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a being the very Summary and kernel of 4/l our Religions - > 
for it Se in it the whole C wen ant between God and © 
Man, wherein he giveth bimeſelf to ud as t GOD, our ©» 
reconciled Father, our Saviour, and aur Sancti fier, and we © 
give up our ſelves anſwerably to bim, and thankfully acc i 
ts gift upon his termis Fur the two Sacraments are the 12 1 
lemnix ing of this ſacred Covenant, wherein we profeſs vit 
ſcrinſasſ, reſolvedneſs, and fidelity, to dedicate and den,t 
our ſelwes entirely to God our Father, our Redeemer, and our. 
Regeneratour : Which if we de ſincerely, the ſaving benefits 
of the Covenant are ours In which ſenſe the- Ancients truly 
taugbt, That Baptiſm certainly waſheth away. all ſin. 
2. Therefore this Doctrine muſt needs be ſe aſonable, * =. 
time when our lamentable 4A about Sacraments, ; 
xith great number; both of the conſciencion and rhe careleſs.y 
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_ - Thc Epiſtle to he Reader. * 
Ilresgbe s bem under abuſes, omi l on, or run ympt. Mer n 
Jens whiſe deſiret erb 1050 /hip God according tobi will , 

feleive thatitis their duty, to hold the communion of Saints , 
in (eurches which have a more holy conſtitution, guidance » 
Diſcipline and adminiſtration , than moſt of our publich 


C burches have; fipm which, becauf the L un reftra em, 
ſome of bem communicate now ber bur in ecrts, 4 ſup ſo 
feldomee there, arts next to total omiſſion, The more ignor ant 


people ſeeing theſe ſhun the public cammunion ,. encoup.» ge 
themſelves the more in their careleſs omiſſion and gontemmgg! 
it : Some of them think that it is but a thing e 
Ceremony which way well enough be ſpared withoulrany dau- 
ger to the Soul. And others haue 25 reverence for it, And 
think that it i not to be approached without Repentanct and 
great Preparation: But they do the more negligently and 
quietly omit this preparation and the Sacrament it Fo f, when 
they ſee it omitted by ſo many, whom they eſteem above theme 
ſelves. But nhat ? Is it the defign of this Treatiſe to drive 
all theſe men in their impenitency and ignorance to this Sa- 
ered nurł? And to draw them to imitate ſuch of the ſame 
Herd, as doit only to-avoid the penalty of the Lam? I know 
many bat read but the Title of this Book will ſay, Is it now 4 
time to dran the ignorant multitude tothe Sacrament ? Were 
ir not fitter to ſeek that ſtrifter diſcipline might keep them 
fremit, till they are prepared and knox what they do? 

3. To this I anſwer , That the deſign of this Treatiſe 4 
not to perſwade any to eat the Body of Chriſt and drink his 
Blood, in an undiſcerning, profane, or uwworthy manner : 
Nor doth it tempt men to Covenant with their lips, and 
leave their hearts behinde them: But it texcheth men to un- 
derſt and what the Sacrament is, and what 4 holy and ſolemn 
Covenant is there to be renewed with God. And how eſſen- 
tially knonled ge, F aith and Repentance, and reſolutions for 
abolylife , are neceſſary for that Crurnant. And becauſe 
moſt igpnerant ungodly people , are fo ſt; ange ts their onn 

ISI | ' hearts, 


* N 
8 


* 4 : 
I 0 


x n 3 . 5 
7 * * * : . { > 0 : ; 
* ; . N 1 , 4 Nrn. 
= x . 


heartty that we :cannet convinee them of their ſotiſh cem 
of Chriſt and holineſs, any but what is Palpable and © 
paſt denial; therefore the Authoar taketh advantage of them. +. 
prof ane neglect of this Ordinance to convinct them; e 
while. a ſuperficial Reader will think be is but drawing them _ 
to the Lords Table, the truth is he taketh ibu hut as an adv» © 
vantage to draw them to the Lord himſelf. h 
The main deſign of the Book is to convince poor, impenitent, 
unholy ſouls, of the abſolute neceſſity of aſpeedy, reſolme, 
faithful conſent to the Covenant of Grace, and a ſincere de- 
voting of themſelves to God, through Jeſis ¶ briſt; and then 
that — will ſolemnize and ſeal this Covenant, in this holy 
that Readeth the Book will think that 


Sacrament. We o 
thert i 20 Kl. warning, againſt the profanati- 


on of the Sacrament : Blame him not fa drawing men to 


Chrift and to Converſion , and yon will finde here no cauſe to 
blame him, for immet bodical drawing them to the ( mmuni- 
on of the Chureb. 

4. And the great plainneſs and largeneſs of the ſtyle © 
(which to ſome will ſeem tedious ) muſt be imputed to the Au- 
thours earneſt deſire to ſave mens ſouls, hich makes him ſtu» _ 
dieuſly condiſcend to their capacities. The more men un= © 
lerſtand already, the fener words will ſerve their turnt: and © 
5 to ſuch an accurate and ſententiousſtile wil be moſt acceptable 

But the Ignorant muſt not only have plainneſs , but q_—__ F 
if welſe; and much Repetition and inculcating of the ſame thing. 
They underſtand not that which ts briefly and acear ately de- 


livered, though the terms be never ſo common and niir 
and thoſe that have due compaſſion on the Tonerant, will be 
; like that ftile which moſt promoteth their information and 
; converſion; and will judge of the means by its aptitude ts it 
- oper end. wa . 
„ 25 Lord give the Reader the ſaving benefit , and the 
c worthy and faithful Author the comfort, of theſe earneſt exe © 

1 hirtations, in a plentiful ſucceſs. And O that the judge 
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Denne thouſand are Bro of | 
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ſhe Eifler the Mank. 
late into aſhes, may warn the negli 11 10 uſe fach bet ”"_ 
ration: with faithful dilsgence wail they heve vhone, % | 
erder to their preparation for the baſtening day, which will 
el the earth and all its Glory into more terrible Flames ! 


Amen, Come Lord Jeſus, 


Mon, the Year and Month of Londons Flames. 
Sept. 1666, | 


Richard Baxter, 
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fins dich are deſtructive to the happuneſs. of ſasietieg 
26d fitele perſons , as the Laws and Religion 26-53 
Heathens might alſo do: but ſtrikes at the very heart of 
nmnickedneſs, and gives the ſureſt directions and beſt 
helps, for the utter removal of the cauſe and tobt of 
all diſorders in the world, which it would be beſide my 
purpoſe ar preſent to ſpe k a. Nope have 
to complain, that they know not hat to do to ſptaĩin 
eternal life, ſince he x — tuns may read his duty To 
love God above all, and our neighbour as ſelves, Fo do 
as we wauld bee dana; into, to rtgpent of all our fins , 
| and betake, our ſelves to the mercies of God through his 
| Son Chriſt Jeſus fx. a pardon, o hs humbſe, holyschaſſe, 
6 and temperate; is apy of chisdifficult to be underſtood ? 


do Ylchings needful for our happineſs; .andchoſe weak- 
ne 


es that cleavetous, which'we allow not our ſelves} 


through che metrics of our precious Saviour , ſhall neve 
be laid to our charge. A 


LA. © 3) * 
And as the ge kruths and duties c out R. 
ate chus plain and eafie,, ſo the poſitiye inflituriot 
whereby I mean che Sagramencs of Baptiſm and che. 
Lorgs Supper, are few and clear: being neither bur= 
denſome co be practiſed, nor the meaning of them hal 
to be underſtood. Doth not that form of words, which 
Chriſt hath enjoyned to he uſed in Baptiſm , whereby 
we are ſolemlny received into the number of profe 
Chriſtians, ſufficiently ſhew.che meaning of it? name- 
ly, that we ate bereb/ conſecrated and given up to te 
'» | Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And doch not our being 
is | Baptized wich Witer, very plainly hold forth our 4 
2, | waſhing andcleanfing fromthe Rains and pollutions of 
| defiled nature, and fromthe guilc of fin, by the blood and 
e | Spiricof Chriſt, And who knows not, that the Lords 
ir supper is for remembrance of Jeſus Chriſt that Died for 
t } us? The breaking of che Bread, and pouring forth of 
? | the Wine, how ficly and evidently do they repreſent to 
us, that his body was broken, and his blood ſhed for 
id us? And the Elements of Bread and Wine, which we 
commonly uſe co nouxiſh and xefreſh us, do naturally 
d ſigniſie that ſtrength and comfort which we receive from 
ro | Chriſt, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew at large. Be 
n- Since then the truths of out Religion ate ſo evident , © "27 
ly } the Duties ſo reaſonable and excellent, che Ritus pat 
ul} che Sacraments ſo eaſie, ſo few, and ſo exceeding prof» 
iis cable,may ic not well be expeded, that all xh pf 
or | themſelves owners of that Religion which Jeſus Chi 
ref hach taught and eſtabliſhed, | ſhould be Well equine eg 
ce | with theſe weighry truths; diligent in che practiſe ** 
Duty to their Maker and Saviour, and to one another; 
and moſt devour and ſerious in the obſervation and ue 
of thele holy Sactaments;8 conſtant in their actendane« 
upon all Ordinances, as publick Prayer and D 
whereby they may be l enabled to know an 
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do the will of him that ſent them into the world.” But 
alas, alas, to the diſhonour of God and our profeſſion, 
and to the grief of all that long after the ad vancement 
of true goodneſs in the world , by ſad experience wee 
finde the quite'contrarary even in this our Nation, that 
we look no further. God forbid that I ſhould go about 


to diſparage the glorious fruits of out Reformation from 


Popiſh ignorance and ſuperſtition; no, bleſſed and for 
ever praiſed be our God, for that unſpeakable mercy 
to this unworthy Land, for the happy effects whereof , 
doubtleſs thouſands of ſouls are praiſing him in glory, 
ard thouſands more yet on earth have cauſe to be infi- 
nicely thankful for that cle it lighewhich vificed this cor- 
ner of the earch, when ſunł into little leſs rhan an Æ· 
£Yptian Darkneſs: So that I venly beleive chere is no 
Nation under the Sun ; where there are greater num- 
bers of knowing hearty Chriſtians, who walk agrecable 
to the Goſpel rule, ſuch that would be owned and ap- 
proved by Chriſt himſelf and his Apoſtles, were they 
pow amongſt us and will be at the day of their appear- 
ance before him. But having (aid chis to prevent ex- 
ception and miſtake, give me leave to reſume my com- 
plaint, that ſtill there ate ſo many that are in Dark- 
neſs in the midſt of Light, and chat walk 4 in darkneſ5,nct 
4 children of the light, Not withftanding the means of 
knowledge, multitudes remain in groſs ignorance, and 
ate unacquainted even wich the great foundation=- 
ttuths of the Goſpel; and can it then be othetwiſe, but 
that they ſhould bee vicious, careleſs, and worldly? 
And many who have a ſuperficial knovledge of their 
Duty, and confeſs ics beſt to be careful in doing of it, 
yer are themſelves wilful and groſs neglecters of ic, and 
hve in open violation of Gods holy Laws, Many 
there are chat can talk religiouſly, and are ready in the 
Scriptute, that yet will not by any means bee brought 
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co forſtke thoſe fins ,-which they finde God Word 


every where condemns, gor will they ſer themſelves 
to live ſuch an holy ſeriouFlife » which is again and a- 
gain ſo expreſly and earneſtly urged upon chem, As lor . © 
the Sacraments, though moſt are careful to bring theit 

Children to be Baptized, yet I pray God it be not more 
out of Cuſtome than Confcience, for ſome of theſe cat 
give no tolerable account of the Reaſon of that Ordi- 
nance, nor why they would have their Children pat- 
take of ir, only as they ſee their neighbonrs do, ſo do 
they, But yet there are far fewer, who make any con - 
ſcience of enforming their Children what a ſtrict Cove - 

nanc they ate eutred into, bow they are related and ſo- 

lemnly engaged to God; for alas, can we expect Pa- 

rents ſhould teach their Children to walk as becomes 

thoſe that ate in Covenant with God, when they them- 

ſelves live rather like Rebels co his Majeſty, than faith« 

ful Subjects? 

And as for the Lords Supper (which I intend co make 
the ſubje& of my following diſcourſe ) how ſadly is ic 
ne glected in many places; or elſe ruſht upon inconſi- 
derately and qgreleſly, as if ic was but a matter of 
courſe, and no ſuch a dangerous thing to receive it un- 
worthily, as Scripture aflures us that it is. How ma- 
ny hundreds, yea, thouſands are there in hoth City ad 
Country, who make no conſcience ar all of coming to, * 
the Table of the Lord ? perhaps they may come once 
a year, andſcarce chat. Nay, many go from one ber 4 
to another and never appear there : is if they ackv>w=. 
ledg'd not they had a Saviour died fot them, or as if he 
had not bid them thus to remember his Death, or aft 
his Death were not worth the remembring. Oh care ' 
leſs, ſtupid ſinners, what have you got to take up your... 3 
thoughts and mindes , char Chriſt himſelf is chus für- 
gotten by you? You 37 well epough of your » 
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Children and Friends, yea, of your Cows and Sheep, 
and your very Swine , and muſt Chriſt have no room in 
your thoughts or memory ? Do theſe indeed deſerve 
more love than hee ? Have they done more for you, 
than he hath done? Or can they do more than he is a- 
ble farther to do, and willing alſo if your wrerched ob- 
ſtinacy did not prevent him. I Know you can ſay ma- 
ny of you, that he deſerves not to live Who can forget 
Chritt , and that you do indeed remember him, and 
take him for your only Saviour: and will pretend that 
ycu have God alwales in your minde, when you are a- 
bout your work, or upon the way, and you think wee 
muſt take your word for't, becauſe wee know not your 
hearts, and cannot diſprove you , but if one may judge 
by your carriage, you manifeſt nothing leſs. If one 
follow you from morning to night, he ſhall ſcarce hear 
one ſerious word come cut of your mouths; you ſpend 
not half an hour in a day in Prayer, either with your 
familys or alone; plain enough we can hear you ſwear Þ 
and curſe, and take Gods holy Name in vain, but 
ſcarce ever ſo much as once to mention him with reve- 
rence. What ever company you lightiffinto , you are 
ſtill talking fooliſhly and vainly, or elife only of your 
own worldly affairs, but nothing that concerns the ſer- 
'vice of God, and che ſalvation of your ſouls. Bur 
form:ny of you, I need no other evidence againſt you, 
than your groſs neęlect of this Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper. If this Paper fall into the hands of any ſuch 
(and I hope God wil direct it into their hands, for it was 
for ch that I did chiefly intend it) If I ſay, thou who 
att reading theſe lines, be guilty of negleAing this Or- 
dinance of Chriſt from one yeat to another, when thou 
haſt frequent opportunities and invitations to par- 
take oſ it, let me ask thee how thou haſt the face to ſay 
thou temembreli Jeſus Chriſt, when thou wilt not - 
* ſuch 
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2 brance, it an ogdinance Paging by Chtig hi 
for thac very 240 e Ah poor creatures, chat you 5 
but well know your ſelves, we your own neceſiities 
and concernments, then au never bee ſoun- 
* mindful of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 na as ſoon forget your 

daily bread» 11 10 well. kpow what he hath done 

for you, and un der . . you ſtand to 


N him, you would, > gs eve friend who 
2 had ſav d you ok eath, and dal fed ypu, and cloath- 
1 ed you, and xept you alive : tor indeed this, and mich 


more chan tis, do you oe to the Redeemer of ger 


4 kinde. Oh char you would but beleive and confider » ® 3 


what glorious unſpeakable treaſures of love and good- 
neſs be bath purc 


would no more forget him, chan —＋ forget your 
(i Prince or Landlord fr 
- daily expectations ofa plen a plen 
but ſee to get your ſelves. 
of this holy ' Ordinance, dif Uy Ne 
hend che reaſon and uſe 1 „ and, whar p! 
and bleſſings are contained one, n 
byicz I dare ſay you * e l a 
than of the molt delicious banguer, or 


haſt wer tefare. And if you would 
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can perſwade carnal, ſenſual, ſtupid ci ctestutes, 
leive that there is any ſubſtance , any We u in thoſe 
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what 1 principally deſign, a little to lay open the 
wretched careleſneſſes of the generalicy of men , and 
briefly hint at the cauſe ; that they may be aſhamed of 
themſelves when they ſee their pictute and deſcripti- 
on, and ſeek out for the cure of their diſtempers. 

Who would not, by the lives af moſt, conjecture that 
they thought themſelves ſent into the world, on pur- 
poſe to get food and raiment, andto make proviſion for 
che fleſh; and that they had reaſon- given them for no- 
thing elſe, but robe more witty and policick in carry- 
ing on their worldly defigns ? And how well would it 
be for them at the laſts if thoſe ſouls ſhould have the 


.oreareſt reward, which were moſt loving to the body, 


moſt ſolicitous for its welfare, and did toil moſt in its 
ſervice. But what an heavy doom will light on them, 
if they muſt hereafrer Fare (as for certain they muſt) ac- 
cording as they employed themſelves in ſeeking their 


| own proper happineſs, in the pleaſing and ſerving of 


the great God. Oh the ſtrange folly and bruitiſhneſs 
of theſe men, Who are ſo forward of themſelves , to 
ſeek out aftet any thing which they believe makes for 
their temporal good, and yet will not by any means be 
drawn or driven to that, Which is indeed for their ſpirt- 


tual and eternal good, yes, and their temporal coo, ſo 


far as may conſiſt with theſe. As if when they are con- 
triving and working for the body, then only they were 
about their own buſineſs, but when they are minding 
the matters of their ſouls, they were employ d for ſome 
body elſe, in works that will be of na uſe or advantage 
to them: when yer God himſelf hath told us, that in 
the matters of Religion, If we are wiſe ne are wiſe for 
eur ſelves. But this comes topaſs , by reaſon of that 
ſottiſhneſs which inclines poor creatures to judge of all 
things by their ſenſe, and to meaſure their goodneſs 
by their ſuit ableneſs to the fleſh,* This makes the whole 

5 Goſpel 


V. 


dle to them, and little 
garded than a firange ſtory 3 for ir crears of ſpitusſ . 
of viſible things, wherein immortal ſouls are concerned, © 
* and they forget that they have ſuch ſouls. Toh ark 
ſpiritual food and raiment , to pur on Chriſt and to feed © 
ic on bim, all which we meet with in the word, are my- 
- ſeries of which they are willing to be ignorant. To 
Cr made glad with the light of Gods countenance , to have fei- 
- lonſhip with the Father and the Som, tobe beaurified, ad- 
- ned, and enrichs with graces ani good norks ; and the like 
t exprefſionsareſo dark and knotty , that they know not © 
e hat to make of them: They account ey. haven LY 
i but what they can look on, not bravery , which makes 
not 3 noiſe and ſhow in the world: They know no 
Rayment they need, but what they wear on their 
backs, nor any food but that which they put into their = 
bellies. That only do they account pleaſure, which © 
they feel in cheir chroars, or which is ſo groſs, that hore 
ſes and dogs have a ſhare in it as well as they; and no- 
thing muft paſs for honour with them, but having re- 
ſpect in the world ; and that they count their chiefeſt 
riches, which they put in their purſes, and lay up in 
their bags. And this ſame-blindneſs and carnalicy, + © 
| amongſt all other miſchiefs char ir does, occafion 
| contempt of chat ſacred appointment of Chrift, 
commemoration of his death, by pareaking of his Sup» > 
per: For here's nothing provided to give that ente. 
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tainment to greedy raging 
and hunt after. It is na ob: 
ſervation, that ſo far as our (e1 iphe be helpful to 
us in the ſervice of Gad, be hath © graciouſly"con-# 
diſcended co uſe ſuch means as might work upot'and _ q 
affect them, that thereby faith ir ſelf, our Appteben- 
ſion of thoſe things which we ſee not; muy be quick - 
ned and advanced: mwhich,asip fome orher inſtuncdes, 
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in hs Sacrament eſpecially is made, manifeſt : for 
| herewehavea GTG plainly held forth to us, 
and the benefits we receive by him, are ſignified by 
thoſe material things, bread and wine, which we eat 
and drink. And thus far God hath made proviſion for 
ſenſe it ſelf, che more to excite and Air up our dull 
ſpirits; but ſo far as the pleaſing and humouring the 
ſenſes might bee an hindrance co the ſoul » God hath 
made no proviſion for them. Here's noſuch pomp,and 
gaudineſs, and outward ſplendour, as may gratific wan- 
ton carnal minds, Papiſts may deyiſe ſuch chings (in- 
Read of Chtiſts Infticutions which they ſleal away from 
the people) to See of all true zeal and ſpi- 
ritual affection in Gods ſetyice, but the Goſpel war- 
rants not any ſuch hurtful devices, and our Church 
doth juſtly re jet chem. Nor is here a feaſt of dainties 
to ſatishe a luxurions appetite , or feed an hungry bel- 
ly. Here's food for the ſoul indeed repreſented , and 
convey d by theſe Elements to the worthy receiver, 
but the moſt are ſo ignorant of their concernmencs, that 
they never yet found ſuch a thing within them as a ſpi- 
ritual hunger. What, a ſoul be bungry > how can that 
be ? Alas, they have ſo much to do to ſupply the neceſ- 
ficies of theĩt bodies, chat they can t have while to re- 
eard their fouls. No, che may fink or ſwim, ſtarve and 
damn for them; for they bave other matters to mind 
which they hold more- neceſſary. Is it not a wonder 
what we read Matth. ag. at the beginning, that when 
the King had made a Marriage for his Son, and pre- 
pared a feaſt, and ſent forth his ſervants to invite the 
gueſts, they ſhofld make light of it, and begin to 
frame excuſes, that they had other buſineſs to do, 
and this and that wayto go, and therefore could not 
come? What, net come to a feaſt, to a ſumptuous 
Marriage feaſt ton ſeaſt made for the Kings, 1 ? 
n 


And when rwe were — on pumpololl to i 
to it? Were not theſe a ſtrange ſort of flubboru 
men that would diſobey their own King, ſending be 
8 ſuch a conrteous meſſage as this? Reader, dot thou 
Xx not condemn them in thy own thoughts? Doſt thou _ 
l think thou wouldſt never have deen ſo filly and obfis * 

nate as they, if thou hadſt been ſo ſent unco?- But fer 
b all thy thoughts, its well if thou prove not guilty of 
d the very ſame fault thy ſelf. For what was the matter; 
chink'R thou, that theſe people would not come bm 
7 they were invited? Why alas, there was no ſuch fare g 

- made ready as they had mind to; Be ſure had there 
been but ſuch good chear as would have fill d their bel. 
N 


lies; they would have made haſt enough, and would 
have invented excuſes how to get in, rather than to tar = 
aWwa E- 
Bur this is a Parable, ſhewing what entertain *5 
| ment the moſt do give to the Goſpel, whereby we are 
invited not only to 2 3 feaſt, bur to be — 
married our ſel ves to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt „the eyets © 
laſting Son of the Father: And yet this meſſage, the ® 
matchleſs mercy whereof may aſtoniſh men and A 
gels, I ſay this meſſage is ſleighred : Men will not cams 2 
to Chriſt hs they may bave life. Adulterous ſouls go. 2 5 | 
ter other Lovers, and will not be eſpouſed to the L 
of glory: They ſer no form nor cumelineſi in him why bey 
ſkoald deſire him. They hear great co mmendstions 
him indeed , what an excellent glorious perſon b 4 
no leſs than the Son of God made man; whoſe-lc 
was ſo greatto mankind , chat be laid down his I 
fot them: but in che mean time, What har he 5 ſha | 
to be got by him? what eſtates will he ſettle on ti 
what honours will he advance them to? whar 7 
| they ſhall through him have their ſins pardoned and rl 's 
dued , cheic hearus ſanified, ul at eng ſhall. beg 2 
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F ; they have no mind to come on; but when 
ſent is defired, they have ſome excuſe or other ready at 
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ay if this be all} 


2 


v'd inco everlaſting glory. N 


their con- 


band ; and either they will not come at all, or elſe 


not yet, or not ſo thorowly and heartily as they are 


commanded , and in ſuch a wilful refuſal of grace do 
thouſands perſiſt and periſh, And though I ſuppoſe this 


1 A fore- mentioned Parable doch not directly and prima- 


rily belong to the Lords Supper, yet ic may by conſe · 
quence be very well applied thereto: Since here is 2 
Marriage -feiſt of the Kings Son, here ate the great 
bleſſings and mercies of che Goſpel held forth and of- 


fered, and all who come duly prepard and ſincerely 


diſpos d to accept the ſame , ſhall be aſſur'd of them; 
and hicher do Gods Miniflers exhort all to come in the 
appointed regular way, And what's the effect of cheis 
Meſſage? why the moſt make light of it. Hither to this 
holy Table are people call'd to give up themſelves to 


God, to teſtiſie the truth of their ſorrow for ſin, and 


to renew their reſolutions againſt it, and ſo to receive 


© a ſealed pardon, anda title to life everlaſting ; but 


for their parts they have no ſuch liking to theſe ſpititu 


al good things which are ſo freely rendered chem. The 


truth is, their fins as yet they are loath to leave; for 
they ſee nogreat-hurc in them, nay , they think they 


find much good at preſent, and do nor uſe to trouble 


themſelves much with the choughts of that miſchief 


they may hereafter do them, and therefore they have 


no ſuch high thoughts of Chriſt for his being able co 
morttfie and remove their luſts, and ſo to ſave them 
from the miſery theſe would bring them to: They can 
very hardly be perſwaded that there is any ſuch excel - 
lency in an holy life, that they ſhould ſo ſpeedily and 
ſolemnly reſolve upon it. And though they can like 
well enough to go to heaven! when they muſt needs 

| | leave 
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pare himſelf, and come hither th] receive an 


that they are in no great 257 i 
curchappineſs , but think it ma | making time — * 


that a'greac while hence. And can any man —— 
choſe who are no — of any benefit they his 
by Chriſt, are very an e in a 3 
. of bis death, wad 1 

thereby we enjoy and hope for, . is che great 
end of Celebrating this Sacrament 2. No mare fuck 
as theſe alwaies finde one excuſe or other, to keep = 
way from that which they have no more love to, a the | 
neceſſicy and advantage whereof, they are ho more ac» 
quainted with, If here was but any matter of gain t 
be got by it, any thing which made for the fleſh, nes 
ſhould need no ſuch ado to get them thither 3 We ma 

be ſure, if the King ſhould bur proclaim char he w 
give fix pence a piece, to all the poor throughout Lone + 
don; that would repair to#hite-Hall, there would need 
nothing but the knowledge of it to get them togetheg Wy 
Oh what running and crowding and craving would the 
be: He need not ſend any M ers to beſeech ar 
perſwade them to receive- his Chariry, — when tt 
Soveraign Majeſty of Heaven and Earth t 
Proclaims to all; Ho every one that is 


gle bi 


and everlaſting treaſures, there ae "on ile 


offer, as if it was of no-value; 
was miſtaken, when hee prefers che bl | 
fore ſuch corcuptible his ſilyer und poll $ 
I'le warrant you, in choſe Pariſhes where you ſhall find+ 
ſo few at a Communion, did but any 1 — amonge 
them make a feaſt, and invite the e own co i 
you ſhould finde but few ſtay at home. But nom 
God himſelf calls them to his Table, and there 5 Fg 
provided them food which came fem Hezven, true Spi- 3 2 
- ricualy'* 
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* tual Manni, eveu the Body and Blood of Chriſt which 
is meat and drink indeed, they finde no great appetite 
to this Banquet. All the great words they hear of ic 
work not wich them: For in all fuch caſes tis not other 
mens words and opinions that we judge by, but our 
on reliſh and feeling. And hilſt men have got ſuch 
corrupt diſpoſitions, and carnal affections that they ſa- 
vour onely thoſe things which are groſſe and earthly 
© like themſelves, What wondet is it if they underva- 
lue that which is ſo unſuitable to them and in which 
they can feel no more taſte than in the white of an 
ge. A Swine prefers his own ſwill before the greateſt 
dainties that can be provided; And a voluptuous ſin- 
ner that is wallowing in the mud of fleſhly pleaſures, 
would not willingly exchange conditions with the 
_ Angels, that alwaics behold the face of 
od. 
Oh whither is the Soul of man degenerated ? Into 
what a lo and ſad eſtate is it faln, that it findes ſweet- 
neſs in any thing rather than in that which is truly plea» 
fant >? How chearfully and contentedly can people ſer 
themſelves to any thing rather chan to that only work 
which God hath appointed them, eventhe working out 
ef their Salvation 2 From morning to night they can 
follow their worldly buſineſs without complaining, and 
8 know not how to ſpend one day in ſeven, nor one 
If hour in a day in the ſervice of God, for the ſaving |. 
of their own Sbuls. Oh what pains do many poor 
men take only to get a livelihood in the world, and yer 
think everlaſting life worth no regard or care at all. 
They can bee content to ſpend their thoughts, and 
ſtrength, and time upon vanity, to /ay our their money 
for that which is nit bread, and to labour for the wind; 
but when God ſaith, but give mee your hearts, he is deni- 
ed. If chis careteſs generation had but Houſes and 
| Lands, 


Lande, Mc [Goods profferedil me 
cerms chat He how 5 4 5 | 
ic | onthem? If arich man ſhouldſay En <P 
r | Gold more than the Dirt under your feet; and — a, 
ir | it; Ohbow quickly would they purchaſe ãt . and neer 
ch chink the condition hard > If the poor man 
- | ed co prefer bread bfote a ſtone, and to 5 
and then it ſhould be given him, do you think he j,j,,et 
ever bee without it? And get when the bleſſed G 
hk | offers them ten thouſand times greater mercies 
n | ſuchterms as theſe, they. refuſe them, 125 if they were res 
& quir'd co do ſome grea for that which was not” © 
ol worth their labour, What 6 God command n 
to love himſelf more than empty creatures? To value 
e an everlaſting. Kingdome, before che frail comfoges of | 
f this ſhort life ?. And yet we will not do it. He ids us 
but love our beſt part, even our Souls, more than tbeſe 
vile bodies; and to take moſt care for that whish de» 7 
ſerves moſt, as being rhe more excellent. Weben ber fy N 
enjoyns us to fly from ſin and embyace holineſs, it 1348 
if he ſhould ſay, Beware of that Mhich will do yon | 
greateſt miſchief, and ae which will da * 6 
the moſt good; Accept of Liherty and freedome:, ; A 
do not lye in Priſon and Ferrers 3 bee in Healchg 
not in Sickneſs ; and yet men will fir dere ae, 
When God faith, prefer my ant 1 zefc 3 
the bondage of the Devil, u ſhalt be wk 
ever; he doth as ĩt were — Bebur heartily-wilhit to 
accept of happineſs here , and thou ſhalt have it her- 
afcer, but the molt are u And upon — 2 
that not only God, but all che-world, yea, . 
will forever lay the blame of thei deliruction, b 
reſolvedneſs and xillfulneſs io the waies of ſini bx 
are mercileſs murderers oft heit own Souls. Tue De- } 
vil ataytempt, and che world. may allure, but they can- 
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Fan Mannt, even the Body and Blood of Chriſt, which 
is meat and drink indeed; they finde no great appetite 
to this Banquet. All the great words they hear of ic 
work not wich them: For in all ſuch caſes tis not other 
mens words and opinions that we judge by, but our 
enn reliſh and feeling. And hilſt men have, got ſuch 
corrupt diſpoſitions, and carnal affections that they ſa- 
vour onely thoſe things which ire groſſe and earthly 
like themſelves, What wonder is it if they underva- 
lue that which is ſo unſuitable: to them and in which 
they can feel no more taſte than in the white of an 
Egge. A Swine prefers his awn ſwill before the greateſt 
dainties that can be provided ; And a voluptuous ſin- 
ner that is wallowing in the mud of fleſhly pleaſures, 
would not willingly exchange conditions with the 
_ Angels, that alwaies behold che face of 
od. 
Oh whither is the Soul of man degenerated ? Into 
what a lo and ſadeſtare is ic faln, that it findes ſweet- 
neſs in any thing rather than in that which 1s truly plea» 
fant ? How chearfully and contentedly can people ſer 
themſelves to any thing rather chan to that only work 
which God hath appointed them; even the working out 
ef their Salvation > From morning to night they can 
follow their worldly. buſineſs without complaining, and 
per know not how to ſpend one day in ſeven, nor one 
[f hour in a day in the ſervice of God, for the ſaving . 
of their own 'Sbuls, Oh what pains do many poor 
men take only to get a livelihood in the world, and yer 
think everlaſting life worth no regard or care at all. 
They can bee content to ſpend their thoughts, and 
ſtrength, and time upon vanity, to /ay our their money 
for that which is not bread, and to labour for the wind; 
but when God ſaich, but give ne your hearts, he is deni- 
ed. If chis careleſs generation had but Houſes and 
| Lands, 
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„ Moden Good proffered! 5 
terms that l how hey lay hold 
on them? If a rich man ſhouldſay ä — uf 
Gold more than the Dirt under your feet; and 1onſhal — * 
it; Ohbow quickly would the ys. r 3 
chink the condition hard? If S 
ed co prefer bread bfoxe a ſtone, Nodes: > v7 
and then it ſhould be given him, do you think he wayld ” 
ever bee without it ꝰ And yer When the bleſſed Ga 
offers them ten chouſand times greater metcies 
ſuch terms 28 theſe, they refuſe chem,asi if they were res» | 
quir'd co do ſome grea for that which was not” - 
worth their labour. What ech God command us, bu: 
to love himſelf more than empty creatures ? To value 
an eyerlaſting Kingdome, before che frail comfoges of 
this ſhort life? And yet we will not do it. He lids us 
but love our beſt part, even our Souls, more than theſe 
vile bodies; and to take moſt care for that whiab de- 
ſerves moſt, as being the mote excellent. When hee 
enjoyns us to fly from fin and embrace bolineſs, it u 
if he (hould ſay, Beware of that bich will do you th YI 
greateſt miſchief,, and cloſewiththarwhich will dg: . 
the moſt good; Accept of Liherty and freedomie,, 
do not lye in Priſon _— Fetters; bee in Healch i 
not in Sickneſs ; and yet men will SE” 
When God ſaith , prefer my ſant ſervice, * 
the bondage of the Devil u ſhalt . 1 * 
ever; be doth as it wete oy, _—_ 2 
accept of happineſs here , ind thou ſhalt have it here- 
after, but the molt are u And upon — 
that not only God, but all che-morld, yea, themſelves, " 
-will forever layahe blame of theiadefiruRion, — 2 
reſolvedneſs and xillfulneſs in che waies of OY. 
are mercileſs murderers oft heit own Souls. The: Da- 
vil tay tempt, and the worid may allure, but they can- 
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0 for Ethem to fin. ' There is not dhe of all thoſe 
=  miillians chat periſh,, whocan truly ſay, that hee wis 
” © unfeignedly willing co have ſav'd himſelf , but could 
not. But as for thoſe that periſh-from among Chriſti- 
| ans; they have leaſt of all coplead in theit own excuſe. 
For they have been exhorted and beſought again and a- 
gain, to put away their evil-doings, to renounce their 
luſts and turn to the good waies of God, and yet they 
| - would not hearken, What though the Devil entic'd 
them to wickedneſs, did not Gods Spirit alſo move up- 
on their hearts, to have drawn them to holineſs > But 
they who knew not how to ri the Devil as they were 
- commanded, could reſt and grieve and offer deſpight to 
tbe Spirit of Grace. Whilſt they knew not how to rejeR t 
nor get away from a ſinful. Companion, they could 
put off their Miniſters and godly Friends with flat de- n 
nials if not with contempt and jeers. What though the B 
fle ſh was craving for forbidden fruit; unlawful plea* | 
ſures and ſatisfaction? Vet did not Conſcience contta- | 
dict and check ĩitꝰ Why then ſhould fleſh which had f. 
no'reaſon for its deſites be hearkned to, and obeyed, hi 
whil& Conſcience which-is the voice of God, muſt be || A 
ſlighted and filenced ? Tell me whoever: thou art, that th 
makeſt a Trade of fin, and liveſt in the neglect of thy Þ 
Duty to God that made thee, and keeps thee alive, not I d- 
accounting ic the bulineſs of thy life to ſerve and ho- ig 
nour him, bur goeſt from one day to another without a2 
the ſerious thoughts of his glorious Majeſty and all bis || 
wonderfulworks and mercies, thou who ſeeſt no need Ig 
of hetring or reading Gods Word, of conſtant Prayer, th 
or receiving Sacraments, that putteſt off the choughes C 
of Deith and Judgement, and art careleſs of making is 
preparations for the ſame: Tell me I beſeech chee, 0 
- what's th: reaſon, of ſuch a wretched, ſinful courfe as || << 
this > Is it becauſe ghou kuomeſt no better > Was t thou 
never 
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never cafe owe ee behave thy ſelf 
chou never hear who it is puts men upon io, 
what wages they have for it at length? Didſt chow _ 
ver reid not. hear of a Savicur that cine to call meg 
to repentance and holineſs, and laid down" 12 
ſave all that will be his faithful followers and 
It's very ſtrange indeed if thou haſt lived in 5 
dark corner, char thou wett never acquainted with cheſe 
matters. But it is moſt likely thou haſt beard them 
gain and again, but all hath been to no purpoſe. Was 
doſt thou not know who made the and why thou waiſt 
made ? There'sfew Childteu but can anſwer ſuch que 
ſtions as theſe, and yet how few men that conſidet 
them ot that live as if they knew chem. | 
There are indeed many to be found, eſpecially of the x 
meaner ſort, who tell you they cannot read, nor ate 
Book-learned, and therefore they hope God will bold 
chem excuſed and not require much of them, but jet 
I cheſepecple have learning enough to look to cheir bu= As 
| | fineſs in the world, and if chey be ſick, they'l ſeek for 
help, or if they are wronged they! look out for relef. 
And what have they not learning enough ro know, what 
they muſt do to be ſavedꝰ Have they been idle and un- 
willing to learn ſo much as to read plain Engliſh, and 
do they think this will ſerve their turn to plead for their” 
ignorance and negle& of Duty, and wilful Rebelliong © 
222inft God? Wha were they taught er commanded,” 
ſuch difficult things, chat none bur Schofdtg can under © 
Rand ordo them ? They can tell as ſimple as they e, 
that the light of che Sun is greater than che light oa 
Candle; that Gold is better than Braſſe, that 2 King © 
is above 2 Conſtable; that its better to hive aneftare to 
of their own, which they ſhal enjoy as long agthey lives © 
than to be Tenants to another, to be — > out When 
be will, Do they knoh ae e and üs ireny hadert 
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that. God who made all things, and put that 
goodneſs into them which they have, is better than all 
choſe things which he made, and therefore ſhould be 
preferred before all Creatures ; Thar he who.is Lord 
of all ſhould be obeyed above all; that to be like him 
is better chan to be like the Beaſts; that a certain e- 
verlafting. Glory is more worth than ſhore, uncertain 
comforts here below. Again, theſe men knew well e- 
nough how to eat and drink, and to rake heed of what 
might hurt theit bodies; they could avoid the perſons 
and places that were infected; if the houſe was on fire 
they would run out of it, and call neighbours to help to 
quench ĩt; if they are upon the way, and are told of 
quickſands and quagmites, they can avoid them. And 
yet have they not learning enough to do good to their 
ſouls, and to take heed of that which will deſtroy chem 
for ever, and hearken to others that warn them of their 
danger? Theycan be diligent enough to pleaſe thoſe 
that do them good turns, and to beware of offending 
ſuch as can undoe them. And yet do they account ir 
ſuch an hard mattet to love and pleaſe chat God who 
hath given them all the mercies they ever enjoyed, aud 
to take heed of provoking him to anger who can kill both 
body and ſoul, and caſt them into Hell ? Yea, further, lec 
choſe very people that cannot read, have 2 paper gi- 
ven them that tells them how to cure any diſeaſe they 
are troubled wich, they can goto a Neighbour, and get 
him to read it to them, and they can mark it ſo dili- 
gently as to follow ics directions. Or if they be in any 
trouble about their eſtates, they can carry their Deeds 
and evidences to 2 Lawyer, and pray him to peruſe 
them, and tell them how the caſe ſtands with them. 
And what could they get no body to read the Bible or 
ſome good book to them, that might direct them in the 
way to ſalvation? Or could they not have hearkenel 
| Gaſes 
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him in private and de ſited cular inſtructions far 


their ſouls Nay chere ate fe Families of the pooreſt, 


but one or other amongſt them can read; ape might 
they not have taken ſome ſpare, time, and havg read 
together, and diſcourſed one with another abbut che 
ace of their ſouls, and hat was to be done in order to 
everlaſting happineſs. The plain truth is, there ate few 
but can ſhew diligence and sl enough in any world- 
ly crifle chat they think doegarall concern them; But 
(as I hinted before) they ate ſo inſenſible of any advan» 
tige that's to be got by minding the chings of Religion, 
that they diſtegard them as matters of no worth or con- 
ſequence. For I cannot imagine hence this ſtrange 
and damnable careleſneſs ſhould come, but char firſt 
of all, men forget that they have ſouls which will ne ver 
die, but muſt live for ever in another world either in 
joy ot torment according as they behaved themſelves in 
this: For certainly the found belief, and frequent ſo- 
ber conſideration of the true natute of the ſoul, is the 
great foundation and ſupport of ſerĩouſneſs in Religion, 


che gte at deſign whereof is to help this immortal ſoul / 


to an happineſs fuited to its Nature. Wherefore, it 
the ſoul it ſelf be forgotten, how / can ic- otherwiſe bee 
but God will be forgotten alſo, and the Duty we oe 
to him negleRed ? For though if we were ingenuous , 
his mercies to our bodies might engage us to love and 
ſerve him; and the moſt carnal men may ſo far remem- 
ber God as to lock for health and wealth, and out ward 
comforts from him, yet this cannot bring them to any 


heartineſs in Religion, which conſiſts: very much in 


denying the fleſh, and thinking meanly of all things 
here below; and therefore no man can ſerve God as he 
ought, but he who believes that he gewards his diligent 
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ServaritsWith an everlaſung bappineſs in the fruition 
of himſelf: for nothing but che hopes of this can bear 
out men in thoſe difficulties of ſuffering and obedience 
which they may be callꝰd to But if men have no re- 
gard to their ſouls neither will they rake any heed to 
pleaſe God, nor make it their buſineſs to get to HEe- 
ven hereafter, which is nothing elſe but a Rate of ha 
pineſs principally prepared for 2 reaſonable ſoul in 
the full enjoyment of God; neither will they take cafe 
to prevent their falling into Hell, vhich is that ſtate of 
miſery whereinto they that forget God are turned, and 
chicfly appointed forthe punzſhmeut of the Soul, And 
tence it will unavoidably follow that they will under- 
value the work of redemption , and diſregard the Lord 
Jeſus, who wrought this work in behalf of the Sons of 
men, to recover their ſouls to God, to purchaſe the 
pardon of fin and enable'them fincerely to pleaſe God, 
and ſo to prevent their damnation and bring them to 
eternal Glory, And if they have no eſteem for Chriſt 
then needs muſt they ſleight the Word and Sacraments 
whereby they ſhould be brought to acquaintance with 
him to be intereſted in, and related to him, and to re- 
ceive the communications of grace from him. 

Now though there are few that will acknowledge 
themſelves guilty of ſuch ignorance of themſelves, ſuch 
contempt of God and glory, and of Chtiſt the way 
thereto , yet cheir actions do to plainly ſhew ic. For 
certainly if they had any true knowledge of their own 
ſouls, they could not but take more pains to ſzve them 
chin they do, even out of love to the mſelves; when'as 
now they ne vet in all cheir | ves many of them, are ſo 
much as once brought ſeriouſly to ask the queſtion, How 
they ſſ ond dy to le ſaved? No not ever xith- dre them- 
ſelves into private for an hours time on ſet purpoſe to 
conſider what theit ſpiritual condition is, and how 
they 


| 9 2 
chey ind related to God, Whether 28 friends opene- 
mies, and whcthet they muſt go when they depart our 
of this life, And tell me then do theſe people indeed: 
remember to any purpoſe that they have ſouls chat muſt 
either be ſaved ot damned for ever? Whar though he 
may ſometimes hear Sermons, or tead the be ie | 
they uſe when they come home, or When they have laid _. 
iſide theit Books, ſobetly to think of What they have 
read or heard? Do they conſidet how it concerns them 
Do they examine themſelves by the Word, and apply 
it home to theit on conſciences and guide their lives 
by it? Do they reg ard it as that by which they muſt 
ſnortly be judged? And though they may ſomerimes 
put up a prayer to God ; yet do they perform this du- 
ty as ſeeing any need of it, taking any delight in it, or 
s expecting any good from it? Do they beforehand 
think what they Rand in need of, ind ſo pray to God for 
a ſupply of their wants, not onely of cheir Bodies hut 
Souls, in as good earneſt as they can ask theit neigh- 
bour for any thing they lack. And in the very act of 
praying, have they any awe and ſenſe of God upon their 
Spirits, as they would have if they were putting up a 
Petition to a Prince or Judge? And do they minde 
wat they have been about when they come from the 
Duty? Do they carefully wait for zu anſwer: of theit 
Prayers, and patiently expect thoſe bleſſings hich chey 
defired from God, ſuch as Rrength agaiuſt fin, and | 
grace to ſerve fim? And do they do whar is in their 
Power to procure what they pray for? Thus you may, 
be ſure it would be wich them if they were in good eat 
neſt in their Prayers. For when they go to an greae. > 
min to requeſt afavour from him, they attend WA 
anſwer he makes, and theit thoughts are much upon it, 
nnd they are deeply concerned for the ſucceſſe of theirs + * 
' | t£queſt. Though they have been Baptized into the 
C 3 Ni: 
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Name of Chtiſt, yet do they ever uſe to think what 
they ate thereby engaged to, and ſee to anſwer that 
engagement? And ſuppoſe they do ſometimes come 
to che Communion , yet did they ever come to it with 
ſucha kinde of Spiritual appetite and expectation of, 
ſtrength and benefit as they go to an ordinary meal? 
Or are they careful before hand to fit themſelves for 
the Duty ſo as to profit by ic? What : ever they may 
pretend, it is moſt. minifeſt that Religion is not ta- 
ken by them, for the great work of their lives. They 
are far, from ſpending theit time, and buſying their 
mindes like men that were ſent into the world on pur · 
poſe to ſerve God, which they can ſay is the reaſon 
why God made them. It is not their chief ſtudy and 
work ſoto know and pleaſe their Maker, and toget 


their Peace made with him through the Lord Jeſus, 


that they may live with him here after in Glory for ever. 
No, no, tothe Conſciences of theſe men I dare appeal, 
this is che leaſt matter of a thoufand with them, and 
there's ſcarce any thing which they leſſe regard. They 
hear their Miniſter about theſe things 28 if he wis tel- 
ling chem a (tory of no concernment, or ſpoke ine 
ſtrange Language, which they undetſtood not. Was 
he but telling them the iy to thrive in the world, and 
get ſtote of riches, they would hear him more attentive- 


ly, and remembet bettet what he ſaid to them, and 


not think they had dane enough when they had Rood 
in the Church for an hour 2s now they do. He that 


hath made any trial may eaſily ſee that this ſort of peo- 


ple do not give the ſame heed to one that diſcourſeth to 
them rbout the matters of their own ſouls, as they do 
to him that ſpeaks of earchly things. If you talk with 
a Citizen about his trade, or with a Country- man #- 
bout his Corn, or Cattel, or the weather, or any the 
like ſubjects, they can hold diſcourſe with you well 
39 enough, 
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dome, and the way therero;* What need we'hs 
ſearch into our ſouls to ſeerhac we have got, 2 good. 
ſound Title to that Glory; If you do bat tell cs 
of the ſhottneſs and uncertainty of life, exhorcing them 
therefore co get well prepared for death and Judge, 
ment; Hayy ſtrange is ſuch language ag this to the ears 
of many? Some laugh at ĩt as babling z others give you - 
a bare hearing » but are little affected with the weigh- 
tieſt matters delivered in the moſt piercing words that 

2 man knowshow co ſpeak. Nay many times they l 
be taken up with other things ſo. much as not to minde 
or underſtand hat is ſaid tothem, nor do they after? 
wards remember it, but are as much moved wich the 
barking of a Dog, ot blowing of che winde, as wichthe 
molt ſerious affectionate exhortations you can give 
them. And indeed how can men take any great plea. 
ſure to hear of things that ate not in their own ele- 
ment, but as it were, out of their reach? Would nog . ® 
the plain Councry-man be ready co laugh and wonder 
at a Scholar that (ſhould talk to him in Latin, or make 
him tedious. diſconrſes of any point in Philoſophy 
though he ſpoke in plain Engliſh > What's all this to 
him? Me underſtands it not; or if be did, he may 
think, what ſhould he be the better fox it. And doe 


 % 


not the Word of God tell us that che paryral man rectives 
not the things of the Spirit , bur they ſeensfaabifhneſs to bing) 
becauſe they are Spirituall diſcerned. The: Pocttine bf 
Regeneration by the Spirit to thoſe thut never felt it, 
is ſtill as ſtrange as it was to NVicodemw,” Andexcepe - 2 
wg have before-hand got ſome inward apprehenſion of 
the things chat we hear of, allcalk of them is but as? © 
an empty ſound, that ſignifies nothing, erefore 
no marvel, if they who chink ſo ſeldome, and under- 
ſtand ſo little of God, and Chriſt, and a work of graces 
C 4 N N 5 
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tobewroughton their hearts, ire no more iffected nor 
fiirred when they hear of them. And whilſt they per- 
ceive no profit they ſhould get by thee things what 


ſhould they hearken to them for > They cannot by all 


you (ay, get one penny more in their purfe, nor a meals 
meat, nor a{uir of cloaths; and theſe are the moſt deſi- 


table en oyments they are hquainted with. Ahd it's no 


great wonder when we conſider the educatiòn of the 
common ſort, if they be of ſuch a wretched temper. For 


perhaps they were born and btought up by Parents like 


themſelves that knew not how to acquaint them what 
they were made for, in any ſuch manner as was Hkely to 
do them good; and it may be never ſo much as ſer them 
to Schcol, to learn to read Engliſh ; and in their 
childiſh years ir cannot be thought they ſhould have 
much underſtanding in Religion, when they think of 
little elſe but their meat and play; and When they 
grow up to ripet years, they are {et to Trades, and ro 
work for their livings : (I ſpe ak of the meanet ſort) 


and when they come to be ſettled in the world, and 


have Wife and Children, then they have enough to 
do to provide for their Families, and carinot ſpare 
time to learn the way to Heaven, and if they live to 
be aged, they think themſelves too old to learne, and 
are too deep rooted in their waies to be dran to for- 
ſake them without little leſſe chan a miricle, and fo 
thete are multitudes even within the ſound of the Goſ- 
pel, that libe and dye in limentable ignorance and 
ſenſeleſneſs. I know all this while in every ſtate and 
time through which they paſs, the moſt have oppor- 
tunities for learning their duty, if they had any heart 
to it: but their mindes are ſtill poſſeſſed with ſome- 
thingelſe. ak we 5 
And though they may be ſome what conſtant in keep» 
ing their Church, yet this being a thing they have al woe 
een 
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been vont to before ley Wer what they did, they, 
ſtill hold on in a cuſtomary manner, without duly con»: 
fidering what they come rhirher for; not thinking ch 
the Miniſter ſpeaks to them and about matters chat ace 
for life or death : the diſcourſes alſo which theꝝ hear, 
being upon parciculat ſubjects they are like to profieths: 
jeſſe by rhem, in char they have nor ſuch a (ound. and 
clear knowledge of the chief points of Religion, as. 
may enable them to ufiderftand and profit by Sermons. 
And though from Children they may. ſome of them:-be, + 
able to repeat their Creed, and Commindments, and 9 
Lords Prryer, yet truly its very eakie' to ſay theſe oyet 
a thouſand times without being much affected wich 

them, or well underſtanding them, onel ypattering them 
over by rote: eſpecially if they never had theſe ptinci- 
ples clearly laid open and explained to them. It may 
be alſo many of theſe never had any particular cloſe 
counſel given them, tending to awaken them to an p- 
prehenſion of their condition to convince them of theit 
fin and miſery by nature, and put them upon e 5 


in good earneſt after the way to eſcape damnation, auc 
be truly happy for ever. Or if they have been ſo exhot? 
ed, yet they will not be brought to think of theſe thingy 
ſoundly by themſelves, and to ſeek ro God by prayet 
for direction and aſſiſtance. It is no eafie nor eriflin; 
matter for a man wholly to change dis thought, put.” 
poſes, affections, and manner of life, as alf muſt doe 
that turn from fin to true godlineſſe. Such à change i 
this is not likely to be wrought without much confide--* - 
ration,” and ſober ſetled reſolutions on mans patt, tec 
which the grace of God would not be wanting to * 
them effectuall. I know ĩt is alſo the grace of God t 
puts upon chem, but yet it is Man himſelf that by the 
aſſiſtance of this grace muſt thus Conſider, and thus Re- 
ſolve. But nom when ſhould people ſet upon his „ 
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| _ of. conſidering. what they ſhould doe to be ſaved >- 


Something or other ſtill happens in che way that keeps 
them from the work, or takes chem off before ic. comes 
to any good iſſue. Either they are ſleeping or working, 
earing or drinking, or playing and idling, dreſſing or 
undteſſing; or have ſomewhether to go, or E to 
ſpeak to; or in ſome company that they cannot leave; 
or have ſome buſineſſe in their heads which they are 
contriving, or elſe are in ſickneſſe that unſits them for 
action, or ſome trouble hath befaln chem which puts 
their minds our of order, or ſame happineſſe and pro- 
ſpetity which puffs them up wich à fooliſh flaſhy joy; 
or they have ſome. brave things in expectation which 
chey ate muſing on, and pleating themſelyes with be- 
forehand, Some ſuch matters as theſe, 1 date ſay, fill 
the heads and hearts of moſt from one years end to ano- 
ther throughout their whole lives, Theſe and ſuch like 
are the things that come into their minds as ſoon as they 
are awake, and chen preſently they ate ſer about one 
ching or other, or light into ſome company that cakes 
chem up for that day, and the like happens to morrow 
and the next day; and whilſt che preſent time never ap- 
pears convenient for the ſalemn performance of this 
great work of Repentance, it is by the moſt poſted off 
till ir is too late, and then in vain doe they repent to all 
Eternity that they did not repent in Time, Now it 
could not be that they ſhauld never have a ſpare day 
or hour for the conlideration of, and ſetting upon the 


work they were ſent into the world for, but that they 


are guided in the courſe of their lives by this practicall 
deep · rooted opinion, that theig onely buſineſſe hereig 
to make this life as comfortable as they can; and the re- 
fore chat to get food and raiment and riches for them- 
elves and their children, toęnjoy pleaſures and be well 
accountedoſ in the world are the belt things which * 
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to the att ainment of theſe things; and on they 
giddy heedleſſe manner, never well examining whe 
this their way le uu their folly, nor taking much g 
what the principles and opinions are which baye.che; 
greaceſt power upon their lives, and whence cheiragtis* 
ons flow;which principles may be . out into their 
natures, that they ſpeſliead and rule them whilſt þ 
are ſecret and nor diſtisctiy known and weighed. a 
indeed this coneeir, that the gogd things of this life ate 
moſt to be ſer by aud ſought after, hath its firſt riſe from 
our corrupted nitures, which being faln off from Cod 
and contrary to him, thcline us to ſeek happineſſe any” 
where rather than in recurning to his love. Aud then in 
Childhood, and for ſome years after we have very 
weak apprehenſions of any thing but what's before u-, 
being wholly rul'd by our ſenſes. And when our miſe-, = 7 
table miſtakes have once taken root, and are become: 
naturall to us; ics one of the hardeſt things in che world: 
to be freed from them: for we are prone to be ſo con- 
ceited of our own ways, that we are by no means wil | 
ling to be contradicted, much lefle to call our ſelye$ + 
fools for all we have done, and begin the world anewwy; 1 
25 if we had never-ſec one ſtep forward in the right why, | | 
And it muſt needs be the more difficult to cowus e 
men of the folly and baſeneſſe of ſuch #earnall MO: 
life, becauſe they obſerve it to be the cuſtome of eh © 
moſt about them, high and lem even of ſurb as are; 
counted wiſe and judicious, - W6rſhipfull and ta; 
ble perſons. And what, may they think, can 
foully miſt ken, who did but follow the courſe 
they ſaw ſuch men lead hefore them? And this i a 
is one great cauſe} of the miſtakes: and deſtruction ß 
men, chat when they come into the world chey chuſe þ 
rather to follom the examples of their neighbgucs than 
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ite fulet of right reaſon which they but gieher from 


Gods holy word, and a due examination of things; and 
therefore they take to thoſe actions, and chat manner 
oflife hich they ſee others follow, without well think 
ing whether they doe wiſely or not: juſt as if a maty 


ſh6uld ſee a company of people upon the way running 


Ly 


as for theit lives, pretending that they ice in purſuir of 
ſome gte it matters, arid thereupon ſhould preſently ſer 
in with them, and ruri Hong as faſt as they, without far - 
ther enquiring what they look for; tilf at fength when 
they are all tired, he perceives che / had no other defign 
but perhaps to catch flies, which wen they have they 
know not what to doe with, ot to fay hold on ſome pret- 
ty bird Hh they could not ovettake: even thus when 
a min ſees thoſe about him running and riding, ſtriving 
and ſweating to get houſes and lands, and all out ward 
enjoyments, he thinks it needleſſe to enquire whether 
theſe chings be worthy all their [labour 3 no, that's taken 
fot granted: for ſure, may he think, theſe men are no 
fools, but know well enough whar they doe, and thete- 
fore without de'iberation upon the matter, he joyns 
with che reſt in labouting and contriving for theſe 
wortdly chinge, caking all the pleaſure in them that they 
will poſſibly yield. And whacever help is afforded them 
for the carrying on of this deſigu, they will readily and 
thankfully comply with. If. you ſupply chem with what 
they were ſeeking for, they will greedily receive ir, or 
if you-will-give them ſure direction: how to get it, they 
will hearken to you and diligently follow your advice. 
But wharevex is preſented that no way conduceth to 
theſe cheir carnall ends, chat” which makes them no 
richer nor higher in the world, nor gives theit ſenſes 
any delight is like to be altogether ſleighted by them. 
What mean thoughts therefore muſt they needs have of 


Sermons, "Sacraments, and all ſpirituall advantages 
which 


which ire only ans for the getting of in 


nent; fince they ho ſo little care for hearing 
ing Gods word, for prayer or receiving 


quite of another nature from«bat they” ain 
after? 1: een Wes” 
I bope this large preface (which indeed I did nete 
ſign) will not be altogether uſeleſſe, not ſeem impuiti 


who are liſtleſle to all duties, and feel no ſyeetieile im 
them, all ſuch may hence learn what is the root 423 A 
ground of this diſtemper, whatiris that makes them our 

of raft wich theſe rich and ſavoury proviſions. 2 

he alcbfull ſouls doe fo dearly love, even becauſe: chair 
ſecrer, but moſt powerfull, thoughts are, that they have 
nothing better than their Bodies to provide for, an 
that to doe this is the chiefeſt buſineſſe they have und 
that nothing is of any great uſe which makes not for this © 
end. But it would be quite orherwiſe wich them if they - 
were indeed clearly convinced, and ſoundly ed © 
that they have ſouls which will never die, and that 
theſe are their beſt parc, and deſerve moſt care, and are 
as much tobe preferred before the body as a man before 
the horſe which he rides on; and chat theſe their im- 
mortal l ſouls can onely be made happy by the favour t 
God, out of which they are faln by finning againſt im, 
and that the great work of this life is to get all beaches +< - 
made up berwixt God and them that ſo when they a «+ 7 
this world, they may be reſtored to perfect haphina fe 
in the enjoyment of God; and that they can no. x 
be thus reconciled to God but hy Jeſus Chtiſt, by 
merirs and mediation their ſins may be pard # 7 
by whoſe holy Spirit (which is given by che aher 
through him) they can onely be ſo changed and e * 7 
fied that they may be made meet for the inhericance og 
the daints in the heavenly light of Gods preſence ane 


love. Was the ſound belief of . 4 
| LL by 


= 
% +: 


24 


— 


— 3 
| e 
0 x 


an 
ee 
Matt 
42 
- 


ommon: acknowledged truths but well rooted in the 
gert a men, ſo. as to avetporer and. change their af» 
feRions, we ſhonld ſoon perceive chem to be other kind 
of perfons in all their behaviour. If they took ic for the 
bufinefs of cheir lives to work out their ſalvation, being 
convinced that they had nothing in che world to doe 
but this, and whac is in order co ĩt, then would they di- 
e labour after 2 ſaving knowledge of a crucified 
Chriſt, vhich comprehends in ic the whole of religion. 
And then they would highly prize and diligently attend 
upon thoſe means ich Chriſt hath appointed for the 
manifeſting himſelſf, und conveying his ſaving benefits 
to the ſoul. They would cke care to be found inthoſe 
ways wherein Chriſt is like to be found. Whatever 
had relation to him would be very much eſteemed by 
them; and they would never be at quiet till they had 
done their beſt to make ic ſure that they had got an 
intereſt in him, and through him a title to the Fathers 
everlaſting love. They would then rightly inform 
themſelves whar's required, of all chat muſt be ſaved by 
Chrift, and theſe conditions they would endeavour to 
come up to, and perform. They would be willing to 
enter intothe moſt folemn Covenanc wich him, to rake 
him for cheir Saviour in all his Offices, by him to be 
brought to that glory which God hath prepared for true 
Believers: and che keeping of this Covenant would be 
their ſtudy and care through the whole courſe of their 
life; Now though confidering theſe things, it might ap- 
pear a very fit method for the curing of mens miſtakes, 
and direct them in the way to bleſſedneſſe, firſt to te- 
preſent and demonſtrate to them that they have im- 
mortal ſouls, and that the love of God is their onely 
portion, and that this can no way be obtained but by 
the Lord Jeſus, and then to ſhew what is required to 
make us partakers of happineſſe by him; yet ſince theſe 
| things 
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ce. in ſome ſors known, and readily conſeſt b 
mel. (hall ac preſent wave this method, — 
rather to drive at the laſt of theſe, which will be found 
to contain all, namely to direct and exhort poor ſouls 
to entet into Covenant, and make « chorow cloſure 
wich Jeſus Chriſty that through him their fins may bs 
ſubdued and pardoned, their perſons and natutes re- 
concil'd to God, that they may be bleſſed for ever in 
communion wich him. And even this is my chief de- 
ſign in laying down che following Directions to a due 
preparacion for, and a right receiving of the Lords 
Supper, and in giving Motives to the ſerious and fre- 
quent performance of chat duty, which I look upon 
principally as a ſolemnizing and ratifying our Ceve- 
nant with God by Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſincetity of the 
heart in making this Covenant, and our faichfulnefſe 
in keeping it, is the very heart and ſcope of Chriſtianity, 
For my intention in treating of this ſubject is not 
meerly to perſwade people to come to the Lords Ta» 
ble (alas what a poor thing is that tobe reſted in !) bur 
to inſtruct them for a right coming to, and hearty re- 
ceiving of Chriſt himſelf, then to come to the Sacra- 
ment, there to make and renew their Covenant with 
him in a more formall and expreſle manner, the more 
to affect, and deeplier to engage themſelves. For this 
being a ſenſible and ſolemn thing, will be apt to make 
the ſtronger impreſſion upon mens ſpirits; and perhaps 
they will be ſooner perſwaded to this work becauſe it 
is ſo much fitted to ſenſe it ſelf. But the great danger 
is leaſt they ſhould ruſh upon that which they - 
ſtand not the reaſon of; and think they have dene 
enough by bare receiving the Sacrament, wich - 
Gdering to what purpoſe they doe it: which would be 
greater madneſſe, and of worſe conſequence than fot a 
min to run and lay bis hands upon the book and kiſſe 
tk. 
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it, and uſe the like cetemonies of an oath, and ney 
mind what he ſwears to, nor afterwards think what he 
bath done, though it was abour 2 matter of life and 
death. And therefore I ſhall endeavour by Gods al- 
ſiſtance to prevent this miſcarriage by ſhewing whatis - 
the nature and defign of this Ordinance, ina tight par- 
cicipation whereof conſiſts ſo much of religion? ſince 
thefeby a man profeſſech and engageth himſelf to be a 
fincere obedient Chriſtian, which may be underſtood 
by this compariſon before I come to ſpeak to it more 
fully, that the more 'ignoram Reader may the Jobner 
have the notion fixt on his mind. It is much hat, as if 
the Governor of a City after there had been a ſeditĩ- 
ous inſurrection of the Cicizens, ſhould offer pardon to 
all that would acknowledge cheir fault, beg his par- 
don, and return to theit former ſubjection and peacea- 
ble behaviour z and moreover ſhould enjoyn all that 
were thus affected to come take a piece of money 
which he would give abroad, or to partake of a feaſt 
which he would make on purpoſe for the entertainment 
of ſuch 3 now would it not be madneſſe, and groſſe im- 
pudence, and diflembling for any to receive this mo- 
ney, or go fir at this Table, who were reſolved yer to 
continue their rebellion, and would imploy that very 
money, and the ſtrength they received from his meat 
againſt him that gave them, wheras hereby they were 
to teſtiſie their reſolutions to be faithfull and obedient? 
Even thus hath ir pleaſed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Re- 
deemer of rebe lous degenerate mankind, to proclaim 
free and full pardon to all' thar wiil heartily repent 
of, and turn from their wicked ways, and take him for 
their Lord and Saviour, and ſubmit to his directions for 
their att ainment of happineſſe; and withall he harh 
commanded all that will thus become his diſciples, 
firſt to be liſted under him by Bapriſme, whereby they 
| ace 
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Lords Supper, a 


good enough without 


Could there be a more deſper ate, dangerous wicked 
thin to make ſuch a wilfull miſtake? And yet I w 
there be not thouſands guilty of it. Alas, alas! hory 


few that have taken the earneſt- peny, and wear Qiſis 
Colours, that ever think to any xy what they a 
hereby bound co ? How many in effec renounce 1 


Bapciſme by their ungodly lives, andeicher neglect che. 
Lords Supper, or come to it to pacthethelr Conſeignees 
13 ey ſin the more freely; rather. roam ec 
ren2then and engage themſelves again, ever 
As for Bapriſme I Pall not nid 6h ie, be gh Ig 
chat this is the leading Sacrament appoinced for i 
ſlimony of our being firſt deveted to God, which 
gagement we ought to call to remembrance and renew” 
ac the Lords Supper, whereof accerding to my prof, 
I now come to ſpeak. 3 "2 
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I. That it jhtlades the tre eke ge of leer. 


ND being delttous ro e ſome ates 
A. co thoſe chat need it, to bring them {through 
Gods bleſſing) to L covſcientigue performance! gf « 5 
gent duty; 1 obferye. there fe 70 Forts of Perl 
faulty herein; eichet ſuch is neglect iti ot that miſcarr/ 
and fail in che mender of 400 i thit negle 
it Ate Either ſuch char doe it our of meer ai 
che gtoflely vicious, that wilt dot come to this Sagt. 
went becauſe chey tht this would lay an obligation 
upon them to forſake thoſe ſins which they nevet in · 
tend to part wich whatever come on't, and che ſtupid 
ſenfleſs ones, that know not the worth, nor ſee the ha. 
of this Ordinance, dr any other duties of Rel 
by live'as heacheniſhly 2s if they had never heard 0 
* and Chriſt, and another world, nor doe they care bes 
; inſtructed in cheſe ꝑ dints, as if they were not at all con- 
cetned in them; orglſe chey ite fuch char abſtatn fron 
it out of doubting und fear, not thinking dengel 
| worthy,or not knowing whetherthey are worthy | or not. 
Of chis ſort there ae many excellent Chriſtians; who 
tod much indulge to their own melancholy and defpon- 
apprehenſions 3 and alſo many weaker Sue] hope, 
honeft well · meaning people, who ſeem co have | x great 
eſteem for this Sꝛcrament; but having always heard 
0 What a dangerous ching it is to teceive it: unwottbilj, 
dare not vent on it, not being well iequ zinted 
W. 2 the nature fwd reaſe W and being doubtful 
whechel 
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5 5 this 1 (hall lay. downf 
tivesto quicken all rb come to, Ip 
due manner, and then briefly dip ; 12 
to cor As to the firſt whar,w wr c 
why this Sacramen Wit appoint 
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the time of irs firlt "1 
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the Lards 1 Cor 1,.244 25. where. after the giving of 
the Cup is added 17 25 doe ye, a5 oft as he drink, it, in re- 
membranct of men and ſo again ver. 26, ſaĩch the Apoſtle, 
As often as ye, eat this Bread, and drink this Cups ye doe 
6 the Lyrds Death till he come, that is, you publiſh and 
repreſent it ro. the world, you acknowledge and com- 
themorace ic. S0 tügt by this it is plain cat che great 
en of this Sitz ment to wich all others may be redu- 
Sed. Is, that by. the, celebrating. thereof ne may remember 
Tins Chr: and eſpecially that we may keep up the, memory 
let. ineſtim ille mercy ti. maphing, bis dying for ; 2 
Ute fret, E DES An +: | 

Ercy which, TF never be, forgotten by. thoſe. on 
extth, and [hall _nevex be forgotten by thoſe in heaven. 
5» tence'itfollows, that they who are in a capacity 
and firneſs rightly to remember Chriſt and his Death, 
gre worthy to partake of this Sactament which was fer 
apart for chat purpoſe: wherefore without going any 
arther | hall ſhew What is neceſſarily required to, con- 
faihed in, of immediacely flows From this remembrance 
& ChriR, that fo we may the more diſtinctly apprehend 
Wit is rEquired of us to make us worthy Receivers 3 
Andherein, I Ivppoſe, will be found comprized thoſe ſe- 
vergt graces uſuallyTaid down for.the due qualification 
6 0 ommunicants, a7 Knowl:dge, Repencance, Faith, 
ip obedience, Brotherly love and Thankfulneſs, And 


185 along Lehtreat thee, Reader, ſeriouſly; x0 look 


477 not. ” v7 "p< 7 - - 4 
int⸗ hy own heart, and examine thy ſelf whether thou 


Rice ig chee tbeſe qualifications ot nat; whether 
6 ohindel choſe graces. wrovght in thy heart, which 
nay. enable thee ſo to remember thy Redeemer as may 
be acceptable to him; that ſo if thou findeſt thy ſelf ſuch 
2 one as is deſctibed, thou maiſt give God the praiſe, 
and take to thy ſeff thẽ comfort of T9 great a męrcy, and 
bꝛencouraged to proceed in this and all othex holy du- 
ties; but if thou findeſt che gogtrar ys chat tou wu 
. | — IR * 
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Chriſtianiry, as not ac oy part of cheir buf | 
Wels to trouble e BIR We e 12 - 
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ged, and thy wants ſupplie 


incend no other Al f ſhall under ever 

endeavour to help thee in thy enquiry, into 0 th | 
of thy ſoul, and in thy ſecking after thoſe graces, Nah 
thou maiſt be convince thou . 7 of, and hat 
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though having ſo large 2 oy 17255 me I ſhall 10 
to 8 my ſelf, 

Firft then in otder rol fight g remembrance of Je- 
fus ChriR, there is neceſſarily ſuppoſed a knoaledge of 
bim: for our memory contains onely choſe perſons ar 
things which we before have known. How could he 
keep che Fifth of November as 2 Thankſgiving "Tor « our 
deliverance from che Popiſh Powder plot, who; hath 
not ſome knowledge beforehand that ſuch a 725 
was laid by the Papiſts, and that by divine pr 
we were delivered fromic ? No more can any man re- 
member Chi iſt as he ought at the Sacrament, except he 
knows who this Chriſt 1s, in his Perſon, and Natur 
and what his Offices ate, whac he came into che; worl 
for, what he hath done and will doe for us. And in- 
deed this right knowledge of Chri coals requi; 
and contains x knowledge of all the chief points of R 
gion; of which T hope thou arc not ignorant ho 
the name of a Chriſtian. It's a ſhame for thes if chou | 
art, having ſuch means and opportunities to infor 
thy ſelf 2s thou enjoyeſt i baving liberty co read thy 
Bible, plain Catechiſmes, and other good Books,” anc 
to hear Gods Word publickly Preacht. Notwithftand 
ing all which adyautages I doubt there are many 9 8 
found, who are very dark, even in wy firſt lesof 
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which'# man makes no great reckoning of, not thinks 
himſelf much wan in, though be may hear it an 
hundred times over, hel ſcarce have foclear an inſigbt 
into ic as he that hath heard it but once or twice witł 
diligence ind attention, applying his mind to ir; as to ⁊ 
matter that is for his life. He that hears a Phyſician di- 
re&ing him to à medicine that will recover him from 
ſome deſperate diſeaſe, is far hkelier (if he have the 
- uſe of bis reaſon) to take, notice of, and fix into his 
mind what's told him, than another that fits by, who 
holds himſelf nothing concerned in it. So rely if peo 
ple thought ic any great matter to ſave tbeit ſouls for 
ever, they would ſoon ſee co get acquainred wi h the 
way to ſalvation, and not remain in fuch bruitiſh igne- 
rance as multitudes doe. And for the help of ſuch 1 
ſhall run over choſe Heads of Religion, which more 
eſpecially are required to enable us right to remember 
Chriſt at cis Commemoration-Feaſt, which he hath 
eltibliſh: in his Church. Know then that God at firſt 
made man in au happy ettate, even Adam and Eve 
our firft Parents, who if they had continued happy fo 
ſhould all we their poſterity have been too; but the 
condition of their continuing in that eſtate, being pet- 
ſect obedience to all Gods commands, they fell from ic 
by bleaking a particular Command, eating of the fruit 
of a certain Tree in Paradiſe, whereof God had en- 
joyned them not to eat, even of che Tree of knowledge 
of good ind evil, as you may read at large Gen. 3. Thus 
their hearts were turned off from God and fixt upon 
the Creature which was pleaſing to their ſenſet. Here- 
upon they became liable ro the wrath of God, who had 
before threatned, that in the day they ear wereof they 
ſpou d dis the death, which included'in it all Kind of =L 
ſety whatever it ſþould pleaſeapdro.inflit. They be 
ing thus become ſinnets they begar Children like them 
_— 7 * 75 * Va a ſelye 5, 


ſelves, condeived in be, — b rought- N 


who can bring a clean thing out wy an unclean? 
Children, the guilt of their ſin might alſo moſ juſtly. 
be impured to them, they being as common re- 
preſenting all mankind; who, had flood with them if 
they had food, and fell with them when they fell, But 
diek Children as they grew up became guilty of aFtuali 
ſins in their own perſons, to Which their wicked natures 
did incline them, which did more expoſe them to the 
wrath of God. This condition was the wotld br 
incoby ſin, become ignoranc of God, prone to all wick- 
ednefle, and deſerving che greateſt miſery, even ever · 
laſting rorment;and in this eſtare God might juſtly have 
left us, he might have givsn t up to our m. carts luſts,and 

ſo one by one as we came intothe world and 15 7 1 
gainſt him, might have deſtroy d us fot ever wichour an 
remedy. Yer he did nor thus, burwas pleaſed out of 
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own infinite wiſdome to provide for us a Saviour ben 


we had thus un done but could not help our ſelves. 
who was this Saviour but his on eternal onely b 
ten Son, very God of very God, who in fulne 
time became Man, and by the power of the N 
Ghoſt was conceived in the womb. of the Virgin 
and barn of her without the feaſt ſtain of fn. and 
God ind Man ins Noderfull manner united in 
perſon. This was that Jeſus Chrilt of whom w T8 

the 'Goſpel, who after he had ſome time prese gi 


Goſpel to the eng laid down his life 28 a Sach- 5 4 


make ſatisfa&ipn for the fins of the world, and x ſea 
gain on the third day, and after foutty days com 
ance on earth he aſcended into heaven, and" theres 
exa'red co fit at the right hand wen in that humat 
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may be given out to the ſons of men. And theſe. 
efits are ſuch that ſhewhim to be a perfect Saviour 
every way fitted to our neceſſities, For by his underta- 
king this work of our Redemption, ho did as it wete te- 
rie ve the world, and kept us from being ſuddenly de- 
Rroyed by divine juſtice; which otherwiſe would have 
laid hold on us, and did obtain for us that we ſhould be 
fried once again for our lives, ſo that our firſt fall 
ſhould not be out damnation, if we would accept of 
that way of Salvation which he hadprocured for, and 
revealed to us. Now ſince our ficft happineſſe did con- 
fiſt in our being like to God, being tighteous and holy 
and obedient to him, that it might appear that Chriſt 
conſulted for his Fathers honour,as well as our intereſt; 
the way to ſalvation which he appointed was this, That 
we ſhould love God above all; and count it our 
greateſt hæppineſſe to be reconcit'd to him, that we 
ſhould humbly acknowledge and repent of all our fins, 
of nature and practice whereby we had provoked his 
anger againſt us; and be ſincerely willing to live in 
obedience to his Laws, and that we ſhould own him the 
Lord Jeſus as our onely Redeemer, and depend upon 
him one ly for ability to perform theſe conditions, and 
to obtain the pardon of fin and the favour of God upon 
performance of them. And then that we might have 
this ability who by the fall were become weak and una- 
ble for good, bur ſtrongly bent tò evil; Chriſt by his 
death obtained of the Fathet, that the Holy Ghoſt, the 
third perſon of the Trinity, ſhould be employ'd to 
bring men to the performance of choſe conditions 
which Chriſt required of all hom he would ſave : And 
#ccordingly the Holy Ghoſt, in purſuance of this work, + 
did inſpire the Apofiles and their fellowers to write and 
pre ach the Goſpel, and ſe sed r the truth of it with 

miracles, forthe-conviRtion of Mit chat ſhould hear it, 
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And in ſome” places in-all-ages bath eoabledtineds- 
make it known; and moreover this Holy Spiri Ah sc 
company the Word to the hearcs of the Heaters, and 
where he is received doth enlighten the mind, and 
ſoften the heart, and heal, and change, and (anRifie-rhe 
nature of man, and reftores bim to the image: of this 
Maker, and begets in him a firong love to God and a 
willingneſle to pleaſe him in all things, and brings him 
to an hearty ſorrow tor, and an hatred of all his fins; and 
enclines and enables bim to come co Chriſt, to believe 
in bim, to love and highly to eſteem him for this 

of Redemption which he bath wrought, aſcribing it 
wholly to his merit char he hath hopes of mercy from 
God and any power to pleaſe him. And then for all 
choſe who by this aſſiſtance of the Spirit are made wile 
ling thus to come to Chriſt and to God by him, for theſe 
Chriſt hath purchaſt that their ſins ould be forgiven 
them, and greater meaſures of the Spiric*beſtowed on 
them; ina word, that they ſhould have all things go 
for them here, and be received into everlaſting glory 
hereafrer, But all they who reje& theſe offers of ſancti- 
fication" avd ſalvation, ſhall die in their ſimm and be. © © 
everlaſtingly incorment wich the Devil and his Angels 
And this ſame Jeſus: Chtiſt will be the Judge of all 
men, and at the end of the world {hall come with gr 
glory and power, and raiſe upthe bodies of all char mer 
dead and change thoſe that ate alive, and ſhall prov © 
nounce and cauſe to be execùted the ſentence of abſq 
lution and glor'fication upon the righteous, and che. 
ſentence of condemnation. upon the wicked. Tf ses 
that Jeſus the Redeemer of the faln world, whoſe. | 
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rs turn you tothe! particular Texts of Scris - 
ving theſe things, they being ſo common and 
well known; and the truth of chem ſo plain that they 
cannot well be doubred of by any that on the Chriſti» 
. an Religion. And I hope they are neither ſo. many nor 
fo difficult, that you ſhould pretend you want time, or 
leatning, ot wit to get well acquainted with them. I dare 
ſay you could learn other kind of matters than theſe, if 
you could ger any worldly advantage by ic. If Books 
were Printed that ſhould teach you how to be rich and 
honourable, to live in eaſe and pleaſure to enjoy health, 
long life, and all kind of proſperity, you would pore 
ſufficiently upon ſuch Books, and bear your brains day 
and night, bur you would get to underſtand and remem- 
ber them. Bur if indeed you have ſo little regard to 
your ſouls, that you will periſh for lack of knowing thoſe 
things Which might eaſily be known, your damnation is 
juſt, And as for you that think rhe moſt ſottiſh igno- 
Fahce is excuſsble becauſe you are no Scholars, ind yet 
take your ſelves for as good Chriſtians as the beſt, let 
me tell you-plainly, if you be without the knowledge 
of cheſe principal Heads of Religion, you are not fit to 
be ſo much, as called Chriſtians, Are you Diſciples of 
Chriſt that are fo blockiſh and Rupid that you have not 
yer learner the firſt principles which he teacheth his 
Schollars > Nay if you tefuſe to learn chem, you there- 
by renounce Jeſus Chriſt, to wit, as he is your Prophet 
and Teacher; which if you doe, expect not ſalvation 
from him. And as without being acquainted with theſe 
fundamentall cruchs you are able to perform no duty 
aright; ſo eſpecially not this of receiving the Lords 
Supper: fot, Fay, can he remember Chriſt as he (hould 
that knows not who he is, what he has done for him, or 
what need he ſtands in of hi? And they who being 
in this wilfull blindoefle vetitute upon this nance, 
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wuſt alin hel 2A burt, cc coming 
common me il br metrly for iRome and fa 
and ſo are ulli of the very ſarhe mic afriage N 
ApoRtle'repteſehrs 88 ſo d Og FC, 122 5 35 
eat the Breſd and drink try Wine, not 8 A ds- 
Body, not having hit knowledge of 16 is chi * 
tepreſented, wheteby they might be enabled to give 
bim that reverence and honour which ĩs required of {ff 
chat are admitted to theſe myſeries, | 
I need nat ute ſpend time in examining the Rex . 
whether he know cheſe truths before laid down of ft 
If chou haſt ede uſe of thy reiſon thou canſt tell, I hope 
what it is thott Oe and what thou doeſt not 
wherefore fake thy ſelf ro task, and go over the fever 
points of ne 16 L have before briefly men „ 
them, if thou chinkf fit, and take account . N ö 
apprehenſion and underſtanding, and w here thou findſt 5 
thou att moſt wanting, be dili los ro 5 and fati 
thy ſelf : and ro this purpole conſcience of hear ö 
the word Preacht, and of reading the holy ks” #:4 
private, And-get well 2cquainred wich che or 
Religion, as you may find them in Cacechiſmnes; er ch 
plrinett Books chat treat of them, Bur think it's 
nough to be able to fay the bare words, to repen o 
Creed without book, or the like but labour weſt to n. 
derſtand them; and fix them deeply upon your mind 
29 thoſe things which ate of greateſt nece ts. 
known and remembred of any in che world,” | 
barely co know-and remember them will not profit 701 
except you fo digeſt and improve them, that chey mays 2 
your affe ctions and guide you in Jour pr De „ „% 
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2 moſt lamentdble miſtake to think thit f. th ing 
of what you helie ill fave. 7 
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thould: patrer them over 927 by this means a Parry 
might paſſe for a good Chriſtian, If you had a Receipt 
ven you directing you how to cure the Toothache, 
> Ex you. think it would take away the pain to get it 
without book, and ſay it ovet by rote ? would you not 
rather ſee to read ic and [make uſe of the medicine 
Which ic ſhould appoint? Eyen thus muſt. you read 
Gods Word and good Books, to know what is your du- 
ty, that you may ſer with all your might to the doing of 
it. And indeed your knowledge is defective till it come 
thus to affe& your heatt: vWhexefore let chat be che mark 
by which you may judge of its truth and ſincerity, if it 
raiſe your affections and leads you forth to ation, 
7h. 2.3, 4. For if you know that God hath in himſelf all 
fulnefle of 2oodneſſe,and know that you are needy and 
indigent, and can onely receive ſupply and ſatisfaction 
from him, you cannot but defire after him, and ſeek 
how to ger a patt in his love. If you know that you are 
in your ſelves loſt undone creatures, and that Jeſus 
Chriſt and be alone, is able and willing alſo to recover 
and ſave you, you will then betake your ſelyes to him 
for healing and ſaving mercy. If you knoy chat ſin is 
your diſeaſe, bondage and diſhonour,and holineſſe your 
glory, liberty and health, you will readily comply with 
the Spirit of God to be freed from fin, and robe made 
25 holy as your nature is capible. This then is true and 
ſaving knowledge which muſt. be in all that can affe- 
ctiontely remember Chriſt at the Communion, Of 
this knowledge Chriſt ſpeaks, Job. 17, 2...T his is life 
eternal to Knom thee, the onely true God, and Jeſus Ghriſt 
whoni thou h-/# ſent. And of this the Prophet ſpeaks, Iſa. 
53. 11, By hi; knowledge ſhall my rigbteoms ſervant juſtifie 
many, that is, he ſhall juſtifie choſe who have ſuch 2 
ſound and working knowledge of him as leads them to 
the performance of what. he tire of them. For if 
| men 


of God to work the trutb with. power upon your 


inwards of your ſouls, and give you ſuch inhgt 
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And then 2. Tos muff often conſider of thoſe ryxbs th 


wen once come. indees en char Crit ighlig Se 
of God, who exrnely dehites their good, ee 
chem nothing but whar makes thereto, ſurely They w 
readily then hearken to and. obey him. All this 1 add 
to knoxledge, becauſe iris very imperfect till it be; 
thus fruitfull; and will not cindicace. chaſes 
is, from the imputation of ignorancge. 
Now to get your knowledge to be thus powerfull up- 
on your hearts and lives, I cannot advife you t any 
More neceſſary courſe than theſe two, 1. H 7 "og 
55 
you may receive it in the love thereof, When you g0 to 
hear or fir. down to read, beſeech God to accompany 
the Word by bis mighty Spitit chat ic may fink into 
your minds and not become unprofitable ; bur cha. 7 
may enlighten and awaken you, and reach to cheery 
your ſelves, and ſuch a diſcovery, of your duty, th 2 
may vigorouſly be carriedon to the performance 5 ; 
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know ; you muſt dwell upon them in your minds dll 
you are moulded, changed and wrought upaꝝ H ben 
For want of this Conſidenation chiefſy it iu o man 
remain in ignotance: and that many be e 
ſome ſleight knowledge are no mote hettered by 
for you muſt medicare upon what you read or hegt, th 
you may more clearly and. diſtinctiy underſtand its 
-which you cannot doe if words flip pur of your thoughts 
as ſoon as they are out of your ears, And then afrerthe 
doAfines of che Goſpel are well underſtood, yau maſt 
farcher pay herein they concern your parucular,* 
caſe, and what uſe you are to make of them: for oth 


Wiſe how is it poſſible they ſhould profit you? Thou 
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you have never ſo mach book-learnins, zyd brain- 
knowledge, What are che better for ll, you im- 
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toxe it not to your own good, by this feridus conſiderid 
tion þ Cat yon think ever to have #'profitable ſtving 
' knowledge of Chrift, if you uſe not ſeriouſly to think of 
Him, what yeed'you Rand in of him, and what benefit 
He will be to you, and what muſt be done to make him 
yours; Can you get your fins mortified add pardoned, 
if you will not ſo — is bethink your ſelf what an evil 
thing fin is, and whar your particular fins are? Cin you 
be moved wich the hopes of glory if you have it not in 
your thoughcs ? Can you eſcape your danget if you for- 
get it, and ſo are out of fear > If then you Would ever 
hve any profit by your knowledge, fallen the Apoſtles 
advice to Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 7. Conſider what is ſaid to 
thee at at any time, and that's the next way to obtain 
From the Lord underſtanding in all things 3, ſo like wife 
1 Tim. 4. 15. Meditate on theſe things, give thy ſelf whol- 
Hy to them, that thy profiting may appear to all, If you have 
not time to ſpare purpoſely for meditation, yet take 
ume as you are uponthe way, or about fy buſine ſſe 


"which will permic you. And let this be tie chief ſub- 
*5e& of your thoughts, which T am ſure deſerves them 
mot even Vom you ſhould dv to ol tain ſalvation by Teſi #5 
Chriſt; ind never leave following on this enquiry, till 
you be fully reſolved, co fer about What's required of 


you to thit purpoſe. 8 77 5 
ns there muſt be this ſound knowledge of Chriſt and 
of the cnef points of Chriflian Religion in all that can 
duely remember Chriſt ar a Sacrament, ſo it will be 
readily granted, that ch1s Jeſus Chriſt muſt be believed 
to be indeed the Saviour of the world as is declated in 
the Scriptures: and all.chac is there laid down of his In- 
" catnation, Life, Death Reſurtection, Aſcenſion Inter- 
ceſſion and coming again to Judgement mult be belie- 
ved to be ttue. I will not make à diſtinct Head of this, 
becauſe its neceſſarily ſuppoſed in the former as | have 
. explained 


1 . fled ol che ſe ti 
like co be effectuall er un, if we are Ne 
erſwaded that they are truths. Ahd et det 
be offended i I ſhould make uy que 
believes the Chriftian RAG and t 
be che word of God, and ac} Ic 
the Son of God, ind the — — 
the Prophets all along in de old Teſtament ſe 
But though there are fem who openly deny er f 
doubt of theſe things, yet I fear there is a g de 
and too common even in this part of Faith wilic 
ſilts in an uſſent to the truth of the Goſpel. -For t 
there are who take little paint to ſertle their bel 
vn ſure foundations, which would bear-a ſhal 
aſſault ſHouſc he made; and can ive little xc 
they ate of this; Religion or opinion techet of in 
other, except: becauſe this is chat they leur 6 of the 
parents, and is profeſt by heit neighhourt, And er 
and countenanced by the Las of the Land: and fag 
ly theſe are but weak argument. But here let me adfle 
as before, that granting you doe believe alle the 
Goſpel reveals, yet this ĩs not enough exgept ret - 4 
prevail wich you to doe what the Goſp n « ig * 72 
der to your ſalvation. And this is indeed the? 2 8 
to get your Faith well ſtrengthned and et 
by yielding obedience to the truth, and c yin 
own experience, what benefit comes by con 
your ſelves tothe will of God revealed in hi Golpe . 
whether you can find che promĩſes made to ſuch obedi= 
ent ones in any meaſure fulfilled to you x I + 
you have found this, you will ſay wich the A 8 
You are not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chryit, bera 
begun to find N to be the pomer of Ged ro ſalpa 


Lo: 1 us, Jah, 7. 17. 7. 1 | 
his d ctrin- whes 1 
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his will, he ſball kaows 


ih like a mans cafting of Honey, which will 

ive him more aſſurance. of its ſweerneſſerhan all argu- 
ments could'dee: and is will make him confidently 
e though the gunningꝰ ſt Sophiſter ſhould en- 
deavour. by ſubtle arguments to perſvade: him to the 
ontraryz bis experience will confute them all. This is the 


times turn Atheiſts and Infidels ; whilſt the honeſt weak 
Chriſtian that hath: reliſht and well digeſted the truths 
of Religion, holds chem ſo firmly in his he art, tather than 
brain, chat be can die for chat vhich he cannot ſo well 
diſpute for. Thus far then I, hope you ſees manifeſt, 
that to your right remembrance. of Chriſt, & ſo to mak 
you worthy Communicants, its neceſſary that you know 


kind, andthat all that Scripture ſpeaks of him is true. 
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CHAP. III. 
II. A right. remembring Sin, the occaſion of bis death, Of 
.; Repentanceywith Conſiderations to work, and promote it. 


ö en y be underſtood, that if at the Sacra- 
1 ment you keep up a Remembrance of, Chriſt, and 
in an eſpeciall manner ſhen ferth bis death, till he come, 
then you muſt needs Remember hat was the occaſion 
of his dying, and that was the fins of the world. Had 

there been no Sin we had needed no Saviour. Had we 
continued in our firſt eſtate, we had needed no Reſtorer, 
Nom hence it will naturally follow, that no man can 
duely celebrate the Sacrament, »ho/e eges bave not been 
| opened to ſee the exceeding great evil that is in ſin, and to 
be convinctd of his own fins ſo as to lament and hate, and 
| — re/olve 


aſs wi” 


who this Chriſt is, and bat you have to doe with him, 
and to helieve that he is indeed the Redzemer of man- 


Alon why great Wits and profound Schollars ſome- 


an. 
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R 71 * #: 4 For: is ie” ible » 1 " 
EB. Chriſts Death as be on t ſe 
burt in that which put him to death ? „that toyes 
the very Nails ind Spe ar that Were chruftinto his bends? 
and feet and fides, and intends to on bim of 
when be is gone away ? And all this doth he chat never 
yer ſaw the odiouſneſſe of Sin, and that in hot heatcily-- 
ſer againſt it, but ſecretly rerains and cberiſfer ir. Can bs 
rightly Remember Chriſts dearh,who ſees go gitat bes 
he ſtood in of it, nor 18 ſenſible of any great adyinripe ” 
that comes to him dy ĩt, but rather thinks Chriſt mig 
have kept his bloud to himſelf; and that ĩt would be a 
diſadvantage to him to att ain the ends and benefics of 
his bloodſhed”? And ſuch ' wretched blaſphemous 
thoughts in effect hath he that ſees not his fad eſtate by L 
reaſon of Sin; and that thinks ĩt would be to his loſſe to 
part wich ĩt· Wherefore ſince it evidently appears that” 
true Repenrance is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to qualiſe 
and fit a min for this Ordinance, where it is to be te- 
newed, and to which he muſt come with an humble 
broken heart, fer me defire chee to put the queſtion to . 
thy own herrt, whether thou know'ſt by: expetience”® 
what it iscorepenr of, and be truly hurable for Sin? 
And that thou maiſt the better know hat Fmean, let 
me ask thee; Didſt thou ever yet feriouſly cnſider Wb 
thy condition is by nature, and by reaſon of thy care - 
leſſe ſinfull life? And haſt thgp foand thy ſelf ſenſibiy | 
affected and ſtitred with this Conſideration, ſo that thou 
haſt been verily perſwaded, that thou arr in thy felf 4 
loſt creature, and except there be a way far mercy, art 
like to periſhfor ever > And haſt thou been convinc d 
that Sin is che cauſe of all this miſery and danger which 
thou art liable ro? And haſt thou hereupon hearcily 
riev'd for,and bewail'd thy wretched miſerable ſtate ? 

iſt chou been kumbled * thou * | 
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| wel and: then -F fear all's litele bet 


mugbt with thee: for though thete may be — ude 
of good people in times of light aud having good edu-" 
cation, that cinnot diftinaly tell, whenthey mere iu a 


mote eſpeciall manner wroughr- upon, and | b . 


home to God, yer few, if auy, but can remember: 
once they were much worſe than they ate; even that 


they were too like the reſt of the world, but nom they 


find they are waſhed and cleanſed. Perhaps when thou 
haſt ſworn, or been drunk, or commigted any the like 
wickedneſſe, thou rouldiſt cry, God forgiur me, un 
ſay: thou art 2. greit ſinner, but fill ·goeſt on, and 16% 
maineſt as bad ag thou waſt, If this indeed be thy caſe, 
if thou art yet a meer firanger to this work of Chriſt 
on thy ſoul, who is exalted iu c. firſt place to! gi 
mance, thou art ar preſenc very unſit to drink of that 
ee wa ſhed for, ard which ſeaſs the Nm 
5 ſins. 173 0e . . v0 . 911 2 Ga 
e (that I may prtceed in the method I promiſeds 
by directing co the attainment of thoſe graces which af 
wanting) in order toche-breaking of thy hard heart, and 
humbling thy ſoot for Sin, I night adviſe ie in the 


fluſt place to look back into thy heit rand life, 40 find 


out thy particular ſins, not being content in the gese- 
rall ro confeſſe thy ſelf a ſinnet as ill men ren ſot his 
is not ſo likely much to work upon ther, but to faſten 
upon thy moſt remarkable ſia, and dwell upon and 
bewail them: and ſo all leſſer euils, and that body death 
which thou carrieſt about chee continually, which was 
born wich thee, and is the ground ot all che reſt. Jn 
this method partly may you find David's confeſſion, 
Pat: 51. at the beginning to the 5. verſe, Further 4 

t direct thee earveſtlyro beg of God to open t 
eyes, and (hey thee what thy eſtate is and diſcover ge 
ther more of the evil of Sin. before thou feel irs, fad 
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eſſedts when repentarice will come too late; More: 
appointed for rhe” 
working of a true and ſaving ſorrow for Sin, 28 to ob- 
ſerve hat God ſpezks againſt it in his Word, and to 
attend diligentlyto the moſt ſearching and awakening 2! 
Preaching ; and to be much employ'd in thoſe oonſide- 


ver chou art to ufe all other means 


rations that have a ſpecial tendency to the begetting of 
this frame ; and of this ſort I might name ſeverall, as 
for inſtance, to think frequently how great and gract- 


" ous 2 God ſin is cammitted againſt, and what particular 


reaſons thon haſt to ſerve and pleaſe him,from the mer- 


cies and means thou enjoyeſt ; think how he ſtands re- 
lared to thee as thy Creator, Preſerver and Ruler, and 
therefore diſobedience to him is moſt odious, impu- 


dent and undutifull. Withall irs good to confider how 


much hurt Sin doth to the foul, which is ſo excellent a 
Being, bow ir defiles, debaſeth and difquiets ic, ho 


it expoſech the whole man to all kind of evils and ſuffe- 


rings here on earth; and to everlaſting torments bete 
after, and deprives: men of thoſe unſpeakable - joys' 


which are to be had with and from God, But to avoid 


tediouſneſſe I ſhall paſle over theſe and many the like 
conſiderations, and keeping to the Subject in hand (ſhall! 
rather ditect thee to fetch matter for humiliation and 


repentance from the Croſſe of Chriſt, the remem- 
brancewhereof-arthe Sacrament ſhould Rill keep up 
and renew thy-godlyſorrow, If then thou art one who 
never yet ſaweſt any'greac hurt in Sin, but for all the ill 


language which 1s given it, canſt quietly and lovingly”: 


entertain it, let me beſeech thee 2 while to fix thy 
thoughts upon a crucified Siviour, and then remain of 


this wretched opinion if thou canſt. Behold the — 


God become Man, a moſt innocent holy perſon, w 


hole life was ſpent in doing good, who head Diſea- 
ſes, ciſt our Devils, pitcied all chat were affliged, rrvght 
: che 
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ths dn ptay'd and (53 = poor Sinner 
; 3 and Wwe Akte 

behold chis blefſe8 Jeſus, who hag never in al fi fe 
been guilcy of che leaſt ſin in thought word or deed; cd 
ever gave juſt cauſe of offence ro any man living, be- 
hold him I ſay,” in che Garden little before his cructs 
fying, ſorrowfull even to the death,in ſuch a bitter ago» 
ny chat he ſwear great drops or clots of bloud ; and what 
inward pains and ſorrows doſt thou think muſt thoſe 


: Wr 
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needs be, which put bim into ſuch an annarurall Iweac” . * 
as this, though his patience was as much greater than n 


mortall maus, as his ſufferings themſelves were: for we 
cannot imagine that he who ſo calmly bore all choſe in- 
dignities and cruelcies which were offered and inflicted 
by inſolent men, ſhould be leſſe patient in regard of 
thoſe ſufferings which he underwent immediately from 
God, but we may conclude that theſe were infinicely 
the greater- Then after this beginning of ſorrows, and 


after be had been molt vilely abuſed and ſer ar nou A 


by che Rulers,-the chief Prieſts, the Souldiers an 
common people; after he ind in jeer been cloathed 


in a purple Robe, with a Crown of Thorns on his Head, * 


and a Reed in his Hand; after he had been laughr ar, 


ſpic on, whipt and buffered, behold him brought forth to 
be ſtretcht upon the Croſſe, where his enemies ſtood 


gazing , ſhonting and wagging their heads at him ; 
whilſt bis tender hands and feet are firuck through wich 
nails that faſten him to the wood, and in his ſoul he felt 
that pain which wrung from him that doleful com- 


plaint, My God, my God, why haſt thag for ſaken me? No 


jet me beg thee to dwell a while upon this Subj & with 
the reaſon and boyels of a man, ind then tell me whe- 


matter that the Lord of Glory underwent ſuch gr e- 
vous ſufferings. What? was Chriſt ſo prodigall of his 
Rlood as to ſhed ir for a trifle?or rij God fo cruel as to 


they in thy Conſcience. thou think ſt it was for a ſmall. 
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put his own dearly beloved N20 to all this ſmurt for aW. 
Eid thing? Certainly it rs art a Chriſti⸗ 7 1 
an thou cantt not harbour 7 ra baſe thoughts. Well 
then, what was it chat put Chriſt to all chis ſortom and 
ſhame and ſmart? Ab friend, it was thy fin and ming, 
and the reſt of the worlds that was che. cauſe, and canſt 
thou then imagine it an harmleſſe thing? If thou doubt 
of what I ſay, hear the plain word of God, Iſa. 5 3. 47 5. 
6. Sarely be bath born our grieft and carried our ſorrons ;.. 
yet ne did eſteem him ſtricken, ſmitten uf Gcd, and aſflicted. 
But be was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for... 
our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace mas upon. him, 
and with his ſtripes are we braled. All me like ſheep have , 
gone «ſtray ; me have turned every one to his onn nay; and. 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. I Pet. 
2. 31. Chriſt alſo ſuffered fox us. yer. 24. #ho bis, own ſelf 
bare our ſins in his own body on the tree;---- Gal. 3. 13. 
And at che inſlitution of his Supper he acquaints us 
that his Hood was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins, Mat. 2 6.2 8. 
When Man had rebe{}'d zgainſt bis Maker, and broke. 
that Law which chreatned deſtruction to him that 
ſhould break ir, there was no other way that we are told. 
of, but either he himſelf muſt undergoe che puniſh» 
ment he had deſerved, of ſome one elſe on his behalf, 
And therefore Man being ſpared, there was found no. 
way for the ſatisfaction and honour of offended juſlice, 
but by cheſe ſufferings which the Lord Jeſus our durety 
underwent: who being ſo glorious a. perſon, even the 
Son .of God made Man, he onely being made a ſacrifice. 
for ſin could condemn. ſin in the fleſh, diſcovering to all the 
world that ſin yas. a moſt hainousevil, ſo hateful and 
di{pleafing to the bleſſed Majeſty, that he would q 
forgive to any man tbe leaft-iniquiry without ſacisfs» 
on made, and, no other ſatis fiction would he accept 
but the Death of Chriſt, 2% 45. beconze bar propitiarian, 


2 5 e any argurnenc of recs, 
ting Ul conſiderative perſons co £ 
that which bath been found ſo miſchigyousÞ A 


me leave to improve this conſideration in to. 
particulars, that ſo it may be the cleadier d | 


and the force of it more felt. 
1. Mechinks it may be great matter of — 


ca us, to think that we ſhonld oe fe 9 hajnouſly geil x indeparty 
in * God, and living, in rebellion againſt him, th 


= nat by any means avoid bis deſerved.wrath, byt by 7575 
bitter ſufferings of the Lord Jeſus, Cercainly, Renchen 
bad thou been preſent. when Chriſt was ſo abuſ 
the cruel Jews and cheir Rulers, it would have 
thee trocompaſſion, if chou hadſt onely thou him im- 
nocent, But if moreover thou hadſt known he endured 
all chat fot thy ſake, would it not haue affected thee 
much mare.? If thou hadſt ſeen bim ſpit upon, | 
and ſtricken wich the palms of cheit hand, if chou h 
beheld the blood running down when be waa 

ar heard bis groanings in the Garden, ot 

and then hadſt thou ht xithin thy fal e, from du for wy 
ſake, t this have ¶ been the cauſe of, would is not have mor 


ved and melted thy heart? If thou ſhquld'R now ſeg 


any of thy friends put to cruell corcures: to free; dh 
fram. them, would it not make thy heart even bieel 
7 257 ther? And why then may it not have che (ame 

2355 thee, to ſer a dying Chriſt before thy eyes, 
255 as became poor for Our ſakes gbat we 7 72 bi ible 


ty might be made rich, 2 Cor. &. ok Hehe 
that eh might. haue pace, received , fripes A anger 


have healing, as in that forequoted j 3, of, Iſaiah 
yer. 1 remember 1 our. bleſſed Lord when: 23 
Selsg g ſuffer, laid. ta che Women that followed him 
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Dor finners, weep not for Chriſt out of a kind of piry to 
im, that he ſhould unjuſtly (as to men) be put to ſo 
prear ſmart, bur weep for your ſelves and your ſins that 
were the cauſe. And this is that I chiefly intend under 
this Head, char ſeeing Chrift hath bore ſuch an heavy + 
load upon thy account, amongſt the reſt, thou mailt 
hence learn the true nature and deſert of ſin, of thy own 
{ins which thou art wont to make ſo light of. Certain- 
ly the vety torments of the damned doe not more plain - 
ly diſcover the evil of fin, and Gods hatred of it, than 
the ſufferings of Chriſt doe. For it is evident, that the 
gteatneſſe of the puniſpment, where the Judge is know- 
ing and upright, is a plain argument of the gteatneſſe 
of the — 4 if you ſhould ſee a man by the way 
bung up alive in chains, you would ſoon conclude it 
was for murthet, or ſome the moſi horrid wickedneſle, 
chat he was ſo dealt wich. And as evident it is, that the 
worth and eminency ofthe perſon who is punitht ſpeaks 
the offence proporcionably of an higher nature, If we 
ſhould heat char a King who is both juſt and mercifull, 
bad cauſed his own Son's right hand to be cut off, we 
might well conclude there was ſome more than ordina - 
ry canſe ; but eſpecially if he, being guiltleſſe himſelf, 
had ſuffered this for another mans ſake, we ſhould rea- 
ſonably inſerre, that it was a crime of the bigheſt na- 
ture, for which was made ſo dear ſarisfation. Now 
what muſt we think when we ſee che Lord Jeſus upon 
the Croſſe, who though he felt pain and ſorrow onely as 
de was in our nature, yer was * natute ſo nearly uni- 
ted to the Divine; that its faid, God purchaſed his Church 
with his own blood, Acts 20. 28, ſo 1 Job. 3. 16. Hereby 
perceive we the love of G1d, becauſe be laid dow) bis life for 
uu, thit is, Chriſt who was God as well as Man, laid, 
Ac. che like, ta mention no more; we find, bi 2. 
oy + 1 6,758. 15 4 


0 * 


6, 9; $. Itben we conſider one ſo far adviticed 
men, laid ſo low 3 one bal harmleſſe, undefiled, ſeqar « 
ow ſinners, ſuffering ſuch grievous thing, may we 
: all reaſon conclude, chat the fin which cated 
was out of meaſure finfull, for that's the worſt word 
chat can be given ir ; ics nitute being ſo odious that no- 
thing can be ſaid of it ſufficient to expreſſę its vileneſſe. 
Good Reader then let me perſwade thee to judge of fin 
by this evidence, and never more to hearken to i 
own fleſh, or to the ſubtle Tempter, or thy fooli 
Companions, that would make che believe chere's no 
ſuch hurt in thoſe ſins thit pleaſe thee, that thou need ſt 


not be focarefull to avoid them, or ſo deeply humbled 
for them : That Deyil who would perſwade thee that 


it is ſuch a matter of nothing co provoke God to anger, 
knows and feels the contrary in himſelf, So much hurt 
as there is in a Devil compared to an Angel, in 

compared to heaven, ſo much hurt he hath learnt th 


is infin. Beware leaſt thou come to leatn ir by ſuch - 


ſad experience thy ſelf. But that I may finiſh this, lee 
me once again ask thee, wherher thou dar'ſt ſay, that 
Chriſt underwent greater ſufferings than he needed to 
have done, in order to make ſatisfaction for our fins, or 
that God laid on him more then in juſtice he | 
when he was become our Surery 
firm eicher of theſe, beware how thou minceſt and le(- 
ſeneſt thy fins when thou ſhould*ſt repent of, and bewail 


them: for by ſo doing thou doſt in e ffe thus blaſpheme 


God, Oh then ler fin be call'd to the barre; indi& it 
for a mutrherer, as well thou mayſt, accuſe ic as guilty 
of the bloody death of the Lord of Life, ſhew all che 
wounds and ſtabs that ic gave him and ſee that 

pronounce ſentence againſt ir, even utter death with- 
our any piry or remorſe; and hearcily lament thy own 
baſeneſſe, in having ſo long gi yen loving entertainment 
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<ofuch a matron aa 2 eur. 
ever chen fingd'Rt any favourable thoughts of 
in 251 breaſt, call co mind whar it did againſt! G 


feigned ſorrow tor all thy iniquities, for which thy Sa- 
viour was thus wounded. 

2. The next thing I would have have thee to en- 
large thy meditations upon in the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
in order to the bringing of thee to 2 kindly repentance, 


is that un pen halle love which: is hereby mani feſted to the 


lat ſons of men: when I ſpeak of Repentance, I mean 
not ee thy ſhedding. of a few rears, but an inward 

chavge of thy wind, as I before ſhewed, that thou 
Awol ſt rurn froms Sin to the love of God, and I know 
not what can. be more likely to produce this, than to 
ſbew chee the incolerable evil and-miſchief of ſin, that 
chou maiſi cin from it, and che. infinite goodneſſe of 
Sod, chat thou maiſt be drawn. to him. Both theſe the 
Croſſe of Chriſt mot admirably holds forth, ſo that well 
might the Apoſtle call riff, trie, the viſdame of 
God, and the pixes of God, 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. Ho ic 
ſhews the evil of fincobring us to loath and leave it, I 
Dave already ſhown, and ſhall doe more in two follows 
ing parciculars, 


ding Chriſt for us, and of Chrift-in being willing to lay 
down his life, that at many; as believe in him might not 
periſh, bat have everlaſting life. Conſider ſeriouſly, how 
rhe great God bath PAK. akcer, thee a poor worm, the 
God whom thou hadſt ſinn d againſt makes thee offers 


of peace, the God who needs thee not, Jet appears de- 


fer that mike thy hearc riſe; againſt it, and even bail 
th an holy Hatred and deſite of revenge... And let the 
gut uenc * of choſe Rreams of blood 


och thy fips fetcht from him, open thy eyes to ſhed ./ 
ſtre ams of 8575 or however work thy heart to an un- 


„„ © red 


Thar which I would now ſet thy 
thoughts upon, is, the inconceivable love of God 1 in giy- 


froug | 
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| rai of th FEA 6 he be mig hui wed 
| out everla rat K { erbe Was wi '-. 
his compaſſſo ws 57 ſee hat he bath 20 
1 thy recovery. "He hath ſenc his own Son 
man, made under the Law, and delivered 
| for our offences, and accepted of the ſati Nan r 
hath made on che behalf of all, chat ſhall 575 him come 
to that God from hom they ate faln: and by his ? 
not onely ue of fin, and deliverance from hell, 
1glorious Kingdome char ſhall never fade is 1 
for all true Beſievers. So that here 
1. Thou ſeeſt plainly there is wp of pardon and acces” 
pt ance upon thy hearty ſorrow for, and reſolutions againſt fins, 
And whom would not this encourage to come in, freely. 
acknowledging and proteſting againſt cheir former 
lidings and rebellions. If indeed thou waſt paſt 
it were 2s good keep thy fins while chou maiſt, a 
make thy beſt of them. But this ig not yet thy caſe; 21 
if ic hereafrer ſhould be, tbou maiſt thank thy own 
wilfulneſſe. For Jeſus Chriſt hach browghe in 4 1 
hape: chere is by him liberty proclaim'd to the capti 
freedome to all that are bound, eaſe and ret, 80 tf 
that are -burdened, a pardon co all chat are penitent. 
And what ? will ag this make chee ſtirreꝰ 1s, a golden 
Scepter held forch, and mc thou not lay 1 of che, 
| oppottunĩtie ? Is God willing to put up all che afffe 
he hath received from thee, if thou wilc now - og 
ſubmit thy (eff, and will not this bring thee in? Is be; 
ready to he recancil'd, and art chou backward ? what, 
doſt chou rather hold off, becauſe he doch ſo invite 
and importunethce co bim? Becauſe heis pleaſed wi 
ſo muc earnelipeſie and compaſſion to call, thee 
from lin to himſelf, doſt thou che more ſecutsly run on 
whe Ben ? Oh baſe ingracitude, and meer made, ©? 
| Becauſe, there is hope of pajdon diſcays:ed. He 4 
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e 
we Golpel,as procuted by Chriſt, therefore, æden t 
fore, doe wretched finners harden theit heatts, and em! 
bolden themſelves to continue at a diſtance from God,” 
as if ic was a mattet of nothing to get their peace mad 
wich him, or as if he muſt of necefticy pardon and ſave 
chem, let them live as they liſt, Thus vilely doe they 
. pervert the very defign of the Goſpel. Whereas were 
they ipgenuous and reaſonable, they would acknows-' 
ledye it robe a moſt forcible motive and engagement 
to caſt away ſin, to hear that there was hopes of having 
forgiveneſſe and favour from God. If a company of 
Subjects ſhould rebell again their Prince, xhat courſe” 
Would be more effe&uall in all probability to reclaim 
them, chan to aflure pardon to afl that would throw 
down their arms? But if they ſhould be ſo baſe as to 
abuſe che mercy of their Prince, and think, becauſe he 
was ſo compaſſionate, they mighr rhe ſafelier perſiſt in 
their rebellion, ir is but juſt chey fhould be deftroy'd, 
If thou love thy ſoul, then beware hom thou abuſeRt the 
grace of God. Wilt chou put away from thee the evil 
of thy doings, waſh thee and make che clean, and ſo 
with humility and ſubmiſſion flie to God for mercy > 
if ſo, this mercy through Chrift ſhall be affuredly thine, 
Bur otherwiſe, know thete is not @ word of comfort for 
chee in the whole Goſpel, nothing but whac may firike 
thee with tertour. For remember well, chat the de ith 
of Chriſt gives all the encouragement in the world tg 
Repentance, but not the leaſt to Sin. Yea, ic bath 
done more to deſtroy ſin than all che rerrours and 
thre atnings of the Law. Well then, chough thou art a 
loſt finner, departed from God, once without hope, yet 
behold the God of heaven and earth rakes piry on thee, 
he would not have thee utrerly periſh, though thou haſt 
done ſo much to deſtroy thy ſelf. He calls thee back to 
him, if chou wilt heacken and obey, and , 
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good ne ſe mani feſted in that way whereby this mert it pro- 
| hears of all but flat Infidels, or bruiciſh finners chat 


comprebenſion of Men or Angels. Here are m 
and unſearchable treaſures of goodneſſe. hen 
orld, 


lang devote thy ſelf to his fear, thou need} m 
doubt of his favour. So then here's hope of mercy that 


le 1 may encourage all that heat it to 


2. And in the next place there is ſo much love and 


cured and tendered, that may ſerve to work upon che 


will not be broughr ſo much a8 once to confider of it, 
or ſeriouſly regard it. Here is love that paſſeth che i 


could God commend his love more to the faln W 
than in giving his Son to die for us when we were wich- 
out help >- And whar greater love can be ſhemn chan 
that which Chriſt bach manifefted in laying down his 
life for his friends ? nay for enemies, that they might be 
made friends ; for che ungodly.chat he might reconcile 
them to God. Vile wretches rhar we wy a Sha. 
affected with this amazing diſcoyery of ivine bouncy ' 
Its true indeed, chere ate many chings we are yet i 

rant of, which makes this love the leſſe apprehended in 
its due dimenſions, Did we know more the infigite 
Majeſty of God, and our meanneſſe compared to him, 
and how provoking a thing Sin is, and how contrary to 
his nature ; did we know more what ſtrange condeſcen- 
ſion there was in God's manifeſting himſelf in fleſh, 
what bitter things our blefled Saviour endured for our 
ſakes ; did we know the greatneſſe of that miſery he 
hath ſav'd Believers from, and of the gloty he hath pre- 
par'd for them, did we clearly know theſe and all other 
heightning circumſtances, pur admiration and aſtoniſh= 
ment would be unexpteſſible, as it will be when they 
are More fully reveal d to us. But though at preſent we 
are 


SS * : 4 * * 
ho - 5 e . * 3 + 2 _ . 
bim̃, a . g N l 5 
a 4 - 
* 2 p : 
and wilt non | 
(7 


| nue much in the dark, yer'ſo muck of them we kno}; 


that would we dulyponder chem, we ſhould even 4⸗ 
m#z62 cry our, oh che depth of the riches of ibe viſ dme an 
$60dgfe of G And What? will not chis prevail with 
chee, oh hack -· ſliding finner, to deaf. ingenuoufly and 
àutifully wich that God, who hath tevealed ſuch abun- 
dant met̃oies to win thee to himſelf? when thou hadſt 
andone thy ſelf, and the Law which thou hadſt broke 
had paſt its ſentence upon thee, when thou mighteſt 
juſtly have expected the execution; behold; without thy 
ſeeking; 4 gracions reprieve. And there than ſo, when 
thou migheft have hid 2 Purſuivant ſpeedily diſpatcht 
to ety thee to deſefvVed torment; behold a Saviour ins | 
ing to prevent thy ruine. Inſtead of an unchange> 

able doom, bebhold in M of oblivion; aſſating pardon 
tpon-cafie corlditigys/ Doe but defiberately weigh 
theſe things with thit fetiouſneſſe which becomes 4 
min, and ſee if there he nothing in them chat may pers 
fwade thee to x ſound repentance for ſin, and a ſpeed 
feturn to che God of love,” Whitr-doft thou think, 
chou waſt i mean Tenant, and hadſt wilfalty, in ſome 
diſcon reite fit, pluckt don the Houle thou liv ſt in, 
ſo walt in danger to lie ĩa the open fields,” and to beTe3 
verely pumiſht as tflou Hadſt deſerved; whit now if af. 
cer all chĩs, thy Landlord, pitying the miſery thou hidſt 
broughrthy ſelf to, ſhould courreouſly come to thee; 
and offer to build up thy Houſe again in'a more ſ ampel 
ous mariner than ever, and ſet ir at a lotet Rent, one 
Iy requiring thee to confeſſe thy former folly, and pro: 
miſe to be ſo guilty no more, but to live in this thy new- 
built Houſe, and doe thy beſt to keep it in repair, and 
to accept of his help for what thou could'ſt not doe rhy 
ſelf; and ſuppoſe he ſhould even ĩpꝰVeriI his own. 
children through this courteſie to thee, What doſt thou 
think chou ſnould'ſt now doe in this caſe ? ĩs it any hard 

| | matter 
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cept the courteous offers? I date ſiy, Resdet, if 
wat thy caſe,thou art not ſo fooliſh or ftadborn,bur: a 


bouncy of chy Landlord would even Win thy heart "for 
ever, and thou would'lt chin thou coul&ft never he f 
ſiciemlythankfull for bis kindneſſe, nf dee 
make him amends. And would indeed che gentlenel 
and liberalicy of a man, thy fellow-erearare, thus 

thee and ſhall not not the loving kindnefſe 6f God; whith 
hach — in Jeſus Chriſt, have nueb mort 
upon thee ? Doſt thou not delieve that bur: 
done: as much to engage His ercatures co binſelf 
comes to? Hath not he ſhewn as much piry arid te 


dernefle to the ſouls of men as that od be to 
dy d I chou doubt it, look back u 


pon che tare © wc 
and conſider Gods 8 . dealings with him. D 


not he by his own folly and diſobedience caſt bimſelc 
out of Paradiſe, and by wilful fin defece; ind even dea 
Rroy che workmanſkip/of God ? And yer did not 
cake pity on us in our blood/ when M were ciſt 
to the loathing of our perſonsꝰ Did not he cri H 
way for our reconciliation” to bimfelf, and beſeech ug 
co accept of it à And dde we vor read; that in ordt td 
our ehnohing ME Som of God did av it were im 
himſelf, and chat we might de fill'd with the fulneſſe 
of God, emptied himſelf, ind became of no reputati 
And what an heart miſt chat prodigall Son have; 
will not be affected with the kindueſſe of his F 
who takes care for, and ſeeks after him, hen he i 
foolifhly forſaken his Family, and done what he 
to put himſelf out of his Fathers care? And is couttE- 
oullycentreated to return back to that = 

ate 


ind relation whence be had baniſhe bimſelf, and 
upon condition of his return ſees another better eſtate 
rovided for him, inſtead of that he hath waſted; and 
s his arms opened to embrace him, againſt wWbom 
be had lift up his hand. Me thinks if thou believ ſt that 
God hath ſhewn ſuch love co man, it cannot but have 
ſome force upon chee, to bring thee back again to him 
from whom thou haſt run away, and ſo long kept at a 
diſtance ; and muſt needs prevail with thee to caſt a- 
way with grief and ſhame whatever is diſpleafing eo 
bim, and doth eſtrange thee from him. And thou 
be an unreaſonable Infidel, thou ganſt not but believe 
it; for it is plainly revealed in boly Word; where 
alſo we find the greitneſſe of this love inculcated, in 
Gods having regard to us, and firſt looking after us, 
when we cook no thought for our ſelves how to get his 
favour, 1 Job, 4. 10. Herein is love, not that wii loved 
God, but that be loved us, and ſent bis Son to be a propitiati” 
an for our ſins, Rom, 5. 6:8, For when we were yet with - . 
owt ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the ungodly. Gd 
commendeth bis love tonard as, in that whilſt we were het ſin- 
mers, (briſt died for us. And as Chriſt died to bring us to: 
God, ſo the conſideration of this love ſhould draw. us 
to bim. By this mercy chiefly we are engaged to offer p 
our ſelves 4 living ſacrifice to God, mhich js our reaſunable © 
ſervice. Judge thy (elf, is it not moſt rgaſonable, that 
we ſhould give up our ſelves to that 14. who (pared. | 
wot bis own Son, but delivered him up for us all, and with | 

hin freely gives all good things to bis people? Canſt thou 
then find in thy he art to go on in provoking ſo good a 

God, and in ſleighting ſuch matchleſſe love ? If thou 
einſt, certainly thou haſt baniſhe all gratitude, and haſt 
ſcarce one ſpark of common ingenuity left in tbee, ea, 

thou haſt put off thy manhood, and art become little 
bettet chan & ſenſleſſe bruic : for hat ſhould deer * 
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b4 reaſonable creature to love ang! 
rdinaty and undeſervedkindnefſe wie ba 
received from him ? Nay, I might go f#ther, | 6d cel 
thee, and that jufily too, che very beaſts theme 
have more good nature than ſuch a iupid; unchankfull 
finner as thou: For they have ſome ſenſe" of a good 
turn, and ſome love co choſe chat dos it: they know 
thoſe that feed them and keep them, and uſe not to doe 
chem any miſchief, The Dog does not uſe to bite his 
Maſter, nor the Horſe to kick at him that looks to him 
And ſo indeed God himſelf complains of ungratefull 
men, that when the Ox knons his owner, and the Aſe bi 
maſters crib, yet they did not know their Maker and Pre« © 
ſerver, But to be ſhore, let me tell che plainly, if chow” 
find' ſt thy heart nothing mov'd with all tiis love that 
God hath revealed, in ſending Chriſt 20 ſave u f 
wrath to come, by his own ſharp ſufſerings, I can no 
ſee but that thy caſe is full as bad, yea rather worſe than 
his, who believes not 2 word of all I have ſaid, Nay, 
how inderd can ic be imagined that thou believeſttheſe 
things, if they make no impreſſion upon thee ? except 
thou never uſe to think of them after thou haſt read or 
beard chem tburchere's the wonder if thou doſt believe 
them, how thou canſt chuſe but think on them, and 
think again, till at length they work ſome good effect 
upon thee. But if thou haſt hitherto been ſo ſtrangely 
careleſſe, ler me once again defire thee now at (ene - 
to ſet upon the ſober thonghts of this unconceivable 
mercy manifeſted in the Goſpel, that when thou hadft 
even deſtroyd thy ſelf, God ſhouid make haſte to thy 
help; that he ſhould ſend his own Son to undertake for 
thee, who was alſo willing to this work, and ſhould up- 
on him puniſh thy fins, and now after all onelyc: 
thee to caſt away thy fin, and co return to bis lo 
which if thou wilt doe, he is _ to be reconciF'd 
| re 


to thee; And ſee if there be not good conſe that tho 
ſhogld'R hearken to theſe invitatians, and whether there | 
can be given any juſt or tolerahle excuſe for thy diſobe- 
dieuce . If the bittereſt enemy thou hadſt in che world?” 
ſhould but ſave thy life hen it was in his hand much 
more if he ſhould endanger-himſelf,- or ypderge any 
loſſe for thy ſafetv, I am confident this would ſoontake 
off thy ſpleen againſt tim, and make thee very: ready 
to be reſtoted to his friend(hip.- And hy the —— - 
neſſe of God ſhould not be as prevalent with thee 4 ca 
pot imagine, if it be but ſonndly believed, and well 
thought on. 8 7 13:33 .:.488 
3. I may fatther adde, ta engage thee to return to 
the Lord, from whom thou att faln, anot hen argument 
drawn alſo from the goodneſſe of God,; ſheym in the 
death of Chriſt, as hereby it is moſt clearly dſeoverd, 
That there is ſeme unſprabable happineſſe which was purchaſt | 
by the Lord Jeſus for-thiſe that came to God. ij him, and co 
yyhich he invites empty miſerable creatures. Thoucanſt 
not imagine that God makes all this adoe with mes 
for nothing, It was not upon iny triviall exrand that he 
ſent his Son into the world q nor are they any ſleight in- 
conſidetable things which he offers to at many as will 
receive him. Its true, the mercy had been rich and 
glotious, if Chriſt had onely. died to ſave us from mi- 
ſery, and to have procured af God, that we might have 
been reduced to nothing rather, than tofrieineverlaſts 
ing burnings: and no tongue can tell what à priviledgs 
the damned in heil Would account this. But over and. 
above we red of a Kingdome of glory which Chriſt 
will give to his followers. And how great this is, judge 
by che price chat was paid for it; not filver or gold, 6 
any ſuch corruptible rrifles, but the precious Blood of 
che Son of God Without price, whoſe utmoſt value can-: 
not be exprelt by Men or Angels; and no more can the 
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5075 for it. Passion is che Soul of Ma 27 
deat. did che redemprion thereof colt, more tha: ny, 
4 hole world, or ten thouſand ſuch v orid, 91 Mt 
And.is not, think you, the ouls p portion aniſwerible to 
its own excellency ? And the pw ets ion 8 
ſerable to che greatneſſe of chac was faid out 
fort itꝰ When a common Sve nis need ir fe 
ſhillings, half a Kipgdome will be 125 It 
co redeem a caprive prince: and we after ward ſee 
1 as ho ch difference berwixt chem when they have 
erty, the one. fits on a duvghill, the other ol 
59 5 For cettain then Chtiſt Jeſus came weak 
world, and laid down his life to 175 thoſe. that 
en to him, to the higheſt joy and bliſſe of lich he 
tute of man ĩs capable, i in deſiveting chem, from 
rendring them exactly conformable to God, and pla 
cing them in conſtanc full communion with bim. 0 
that ſo loved bis Church that he gave himſelf for it, o - 
dtiſte and cleanſe it, by. all this deſign d to preſent it c bim- 
ſelf a glorious ¶ hureb. Upon chis account chereforg mew 
ales chou ſhonld'Rt gafily be perſwaded to caſt aws 
fin, which is thy miſery, and return to God, who is 
i- onely liſe and happineſſe, and dhat no mean hapj eſſe 
ve 35 I bave told chee, is evident, amongR many o ert 
= ſons. by the infinite value of the price that was given - 
ge for it. Oh little doe any, even mh 'beſt and wiſeſt on 1 
nod Y earth, conceive what are the full fruits of Chrifts bl; 
ein whac miracles of divine love thole are, which. through 93 
ge endlefie millions of ages will keep alive the admiration, = 
joy and praiſe of Angels and Saints; and fill the mouſhs 
of & of Chriks Redeemed ones with. conrimuall thapkful- — 
nefle, for that wiſdome and mercy which conttiy d add 
vrought cheir delivery and exaltation. So that you ſee, 
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layingtheſe ching together, the death of Chriſt, ax dił⸗ 
— oe nw of God, lays the hae ts, * 
ment that can be upon che ſons of men, to break off 
their fins, and return to the obedience and love of God? 
In that there is ſo much mercy procured and tendred s 
may beget hope, and encourage to repentance, which 
is not like to be rejected; 2nd as there is ſo great love 
expreſt, as may well call for the return of love, and 
even ſoften the moſt ſlony heart; and as ic diſcovers ſo 
great a bleſſedneſſe to be had in God through Chriſt, as 
may prevail with all that love themſelves, to make out 
after it, and depart from ſin, which alone can keepthem 
from it. And that's the ſecond Conſideration which the 
Death of Chriſt helps us to, in order to the working of a 
kindly Repentance, namely the great goodneſſe of God 
bereby revealed to poor ſinners. 

3. From all that hath been ſaid, will more clearly. 
appear che hainous nature of fin, as a farcher motive to 
Repentance, in that it is 4 contradiction to all this love of 
God, and an undervaluing il the greate t mercy that was.” 
ever beſton d upon the world, being in effect, a trampling | 
under foot of the blood of the Lord Jeſus, whereby we 

ſhould be ſanctiſied. And hereby 1 mean thoſe ſins 
which have been committed fince men heard of the 
Goſpel. For as the evil of ſin did appear in che great- 
neſſe of thoſe ſufferings which Chriſt underwent co pro- 
cure 2 pardon, ſo theſe his ſufferings doe exceedingly 
aggravate their ſins, who have continued in chem, after” 
they have been told again and again what their Saviour 
bath done to make ſatisf action for them, if they would 
not undetvalue and deſpiſe it. Oh how have you made 
2 ſhift ſo often to hear and read of the life and death* 
of Chriſt and yet have done all that in you lies to 
croſſe the end of his coming into the world, and . 
make his Death of none effect to you, whilſt yet you? 
G | pretend 


$ poke tir *10' zoll ry 4 "2 
a Oh unthankfull wrerches, — requis 
tall for ſuch unviluable love! As if you'ftudied | how | 
you might moſt diſhonour and diſpleaſe him, - 
thought not his own life too dear to lay downfos you, 
Could you ſee bim upon the Croſſe . 
bruiſed) for your ſakes, and could yqu think of no other 
recompence boy to give him freſh wounds by your wil- 
full fins ? e once deſpiſe the ſhame and Rh the 
| crofſe for yon, — you find in your hearts 284 
| to pet bim to an open ſhame, and as it were cruciſie him a. 
| freſþ? Did he indeed deſerve ſuch dealing as this gt 
your hands? Bechink thy ſelf, Reader, whether this 
| hath not been thy caſe. Haſt thon not liv d in choſe fins, 
which Chriſt died to deliver thee from. And what hat 
thou thereby done leſſe chan proclaim, That 2 is 
"| more to be got by thy luſts than by thy Saviour, that it 
; detter to remain in thy polluted corrupt eſtate, than sg 
1 be waſht in che blood of Chriſt, whereby aur conſciences . - £Y 
is purged from dead works to ſerve the livin 9 fot ? And 2 
did they vilifie Chriſt more, that conremn'd rd. © 
15 him, and put him to death ? If thou take Fr ö 


pleaſures, and worldly profits, to be of greater ad wan 
tige than any thing chat can accrue to thee by C] 
Death, doſt thou noc think as baſely of tim as any of 
his Crucifiers did: And hadſt — been there W. 
this frame of heart, is is not moſt likely thou would "2 
have joyn'd with them, what ever maiff non, 
think ? As they hated Chriſt becauſe he told them th 
truth, and reprov'd them for fin, and therefore dig 
they could, to rid chemſelves of one whoſe preaching. * 
and preſence was ſuch a burden to them, ſo daf 0 W. 
appear in effect an hacer of Chriſt, his life and doi E. 
whilſt chou walkeſt is rg chereco. , And 
ny G eſe tay gebe chuc thts ay 19 Go 
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nor Chriſt to govern and judge thee, no ſuch Rule 2 
the Goſpel to be thy guide. Nay, let me tell ther, chon 
hd haſt profeſt thy ſelf a Chtiſtian, and yet haſt bea d 
thy ſelf thus un worthily toward Chrift, thou arc herein 
more guilry than the Jens themſelves: for what they 
did was very much out of ignorance, but thou; after 
thou haſt known that he is the Son of God, and that he 
laid down bis life for our (ins, haſt manifeſted all thy 
conten pt of him, and rejected him frgm being thy 
Saviour, whillt thou would'ſt not be eb, him from 
thy reigning luſts, which thou haſt loved more than 
him, as Fudas loved the money for which he was hired 
co betray him. After chou haſt known of that friend- 
ſhip which by the Crofle of Chriſt Was ſhewn to the 
ruined world, yet thou haft been an enemy to this croſſe, 
whilſt thou haſt ade thy belly thy God, and minded tarthiy 
things; whilſt thou haſt delightfully liv'd in the practice 
of any known ſin, What then, were the Fens pricht to the 
heart when they were convinc'd that they had crucified, 
that Jeſus, whom God had made Lord and Cbhriſt? and 
ſhalt it not have the ſame effeꝙ on thee, to conſider 
thou haſt been guilty in ſome ſort of the ſame wickæd- 
neſſe, and haſt ſhewn forth che very ſame ſpiric trat 
Was in them ? For think not thy ſelf more blameleſſe, 
bec auſe thou vever ſaw Chriſt, nor hadſt any hand in 
his Deith, nor didſt joyn with his enemies in accuſing, 
condemning and reproaching him, but cricſt out againſt 
them as monſters of men, that perſecured the moſt ſpox- 
leſſe Innocence with ſuch ſavage fierceneſs: for all this 
wiile,thy guilt way be as great astheits, whilſi thou haſt 
1 gtest id enmnttysgainſt che image of Chriſt, and che 
Ezwof Chrit as they had againſt his perſon, Aud thax 
rk" doſt not wound him; and ſpit in his fate; is not 
fr6m the gone ſſe of thy nꝛtute, but becauſe he it but 
of chy reach: ff wete he now! before thee, and couldie'” 
_ 9 |  gratiig? 
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or; vpluſtſorp [with h 
ore ould'& nor fl it it. wr, | 
condemned their fore-farhers for Kal ng the Prophets 
they fallowed them in the very ſame 1 And ſuppoſe i 
Facher had to Sons, che one at * eſtate; the orbe X 
an infant, and the elder of theſe by, following wic 
courſes ſhould break his; Fathers Bc Abd occafion Fo 
death: and the younger when he was gro n up ſhou 
lead the very ſame, life chat che other did, hut. ) 
ſhould take on him very much to candemn bis 
ther for being ſo diſobedient and hardhearred; as « 
bring his Father to the grave: is it not plain for al 
this, that had he been In his Brothers lead he woul 
have done the ſame that he did? fince be alfa; rakes 
thoſe courſes which were ſo grievous to his Father, 
Thus it is to be remembred that Sin was chat Which 
put Chriſt to death as well as the Jes, and this Sip 1s 
it thou loveſt, though thou ſeemeſt to hate them, oy 
as thoſe Jens put his body to pain by cheir ctuelties, 
doſt thou grieve his Spirit. by thy wickedneſle. 
eren ix cakes it 4s ire bee er 3 thou 
uld'ſt rhus diſpleaſe him, as he did ftom them 
they ſhould perſecute Rey the dearty. Nor FINS | 
like to get a pardon at any. ealier races. 0 4 e 
noprber 2), * es on him wb om: 1 bi 
ins etced, an rly his 
loading and and ingratitud Jo = Wh kann then * 
all chis A canſt en ears and (oops Jagk bac 
upon all che diſorders. of ae he where by thou . 
done all chat in . to make.choſe wounds of 
tender compaſhonace , Taniour bleed afre(b, which 
fk receiv'd upap thy, account? believe thou though ſt 
not of chis 3 no, if thou Az 1 would think x 101 
cquld'R never;have, deſign was one 


_ thy fleſh by . 1 Ges V 
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thy poſterity by worlal es, 
—— through ch whole life though haſt been ſo 
ſwallowed up. But thou ſeeſt how the caſe ſtands; 
that this while thou baſt been moſt viley rejecting, nd 
n the Lord Jeſus, who would have 
have brought thee off from thy vain converſation, from 
all thy ungodlineſſe and worldly luſts, and hath follows - 
ed thee with his Word and Spirit to that end, and hath 
preſt rhee with arguments drawn from his matchleſſe 
love, diſcovered by his Death, and hath beſought thee 
to regard him, yea to take pity on thy ſelf, but thou 
haſt made light of all, and baſt gone on as ſecurely and 
quietly in the ways of fin, 2s if thou hadſt never heard 
what fo did upon Chriſt. And what? art thou reſoly'd 
to doe ſo fill ? ſhall nothing ſtop thee in thy career? 
wilt chou not ftay to bearken what 2 way it is thou 
walkeſt in? nor think what unvalu able mercies thou all 
this while treadeſt under feet ? Haſt thou not yet ſuffi- 
ciently abuſed thy Redeemers love and patience ? haſt 
thou not made him wait long enough in vain? wilt 
thou till make ſhew of deafneſſe to all thoſe meſſages 
he ſendsrhee ? If ſo, yet be thou ſure of this, thou ſualt 
not be able to ſay at thy appearance before him, that 
thou never kneweſt that fin was ſuch an evil thing, and 
ſoprovoking to him: for beſide all other warnings that 
thou haſt had, I now declare to thee who readeſt or hea« 
reſt theſe words, that if thou till continueſt in thy 
looſe ungodly life, living in ſwearing, curſing, drun- 
kenneſſe, whoredome, covetouſneſſe, cozening, ma- 
* any ug row terra 2 _—_— neglecteſt 
thy duty to God, going whole days without prayer or 
reading Gods Word, ofaning the Lords Day, neg- 
leRing Sacraments, if thou hold on this courſe, thou 
doſt no better than again craciſit and deny the yy” | 
> - , 0% 


: 


ee ad fo af e cor 


{all under the ſame condemnation,” whi ut 
ſelf wilt acknowledge, Juda and Pilate, — | 


of Chriſts enemies deſerve : and therefore that chou 
mit 1 0 found 1 loaded nya: 
t it Judgement, I doe once again in the name of 
Tong beſeech chee with all ſpeed bee 
and life, and uſe all means appointed to that 
after all thy wandrings, now at length rerarn to bins the 
good Shepherd of ſouls, who lad down bis life for bis ſheep, © | 
4. Laſtly, the Death of Chriſt may powerfully move 


thee —— of, and forſake all — as It holds fortii 


this wei — ſad truth, That all thoſe who are deſpiſers 
of this — and by living and dying in their 29 
ſaving benefit by it, ſhall in 2 own perſons 

portable rorment s for this their unbelief and her ph 
rence, If thou believeſt the Goſpel, thou — tne 
acknowledge, that all men had been in a moſs miſera- 
ble condition if Chriſt had not died; and tbou wile -- 
grant that fin is a moſt perilous — k and 
an unſpeakable provocation to the moſt holy G 
nothing could appeaſe his wrath but the Death of 
Chriſt, wichour whoſe bloodſhed we had obtain d 10 
temiſſion: And what then doſt thou think is like 
thy caſe,” if through chy own fault, thou arr never 
beccer for all Chriſt hath done, but muſt thy ſelf 
for thy ſins, and bear the puniſhment they have defi 
ved? Let the Death of Criſt, I ſay, iaſtruct bats 
thou art like to expect if this be thy condition. If, as he 
himſelf ſpeaks, ſuch chings were done to the green tree, whet 
ſhall 2 tothe dry ? Tf he e laut 
Rain of ofiginall or duni fin draak ſuch # bitter 
W in our ſtead, — will be the 

cup, who, ow poor frail creatures, 

ſatisfaction for 


own {ins ? How will they ev 3 
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ell west t e pd cauſe kit fury to reſt 
”. uponichem? And above all, thy impenitam, obſtinate; 


continuance. in: ſin, and gontempt of Chriſt, will lis 
heavieſt upon chee in the day of vengeance - Theſe ſins 
aganft che Goſpel, ageinſt-mercy, che greqeſt and 
freeſt mercy, are moſt provoking to God, moſt inexy | 
cuſable in themſelves.) andy will therefore prove moſt 
pernicious to ſinners, Methinks then, if thou hadſt but 
any r gard to thy ſelf, to.thy. awn eaſe and comfott, this 
ſhould make the out of lo wich lin, to confider how 
dear its like to coſt thee, how pleaſant ſaever it may 
now ſeem. It was not for nothiog that 'Chrilt felt ſo 
much ſorro and pain, 286 chou ſhalt know to thy ever: 
laſing woe, if thou pluck\che heavy, judgements of 
God on thy own head, by ſleighting him who would 
have kept: chem from off ches. Aſſute thy ſelf, poor fin- 
ver, as hold and confident as nom thou art, thou wil 
never be able to conteſt with that wrach, which exerci- 
ſecteven the ſtiength of Chliſt to bear it; thoy art ne- 
ver like to go away lightly with that which he felt ſo 
heavy. Epr ſhame at length leave thy fooliſh plea, that 
God will be more mercifull than co torment his crea- 
res: for: haſt thou not ſeen how he bruiſed his own 
„ho never offended him, hom he bruiſed him, 1 
ſay, for our iniquities, and will he chen ſpare thee, who 
in chy ova perſon haſt been a moſt ſtubborn, hard · heart · 
ed rebel, and haſt cat away with loathing the mercies 
chat were again and again even preſt upon thee ? Thou 
baſt no reaſon for ſuch fond expectations. What? wilt 
2 tell Chriſt at Judgement; that thou didſt dot be: 
lieve chat ever God would be ſo ſevere, 48 to puniſn 
ghee. ſo dreadfully and everlaſtingly as, his Werd 
thicacned? and that therefore thou took ſomewhar 
Mate liberty in cy life chan he allowed thee: een 
51 ou 
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have any pretence left to juſtiſie thy ſelf, 1 may per» 
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vers to us the hainous narure of ſin; and as there ĩs ſuck 


thou ie dich bels 1 is gut ir the ' 
what wilt thou anſwer to Chriſty ban he allt 
what be under went for thy ſake, and how thou n 
ſight of bis love> will not thig:ſoon filence: r = 
be ask chee whether thou hadſt not evidence 


enough of the evil and danger that was in kin, by his 
ſuffering ſo much for others tranſgreſſions, wilt thou 


yy urge this eonſideration, but I mention ix 
ed to us hy the ſufferings af Cbriſt, which doe 
plainly declare, that dolefull are che miſeries 
for thoſe who get no good by him, but die in 
which may bring all that are nor in love wich damnati- 
on, out of love with that fir which will at length plunge 
chem into ir. And thus you ſee how many motiwes + 
true Repenrance are afforded us from che ſerious medi / 
tation on che Croſs and Paſſion of Chriſt : as this diſcos 


mercy and love hereby teveal'd, 20 may work upon 
and reclaim all that are ingemuous, gratefull, ot N 
for themſelyes; and as th makes fin more: — 
ſtrouſly vile which ſhall be committed againſt ſuch 
mercy; and as it ſhewsthatall. menliving in ſin, 
out of Chriſt, are like to underge unſuſſetable 
for their obſtinacy. And thus I have ſini ſnt che 
qualihjcation irh is nereſfey to all worthy — 
cants, to wt, True Repencance, an u 

for, a  dereflacion of; and a turning from al wlll 
fin i in beat and ite. J i. * 
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CHAP. IV. 


JL. A right remembring the great end of the Death a 
Cbriſt to Redeem us from all iniquity and ſantiifie — 
Of Faith and Covenanting with C hriſt. | 


IT wuſt needs be, that if we rightly Remember the 
A Deach of Chriſtin the Sacrament, we muſt then Res 
member ro what end and purpoſe this was: and this 
we ſhall plainly find in Scripture to be, that he might 
Redeem'man from that ſinfull miſerable Rare he was 
faln into, and reſtore him to a ſtate of holineſſe and 
happineſſe in the enjoyment of God from whom he 
was faln. So 1 Pet. 3, 18. For Chriſt alſo hath once ſuf= . 
fered for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that be might bring us 
ro God. Epheſ.2, 16,17,18. Heb,7.25. And this is the 
meaning of all thoſe places which ſpeak of the Kedens- 
tian we have obtain d by Chriſt, if we take it in ics 
largeſt ſignification. And to this purpoſe he offers him- 
ſelf ro men robe their Redeamer, to conferre upon 
them the pardon of their fin, and give them victory o- 
per all cheir corruptions, and the temptations of Satan, 
And to lead them ys Spiric through rhis dangerous 
| world, till he ſhall bring them with triumph into the 
kingdome of the Father. Now hence it follows, that no 
man can Remember Chriſt as be ought, who will not receive 
Him to theſe ends and purpoſes for which he offers himſelf, 
"which is our believing in him. For is he a fir wan to ce- 
lebrate Chriſts Remembrance who hath no love for 
him, nor any liking to his undercaking, nor will be per- 
ſwaded to comply therewith > And ſuch are all they who 
' reje& him and the tenders of his mercy, except they 
might have them in their own way, and that doe flatly 
gentradit his defign in becoming out Mediatour by 


aur 
unbelievers. So that here I mean no mote than, Th 
without Faith in Chriſt ne cannot rightly Remember bing, 
without we ſo believe that he is the onely Saviour of 
mankind, that we reſolve he, and none but he, ſhall be 
our Saviour in the way that he himſelf thinks fir. But 
to make it yer plainer, how unfir all ſuch rejeQergof 
Chriſt are ta come to this holy Supper, conſider that 
our receiving of, the Sacrament is appointed to be dn 
our part, as a token and fign of our making and rene 
ing our Covenant with God in Chriſt, in which if we be 
fincere, then it is a ſeal on Gods part, of his being in 
Covenant with us; a confirmation of our belief, 
he will be our God, and fulfill all his promiſes to ugg 
and herein he gives us an earneſt and pledge of the fi» 
ture bleſſings which we {hall receive from him chrough 
his Son, as I ſhall ſhew under the next Head. Does ix 
not then hence appear, that all thoſe who will por be 
held in any ſuch Covenant, are moſt unfic perſons 89 
come to this Sacrament ; the very deſign of our coming 
to which, is to ſhew that we are 2 people in Covenant 
wich God: and by this ſolemn action, taking and eati 
the Bread, and drinking the Wine, we are to te 
that we are ſo, and doe hereby bind our ſelves ſo to 
main, What would this be, but with much formalicy 


mock that God who will not be mocked, and even ti 


run upon our own damnation, provoking the Lord to 
deftroy thoſe, whoſo impudently take his name in vain, 
By n men are guilty of a donn · tight lye,yea, 
of groſſeſt perjury : for Chriſt in effect ſaitl;, AN you, 
and you onely that take me for your Lord and Saviour, cu 


and prrtake of this Feaſt which I have appointed in remm- 


brance of the Redemption I have nrought for y0u, and yer 


mulcicudes who fill not cake him for their Lord is rale | 
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in and / partake of — Tins juſt, as if a Ve- 
neral of an Army, having a mind to ſingle 

af his Souldiers for ſome deſign, ſhould lay. — 
that axemill ing to go along with me, hold up your hands, and 
yet many ſhould hold up their hands who refuſe to go: 
what would this be hut to befool chem(clves and abuſe - 
their Leadet? Or, as if at the hilt appointment of the 
Piſſeover it had been commanded that they, and the 
anly ſhould eat of che Paſchal Lamb would go 
aut of A git into C an aan under the conduct of 24 
Ac and yer many of the Hraelites ſhould, propareaml 
eat it, either becauſe they were hungty „ or becauſe 
they would do as che reſt did, without eyer thinking 
what was the meaning of: chis Gion, or hat they here- 
by engag'd themſelves to, being reſolv d full to conti- 
nue in Egypt, neither caring for Moſes, nor the Canaan 
-Which he ſhould lead them to. Thus hen Chriſt com- 
mands, that all thoſe who will de part out of the Egyp» 
tian bondage chey are in to fin and Satan, and be guid- 
ed by him chrouph the wilderneſs of this World till 
they come to the. heavenly Canaan, that they ſhould 
appear ata Feaſt which he hath made on purpoſe to en- 
certain them, there throng in others co this Table who 
have no right to eat cheteat, as having no reſolutions 
to leave their lin, and chus to follow. Chriſt, who would 
leid them to glory. Theſe ate the men that ate found 
Wwichour the ir wedding. garment, vhom the Mafter of che 
Feaſt will draw out from amongſt the zeſt, and diſpoſe 
of them to a place and compiny more ſuicable fort 
them, as you may read, Mat. 22. 10,11,1-2,13. Sothat 
I hope you ſee that its a moſt unſuicable and unlawfull 
thing for any man to addrefle himſelf to this Ocdi- 
nance, who is not heartily in Covenant wich God, fince 
herein he profeſſeth himſelf to be ſog- and cherelore 8 


delign ob the Lords5yppernotoaFa 


7exs by eating of their ſactifieeshield co 


k i * SF ST we er SS” - — 
. gn Br hh b - * 
” * S644. 2 


* — 9 * n 
* ESE nadt byz{c | 


action cefiifying and! cbufrming a CQbvenant be 
God and min, as inthe Jitfterm — 
they were wont to ratiſie their Los yicaliing to- 
gether, and as thtywhdcardE thei (acrifires dffered to 
Devils, therereby. had fel wich Devide , as the 


and prafeſt ubjegion te od, as you — 
patalleld, 1 Cor. r0. 1607 d, 1 9,20. fince I ſ c, s 
is on maus part 2 hen;;of hu beingih cwenanc wih 
God g A shell ſomewhat fuller explain t this Co- 
venant is, chat you may:lundettandwwherker you'nre 
cordially entred cheteineo,y und ae ing ed coe 


in it, chat ſo you may knom whether you. are di tu d 
entertained as Worthy gueſts at the Lords Table,” 
is propet to his Govenant+people: 0:15 56, 5:7 


In a ward then, the Covetradic whiok wee be gr 
the Lords duppet, is che very: ſamemichchar you wear 
entred into in Biptiſm hen you were bapciz'd inthe 
Name of, and thereby engaged to the Father, ages 
Holy Ghoſt; . and therefore ta thaſe dunes which 
owe to God in the ſevetal relatious wherein he Rt; 
ro us, Which ate denoted by the Perſons of the ſacied 
Trinity : That is, '\ecate- hereby oblig d to acknow- 
ledge God the Father ca be our Creator and Preſetvet, 
and therefore to behave! our ſelves as his creatures 
ought, ſubmitting aur ſel yes to his Commands and Pro- 
vidences, and placing our happineſs in pleaſing him am 
enjoying his love; God the Son made man, that is qe- 
ſus Chriſt, we are hereby bound to tab for dur onely 
Saviour, through whom alone we hope for the pardon 
of our offences, and for ability to ſerve and pleaſe Gad, 
and for acceptance and happineſſe with him ; _ 


Qifierz: co have our ſouls by him renewed afcer the] · 
fGodzand thoſe graces given into us which were 
aft for us by Chriſt and the evidences of Gods 
Lon, and of our title to the future bleſſedneſs to beg 
clear d up, and aſſur d to our conſcie nces; the Holy 
Word alſo which he inſpir d the Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles to write, wee are hereby engag'd to take for the 
Rule of our faith and life. And this is your entring in« 
0 Covenant with, and being conſecrated to the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : which doch neceſſarily ſup- 
and include our renouncing the fleſh, the world, 
and the Devil, whichis in effect che ſame wich Repen- 
tance for ſin, which I ſpoke to largely under the laſt 
Head: For he who is truly humbled for and reſolved 
to forſake fin, doth hereby renounce his fleſh which is 
pleas'd with fin, and will not make carnal ſelf his chief 
end, and he alſo renounceth the world which 1s the 
fuell and food of his luſts, all that here wich the car 
nal parc is grarified as matters of pleaſure, profit, ho- 
nour, and. che like, not regarding them as means to his 
happinefs ; and he renounceth the Devil, who, by tem- 
rer drawn from theſe wordly things, would entice 
im to ſin, and that wicked nature alſo which does the 
office of a Tempter within him. All you then wh 
have been baptiz d into the Chriſtian Faith, are there- 
by bound to take God fot your Supream Governor and 
chief Happineſs, and Jeſus Chriſt for your Mediatour 
and way to the Father, and the Holy Spirit for your 
Sanctifier and Guide. And ſince you were Infants when 
you thus were firſt dedicated ro God, ic behooves you 
that are now come to the uſe of reaſon, ind are reſoly'd 
by the grace of God to be ſtedfaſt in this holy Cove · 
nant, to come to the Lords Table and there profeſſe 


theſe reſolutions, and by the receiving of chis Sacra- 
menc 


„ 9, La is * 
Henk in che preſence? cho bearc-ſavching 1 
alt yoar feltow-Chriflians;'t | 
e for-your God, = or 
Since then it is-fd pliin that they; and 
a are worthy Communicims,whoheve A 
made this covenatit with Godin wo 
to profes, ſolemnize and conſitm, bjreating and dimx- 
ingrhe-Sacramennt bread and. wine; i remains chnt 
all, who woul& not venture upoſ damuation by — 4 
chisunmorthily, 'ought to enter into a faithful 
nation of themſelves, whether inderd chis be their tas 
dition and frame of heart, or nor. Aud let me be<- - 
ſerch rhee, Reader j faithfully to ſer upon this Work, 
a bufineſſe of the greareſt concerument that ever tho 
hadſt todo ib thy life, namely;'ro > ſee that thou art fins 
cetebyin covenant with God through his Son; for this 
is che very bearc and ſubſtance of Religion, the ſum ut 
all Chtiſtianity, and chat upon which thy eyerlaſtinz 
heppineſs ol ly depunds; Kno but this once, aud 
thou maieſt know that Heaven: win de thy e 
ſhouldR+chou dye at this hour 
And here that I may do abc ine hes to — * 
to che true knowledge of ti ſelt ex me firſt adviſe chee 
to look carefully into thy on beact, Sr chat 5 c- 
reft way; if chou att but well acquiinted with the rk. 
ings thereof, and wilt deal impirtially. And e 
ſearching inco the ſtite and t of thy Sour, I 
wonld wiſhchice to pur theſe queſtions ene : 
I hall ac thee, and to give in a true aner. 5 
demand of thee then, what ĩs that great good on 
whichrhou baſt plac't thy higheſt love d the 
of "which thou haſt made the great buſineſs of thy = 
ud which if thou could hut acrain to, thou believeſt 
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thou ſhouldſt be ſatisſied and made perfectly hapy 
Cinſt chou ſay, and that truly 8 God hack 25 — 


— that, for the main, all thitge that consem 
thre/ are regarded. but in order to him? Doſt thou 
make it thy principal ſtudy and trade to pleaſe; him d 
And doſt thou count of nothurg ds fit to make thec 
pettion but his exerlaſting love alf it. he thus with chæeꝶ 
then thou maiſt ſafely conclude that indeed thou baſti 
made God thy chief end. But enquire diligencty the - 
ther it be not quite ocheriſe, and ;wberher chan: had 
not, de ſelf ia diſtinction ſcam God, beoominig) 
thy on. Idol > h hen not paſſeſt with. high though 
of thy ſelf d loving and admiring thy ſelf ſepatare fromb 
bim who gave thee thy being? Icsttue the man w]ο]ãs 
moſt hearvly devqad to God hatixche gteataſt Icve had 
veperation of himfelf; but it ãs as bets Gods cteatulag 
and ix is bis ſoul which bach his bigheſt eſteem; and he 
ſeeks his happineſſe h ſubjecting himſelt ro God, andi 
theteſote pte fettes, adores and adtites God infiricelys 
above himſelf, regarding bi mſel f and! fot -Gadycacel 
counting it the ed ofs being to ſerve bis Maker 
will, & deſitipg no other felicity chan the feelihg/of that! 
lave j Bod whith he marĩifeſtato all ſuch humble - 
bediost ones Huthetitnait man, though he miy h 
ſomeneve tence for God aud may yield Him ſame tri 
bute of ſet vice, ſame: Rr mraifes, and- forthe! 
ſubjeRion, yet all chia is but in oxBerito bis c4r2»/ elf;fori 
the procuring for ie, ſuch things as einn“ t be had Wit |. 
out Godzg ſathat Hod is regarded but as a ime ine to 
Self, and yith a teſpett hereto is all his ſervice of God 
fer che manner and meaſures of it, fram'd undtlimitckd. 
Thus may the covetoilv man, who chief end is ten- 
rich himſelf, pray to God fot riches;priiſe him for richets | 

( 


be ſo fax juſt and charirableas' be thinks may forward 
bis chrving; yea he may be in-allithings ſo far religi⸗ 
ous aschinders not his chief end, but let chis ance come 
in 
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vou have an example in the joung man that came to 


in o — 0 yi | Dy duty | < wt 105 > 
ving ſh work h himſelf, you (halt Teor 


Chriſt, Mat. 19. 21, 32. wherefore examine, I ſay, be- 


ther thou art not a Iover of thy ſeif mote than God, 
Does not thy own will and fancy ordinatily guide tbee 
in thy actions and affairs ? and is not that courſe taken 


which moſt conduceth to the inteteſt of thy fleſh? 
ſhouldiſt thou not then account thy ſelf well enough 


ptovided for, if chau waſſ but compleatly, furniſht with 


all that in the world, which tends to the accompliſhing 
and gratifying of man as he is an _inhabicanc of the 
earth? And is not thy labour moſt for, thy defire after 
thy delight in ſuch things as tend to the pleaſing and 
advancing thy ſelf in the world? Haſt thou not been 
moſt. raken up in making proviſions for thy fleſh, think · 
ing wich thy ſelf, that to be happy, was to live a merry 
life, and rake thy eaſe and pleaſure ; orelſe to get more 
money than thy neighbours, apd to have more reſpe& 
and eftecm, that wherever thou goeſt thou maiſt be 
praiſed and admired? Haſt thou not taken thoſe for 
the happieſt men that have the greateſt ſhare of theſe 
things ? and haſt thou not therefore envied chem? and 
hated them if they have ſtood in chy way and kept thee 
from the like? Reader, hat ſaith thy conſcience to 
this > Doe but heatken and ic will ſpeak plain, and tell 
the truth · Sure thou canſt not but know what then 
makeſt the great end of thy life, hat it ĩs for that thou 
deſiteſt to ſtay in the world ; hat thou riſeſt for every 
morning, and for what thou goeſt into this company 
and that, and takeſt all thy journeys, and wholly em- 
ployeſt thy hands and head. All this is either for God 
or for carnall Self principally : for there cannot be two 
chief ends. And if chou art one that liveſt co, and 1do- 
| G 3 lizeſt 
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ſizeſt thy ſelf, fer ſhame rake nor on thee rolove Gul: 
above all as thou uſeſt ro doe: for indeed thou doſt noi 
truly and properly take him to be God, nor thy God. 
Again, let me ask thee, haſt thou ever found in th 
ſoul powerfull and prevalent convictions, that thou hal 
no Way to attain true happineſſe, nor to eſcape miſery} ' 
but by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? And haſt thou thereup*Y | 
on heartily conſented to his offers, and to the conditi - 
ons be hath appointed for the ſaving of thy ſoul, being 
willing tobe taught and govern'd by him, onely hoping 
for pardon of fin, grace and gloty, to be given to thee }] | 
by Gcdchrough him, and for his ſake ? Put the queſtion I 1 
to thy own heatt, didſt thou ever yet , ſee an abſolute | 
neceſſity of Chriſt, ſo that thou rooVRt thy ſelf for a 
undone creature without him? And hath thy ſoul been 
kindly and chankfully affected with this amazing my: 
Rery of love, that God hath ſhown to poor helpleſſe fins} | 
nets through his Son? Hath it warmed and rejoy 
thy heart to conſider it? Thus in ſome good meaſure fÞ 3 
t 
t 
I 
x 
| 


will it be with thee, if chou att a true believer it 
Chriſt, And this depends upon the former: for if thou 
haſt taken the everlaſting enjoyment of God for th 
chief happineſſe, thou wilt chen be ready to comply 
wich that way Which leads to this end: and that's onely. 
ſhew'd to us in and by Chriſt, whois bimſelf the v #4 
the Father, and none can come to God but by him. Aud 2 
when thou art once thoroughly perſwaded of this, thou 2 
cant not but willingly refign thy ſelf to him, conſent- t 
ing to be ſav d by him on what cerms, and ia what way] © 
he ſhall appoint and preſcribe to thee : and this firu t 
and prevalent conſent of thy ſoul is true and-ſaving} © 


faith, to which the pardon of fins and everlaſting life n 
is promiſed, This is coming to Chriſt, receiving him; and d 
ſeverall other way ic's expreſt in Scripture, but mot I 3: 


commonly call'd our le. ieving in him, which includes 


in ir, our truſting to him for all mercy, our hearkni! 
to his teachings, and our reſolution fincerely to obey | 
his commands, and imicace his example, Examine 2 
ſelf well then, whether thou haſt ſuch a ſound fait 
wroughr in thee or not. Haſt thou not rather contented 
thy ſelf with a ſluggiſh, unfraicfull belief, thar Chriſt 
is che Saviour of the world, without ever minding thy 
own particular need which thou ſtand'ſt in of him? nor 
ever making enquiry what he wonld have thee doe to 


be ſaved > Have not thy eyes been ſo far blinded, that 
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thou never yer ſan ſt ſo much evil in ſin as ſhould make 
e | thee look out for a deliverer, and prize him who hath 
done ſo much to redeem thee ? but canſt make ſhift 


well enough to live without Chriſt, ſo thou cinſt bur 
get thoſe things which thou now takeſt to be more uſe- 
full for thee, in order to thy happineſſe. Thus will ic 
be wich chee if thou haſt ſer thy heart upon che pleaſing, 
and advancing of thy carnall ſelf ; thou art not then like 
to ſee any great need of Chriſt, or any excellency in 
him that ſhould make him deſirable : for he came not 
into the world to help carnall tetches to the enjoy- 
ment of their idols, but to turn cheir hearts off them, to 
the living and true God. And therefore as they who 
have choſe this God for their portion, doe make it their 
great work to get an intereſt in Chriſt the Mediatour, 
and doe live upon, and make uſe of him to bring chem 
to their portion, ſo they that have made the plesſing 
of their fleſh with any worldly ching their ultimate end, 
they are diligent in che uſing of all means that may help 
on this cheir baſe end, The voluptuous, bruitiſh fin- 
ners hunt after ſenſuall pleaſures in their meat and 
drink, wantonneſſe, ſloch, exceſſive ſports, and merry 
joviall company. The covetous man who hath agree» 
dy inſatiable fancy to gratifie, wholly ſpends himſelf in 
creiſuring up wealth, and he _ ſwectneflein _—_ 
83 ut.” 
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but his gains, His Bonds and Bills; and Leaſes ae | 15 
cer things to him than the Covenant of Grace ; and hug” 


Houſes, and Lands, and Money, more precious than the 
Blood of Chriſt. And ſo che proud and ambitious that 
would fain have much eſteem and honour in the world, 
(which is the moſt naturall vice to almoſt every man) 
they purſue their deſign by labouring to get into high 
places, to make great men their friends; recommending 
themſelves to the world, by their ſumptuous Houle 
great Retinues, rich Cloathes, gentile depottment, ano 
the like braveries; others by their ſtrength, beauty, wit, 
learning, and the like accompliſhments of body or 
mind. Thus you ſee, according to the nature of mens 
happiveſſe, they make uſe of means to reach it. Search 
well therefore, whether ſome of theſe or the like empty 
trifles have not been more ſer by, and laboured for, than 
(htiſt himſelf, If ſo, never ſay thou takeſt him for thy 
M diatour: for it is apparent, thou doſt not make hi 
ſo. No, but thoſe things are indeed thy Mediatouts, 
which thou makeſt uſe of to accompliſh thy ſelfiſh de- 
dehgns, And hereby thou doſt in effect as much rej 
and vile Chriſt, as if thou didſt revolt from him, an 
take 1:þ:me: for thy Saviour. Oh beware of decei vin 
thy ſelf in this point, which is ſo eafie, ſo common — 
dangerous: to talk of truſting and relying on Chrifl 
vvhiſſt che heart relies moſt upon ſome out ward enjoy- 
ment to bring it to the happineſſe it ſeeks for: and th 
moſt they look for from Chtiſt, is, to have him keep 
them from Hell, after they have been all cheir days gras 
tiſying their luſts, and ſerving the Devil, hut they ne- 
ver think of improving him as a Mediatour berwixt 
God and their ſouls, expecting all theit mercies of his 
life and the next, to come by him; and by him offering 
up all cheir ſervices ro God. Wonerefore I beſeech you 
to remember, that nochipg will prove you fincerelyiy, 
1 Coveniſß 
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regenerate tbesꝰ Haſtxhou faithfully rendreduprhy ſelf 
to him, to be tt ansformed into the divine likenefle; to 
have thy corruptions purged away, and all ſaving gra- 
ces implanted in thęe ? Ic is the office af the Holy 
Ghoſt to catry on Chtiſts intereſt in che ſouls of men, 
to fulfill all the pleaſure of bis goodneſe, and the work, of 
faith with poxer, to bring them to the Father by the Son. 
No man can cry Abba Father, and be fill d with a child- 
like diſpoſition and nature, but he who hath received 
this Spitit of Adoption; and no man can call Feſus Lord, 
and be heartily ſubje& to him, but by the heſp of this 
almighty Spirit. He ſhews men the vanity of che Crea» 
ture, and che goodneſſe, the fulneſſe, and allſufficieney 
of God, and enables the heart firmly to cleave to him; 
He convincet men of fin, and ſhews them the odiouſ- 
neſſe and danger of it, and diſcovers to them a Saviour, 
by whom they may be Redee med from all theit iniqui- 
Lies, from che dominion, and from the condemnation 
of fin: and he begets in the ſoul-a ſaving faich, making 
men not onely willing bur earnelily deſirous to accept 
of Chriſt to both theſe ends. Reflect upon thy ſelß chen, 
whether thou haſt experienc'd any ſuch workings. inrhy 
ſoul or nor, whether thou art changed by chis divine 
Pome: into a new and heavenly nacure, and art hereby 
ecome 4 new creature, 4s all in Chriſt are, dd things be- 
ing done away. Haſt thou ever found the vigorous and 
warm movivgs of this holy Spirit upon thy heart, con- 
veying light and life to thy dark ſoul, dead is troſpeſſes 
and fins ? Halt thou ce cheſs, mation» . 
h 4 and 
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it ſelf through the whole man? And art thou willing to 
be — by kim, to heatken to bis vbyce within thec, 
and to that word which wis inſpited by him to bed 
lamp to thy feet 7 If cheſe things be is, then indeed 
t ou haſt performed the engagement that was laid 1 
thee, by being baptized into the name of the Holy: 
Ghoſt,” But call thy ſelf to account, whether ir bath not 
been quite otherwiſe with thee. Doſt thou not Riff re- 
main in the carnall ſelfiſh Rate, altenared from the 
life of God through a blind mind, and a wicked ſtub- 
born will, being ſtill at enmity with him? Haſt thou 
not quenched the Spirit, and Rifled convictions, and re- 
ſifted his operations upon thy ſoul ? Art thou not rather 
guided by the ſeducing ſpirit and thy own unmortified 
luſts? Doe not theſe till remain'in ſtrength and pow 
et, ſo that whatever they draw thee to, muſt be done, 
let the Word and Conſcience ſay what they will ? If 
it be thus, never boat of having God to be thy Maker, 
nor Chriſt thy Redeemer : for if thou arc not ſanctified 
by rhe Holy Ghoſt, God will never own thee for his, 
who accepts of none but an holy people, | 
Thus by looking carefully into your hearts, you may 
diſcern whether you are truly in covenant with God or 
not. And if this ſeem any matter of difficulty, to 
know what your hearts ate: or rather, leaſt you ſhould 
pretend your hearts are thus right when it is no ſuch; 
thing, 1 ſhalt give one inftance more whereby you may 
know how ycu ſtand related co God, and that is 
the conſideration of your lives and converſ>tions: for, 
if you are ſincerely devoted ro Godin your hearts, then 
you mult needs ſhewit in the holinefle of your lives, 
which is nothing elſe but the keeping of that Cove- 
nant which is made bet xt God and the ſoul. If yu 
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ic's manifeſt chic you love him and believe in him: 
yon bring forth much fruit, brreby you and all men may 
-know that you are Chriſt's Di/ciples'y that You are living 


IS 
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ywich God. And if you keep the Com- 
mandmencs of Chriſt endeavowring to walk as be nt, 
. 


) 


branches of him, the true V ine 5 m baut you- received 


Chriſt if you walk; in him. And if you ſhew forth the 


fruits of the Spirit in your lives, it's a ſureroken char 
his graces are ſown in your hearts. If you ave — 
and nalk after the Spirit, then indeed the Spirit is wi 
and in you, and 90 live in bim, Gal. 5. 25. But onthe 
other band, -it's as certiin thou art a ſtranger and A- 
liene from this Covenant I have he ore deſcribed if 
thou be one that ſerveſſ the Devil tather than the true 
God. Make what profeſſion thou wilt to love God 
and believe in Chriſt, if thou alloweſt thy ſelf in 
one known fin, all thy great pretences will at length | 
come to nothing. What, doth that man love the Lord, 
ho doth not hate evil? Nay, who delights in that which 
the Lord abhorrs, and whete with he is grie vd: and pro- 
vokt rofuty ? Doth bee take Chriſt for his Lord who 
will not be obedient to him? Doth he take him for his 
Phyſitian who would not be heal'd, but had tat her keep 
his diſeaſes? Beware as thou loveſt thy ſoul of that © 
dangerous miſtake, that thy belief in Chriſt:may ſerve 
curn well enough for thy ſalvation without an holy 
life : for if thou leadſt not an holy life, it's mot cer- 
tain thou doſt not truly believe in Chriſt. For it is ner 
enough to prove thee ſuch a Believer as ſhall be ſavedz 


to truſt in Chriſts -merics and hope God will be metci- 


full to thee for his ſake, but ir is alſo of abſolute necef- 
ſity that thou believe in him as Prophet, and Klug, and 
accept of him to tech and govern thee , if ever thou 
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y endeavour to yield an univerſal obedience id 
bis Commands, and to follow his foccſieps 3 So that 0b 
ſay thou baſt a good faich in Chtiſt whiltt thou liyeſt ag 
ungodly life, is as flat à contradiction as to ſay, thou att 
faithfull to thy Prince hilſt thou riſeſt up in arms a- 
gainſt bim: and ſo much 6 an oathof Allegiance and 
fidelicy to cheir Soyeraign doth tye men from Rebelli- 
on, ſo much doth ſaving faith bind them againſt wic- 
edneſſe. And to talk of ' keeping thy faith firm whilſt 
thou livei in diſobedience to thy Lord, is as if a Wife 
ſhould ſay, ſhe wasgarefull in keeping, her Marriage- 
covenant whilſt ſhe liv d in open adultery. Thus much 
here I was willing to ſpeak of this / that thou maiſt he 
the more plainly conyincic ,- that if thou liveft in or 
Joveſt any fin , and wilt not leave it, though Gods 
Word and thy own 'conſcience condemn thee for it, 
that then thou art not ſincerely in covenant with Ged. 
Wherefore look well into chy life, conſider thy ways, 
how thou behaveſt thy ſelf towards God & man, and in 
all thy carriage inthe World. Art thou not à wilfull 
negleſtet of thy duty to thy Maker, living without 3 
ſenſe or acknowledgment of him in all thy wayes, not 
ſo much as once in a day; or perhaps in a whole week 
ſerling thy ſelf ſeriouſly co pray to him in thy Family 
or Cloſer, nor taking any pleaſure in reading bis word, 
or in thinking and ſpeaking of him to thy own and o- 
chers advantage? Doſt thou profane the Lords day, 
and turn thy back with contempt upon the Ordinances 
of God Art thou not uſ'd to ſwearing, curfing , and 
taking the holy Name of God in vain in chy common 
diſcourſe ? Or, art thou not guilty of lying, cozenage, 
inyiſtice in thy trading and dealing with men, of op- 
preſſion and unmercifulneſſe to che poor ? Doſt thou 
noc 


ane mal lice, allowivg thy 


ing, back- Ta and des Pong doſt thou 
couſly abuſe the good creatures of God, -eari 
drinking to r unficring thy ſelf 51 Sr ervice 
and ſtudying only co pleaſe chy p Pala? Doſt thou nat 


pollute thy ſoul with wanton Wa diſcourſes, and 


unclean IN ? Doft thou nat miſ-ſpend thy 
time in idlenefſe and vanity, careleſly wafling precious 
hours that ſhould be imptov d tor Gods hanoht, by ger» 
ting or doing good? Doſt thou not give Way to thy 
pride in thy diſcourſe, carriage or attire landing mer 
ney and time for the gratifying of chis baſe luſt > Put 
ſuch queſtions 2s theſe to thy ſoul, and anſwer them 


impartially and cruly. And if chou liveR in any of 


theſe or the like wilfull fins, be aſſux d thou haſt been 
falſe to che Covenant which thou waſt entred to in 
Baptiſm : But if thy conſcience can oo ly nitneſſe for 
thee, that thou hateſt every falſe way, haſt 4 reſpett to ll 
Gods Commandmenti, eatneſtiy deſiring anddiligenly 
endeavouring in all thy waies to approve thy ſelf 4 
the moſt righceous God, longing a aber nothing more 
than that thou maiſt walk unblameably- before him, 
then thou maiſt ſafely conclude that thou art one of 
Gods Covenant · people: and as ſuch he will own thee, 
and to thee belong the priniledges and benefit 
Covenant, and therefore the Seals of ir too, ſo 
thou haſt very good warrant to addrefle thy ſelf to 


Ir: 
Sacrament, whereby all the Promiſes of ace con 
firm'd to bis people, and whereby they ptofeſſe oF 


hearty rendring up of themſelves to bim. 

By this time I hope thon ſeeſt what it is to be c 

dially in covenant wich God the Father, Son, and 

ly Ghoſt, which all are. engaged to by Bapuſm, — 

which Covenanc they renew at the Lords Supper, 

ie love God above all, and to accounc tus . hy 
: chle 


710 


Aieleftiuppineſs; to 3 of Jeſus Chriſt as thy oh 
ly Saviour to bring chee co this happineſſe; and to be 
willing to be ſanRified by the Holy Ghoſt , and led by 
him in the waies of holineſſe. Now if thou dad 0 
thy ſelf ſteange to all this, and didſt never yet feel thy 
ſoul brought under the bond of rhis Covenant: my | 
next work is to perſwade thee to it, even to beſeech 
thee deliberately & ſeriouſly, but yet ſpeedily,to make 
a firm and everlaſting Covenant wich God to be his 
n his own terms, to be abſolutely devoted to him in 
hearc and life, as thou waſt in Baptiſm. Something 
I ſhall ſay to prevail wich thee if poſſible for the per- 
formance of this weighty IE Duty. Bur 
by the way take notice that all I am exhorting thee to, 
may well be included in this one word, even Believing 
in Lu Chrift, which is that qualification I am now up- 
on, diſcovering the neceſſity of it in all Communi- 
cants. And this I would have thee to obſerve, that 
thou maiſt the better underſtand what I mean when I 
pteſſe thee to faith in Chriſt, as making it all one with 
the Coveriant now mentioned : For , as I have before 
intimaced, He that frruly believes in Chriſt receives 
him in the quality and office of a Mediatiour by him to 
attain to that happineſs which he offers to men; & con- 
ſents to be brought to iu that way which he thinks fit 
to direct. Now the happineſie he offers is the enjoy- 
ment of God in glory, and this he hath procuted for 
Believers by his ſatisfaction and incerceſſion, and fits 
them for ic by his Spirit, which cures all their diſtem- 
pers, and raiſeth them to a perfect love of God and like- 
neſſe to him, and ſo makes them capable of full com- 
munion with him, which is their bleſſedneſſe. So that 
to receive Chriſt as he offers himſelf to us (which is our 
faith in him) nor onely fignifies our dependance on his 
merits for the pardon of tin; bur alſo includes in ro 
ove 
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reſolution to ſubmic to the working and guidance of ;the - 
Holy Ghoſt, who purifies che heart, & enables us to fol 
lo aftet holineſſe till ve are brought to the ſipht and 
41 * God. — IK 1 mar 
ma an eaſie compariſon. Suppoſe a King 
baviſhe — company of Subjects for rebelling a · 
gainſt him into & forreign Countrey, — 
long, that they have even forgot che manners and | 
guage of their own Nation, & are become wild and har 
barous like the people they converſt wich; ſog 
time / this King, taking pity on his bamſh'd % 
ſhould agree with his onely Son, that if he would ven 
ture upon the hazards and troubles of ſo long a journey, 
be ſhould take a chief Officer along wich him, and ge 
to theſe rebels, wich proclamation of pardon to all ſuch © : 
who ſhould acknowledge their crime, and were willing 
to return into their own land, there to live in the obe- 
dience and favour of their Soveraign; and in order 
bereto would come to this Officer to be taught by hin 
the language of their Countrey, and hom to behawe © © 
themſelves ſo as they might pleaſe cheir King, and be 
fit to be in his preſence : when now the King's Som 
ſhould come to theſe men, and ſhew- them his Com- 
miſſion, and perſwade them to be ruled by him, who is 
come ſo tedious and dan $ 2 journey to free chem 
from the miſeries of baniſhmenc, propoſing the rerms 
on which be will deliver chem, all thoſe that believe he 
ſpeaks true, and hath power to help them, and being 
willing to be delivered upon his conditions, doe pt 
their truſt in bim, by his means to be reſtored co che fa» — 
vour of their Prince and their former habicarions, chey 3 
doe by this very action manifeſt their love to het 


native Countrey, and their willingneſſe to live in obe- 7 
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you have plunged your ſelves into, when be made you 


doe herebj alſoengige to acceptof this Ofheerchar ac 
companies the Prince, to teach them the language and 
manners of che Counttey they are about to return to- 
[The application of this to the mattet in hand is very ea - 
fie : for in the ſame manner doch Faith in Chriſt, and 
our acceptance of him, implic our love to God, and de- 
fire to live for ever in his favour, which is that Chriſt of- 
fers us, and by his death hath purchaſed fot true Be- 
Revers; and it ĩmplies alſo our willingneſſe to be ſan- 
ctiſied by his Spirit, that we may be made meet to live 
fox e vet iu the love of God. 
Oh kearken then and give ear, all you loſt ſinners, 


(ſome what to purſue the fotmer compariſon): all you 


chat are the poſtericy of ſinfull Adam, who by his tranſ- 
gteſſion haniſh d himſelf out of Paradiſe; you that art 
wandring up and down in tilis wilde rneſſe, and have 
even forgot the heavenly Counttey, as if you were made 
anely to be inhabitants of this lower world, here to live 
with the Beaſts a mirerable life for a while, and here- 
after to die like Beaſts that pertſh 3 and accordingly 
make ic your onely work to run, and ride, to laboujy 


and coil for ſuch things as are needfull for this preſent 


life, without regarding thar.which is to come: whilſt 
you are thus eſtranged from God, forgetfull of, and 
daily running farther and farther from bim, behold a 
meſſage of glad tidings, and great joy is diſpatch'd to 
you from heaven, The great Gol that made you, takes 
pity on you, and is even grieved to ſee what a miſery 


ſo happy. He is by no means pleaſed, that ſuch noble 
Creatures, lately raiſed out of nothing for ſuch glortous 
ends, ſhould, through theit own folly, and the ſubtlety 
vf the tempter, bedebaſed into ſuch a wretched, ſordid 
ſlavery. Wherefore, in putſuance of his gracious de- 

% ſigus, 


1 r ana oa a 


£#. 00 a was a_  __—_— a r Owwwoa OC X cow PP M_ « a4 8 a” — ] as 1 ˙ A 


» 
4 7 N * 
F | ＋ * 8 * how in. 4 
” o 4 — % . L "Ia 0 o 
— — 5 * \ 5 ˙* 
- 2 — v 
4 " , * , ; . * - 
— 


— ——— — 1 
him, and ro become one-with' us, that he might h. 
very way ſit to be 2 Mediarour betwixx 
Aae by eee 
his example; and make attonement for us hy hi deuth 
Accordingly all this is done; the Som of GotÞis' comes 
into the world, and hart bund antIx | 
— from the PacherJcro ereit wia 
kind about their reconciliation © himgfor the 5 
of which.reconciliation he laid do hit Hite, and 
riſen again . Aubodaderraa 
ty to aſſure all, that life was given t this lift 
vas in the Son, ſo that be who bath the Son, bath life, And 
chisis that meſſage which the Miniſters of the Goſpel + 
at this day, and to the end df ltth& world, are to ptco C- 
claim to the ſons of men. This, Sire, is the joyfull 
ſound that is now in your eit: If you will buceraſ 
your ſouls with Chriſt, and conſent that his Spiric ſhould 
reach you the language of, Canaan, and work 1 4 an 
heavenly-narure and difpo ficion fut able to 
place he would bring yoit — then ſball yo = 
with God. forever. Wüst lay you tes > hal 
be jour Redeemer, to bring you to 
terms dr not; What have y ro 9 Mos 550 
Doe you think he does not ein 28 be peaks 2" of — 
he cannot doe what he prormfeth! Dae Ye 
his power, his willingdeſſe g õr his truth? If 
believe his Word, yer give credit to his | 
not chat tell you he 15 in good exrneft with you, . 
ly bent upon the Redempeion of mankind ? And be 
the miracles wrought h 1 and upon bim, which f 
witneſſe for him, lec bis Reforre&ion put you 
doubt, chat hi hath Goethe Faber ſeaſel ober 
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bf Mediatour : by this is afſurance is given to all m 
rhe ische Judge of to be world, and therefore that all 
ate deliveted into his hands, to ſave or condemn as he 
ſhall think fit: and be hath pleinly declared, that to 
thoſe who receive him, he will give power, to became the Sons 
of God, but as for choſe who reject him, upon them the” 
nrath of God abides for ever. But theſe things I ſhall 


branch out into two or three particular conſiderations}. 


to perſwade you, if it may be, to accept of Chriſt the 
Prince of peace, who comes wich the tender. of peace 

to your ſouls: to accept of him, I ſay, to waſh you in 
his Blood, and ſanRikie ybu by bis Spitit, that at length 
he may preſent you without ſpot or blemiſh into the 
preſence of his Father. We "1 


— — 
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Perſmafons to accept of the R edrewer, and give up the Stu 
in (venant' to him. | | 


N. D firſt conſider, I am onely perſnading you to 

. Chriſtians, nbich You — — Golan din 
And will you not indeed be what you-profefſe? Why 
doe you embrace the name, if you diſlike the thing 7 1 
know you have falſe meaſures whereby you judge of 
Chtiſtianity, and think perhaps, that all who are Bapti- 
zed, and keep their Church, and call themſelves Chri- 
ſtians, are ſo indeed: bur you ſhould rather ſay, ſuck - 
doe profeſſe themſelves ſo to be, but. they are not ſo in 
Gods account, except they are true to this profeſſion: 
He that wears a Noble · mans Livery ſeems to be hit 
Servant, but if he will not acknowledge him to be his 
Maſter, by doing what he commands him, you will ſcarce 
ſay ſuch a one's his Servant, however, not a Servant td 
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a receiving of Chriſt I am bid 1 8 
Chriſtians without taking Chriſt far your 
can you doe this without you are willing to vetn- 
ed by him? Is he a Diſciple of Chrift thi will_noc. 
learn of him and that will not believe. what he 85 to 
de ttuch? To give an inftance or two, Chtiſt bids you 
learn of bim to be meck and lowly, and if you will not eg | 
thus, ite you indeed any of his Diſciples ? He tells 10 
bis Yoke is eaſie, and bis burden light, and therefore te- 
quires you to take chem on you; if now you. f 
them hard and beavy,. and therefore reje& them, dos 
you not. in effect give. him the Lye 2: He tells you be 
is the author of eternal] . Jalvation tos © that obey . and 
if you refuſe obedience to bim, and yet pretend "you 
hope to be ſav d by him, can 11 counr this e 
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1 Chink 
0 Kar SOLE 12 ah 9 the 
&, and below yourTeaſon 2 nor in being like the De- 

1 om ou eri out upon, and pft end to Abhorre ? 
Fi o diſhonour to you to ive him co be your Fa- 
thet chilſt you doe his. works 4 Well chen, I hope vou 
Fave göthing 75 againſt Chriſt, who comes to reco=, 
ver four to your ! @ es; to bring Fit into yout light wics; 
to ex you your former folly, and make you Mes 
of, and humbledfor it, chat you m 120 forſa e it: whoſe 
defi ga is, to raiſe you co the eee ge and dignity of 
your Fdtures, By repairing Gods image u upon you which, 
you had loſt, bringing you to love chat which is belt for 
you, th beware of what would hurt you, and to be wei- 
ned from choſe things thac will leave you, and cannoc 
make you happy. "And if you have nothing to  obje& 
a8 pft all chis, much leſſe can you ſpeik againſt et in- 
tention to keep you from milety,. and make y blel⸗ 
ſed for ever, if you will hearken to bim, of 0 (hall 
ſpetk by it ſelf. Where then does the marrer ſick? 
hit can hinder you from coming to Chrift, who onely 
calls you to him to take off your had, and lighten your. 
burden, and to give you eaſe andre 

3. Conſider »h4t 1 brift bath a in * fe the, 

making of your peace with God on condition of Jour: accte © 

tance of him. He became poor to make e ee 
Pera che Son of man that you might be che 


God ; he came down from heaven . o raiſe, you 2 
He entred into combat my — evil chat you 


be 


Sz 
4, 7 
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teh x irand ll, RY an . And af FE r all, high 
he that be hath dogs and ſuffered hall he be reje 
Hach be dene thus mich, in order to your Fn, 
and hall all be loſt: a$.i9 You, 28 If it bad never pr 
done 7 What? hach the Son of God, manifeſt in 1 
fleſh, (hed his warmeſt hearts · blood to be as a Balſeme 
for your wounded Touls, and are you not willing it, 
ſhould be applied > Methinks common ingenuity 
ſhould tell you that ſuch matchleſſe love as chis ſhoul 
not be ſo {leighted, If you was taken caprive by the 
Tur hi and 2 deat friend ſhould venture bis own life 0 
free you chence, ſure you would be willing to return 
with him, though you might have great offers to Ray, 
behind, if i ic was for nothing elſe bar to gratiſie your, 
friend, who had ventured ſo hardly for you, that you) 
might not give him caliſe to repent of his labour, A 
what ? hall the blood of Chriſt be 48 it. were as 


the ground; and have ho effect on thee ? How 

that rock whom this will not ſoften? 1 beleech t 
Reader, again and again, to think what Chriſt h 
gone theopgh to delivet thy ſoul from the jaws of dea 
and then think vbether it be juſt and reaſonable rhag 
ſhould feurd without bis errind. I know I have men 


rioned this before, but I ſhall not tick to laculcage 
184 
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fow'ft SIE chee 
woundr, eint thee robim 25 he 4 Thomas, 


51%, 1 7 ehou tf dt wilfallyy 474 
fins which ave uſed me thi; 7224 65 5154 | 
havergiugn fucheaftiyrvidences of my dire ayers or 
accept me for thy) Redrrmier who bave' paid v de 1a 'prict 
for the; on mr for thy LN ho bave rbus boy Hhtrberout 
of favery ; fallon me in he way {ſhall ſhew theez — 
briug thee: :ſafe into the: ung of 2 Father, nu / b 
1 reconciled £0 thee :- Suppoſe, I HV, thou elde ſee 
ne 
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Chriſt even covered over with his oi blood, ĩmpotu- 
> | ning hee, thus to fotſake chy m, and actept his 
1 gract: and mercy; hat would'ſt thou ſay ? wharanſwer 
F mould'f9 chou gi Nh fi thou find in thy beet to 


I canteen bim; to fp thy ears to his lanckge 
ae without regerding him >! or bo cell 
hiarhe had not d nough to engigethet to hin ad 


that thouſa w ſt nb rexſorrro-hearken (roo offertʒ chat 
thy ſns were mote ſweet ind pietious t 

glory, ind any ching he would give could poſſibiy bed 
Surely thou durfi not. And if not, then let wor thy 
heatt and practice return the ſame anſwer᷑ ch me: who; 
in the nime and ftecd of Chriſt;beſeech thee/ thut thou 
wilt through him be: reconcitetico God: Even by all 
thoſe wounds which Chriſt ſuſſethd upon the Croſſe, by 
all choſe pangs and dolours niche felt in his ſoul, by 
H-3 is 


* 
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1s | 
upoo/mny kuecs, baſexch cheero gr — © 
eairtmentca this Lord j eus, who mag hu huuißed 
wounded''for thy ſake. Oh let al in- abet fervalte | 
tragdl of his. foul | 94 br: ſgtictd e Ng lager chatid 
choſe luſts; which reſiſt: his antrahet 3, aff: withorhoſs 
bartes aud boles TEN logheihynh out Nq H wick: 
thoſe Rrongs hold: chats dave. Road out dgainſ hm det 
che gates: of thy heat lie open, 40d. let this _ 6f 
glory eomi in n Feveiveihun, — 
abſolutely rendet up thy elf to Him. ca he diſpoſed v 
as he ſha ll ink fit, one ly begging that chou maiſt be 
taken into ibe number of his Redee med ones, and be 
enablad to pet form the duties enjoyged chem, and: bi 
firted tanj the priviledges aſſuted te them.Thix is 
that faich ini Chriſt which: Paul ſo fin perſ ade und 
beg thee to, and tbit by the conſideratiom dt hat M 
Saviourkkth endured upon this achount/ tHat chryug 
faith in bim thou mighteſt he paianed and iabed. 1 
4 Canſidet, ahh,“ r ching riſt ande end 
to purchaſto fa yationfoithee li dοuα ject him ustziſc 
what amft reaſonabbi ri HAulianrure di anmin ed tb 49 
perßemm, that thou mighteſt obtaim fal vation by hiay: 
even thy unſeigned wiltingnefle toi coept him t̃or thy 
Redeemer; and thanhfully roiregeive the) /benefith 
which he bath purchaſt For the. Ad will: not this iu. 
duce thee to enter intu Covenarit wich him, vhenighe 
termatberaof are ſo far; and gricious c. hir chy hatt 
eanſeht, that Chriſt ſball perform rhewhote'work'6#!y 
Saviour to ther, and fn thee, is. rue thief thing recule 
red to: make these oe of his membem Thais the 
great Comma rd of oche Goſpel to Believe in Jeſu 
Chriſt, So fhaththou aſt nothing to fay onthVWSV own: 
behalf, if thou ſhouldꝰ'ſt be found at laſt to have negſe 
cted this duty: for tell me could t thou have d 


Kn 
bet 


any 


a: wave derr 
mach mb:o b Neat otely. ceckuived x o · Nin 

to hi. ,andiifeivirh him dH 

wilt (bounce n to cha Bat pr pres 
ths officer dt Chrifd\axuft nor be dividhd, nor his hene- 
firs [cparazed;”) He muff be eien rorthy Lorch rü rifle 
in thy heart, and vs for thy Sg. 
vie ad keep thee: from tniſeryy 7antichow h iis 
will rofeel in thy fout'the-power his Ci | 
fyin> thyluſts,/ar to have rh grit I 
curexbypardor ; now hou muſt be broutbe ro the 

of heayetiabove exrch, iFhou waolltR be — — 
ther by Cbriſt wheis Thou levveſt thewnrch, . But ye 
all efiis; it is dut the vent of thy ſoul vhich is 
pally required, in order to the attainment of the 
tnereies. And would f thou have matters brought down 
lower yer Would cob be dhe d agvinitcbywilt? Arid 
hal — when thy heart is agiiuſt it Or would 
chou —— kind of exceptions . in 
wich the! cieutef chy ſalvarion? «miſt 
bavelibeve pts rum ble, and jet bed in 

ir ee f hoy fecha thow ut hart fav bee 

the Davtlgnbd yerr rag ys. rhe e ide dt 

fairbfali b 5 ,ẽjAu f hniii¾l loue- nie 

rebel Gd; ——ů theetnich 

bis Ache love; vb —— N HN, Au 

hen rd beirechiohs lon N rein- 

deed make luch terms ache it ive fxxb thy wah | 
chdicem Thou ä Sos 
1y diſingenaous. If not; then come im ande. 
thoſe conditions that ate . which 
thou canſtnor; ifthotbee@7 well Wap Wiſh bor 
any that thoutd be more ſuited to hee un tereſt, 
Heaykenthento the ſtee and; | 
H 4 Chriſt - 


Se. p 500 e orb ice 
eb Ifa. 55. 1. Joh. 7197> Reva 2» 2 Give not 

Chriſt. cauſe to dompl ain over thee chat tho Aa nor 
came 9 bis ther the- wigbreſt bave life 3 that be maulii baue 
gubered thee as Hen gathereth ber a ien. under her ming 
dur then wooldeſt put. Oh hat 4 curing thought will this 
be in bell, to remember as whar — rates chou mighe- 
eſt haxe eſciped chit miſery but wouldeſt not? how ca- 
fly, how certainly.chou mighteſt have been happy for 
ever, hut thou t not The way wis ſhewn thee, \ 
and thou waſt exhorted and. beſaught again and again 
to alk in- that way, but zouldeſt not bearkens - Chriſt 
Would have been thy Saviour; as, well othets, but thou 
wouldeſt have nont of him, being in the number pf thoſe te- 
bellious ones, ho ould not that be ſbould reign dver 
them. And howuttefly inexcuſable mile thou he at the 
day of accounts, when ĩt ſnhall he askt thee, what reaſon 
thou hadſt for thy mo elokpg: wich Chriſt, when he ot · 
{ered to have (avid thee ? hat anſwer canſt chou chen 
make, except this may gd for manner, chat thou paſt 
fully reſoly'd 1gainſt it Wharwhoughthay hadſt not 
wit or learning to improve far Thrift, nor an eſtate to 
lay our for Nm, yer. hadſt thou not a will to embrace 
him and his renders ? Couldſt thou not haye loved 
him, and have given up thy ſelf to him? Could men or 
Devils, or anything but thy.owh. wrerched ohſtinacy 
and pervetſneſſe have hindred this ? Thou ho art 
nom reading this, ho hat heard the Geſpel again and 
Again, canſſ not pretend ignorance : fot thou haſt been 
many times informed, and once more let me aſſure 
thee, that if thou art willing Chriſt is willing, yea be is 
earnefily deſiraus of thy happineſſe, and had rather thou 
wouldeſt turn and live, than go on and die: yea, he hath 
ſet himſelf full ip che way to prevent thy 9 


bim thy feet,; who” flandsberwixe to keep 
thence; If now ic chis very: moment thou wilt comply 
with the defign of Chriſt; co ſave thee-iriche. way he 
hach eftabliſh'd, he will ſacely perform all his promiſes 
to thee. But beware of deceiving thy. (elf, precendwg 
that thou art willing to have Chriſt, and char thy heatt 
is wholly ſet on him, hilſt yet in thy actions and con- 
verfation thou arc not ſubject to him: for the tenout᷑ of 
thy life will be ſure to folloꝶ the bent of ch heart. Ir 
the te mptations of Satan doe ordinarily. prevail wich 
chee againſt the commands of Chriſt, doch not he polleſs 
thy heart who can thus put thee upon action ꝰ I chon 
followeſtchy pleaſures or worldly buſineſſe to the ek. 
lect of Gods ſervice, is it not plain thou loveſt t 
world and thy fleſh more than God and holineſſe. Canſt 
thou be diligent to pleaſe thoſe whom thou hateſt, aud 
to injure and provoke, ſuch as thou laveſt beſt ? Theſe 
ate too groſſe pretences to paſſe for currant, and thy 
on conſcience cannot but he convinced of their, vani- 
ty and falſhood. If thou conſenceſt char Chtiſt alone 
{hall be thy Saviour, chou wilt: depend upon him onely 
for thy ſilvation; if thau att willing be ſhauld goveri 
thee, thou wilt in the courſe of thy liſe yield; obedience 
to him. ali thon ſaiſt thou haſt nat power to be willing. 
ptethee examine what this means but that chou art ab- 
ſolutely unpilling, aad chen whoſe fault ĩs chat? Who 
is it; I would fain know, tiindezs thee: ſtom being wil- 
ling. ꝰ ot om doſt theu chinł to lay the blame on ꝰ he 
aſſured the holy God will-ctear himſelf it chou ſuuld it 
lay the cauſe of thy damnation on him, an iſ be did not 
give thee grace enough to change thy heart: ſince thou 
didſt por improve that meaſure of grace which was gi 
ven thee, and didſt by thy wilſullneſſe keep out vat 
was farther offered to thee: And thou wilt have ſmall 
comfort 


* 


— na ily = — 
companions: arions.of c 
acquicringthyſelf; They ſhalt dearly avfreer for whae 
—— ka yer aka wilt ſtill be left lia 


zullice : ye. Mou wiltbe-foundlto belye ar Dit e, 
iel, if chu llaiſt he was che chief onuſe ol thy ruine: 
for he could never hade docei vect and untune cher, 1 


thou badſt not beer willing to heurken tir hiri and be 


deluded byſhi m Nor could chj companionshave dran 


thoe to fiy; it᷑ eheu hadit not ſirſt been in love with ĩt: 
for neither they nor the cempreravboſe inſttumeuts they 
mere,” could c prevail with them whoſe hears were 
ogainfl it 0 Neicher: will; ir egcuie thy . — of 
Chriſt, 102 fayxhou never hadſt ſufficiei ta Ry 

20 dre td him, and that chow never beardeſt ot 
bay ſuch aduantages to be had by tim as might allure 
thee : for thou halt then be made to acknowledge, thit 
itche thing it ſelf rhere was reaſon, abundæm reaſon 
for thy icueprance of bim. Buv if ir did not prove fuſs 
ficient to work upon thee, why: wasrhisÞ! Was the 
Goſpel unteaſduahle, or waſt not thou unrenſonable in 
ſleighting ir ⁊ Was it hid fromebee? If fo, s ĩt nit 
becauſe thou didit. permit the Gd of thi n i blind: 
thy wind, and kevp thee from the knowledge of the 

truth? I thou art till in the dark, is ĩt not becauſe thus 
Iwet-darknefſe mne chanlightÞ Art thou not ſo fully 

bent upon the ſisfiction vi chy laſts, chat thou wilt 
hear of noring chac ſhould dta dy the from chem Art 
thou not flöthfull ahd negligent, and wilr not mind 
thiogs, nor bier fericuſly. ofthy ſin / and: danger, of 
the deve of Chriſt ind thy need of him, and the like 
fubjects, cho meditation whereof," through the bleſſing 

of God; mięhe have ſofte nei thy heart, and bowed thy 
Win to 2 the: rdugh compliance with the Lord Jeſus. 
And doſi thou indeed think that thy wilfull affected ig- 


nora 


a——— * — = 


ww. > * +» — OY 07 NM EET TT. WW CTY 0' 0 OY IV FR FI OY WS os OY it og. & 0 OY GO 0. 


Rasper ee 
Sue eee ge 


cot the fun} or E Feet 
e — — 
Mark Wouldff&ithourtrakeodhig ſbro r god d | 
And: doſt not chen:doꝶ thur, who wilt not 
bebe 1 — — Th 
the: ef; thy 
withjmabebponberedy thou inighreti:be !1ed-r&Chtit 
bodl chen crie{tehdu cnofinetifind/rbe way toi tf 
rPrmcefhdgtd ſendz Proclimttio to Ri 
fing pardon corhoſe chac monk comg:in, but tl 
dea ction touch a hu portfiſt:æ if they flop 
tan vhen iris dio rhem, and wil) not enquire 
2 oonrents bf at, heilt he excuſe Them\2fcerWarde 5 
z7.cheprevardle ard my invitan xo lay dows'rhek 
- Nor, farther; canfhreboutrabyſay;! che! Thrift 
— theezrhiochis' wi of 


team to be ſaved hehim: fof waſt chou un 
thin would det 

exit; dn ſirreuiſt b made cünformible te his; 
tber il appear mp mncrs difficulcy in obeying dis cum 
maids, cchmmeadargry man finds in eating 286# chant 
daciful — 470 2 loving Father Te doe 
hi wit: wWdutd hett an eee ee 

eld Had a new nature akckin ee, carried forri#Wich 

might power and Sveet neſſe to all thoſe ace Becdi 
dure chat flom from a wilfing ſouſ . But yet further fot 
chy >avition{ Sippoſe x Noble MAN ſhoutdoffeFts's 
Brevpe; chat if ths i put᷑ off het rage, und wa er 
elt, and put on the apparel he had provided, 
ber vngrant fife to cot and dwelf wich bim, 21d 
his Joving and faithful Wifey that then he would mat y 
bead inftace her in all lis honour and riches | 
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ven i (ell; if thou wilt continue in love 2nd faithful 
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fades ber will 


chrom away — and leave her wandring eqmapaniy. 
ons, 1 — wet 

che pot ab To rape 
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finds thee, onely — over withrags and filththeſi 
he. bids thee to ſtrip — waſh thee /a2nd-makecher 
cloahs ind put awiy che evil f chyodbings ;'ro rencunde 
thy luſts; to forſake thy ſinfull courſes-and: compani« 
ons td put on the hit Rabes which he hath provitied 
fox thee, to be cloarhed with his perfect :righreouſneſſes 
thit the ger of: thynſins tnay not; gpptary and to ben. 
dorned with the graces of his Spirit, that thou maiſt ha 
lovely in the ſigbt bf God, having dh. on Cbriſt; and 
he offete to eſpouſe — hinifelf,- and becoma thy 
Husband and Head; and mube thee 2 Joynture of hea» 


neſſec0 him all thy date: Where-atien: is che Dor 
that muſt be given him: No, be as far none, tis rhy 
ſelf he defies, and bids thee came cboldly without mos 
ney or price. What eaſier terme, whar-fairet offers 
would ſt chou deſire 2; Sball Echen prevail with thee o 
not ? Even as eAbribar ſent his: Servant to ſeek as 
Wife for his Son {faac,;ſo dog Thom addreſſe my ſelf to 
thee from my Lord and Maſter Jeſus Cxiſt, earneſtij 
deficing 20 effoyſe thee to him 45 a gbaſt Virgin, «With. 
Commiſion from him I make theſe tenders to thee; . 
Behold this hour a meſſage of infinite concernment and 
n favour is ſenc to thee : Chriſt: Jeſus the ing 
of glory offers himſelf, with all he is and bath, tothe 
by me his Servant thy conſent is now demanded: 
What anſwer doſi thou give me > Wilt thou be marris' 
ed to bim or not ? Wile thou. not give me that com- 
forcable anſwer that Ksbeck ah did to Abraham s Set- 
vant, ; 
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for. Nhat J urge ithee to, ſleight 
examine chings well 
own reaſon, nox ur 
Once again then Lask chee, art thou willing to betroth 
thy felf co Chriſt, forſakingorher Lovers that have ſued 
for thy heatt ? Wilt chou promiſe to cleave to him ac 
all times, and in all conditions, and through che aſh» 
ſlance of grace, to be faichfull and conſtant in thy love 
and obedience to thy lives end? If thou ſay yes, and 
irt ſincere inchis.ceſolution, then doubt not bur it will 
be accepted. and rarified in heaven: what thou haſt 
done this hour will be recorded by God himſelf,and te- 
membred for ever. And doe thou make haſt x0 chy pri- 
vate chamber, there mote expreſly and ſolemnly to pro» 
feſle this thy engagement to Chriſt ; and come to the 
Lords dar feal to and confirm this Marriage 
Covenant; and let it be thy care all thj days to conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt therein, and then doubt not but Chriſt will 
perform bis pact. to a tittle. ls +. 
. Thar I may be yer che more likely to bring chee to 
chis ſaving faith in Chriſt, which. is ec thy 
conſent to be married to him, to receive him fot thy 
Lord and Siviour, as1-bave before explained ĩt, let me 
entreic 
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thele were but Words 50 Ane oo 2 debeive 
thee; know, chüt I am nt bf Beck of C 
tell ch es much of thy gan b 4 line of t 

29 ill cetcainty bring beg ts bm, if rde wile be fal 
by che trüeſt reafoti, und perfwited de huſe wat 


beſt fer thee,” In one word then be- Hſated, chou Faſt | 
have wl che may make thee 4 in this 2 
& the next tot ever. al. 84. T1 1 Til. d. om. B. 2 
And Whit tan nl for more p That ve 
wherein thy foul 18  hf6tigblybrouhe over to cn 
thou haſt riglit b he vireue of his rich pfomife, to all't n. 
is in eaven und Earth that may be for thy good, | 
eccardibgly ſhalt enjoy it, as thou com N. to need it; 
and art made meet tõ receive ir. So ſoon is by kart | 
thou art united to Chriſt the guilt öf all former fibs 
done away, and for the future thy ſervices ſhall be ac“ 


cepted and thine” inmperieQionsForgiven : for God u 
became thy reconciled Father, and Ek, owtr 7 f 


bleſſe chee a5 Child, And cinſt chou Wat 2071 
who haſt God to be thy Fachet, who oneth all thit 

ves, who' baſt him to de thy portion h is bettet thin 
zll things All his attributes, his wiſdome, power, tri 

and goodueſſe will be engag'd on thy behalf, aud en 
ploy for the; bis wort, bis wotd and all ord 
ces ſhalł help forward thy happineſſe, All thy ourwi 
afltirs thy heavenly Fathet, who' knows wa thou 
need of, will (ce to and regard; at all times he will 
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if thou fetajn thy integrity 
vils ſhall Teal A At chee 


thee from the rotting Lion, andrhe pit of deſſtuction 
and vouchſafe thee che beginnings of happineſle wit 
himſelf, which ſhall be compleaced and perfected arthe 
great Reſurrection day, when thou ſhalt be taiſed u 
by his power and brought ĩuto 3 not in ra 


but in mercy. ,- and ile be pu ickly owned char 
Chriſt, whoſe perſon and cauſe thou didfi here 1 ce 


and own; and by bim thou ſhalt be openly juſtifiet 
from all accuſations of Satan ot the Law ; and ſhalt be 
preſented pure and holy into che preſence of the Father; 
and ſhalt be ecernally bleſſed in the enjoyment of 
thoſe treaſures of infinite love and goodnefle, which 
God hath laid up in tore for believers. This, is the in- 
heritance which we come. to by Chriſt: ve are made 
heirs of God, yea coheir: with bis own Son ; ve enter upon ahe 
joy of our Lord; with bim we ſball abide in the manſion; thas, 
are in our Fathers houſe. Then ac length we ſhall kn * 
all the deſigus of Divine wiſdome id love, when th | 
hall be accompliſh'd.in us and for us; and by th f, © 
Jon we ſhall underſtand, what is that b | 


"| nll neight of glory, for which there were 
wonderfull contrivances, ſuch ſolemn prepar! 
that God who doth all things like himſelf, beinginfi» 
nitely wiſe and good, They ſhall we reach te) an 

find thoſe glorious things that are ſpoken of the City of 
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yer 


fe for Angels ot Men to yctgr- Lo be. Char, tho 
ſhalc chen be adyanced tothe utmoſt Pe be e 
of thy nature; thy ſoul ſhall be fitted for thoſe actions 
and employments which are molt ſuicable to it, even the 
loving and praiſing thy Maket, Siviour and Sanctifier;, 
and ſhalt he made capable of rafting the molt taviſbing, 
ſatisfying [weerneſle and joy in theſe employments; in 
ple aſing the bleſſing God, and in e thy ſelf encom⸗ 

paſſed wich the warm embraces of bis deareſt love. And, 
28 this chy bleſſedneſs ſhall be infinite and unſpeak- 

able, ſo ſhall che continuance of it be erernall. Nor. 

| fhall thy delight be once abared or intertupted through, 
l this etetnity, but be.ever exalted to che. bigbeſt 
tch ; it ſhall always flow, yea overflow, bur nevet 
ebbe, This is the joy which hach no end, no meaſures or 

decay: This is the glory which Chriſt will give his ſer- 
Vants : not 4s the world gives, gives be unto them. This, he 
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tells us, 5 the will of him that ſent him, that every one that 


ſees the Son and believes on him, may bave everlaſting lifes. 
Joh. 6. 40. The nater which he gives us to drink ſhall be, in 
rhoſe wio partake of it, 4 well of water ſpringing p into 
everlaſting life. And ſome beginnings of this divine liſe 
now, there ate brought into the ſonl, whilſt it is made in 
its meaſure conformable to God, and is carried our af- 

ter him wich the ſtrong workings of love and defire ; and 
feels the ſhedding abroad of his love in it Telf, and lives 
in the joyfull expectations of an advancement to the 
abundance of life, the perfection of bliſſe which I be? 
fore mentioned. And now, Reader, if thou believeſ 
all chis, which I think thou muſt needs, except chou 
take the Goſpel for a cheat, if then thou believeſt it tg 
be true, I Would know of thee, whether the inyications' 

Chriſt makes thee to come ro him, be not backt with. 

ſufficient motives, to prevail with all chat are nor uh . 
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inde. edit wi | of che gre 28 
y his time Aeg chen en cb Red 
hy ioterell, whilll he is ſo importunate re wich tk 
1 all fot, in che ceſulc but 55 That chou w Wer | 
thy ſelf bleſſed for ever. he commands "thi 
he beſeeches thee to. And ſhall ſich commands be di 
obey'd ? ſhall fach requeſts be denied? Good Lord 
How Rrange a, thing is this? That man, a paſogably, 
Being, whoſe wildome ſets him above, al other © 
cures on earth, ſhould be chns woo'd, chus 62 0 | 
and encreared robe happy, atid yet char he L 
dallying and deliberatipg whether he had h 
not; yea, that he ſhould peremprorily telle e6| 
Which, mould | moſt admire in chis caſe, 4 40 
on and baſe ingraticude of man, or the i bear bl 
inerey and patience of God, ſo long to bear witt 
unworthy crearures, and ſo frequently co renew t 
fers of bleſſedseſfe, and even pelle it upon ok 
Well chen, doſt hou think chere is any gain in eh 
veſſe 7 Is chere enough to be bad wich Chriſt to male 
him and his gifrs worth the accepring ? For that 1 tell 
thee ſtill is all that is expected from thee : be bur cordĩ- 
ally willing to take him and all his benefits te 7 
and for cettaĩn all ſhall be thine. Thou ſhalt fin 
promiſe of the book of God made good to thy N 7 
yea thou ſhalt find ten chouſand times more that e 2 
thou could'ſt underſtand or conceive from the fulle 
promiſes, the higheſt expreſſions chat ever thou there” 
with concerning the priviledges of Believers. Shall 
chatis ſaid then bring thee to be one of that number of 
not? Doſt thou know where to make 2 e 
for thy ſelf ? If ſo, rake thy own 8 make ch 
beſt ont: for be affur * eſas Chriſt needs flot ; 
His glory doch not ſo depend on thy ſubjection to hi 
thac ic ſhould be Tefſened Ns of chy di & 


o as thou wit, be knows how to ſecire bir oH. 
: bur keln he woutdperiwade rhee to rake pity)” 


en thy ſelf, and ſave thy own foul.” If there be any in 
all che world that hatch done more for thee than Chriſty” 
er that will doe more, heatken'ro him and ſpare not. 
But before thou conclude there is any ſuch perſon or: 
thing, examine matters well on both ſides, and then 
doe as thou ſeeſt meet, Indeed the caſe is ſoplain that”? 
the verieſt child or fool almoſt may know how to decide 

„Bethiok thee well what thou art like to have from 

e world, from thy luſts, from the ſervice of the Devil; 
r from any thing that would keep thee from Chriſt: 
Ein thou think that the ſatisfying of thy ſenſes with 
whatr hey call for, or pleaſing thy fancy with things ſt- 

ous, or living in idleneſſe and wantonneſſe, in 

ride and pomp with the applauſe of the world, is any ot 
all of chis better than the love of God, bettet than the 
fulneſle of joy to be had in his preſence, or bettet thin 
the rivers of pleaſure at his right hand for evermore? 
Bur be they as good as they will, doſt thou think they 
will laſt always > Or hath the Devil any future reward 
for his ſervants, when their miſerable flavery in this 
life is ended? Amoneſt all his temptations, did he 
ever ſo mich as once bear thee in hand, that he would 
make thee happy for ever? Is it poſſible for thee'to be 
ignorant, that the pleaſure; of ſin, beſides their empti- 
neſs & baſeneſle, are but for a ſcaſen? Sp that if thou res 
main without Chriſt thou haſt no whicher to go, nothing” 
to truſt to, that will not miſerably fail thy expeQations.: 
Look round about thee, and ſee if thou can{t'find any: 
other foundation to build upon, to raiſe #n beppineſt 
to chy ſelf. And when thou haſtbur conſideted a while, 
"With that ſer icuſneſſe char beſeemes one who hath ade- 
fire to doe himſclf good, I doubt cot but thefanguzge of 
*tby ſoul will be like thir of Pete to Chriſt, Job. 6:66, 


Mw 5» PR ere 


life. I hos one: , hoſt * It, Gent ts 

onely haſt purchuſt ity thou onely ed ir; nb H 
alone canſt beſtow it upty thy people Ke our tx to theo, L 
I bet abe my ſelf, renouncing all chittys chat ſt aui Inch 


— 
lion nich chee ; be thou my Loru, lets be thy ſerv lux 
me live to thee here, and let me live with this for u biz 
after, pirtaking of that glory which abus haſt obraimed'ofebe - 
Father for thy faubfall ones, What faiſt thou? 
very heart agtee co thefe words or not ? Sy yer or 
befote thou goeſt any fatcher, I am ſute thou haſt no- 
thing like reaſon to give, why it (hould not. Ob give 
not Chriſt cauſe to wonder at thy obſtinacy ind use 
lief, who when” he came to bring thee ſalvition wis re- 
jected. Once again, I aſſure the, he comes not to un- 
doe thee. Think not thou ſhalt lofe by him, becauſe he 
calls-thze to mottification, ſelf-denyall, and bearing 
the: Croſſe. If he would take chee from any thing 
which is dear tothee, tis onely becauſe it is huttfyll s 
and he'll give thee better delights. more noble em- 
ployments than thoſe he calls thee off from. Thou ſhate 
pare with nothing by his ſervice which thou could'Rt 
have kept long, and inſtead of it thou ſhalt receive 
treaſure char ſhell never be taken from thee. But if 
thou itt ſofaſt bound to thy profits, thy pleaſures and 
thy ſweer (ins, ro which thou haft been long accufigs 
med, that thou wilt not be perſwaded to take thy love 
off chem, and ſer it on Chriſt, but art ſo ſwallowed up 
with them, that thou turneſt the deaf ear to alt theſe 
enttesties; if this be thy reſolucion; that Baal ſhall be 
thy god, and him thou wilt Wörſhip, that the world 
Mall be thy pottioa, and co ir thou wilt cleave; that fin 
ſhall be thy trade, and in it thou wilt ive: Remember 
_ thou hidſt thy choice : —— 3 3 
and all his ſaviag mercies rote; but t | ; 
_—_ 7 bercely” 
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thou haſt no wrong done thee if thou goeſt withour him. 


Ef this be thy thanks to him for his matchlefle conde- 
ſcenſion in ĩinvĩiting thee to glory, grudge not if hereaf- - 
ter he exclude thee from ir. And now get thee to thy 
idols which have ſo taken up thy heart, that there was 
no room for Chriſt, except he would have the leaving 
of the world and fleſh, which, be it known to thee he 
never will, he'll have the higheſt place or none, and 
ſince he muſt not have that, go thy way 1 ſay, and make 
the beſt of thy idols, thy riches, thy bravery, thy carpal 
joys and empty honours, thy dear friends and pleaſant 
companions ; ſuck all the (weetneſle they will yield, 
and keep them as long as thau canſt: and when thou 
ſeeſt where they leave thee, and what thou haſt brought 
thy ſelf to, then let thy Conſcience reflect, whether 
once thou hadſt not an offer worth the acceptance. 
| 6. But this brings me to che ſixth and laſt argument 
* to prevail with thee to give up thy ſelf to Chtiſt, and 
1 that is the ſad and dolefull effects that are like to follow upon 
thy rejection of him. If God be juſt and true, thou are 
not like to go ſmoothly away with the guilt of this hai- 
nous ſin. Something to this purpoſe I mentioned before, 
and therefore (hall be the briefer now, onely in faith- 
ſulneſſe and love to thy immortall ſoul, that thou maiſt 
never be able to ſay but chat thou hadſt fair warning gi- 
ven thee, I now come to tell thee, that if thou ſtandeſt 
cut againſt the mercy that's ſo freely held forth to thee, 
refuſing to receive thy Saviour on thoſe terms, and to 
thoſe purpoſes for which he demands acceptance, thou. 
art then like to be as miſerable, a forlorngundone crea! 
ture both body and ſoul, as ever trod upor-the earth, 
or ſaw the Sun. Make 28 light of theſe chrearni 
now as thou wilt, but if there be a God in heaven, be a- 
ſured they will be made good upon thee, as ſhortly thou? 


” * 
1.3412 0 


PS 
. EX: - 


wo n —_ 


* SY 


on = OT. » Yo» 


YR 


4 


F 
*. <a 


dee er ch: 


tile its caſe, eit, drink and be merry, Fot 


God beholds thee is anger, and 


vetſion doe not prevent it. Think not i | N 
to dig in the bowels of hell, and throw flaſhes of fire in 
thy face meetly to tertiſie and daunt thee : no, but 

would fain, if poſſible, prevent thy miſery, e 


1 
ing what it's like to be, it thou throw thy ſelf h 
into it. And oh that I could ſpeak any ching that 
might make ſome impteſſion upon thee, not onely ro 
bring thee to a fright, and there leaye thee, but a listſe to 
awake thee co a ſenſe whar a miſchievous thing chat im 
is which now thou art ſo deeply in love with, iat tds 
maiſt ſee to get thy hands rid of it, before it he tao late 
to wiſh thou hadſt done ſo: Even during chis 2 
life, whilR- thou art without Chtiſt, thy icion is 
moſt ſad, however thou maiſt applaud and bleſſe hy ſelf 
in thy worldly evjoyments » For thou axt this while-un- 
der che load of thy originalb fin, and alb che tranſgraſſi- 
ons which thou haſt actually committed in cheuge, 
word or deed, fince thou eameſt ĩnto · the World che 
leaſt of which, without pardoning metey would drown 
thee in perdition. Thou baſt no cettaĩnty for an hour of 
any of thoſe things which thou poſſeſſeſt, hut arr linble - 


to as ſhore warning a8 the rich Fool in the h, 
was call'd away in that night wherein be ds — 


not (hew any true title, by vittne of 2 promiſe: from 
God, ta the leaſt of all thy comforts: - Bur thou andeſt 
always expoſed to that wrath which chou ert cus 
then thy — — Lat wi of _— —— 
wholly at his mercy Whom thou art pr 0 
fury, In all thy ways which are ſo Jefiled, che boly | 
even loaches chee for 

by filthineſſe. And be atone knows how- ſhort a while | 

e u determined to wit on thee 2 chyglaſle is running, 
his pacience is aeg, deady and: ja gement urg bay 
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Aigogbeltic ready burning; and thou cant nor promi 
thy {elf a moments ſafety. Whilſt thou arr ſleeping or 
waking,” eating or working, talking and laughing, che 
heavy doom hangs over thy head, and thou haſt every: - } 
d4yWeaſon to expect the dreadfull vengeance of th 
Loedlto ſei⁊c upon thee, nothing but meet mercy heth! 
kept it off this while, which will: not always laſt. A. 
wighs: when thou goeſt tö bed, its a great hazard 
bur-thol-meift awake in flames, and never more ſee- 
es comfortable light ; or when chen det out: of dots; 
its A queſtion whetlier thou maiſt not With Judas, go to 
chy oo place, the infernall manſions, betore thou re- 
tutneſt home. For ought I know'or theu either; +hig 
may de the laſt Book that ever thou maiſt read, this 
my he: che laſt warning that ever: thou maiſt have. 
Thinks fictte wherhes this be a comfortable caſe for 4 
min to continue in} and. 8 they ate that 
veigtuee all upon © Ræpentince hereafter, Möoreover 
all ehe trodble v thb maiſt meet with in the world, T 
ud ndt what ſupport, vtiat bomfutt can be adminifired | 
fo thee for there nνẽ ti be given thee from God, 
n fire whit che uren reſolved enemy to him. What 
Mitt cn mul te geh fete Un And relief at (obs 
um dana But Wonder: 'offety the remnantꝭ of thy 
esl. dm folts, and the 'hopes thou. haſt of * ſeeing a 
rng Hotter ics like any help chte to ſdme Falſe peace] 
Rar Uietpoor man; Death will Hortly atreſt the“? 
Def micwilfiripctior cf altthat thy berrt de HRHHHa ͤdà 
andifei Dead tHM wi Beikthe heck c ail th 
ford 'hopes, and utterly fruſirsta thy expectations; 
Detchthat Will earrptheeourofthis beloved werd ig 
to placed wie cthduthaſf been fer ſtranget, v 
thinking :af it afl 269 bar coſdlych h ſeldome, ot e 
hottbut add averrent leg ct Deng HIN, wilPhotdly 
tiy hold bis thee, zud then whithergyilc:chowlook f 

Fe") Ry way 
TREE X * comfort, '2 


dint] 


comfarc, 25 pear de Wer 0 ad Jeſus 
Ibto bale hands wilt Wins * 
ſoul, Kho,wauld'R not whi 55 0 living tefign thy 
ſelf to the Tod who rade thee, & bon ches ich h 


peace ? A filchy Swine into the communion 5 $; 
No, never expect ir, And if he will not receive 
who muſt? It heaven may. not hold thee hat place, 
will > Thou canſt eaſily anſwer theſe queſtions, A 
when, by a ceſurreQion co condemnagign,thou art maden 
with all che teſt, to land, in the preſence of thy Ju 7 
hom wilt thou chen ir before him ? For the Lot 
ſake, yea for thy. own.ſake, poot ſinget, thou hat 5 
not be Ly wad to like ve Chriſt, nor bis hal) 
Ways, nor che ſanRifyins work of his 92 Spice gas 
theſe queſtions, as thou ceadeſt th eto =_ 
What, wilt thou then 7770 elus hr Fe 
tempt and diſlike of his gerſon and 1 

thou then jullifie thy unbellef and kept 
calls thet to anſwerfor.ic 7 Ot who wilt thou ger tg 
ple ad for thee, w opely Ad 2 l. con 


thee.? Wii wilt Gan frien 
e ſo, is, t 


alone could and wo 0 
enemy Dacre 


8 


own. fault, become 11 5 N 
ar Saints ſpeak, 2 mrs or bio ga 15 whom. 
er wil Mill, peak? Or K 79 5 No, 
779 rigate 735 ence: III, 

Na ore 40 Ya 1 5 

te co 1 pa fellas? 5 EY 
acculer, and if need be, Would Ai 
faulcs which be drew ches de. Wilc —.— r e 
in the teeth wich the lage promiſes he Wade the, 
callpn.himco make them goed. Alas, be blog 
$490) 


Coo 


that moſt juſtl are all they ſo ſerved, who would truſt td' 
the Devils deſuſions rather than to Gods promiſes, Ot 


df ou expect relief from chy com antopsIn corment? 
An poor creatures, they would rather help themſelves. 


if they could, but cannot: Oh then! with whac an 


dale ſentence, Depart from we Je cur, ed] when thou 


ſfalt took round about and (ee no help, no hope, but 


that down chou muſt lie in that burning lake, which che 
He deb of the Lordi fury like a ftream of Lrimſtone dith Kine 
ale, whar 8 poſture will chy ſoul be in? I caneremble' 


ro conceiye it, eaſier than I can expreſſe it, And when”. 


chou haſt lain ſoche thouſands bf years in that place of 
torments, yr tbęn will the working: of chy heart ke? 
when. thou haſt felt that tribslarion and anguiſh which 


comes upon thoſe that work evil, what thoughts wilt thou \ 


have of the Ways that brought chee chicher? What 
would't chou hot doe for rhe leaft dram of hope in that 
miſerable deſpairing ace, fo the feaſt glimmeripg of 
Fightin that gloomy darkneſfe? But there is "none to be 
bad, no nor ever will be through a whole eternity: the 


force of which word eternity,and the meaning of H ell is 
how known and felt in anothet manter, than when erte - 


leſs ſinnets could laugh at the mention of them, or ſleep, 


whilſt chey were pre acht on! But Mbit ? cant chou 


not pefſwade thy felf that there are apy ſuch tormencs 
prepared for unbelievers ? If fiocs its to be feared thou 
arc one of choſeunbelievers for whom they ate pfepꝛ- 
red: But if Scripture may convince thee, reid #mongſt 
other places, 1 Fhef. 1. 8, g. Mar, 25. 46. Joh. 3. 36. 


and then tell me thy judgement, Nom indeed all this 


is but talk; Hell's out of 5 and the moſt terrible 
words are but wind: and therefe 


9 7 8 Lic 2 * ws. > 
xt thee, and feorn thee, and make thee acknowledge)” 


Fare, ich what a countenance Wiſt thou hear that laft+ 
leful 


refore ir is there is ſo little 
bare in the world to make ſure his favour who can ſave” 
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REY des a ery el x; becauſe ir's nelthe? Keen 

nor felt, is ſleighted and fo ˖ o. Sent ef bee 

4 company” of men out 55 "who bad cob 

ſome fault worthy of death,” and' offer ae 

chat would de ſorry kot theit crime and Kare 
be guilty ok che like, bur threaten Death to hole uit 
would not; znd wicha}l ſhould ſhew chem ardons rea: 
dy ſealed, and great hopes of money te hes en te the 
penitent, but racks, and oibbecs, and Rrecfe 0 ki 
for the exæcijtion of rhe / ohinate ; Doe 55 Xin hf 
would not eafily prevail wick them, when! 
good exrneft what was like to betide 7 1 ? 2 
Chi would take this courſe, and ſhew 

hell, if that were poffible, plainly to Firs jan fs, fits, 
like he moſt ſtubborn ſinners would be roſe 

be will not doe thus, not is chete aby reaſon be ſhould; 
Since we are made men to be rated by reafon,' wh 
ſhould he deal with us lie dtuits that mufthe led | 
their ſenſes? yet becauſehe Wilt not take This way wich, 
them, bruiriſh ſinners diſtegird him, asif 1 
him not. But Ih Sirs ! all you that couſd ſeꝶ ug need of | 
Chriſt,whephe was ſo urged and preſt uiponiFou, when! 
ſherely he ſhall ſee all che wortd ſtind before him, an@ 
ſhall behold the devouring flimes, inrs which all 5 
mult be cafl, who have bot 2 parr in tis toe, then 
will ſee what benefit comes by Chriſt, 1785 - euch 


longer edunt them fools, that took it 

buſineſſe to get an ĩutereſt im him. Them, icke ; | 
paſſionate wildes that you bad, been ſowiſe, weed 

you any good, if the — Sx s, and bitt _ 

for mercy night prevah; ys Id think chem 

ſpent : but afas, all will ph * rpoſe. 13 25 
Lord, with nevet ſo mich noĩſe and eaineftneſſe, ifrhou 


walt hers 4 worker of Intaitity, no other anſwer 4 
chou odtrin, but, D. Hear, : knon thee not. 


FOLLOW 


zuithyſelf ſhalt be forced to acknowledge, that thia 
2 is as juſt as terrible. For Aa en — 
hid Chriſſ to depart from thee, thun deſired'ſt not the knows 
ledge of hit mayt? and ĩs it not juſt he ſhould then com- 
mand chee to Depart from bim, as one he will not 
om nor own? Heaven thou didſt refuſe, ſince it wat 
ta be had on no other terms than ſubmiſſion. to Chriſty, 
and therefore thou muſt peeds fall into Hell, ſince there, | 
is no third place provided. Bar perhaps thou wilt flat- 
er thy ſelf wich a conceit that none of theſe things ſhall 
ame upon chee, in that — retendeſt thou putſt 
chy whole truſt in God that he'll ſave thee, . and relieſt 
upon thy Saviour Jeſus Chriſt alone, to be kept by 
him from bell and che power of the Devil. But be- 
wars, I beſeech thee, ho thou cheateſt thy ſoul intq 
chat miſery, whence no trick or wile can evet fetch thee. 
Doſt thou put thy truſt in God be Il cake thee. to hea» 
ven when thou dieſt, who naw alloweſt thy ſelf in thoſe 
very fins for: which he bach.chrearned to tutn men into 
hell? If indeed. thou doſt.ſo, then I hape it is ſome 
promiſe of his that chou.botram'ſt thy truſt; upon, or 
elſe it is a. vain, confidence: now ſhem me, if thou 
aft, one promiſe in the hole book of God,thar gives 
de the. leut grqund to hape for happineſſe, whillt thou 
continuelt in ap untegenetatt Daturall eſtate, in Ions 
with chy ſins; take thy Bible, and turn it over from oe 
end to tbe tubers and ſee, if, thou canſi/find, any. ſuch 
Bela could he thee an hundred Texts, wherg 
wrachis chreatned to all ynconverted ſinners, continu» 
ing ſuch. So chat. in plain Engliſh, tby truſt in God ig 
ma more chan a yrecched preſumption, that he. will be 
a mercifull ac to break his word to ſave thee ; and is 
indeed this mord prove falſe, than thj confidence will 
dot deceive thee, but if it prove truey as for certain ic 
Kill, chen wor bs to thee, fot all chis ptetended tg 1 
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v tilſt thou rebelleſt aga init him Nor cel ee 
does che Goſpel (ay, :hareverly man nh hi: believe tba 
, Chriſt will fave bim, ſuall be faved by him iet his heare and 
| life be what ir n. Tam ſureneicher-Chrith or hy Ae 
| | poſtles ever made known ſuch a docttine : ad ut tt 
+ | faith be grounded upon any other Goſpel than Chtii 
bich revealed, thou art: like to go ſeek another heaven 


than that he hach promiſed, For be hach #otdvehge 
plainly, that virhout hol ineſſe thaui ſnalt a % Lox 
that he is the author of ſalvation, nely to 7 char 
bim; and that de takes off condemnariun ftom nent bii 
ſuch who wat nat after the fleſb bur after the ſpirit, Nom is 
ou doſt truly believe in Ohriſtꝭ chou wilt ſet thy ſelf 
to ſeek for happineſſe in the way that he — per we 
ed, not in one of thy own deyifing':. forelſe it is 4 ſigu 
chou doſt not depend upon him for ſal uatton, but on 
thy own fancy or Satans deldfiois, or wügsbesrit is 
whoſe directions chou followelt rather than Chrifts; 15 
thou waſt ins place where owowaysmect,and one mas 
ſhould bid thee follow him in this way, and another 
mould bid thee follow him inthe contrary wi if thou 
would'ſt come r thy journeys eud: is it nt plain thut 
thou believeſt him whom thou followeſt pᷣ Otif hel 
hidſt ſome dangerous diſesſe, ahd* an able Phyſician! 
mould tell thee,” that if thou would'ſt depend apo 
him, by the help of God he would recovpt the and; 
ſhould ſeave with theę ſuch and ſuch Phyſick to tale, if 
in tde mean time chou ſnhould' take 4 conceit, thix cht 
mighteſt be wel withour following his advice, ave 
ſome one elſe ſuuld direct thee to an cafiet dc 
er way, wbefeupen thou throweſt away His ineticines, 
doſt thou then depend upon this Phyſician fot cure Þ 
Thus the Lord Jeſus, the great Phyſician of souls, aſ- N 
ſures chee, if thou wiſe depend on, and Lomas . & 
© -45, | , Wit 43 
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ieve in him, he will from that 
everlaſting death whereof thou att in danger, and to 
this purpoſe be ſends his Word and Spirit to cure these 
of thy ignorance and wickedneſſe, which 1s che diſeaſe | 
of thy ſoul, he would bring thee to Repentance, and 
thoroughly :purifie and ſanctiſie thy heart: but thou 
think'ſ this a tedious courſe; and wilt by na me ans ſub» 
mit to it, come on ĩt hat will; but fancieſt thou maiſt 
be ſaved without ſo much adoe, and that forſooth by te- 
lance on Cbriſt. Is not: this a very wiſe buſineſſe, to 
rely on che Phyſician for health, and throw away the 
Phyſick that ſhould procure it? I knoy well enough 
whac thou would'ſt have, Chriſt ſhall keep chee from 
bell, but yet by all means he mult give thee liberty to 
liye in ſin; that is, he muſt let thee carry fite in thy bo- 
fome, but yet be mult keep thee from being burnt; he 
muſt let chee drink poiſon, but yet he muſt keep it from 
griping thy bowels. But believe it, Chtiſt came not into 
the world for any ſuch ends. This he hath purchaſt, Thar 
no fins, great or ſmall, ſhall damn that man chat's tru- 
ly humbled for, and forſakes them, and depends upon 
him for a pardon, and is made holy in heart and life 3 
but not, that he who lives and delights in ſin ſhould 
eſcape miſery, which ĩs indeed a kind of impoſſidilĩity. 
For man is in bondage, and fin is his fetters; now the 
Son would make us free, he would ſet the captive ac 
liberty, but muſt he not then take off his fettersꝰ We are 
polluted, Sin is our filth, Chriſt is the fquntain opened 
for our cleanſing: and can we be clean if we will not be 
purged from our filthineſſe? We are ſlaves to Satan 
through our luſts, by which he leads us whicher he will, 
Chriſt would deliver us from this ſlavery ; but muſt he 
not then break theſe chains ? Sin is the ſpawn or ſeedp + 
hell is the fruit and off · ſpting: and if the ſeed be — 1 
mitted to grow, mult chte not needs he the ſtuic ? * | 
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dis ſhews bow man plainly deflroys him felf; win bs 
will bug his luſts which ate 2 Serpent in lis bofee, 
preſuming that for afl that, they will not ſting him. 
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Chriſt, ſhalt eſcape as eaſily as chey that never —_ 
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Man by his fins had deſerved everlaſting wrath, Chtit 
came to ſave him from fin, and ſo from wrach © and if 
men will not believe he came to this purpoſe, of 
will not improve him in order thereto, muſt uy 
not needs die in their fins, and ſo abide under that wrat 

which was before upon them, and which fill-follows 
after fin, Fab. 8. 24. and 3. 3 6. Addi 4. 12. Iguo- 
trance of Gotd is one part as Well 1s cauſe of maus un- 
happinefle, and if men wilfully cloſe their eyes, that 
the light which Chrift brings to the world can have no 
enttance, muſt they not of neceſſity remain in darks 
neſſe? Exceſſive love to our bodies, and to the com 


forts of this life which we ſhall be tripe of, and wart of : 


delight in God and his holy ſervice is the great miſery 
of 2 ſoul, and doth engage it in thoſe firifes: with it's 
Maker, that caſt men into an hell upon earth, and kit 
dle the unquenchable fire: andif they will not give way 
to the Spitit of Chriſt, to curn the bent and inclinarion 
of their hearts from the world ro God, doe they not re- 
tain theit own certain miſery > Thus thou ſeeſt how 
impoſſible ic 1s, even in the thing it ſelf, for all rejeRers 
of Chriſt co efcape damnation, ſuppoſing they are but 
continued in being, and left ro themſelves, boch which, 
Scripture aſſures us, will befall che impenitent inthe fu- 
ture ſtate. Bur know moreover, to the breaking of 
heart in time, thy condemnation is like to be 
more heavy for thy rejecting of Chriſt, than ic would 
have been, if ke had never come into the world, or had 
never offered mercy to thee. Cauſt thou in thy own 


Conſcience think, that thou who haſt been ſo importu- 


ned and beg2'd by ſo many arguments, to accepr of 
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* of h or hut very darkly,?. Shall not he that abufech” 
1 ten Talents be more feverely dealt with, than be w 
hides but one? why-etſe does Chtiſt denounce ſuch 
woes agtinſt Choraxin and Bethſaida, threatning tbem 
with worſe puniſnments than Sodom and Gomorrab ? 
was. it not becauſe they enjoy d more mercie: and 
eiter means for Repentance? Doc we not ready 
Heb. 12. 25 · that they vo refuſe to hear the Son ſpeaking 
from heaven, [hall much leſſe eſcape, than they who v:fuſed to 
bear the Prophets of old ? And of a ſœrer puniſhment ahere- 
of they. arc worthy ? Heh. 10. 29. Though I would not 
have thee negleſt the means whillt there is any hope, 
yet let te tell chee, it had been bettet for thee to have 
never heard one wotd of the way to ſalvation by Jeſus 
Chriſt, chan having be ard to fleight and diſregard it. 
'Þvery Sermon thou haſt heard, every Book thou haſt 
read; and every exhortation thou haſt had and neg- 
JeRed, will fink thee fo much che lower into heil. 
Theſe ; vety lines Which thou art now reading, if 
they be not improved, will, without Repencance, be 
remembred to thy ſmart another day, Be thou well aſ- 
ſured, though God be the Father of mercies, and a God 
of bowels, yet he takes account of the mercies be af- 
Fords his Creatutes, and tikes notice bow they improve 
them: and if they be abuſed, they ſhall be ſeverely 
.Teckoned for. God will not be mocked by tebellious 
Creatures, nor ſhall his precious gifts be trod under 
feet, and they chat doe ſuch things eſc ape unpuniſhed. 
A Hove all then, how wilt the love of Chriſt in dying for. 
them make their doom mote ſad, if they be not con- 
ſtrained by this love. What totrmens can be grear 
enough for th: ingtatitude and perverſeneſſe of ſuch? 
If thou, Reader, be one of them, I dire appeal to th 
felf, whether thou deſerveſt not, for thy unbelief an 
imprniteney, grearetiſufferings than if Chriſt had _ | 


ed. ' Forfuppoſethere was ij dr, who'for 
ſn beitg condemned to dieꝭ che Sings: 530 they 
de content to have his tight hand cut off (co ſatiaſie the 
Liw, and terrifie the people from the like guilt heresſe 
ter) that he might obtain 2 pardon of his Father for this 
oor man, and when he bad got it, ſnould come and tell 
bi whar he had done, aſſuring him, chat if he will but 
take him for his deliverer, relinquiſh all his traitereus 
defigns,'and become 2 good Subject, he ſhall not one» 
ly have 4 pardon, but be taken into the Court, and there 
live in the greateſt favour and honour ::bur ſuppoſe he, 
when he hath heard all,inſtead of a thankfull ac 
of his pardon upon theſe conditions, fhonld kick at th 
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contempt, asking him who wiſht him to trouble him- 
ſelf for him 3 nay worſe than this, ſuppoſe, whilſt che 
Prince is holding forth his pardon, he ſhould endeavour 
with a Knife that he had got to ſtab him to che heat; 
woul d'ſt thou not think that ſuch a wrerch' deſerved th 
oreareſt tortures that could be deviſed > And more for 
this his latter obſtinacy than for his firſt treaſon ? And 
if thou be found guilty of the very fame, yea worſe per- 
fidiouſneſſe and ingratitude againſt God thy Maker, 
and Jeſus Chriſt thy Redeemer, will not thy own Con- 
ſcience conclude it moſt juſt, that the heavieſt judge - 
ments ſhould be thy portion? Waſt thou not liable co 
death, to all kind of miſery for thy fin? Did not the 
Son of God humble himſelf to take on him thy nature? 
and then to die a moſt ſnamefull curſed death to pu- 
chaſe thy pardon ? and yet when he offers it upon cou- 
dition, of thy acceptance of him for thy Saviour, and 
becoming a fairhfull ſubje& to the Soveraign Majeſty, 
thou arc ſo farrefrom being brought to this, that thou 
rather takeſt encourtgement from this mercy held forth 
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hand that offers it, and turn his back upon him wid 


by Chriſt in the Goſpel, to continue in diſobedience o 


* = thinwhich hore oule ä 
to thy Saviour, to make him as it were a patron of 17 
wickedneſle; doing far worſe than they that: crucified © 
him, whikt thou endeavoureſt quite to perverc 15 
take away the end of his Death, which was to, redeem 
ut from all-iniquity; and purifie unto bimſelf a peculiar peo- | Ly 
— of good works, Tit. 2. 14. And if indeed this 
be thy caſe, canſt chou ſay one word in thy own excuſe, 
why all the plaguet that are p: zepared for tebellious ſin- 
ners ſnould not be ponred out upon thes, who thus 
Fcorneft and abufeſt thy compaſhonace Saviour d. 7.6 
By this time, I hope, chou att convinced, that there 1 
2 ahundant reaſon why chou ſhouldelt accept of th 
Lord geſus Cbriſt to bring thee tothe ſal vation he hath 
prepared for his people, m that way, which he himſelf 
hach preſcribed. Thar thou mighteſt not wanr argu» 
ments of all ſorts, I have ptainly told thee what's like to 
rome of thy obſtinate refuſall. And now after all I a» © 
gain demand of thee, whether thy heart be brought thus 
-chorough]y co conſent, that Chriſt ſhall be thy Saviour, 
and take his o way with thee, to keep thee from mi- 
fery, and bring thee to true bleſſedneſſe ? Art thou re- 
ſol ved to give up thy ſelf ro him, and follow his directi- 
ons, or nor? Shall all char hath been ſaid, doe nothing 
to encline thee cherero > Doſt thou think it bettet to be 
commanded to go from Chriſt hereaſtet, than to come to 
dim at his command for ſalvation here? C aoſt thou beat 
his heavielt indignation rather than his eaſie yoke b light 
burden ? Is there any thing in becoming Chriſts cache 
Full ſervant worſe than being the Devils everlaſting 
bondſlave. Berhink thy ſelf whilſt thou haſt leiſure, and 
eeiſe not theſe thoughts till thou ar:iveR to a true ſenſe 
of the things that concern thee, and at length att fi 
reſolved, without any more baffling or dallying, to bind 
thy ſelf over co Chriſt by a firm Covenant) to be nil 
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miiſt eſcape che vengeance thy ius have expoled thee 
to, and ie . which he. ll, aſſured] » 
bring thee; This is that Covenant with C | ot. K 

in him, Wich I have been all chis while Perf facing 
thee 10; Wherein I cold chee is containgd chy Coyenaa 
with God the Father, to love and honour | 

as thy Maker, Rulcr, and End; and. 
Gholt to be ſanctified and led by him. W 
an every man mult be cordially entred jig, thas bg 
in1y be fic topartake.of tbe Lax 
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rot ee $5, eech 
doth pigfeſſe to conſectatè himſelt᷑ ro Ye 23155 5 
F 2nd Holy Gholt ; cha is, co be a true Chriſtian, as, 
bis Baptiſme he Rands engaged And n thitd 
fi fication which is tequi ſite to all Commungaſihh 
ik 1 ſhould nme no more, hence it miy ſi ncly ap- 
ger: who is fir co come to this Ordinance even be rite 
eing acquainted wich the, Doctrine of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, believes all that is chere ce = 
to be true, and is ſenſible of, and deeply 998 * 92 
bis fins, being ſiedfaffly teſol ved, by Frech arices - 
preſently from this time forward to forlake them, and 


m 
is anfeignedly willing to receive the Lord feb fo 
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bis Saviour upon the terms of che, Goſpely chat is 
ſhall next ſpeak. pacciculacly) be. that relies upon 


wo 
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boldneſſe addreffe thy ſelf to this Feaſt, which thy grad 
cious Lord hath appointed for thy refreſhment and 
9 he rake thee to himſelf into his heaven 
Kingdome. 
7 Since I have already thus fatre diſcovered, what kind 
of perſons Communicants ought to be, from the nature” 
of this Ordinance,as it is for a Remembrance of Chriſt 
40 Death, which cannot be without the knowledge 
him, repenrance for ſin, and believing in him, I may 
* therefore be briefer in the parciculars that follow, in 
ſhewing what more is included in Remembring Chciſt 
. che Sactamenc, fince they ſerve but farther to illu- 
ſtrate and confirm what I have already mentioned con- 
cetning the qualifications of the Receivers, and fince 1 
may repeat ſome of them in ditecting choſe chat intend 
to Communicate. | | 
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CHAP. VI. 


Iv. 4 right Rememlring the benefits procured for us by 
- the Death of C brift. 1. Toſtification. 


IE that Remembers Cbtifts Death as he ought, can- 
not bur Remember what were the benefits, purchaſt ly 
bi; Death for thoſe that believe in him : which benefits are 
held forth and repreſented in the Sacrament, and by it 
ronveyed and aſſured to the worthy Receivers, and doe 
call for ſuitable diſpoſitions and affections in them, ag 
T'thall ſhew particularly. Of theſe benefits I ſhall name 
three which are rhe principall and contain all the reſt; 
And theſe are Juſtification, Santlification, and Glorifie 
cat ion. | 

1. The firſt ĩs Juſtification or the pardon of fn (for the 
difference berwixc them is ſo ſmall that I ſhall herr 
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by che fat isfaction he made 


14 
fet ob:dience and grievous ſufferings;” far — — | 
whereof, Believets ate releaſtfrom che tigour and curſ 
of the Law, received into the favour of God, and pre- 
ſerved from choſe miſeties which otherwiſe had nccdr< 
ding to their deſert befaln them, Gal. 3. 13. Chriſt bath" 
redeemed us from the curſe of the Lan; being made s carſÞ- 
for ut. Heb, 1. 3. When he had by bimſelf Paging ; 
Sc. Heb, 9. 26. ----But now hath he n 1 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. Rom. 3. 23, 24, Fu 
have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God 3 Being ja 
fied freely by bis grace, through the redemption that is in Fes 
ſus Chriſt 5 wich multitudes of the like places. And the 
Bread and Wine ſet apart for the Sacramentgdo repre» 
ſent Chrifts Body that was given and broken — Lak 
12. 19. 1 Cor. 1 f 24. and his — wis ſhed 
ro procure our pardon, as you may read exprefly, Mat. 
10. 2728. And he took the ¶ up, and gave than 40d 

we it ta them, ſaying, Drink ye all 2 For this is ny 
Blood of the new New Tit amenty which it ſbed for many for. 
the remiſſion of fins; That is, This Wine doth ſigniſie 
and repreſent my Blood, in which the new Covenanc 
berwixt God and man is founded and eftabliſhr, and by 
which'remifſion of fins and all other conſequent bene= 
fits of chis New Teſtament or Covenant are purchaſt. 
And thoſe Sacramentall ation of giving and receiving 
the Bread and Wine to eat and drink it, doe hold f 
ind con firm the mutuall Covenant betwixt God and 
man. As it ſeals to the Covenant on mans party (cha 
he will receive Chtiſt as he is offered, and be devored 
to him, and to God by him, ) I have ſpoken to ĩt under 
the fotegoing Head; and to all who fincerely dot thus, 
God hereby ſeals to them, that he will be their Gody re- 
copciled to chem through his 
. * 2 
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all his benefits ſhall be cheirs; and therefore as dn 
prineipall benefit, that all cheir iniquicies for Chriſty } 
ſake (hall be forgiven them. Even as the Miniſter, wWba 
is here in Gods ſtead, offers them the Bread and Wine, 
whereby a crucified Chriſt, with che bleſſings he puts 
chaſt, ate fignified, ſo doth God make over all theſe to 
a believing ſout,which doth as really and truly, though in 
2 ſpiricuall manner, receive Jeſus Chriſt, by conſent- 
ing to take him for his Lord and Saviour, as with his 
hand he takes, and with his mouth cats, and drinks the 
Bread and Wine. Now in anſwer to that part iculat 
priviledge, pardon of fin, which hereby 1s aſſured to us, 
there is required in us a dependance upon Chriſt for 
this pardon; that is, an expectation and hope, that God 
for his Sons ſake will pardon our fins, that they ſhall not 
be charged upon us, to condemn us at the great judge- 
ment day, but that we ſhall then be cleared from all 
accuſations, and ſecured from thoſe miſeries into 
which the ungodly ſhall be ſentenced ; and this we ire 
to look upon as ſealed to us by the Sacrament. And it 
is to be conſidered, that this dependance upon Chriſt for 
2 pardon, is one part, or an eſſect of our ſaving faith in 
him: for they who believe that he is the Redeemer of 
che world, and are willing to be ſaved by him from 
their wickednefle, and ſo from hell, they wilbrely on” 
him to obtain forgivene ſſe by him; and according to 
the knowledge they have of their Repentance and: 
Faith, the conditions of this mercy; they will the mote 
confidently expect ic. But as it is oftentimes diſſicult 

to bring the trueſt Believers to this a& of faith, in that 
meaſure as may give them comfort, ſo is ir more diffi- 
cult to beat the moſt negligent out of this refuge, % 
would cheat themſelves with a conceit, that to hope for 
mercy through Chriſt is all that's required of them, But 
know, the pardon which God offers is not barely upon 
| C 
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Condition of our willingneſſe ro accepr of Chil 
and guide, to ſanAifie and ſave us, witch, I have oft = 
mentioned, as that believing in'Chaſt which the So- 


ſpel calls for, and entails ſalvation upon : and thenthey 
in whom this willingneſſe'is wrought, ate bound to be- 
lieve, that all Gods promiſes, made to ſuch as by [his 
grace they find themſelves to be, ſhall be fulfill'd z and 
therefore particularly they onght to believe, that ac- 
cording to his promiſe, he will blot out all their cranks 
greſſions, for his ſake who was bruiſed for them; and 
upon the ſtrength or weakneſle of this perſwaſion doch 

their comfort very much depend, though not their ſafe» 

ty ſo much, ſince the want of it commonly 
from an ignorance of themſelves, rather than aninibe+ 
lief of the promiſes: to which I ſhall ſay ſomething 
hereafcer, leaſt any ſhould think they muſt not come 
the Sacrament. becauſe they have not a conſident 
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2 | ſwaſionthactheir (ins (ball be pardaned, and therefore 
chink they have do Faith. Now from what bach been 

| ſaidirfarther appears, That none but penitent Believers 
rere. vorthy Receivers: for to ſuch, and none bur fuch, 

5 doth God in the Covenant of Grace promiſe pardon, 

: and therefore to them onely it is chat he conveys and 

1 aſſures it by the Sactament, which is 4 ſeal of that Co- 

a | v-nanc, and ratifies no more than whar that promiſeth . 
And indeed none but fuch doe in good earneſt defire | 
er ſeek after a pardon: for none but they are ſoundly”, 
* convinced of cheir need of ir, by reaſon of their bre 
= that Law which doth accuſe and condemn them. c | 
. Poranc ſenceleſſe ſinners, that run on deſ in 
7 theit wicked courſes, without any thought or fear oe 
doe judgements that are ready to be executed upon | 
them, and never take to heart how chey have incenſed © * 
g the Divine Majeſty againſt chem, doe not uſe much to 
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wid renhnni The fear of ficknef 
poverty, ce, or the like remporall evils, doth mich” 
mup than the fears of hell, and accord- 


. 
6 
F x 


ingly their daily care is to avoid thoſe rather than this. 
He that ĩs ſick prizes the Phyſician, whilft he that is in 
bealth, or thinks that be is ſo, cares little for him or his, 
tnediciyes. A poot priſoner that hath newly beard che 
ſentence of condemnation from the Judge's mouth] 
and knows be's a dead man in Law, what would not 


* 


he doe to get 4 pardon from the King > Ot oh how 
ned would he be to the man that ſhould doe it fot 


hic ? Whilk another char knows not himſelf to be 
guilcy (though be may really be ſo) would rake himſelf 


little behol 


den to any one that ſhould make him ul 


an offer, to wit, of the Kings pardon. Even thus ſhoul 


come to 2 ſtupid ſinner, and be able to aſſure himz 
chat God was reconciled to him, he would be very liale 


moved with the tidings, for this 1s not a matter whereof 
| fe uſed co make much doubt, ot greatly concern him- 
elf one way or other : but could you ſurprize him with 
the news of a great. Eſtate being faln to him, oh h¹ 
an extaſie of joy would you caſt the poor man into? J 
confeſſe when theſe cateleſſe ones come to be awakens 
ed on 2 death-bed, or by a fir of ſickneſſe, then they doe 
indeed earneſtly defire, that their fins may be forgiven 
them. Notwithſtanding the great affeRion they had to 


che Devilsdrudgery, they have no mind to receive the 
wages which he affords them. Though they have loved 
fin ſo well, that they would never part with ic whilff 
75 eep it, yet — =— they can 175 Ti 
t, by no means are they willing to go to that 

e their (ins directly led them. Loth they are to 
take leave of their luſts till they come to the very: 
2 of the grave, but chen fam they 

dy of chem: fot die y do, if chej 30 ene 


they could 


to wh 


* 

" : 
„ 
* 


/ 


would rid theit 


* 


TY 
2% 


| 
| 
| 


dd 


| Rep ferber they are like commit for ever, Whildcheyy— © 
— taſt the 1 of fin they wallowed ſecurely: 
in it but now fickneſſe bath ſpoil d their raft, and 
them out of remper, they ſeem ſomewhar mate indi- 
ferent to it : but eſpecially fearing, leaſt they have al · 
ready had all rhe ſweetneſſe, and that nothing but bit · 
ter dregs ate at the bottom of the cup, therefore now at 
length they would throw it out of cheir hand. And this 
I fear is ordinarily the beſt of a Death- bed F 
which many build theit hopes ſo much upon. They — 
be in good earneſt afraid of being damned, and there 
fore are ſorry that chey have brought chemſelves inco: 
ſuch danger: but whar's this to an ingenuous ſorrow! 
for having offended a good and gracious God, and to 4 
loathing of fin for irs own vileneſle? which axe neceſ- 
ſary to make our Repentance right, And nor onely at 
death, irs like, but in time of healch alſo, there are ma- 
ny who would be very willing to have cheic ſius par- 
doned, if it might be upon any other condition than 
forſaking chem. If bare confeſſion and begging of mer- 
cy might ſerve turn, ot if coming to the Sacrament 
might ſerve turn, and yet ſtill they might live as then 
li, fem would 155 without a pardon, But remember 
God nowhere aſlures pardon to any man abſolutely, but | 
upon a certain condition, which except we perform we 
cannot look for the promiſed mercy. What this con- 
dition is, I have before cold you, even that you ſhould 
repent of, and give diligence to forſake all fin, and re» 
ceive Chriſt to be your perfect Saviour : upon no othex 
terms therefore expect to have a pardon confirmed ta 
you by the Sacrament, which will no farther avail you 
than as it receives power ind efficacy from the promiſe, | 
Wichour which icis a ſeal to a blank paper that will War- 
tant you to claim nothing. Suppoſe 8 Landlord ſhould 
make you a Lege ER, upon condition tn 
17 1 
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brought out of love with every fin, and doe with firm 
phrpoſe of he art cleave to the Lord Jeſus. 

To bring you thus to depend upon Chr̃iſt for 2 pat- 
don, in a right manner, and upon fure grounds, the con- 
fideracions I laid down under the laſt particular may be 
of uſe, ſince this is one part of that faith in Chriſt;which 


J chere exhorted you to; that wis an acceptance of him 


In all his Offices; this hath a peculiar reſpe& to his 


Prieſtly Office, and is called Faith i# bs blocd, Rom. 3. 


25. Onely to adde a word or two more, for the quick- 
ning of all ſuch who have not much laid 1t to he irt, how 
to ger their fins pardoned, 2s if they thought it was @ 


thing of no great conſequence: Conſider I beſerch you, 


whether the Incarnation, Life and Death of Chriſt 


Was not a matter of huge importance to the world? and 

tell me, Reader, doſt not think thou art as much con- 
cerned herein as any other mam ? Had not thou 23 
much need of his Death 26 any? And therefore doth 
tt nor ſtand thee upon, to ſee whether thou ſhareſt in the 
benefits of it as much as it doth any man breathing? 
Aud tell me farther, if all this preparation intbe G 
ſpel had been made for thee onely, and Chriſt had come 
down from heaven, and ſuffered on the Croſſe for wy 


ſake alone; that thou mighteſt be ſaved by bim ont 


ſame terms that now thou maiſt, and ſhould have ſent 


thee a meſſage. calling thee. by thy particular nume 


7 
15 


ſome ſmall quir-rent & ſhould ſet his ſea} to thiꝭ Lese, 
all chis would ſtand you in no Read, if you dedied that 
you as his'Tenavr, and refuſe to pay the Rent he te- 
quired. Wherefore co know whether your hope of par- 
don be upon good grounds, and ſuch is will not fail you, 
examine whecher you are ſuch kind of perſons as I have 
before deſeribed, whether you are humbled for, and 


aſſuring thee of all tis, and belecechingatts 1008 ; 


2 <4 aca two am 


paing to go over, Would haye no more adv 


pf theſe offers of fife » doſrhowemnt a due 
have convinced rhee of the igtembefiecofiTivineto 
and of thy need of mercy d Aud Would hee 1 
wakened thee to make out after the ſame; and to dt 
all chat was tequited to obtain ix? I (o, Mh chen 
thou not no be petſwaded to the ſame care? Since the 
Goſpel ſpoaks to chee as particularly a8 if it ame 
thee, and the mercy is ax greit, and thy need of it a 
much as if thou alone wat concerned in it; and th 
ſnalt never have che leſſe benefit, nay racher mote, by 
having others to (bare wich thee in it: but thy miſeryy” 
thou miſſe of a pardon, will be never the leſſe, for h 
ving many companions in the ſame ſad caſe with * 
ſelf. ä l l h ντ N 
Once again let me ask thee, thou ho not at ſo in- 
ſenſible of thy need of a pardon, that thou wilt not take 
pains to get it in the way thou art commanded,” woulds 
eſt thou be contented at any rates, abſolutely-and ex- 
preſly to patt with all hopes and expectations of it? If 
chou might'ſt be hired wich à thouſand or ten thouſand 
pounds, would'ſt thou for ſuch a ſumme of money pto- 
feſſe thou didſt renounce: all right and title to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and all hopes of mercy througb him ? Or 
would ſt chou give this under thy hand in writing to the 
Devil, or to any man that would help thee to agrear 
Eſtate ? hat would ſt thou think of thoſe 'who ſhould =_# 
doe thus ? would'ft thou not look upon chem as mot Ft 
wretched forlorn creatures? Why, be it known totł 
if through negligence and ſtupidity thou ſeek 
after an intereſt in Chriſt, that thou maift be*pard 
and ſaved by him, thy condition will at lengtbbefobnd®” - * 
as miſerable as theirs. If there ſhould be certiin c ιτ⏑ © > 
of ground in Ireland, promiſed to any ou that would -= 
go thither to poſſeſſe tbem, be that would not take the K 
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16d chit be that ſhould family 
theteti): Even ſo by 


Sins thou haſt I know thou wilt acknowledge, yea, ma- 
By and great fins, ſuch as would fink thee to the loweſt 
bell if they be laid co thy charge : Doſt thou not grant 
this > And chou canſt not but know, that there will at 
length come a day of reckoning for theſe thy ſins: and 
doſt thou think when thou muſt Rand before the Judge, 
and l give up thy account, that thou ſhalt not earnefily 
defire a pardon then ? will ic then ſeem as indifferent 8 


thing as now it does ? Then, I ſay, when without it 


thou muſt be ſenrenced to keep company with the De- 
vils,in the midR of ſcorching flames, for ever and ever. 
" And chou canſt not ſure be ſo — 85 not to know, 

that none (hall have a pardon ben but choſe who got ic 
wow that ha day for examining and declaring what 


dur eſtates ate, wherher good of bad, thut we may be 


dealt with accordingly, not 2 time for getting them 


made better, if they were naught before. Wherefore 
if chou beeſt not a very bruic, onely to mind whar's be- 
ſore the ; if thou haſt any foreſight, any belief of this 


| rt; that thou att going to, now rouze upthy 
, with all ſpeed and induſtry labour to get that 


and 
partion, which wichin a while, cothy on mot livel 
fenſe will be ſo needfull, and ſtand thee in fo mu 


ſtead, And when thou art wrought to ſuch 8 — t 


| thy miſery as makes thee deſire after mercy, and to 
ſuch a loathing of thy fins as fits thee for ir, then thun 


waiſt be aſſured, that God for Chrift ſake will be 
7 graciqus 


— 


exreleſneſſe and ſioch meiſt hu 
laſe all benefic by Chriſt, as certainly as thoſe poor 
Creatures that are drawn to make compacts with the 


a ww = mak. 


Devil, and ſell away their ſouls for a thing of nought. 

To conclude, if nothing I have hitherto ſaid will 
move thee, conſider, I entreat thee, whether this thy 
undervaluing of pardoning mercy will remain alwayt. 
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u r ment, and tube it 22 2 futhet fie 
| ravce from God, chat his promnls of mercy (hattbs 

made good to thee, X n 
11k ͤ ——ſ nnn 
4 | HAP. VII. | 
0 The ſecond benefit js Sanfliftcatidiis 7 5 
c 2. Fe ſerond beneſit purchaſt by the 8 
t of Chritt, uud held forth in che Sacramencs iſ N 
1 Sanctifying, Sauing Grace, for the enlitening and 


, Rrengrhning the ſouls of Beltevers, There is no truth 
7 | more plain in the whole Goſpel; than that one grede 
| end — — — — to obtain —— the Fother; 
£ that che holy Spirit ſhould accompany the procleiming 
| of the Goſpel to enlighren che minds and foften th 
hearts of thoſe who ſhould not wilfully reGft his work- 
ings, that they might entertain the truth in the leu 
thereof; and that on theſe, greater meaſures of grace} 
ſhould be poured forth, to make them in all things con- 
formable ro their Maker according to the capacity of 
their natures: which was the great deſign of the Re- 
deemer, even toreftore apoſtare creatures co the i 
of God wherein they were created, that ſo they mi 
be made meet for his ſervice here, and the fruition of 
him hereafrer. A moſt lamentable miſtake iris ro cons 
fine Chrifts death onely to the procuring of 2 pal * 
and keeping finners out of Hell, fince this was but 

| order to a work of grace on their hearts, and onely ſutt 

| — ſubmit * (ball at Jaſt have a ſhare in th 
abidlute pardon. For ſu 2 company of priſoners 
were taken in Warre, who being weak and wounded, 
cannot return into their oma Councrey, but * = "1 
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VE — 
Tencly be put to death bythe King that tockthen ; uod 
in the mean time comes theit own Prince, and payed. | 
great ſum to obtain, thit the execution of them may be 

put off for ſome time, ind thit his Phyſician may uſe me- 

dicines, and apply plaiſters to as many as are willing, 
ind char ill ſuch, when they ste mide whole, ſhall be. 
ſent to their own homes: and the reſt who will not be 

ruled by the Phyſician, bur ſpit out his potions becauſe + 

they are bitter, and chrow away his plaiſters, becauſe , 

they make them ſmarr, they are to remain in their pri- 
ſon, and be put to death as they were ſenrenced. Here 

we ſee the ranſome thut was paid, was firſt to ſtop the 
ſlaughter. of the priſoners; and to get liberty co uſe 
means for their recovery to health and ſoundneſſe, and 
ſecondly to obtain, that the recovered ſhould be ſer 
free to return to their own .Countrey ; and not onely 
the contempt of the ranſome, but of the Phyſician, 
would bring death. Thus had we by the Fall, boch 
brought our ſelves into danger of preſent deſtruction, 
and diſabled our ſouls, that we could not return to that 

Race whence we fell ; but the Son of God undertaking 

out Redemption, obtained for us, that the ſentence of 

condemnation ſhould not ſpeedily be executed, and 
that there ſhould be aſſured hopes of eſcaping deſtru - 

Rion, and returning to happineſſe, for all thoſe o 

make not their condition deſperare, by continuance in 

fin, and reje&ing of che cure which his Spirit would 
work upon them: now the work of his Spirit is to plant 

and encreaſe grace in their hearts, to heal the diſeaſes, * 
and remove the weakneſſe which ſin hath cauſed, that 

they may be enabled to walk in the ways of holineſſe to 

cheireverlaſting reſt ; and che ſending forth of his hea- 
ling Spirit was the fruit of his blood: Now as it will aſ- 
ſuredly damn men to deſpiſe the blood of Chriſt, as if 

ic was of no force to be 2 ranſome, nor to attain _ S 
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blood. Alike miſtake alſo Heider 155 
to ſimit the notion * to meeg 

cy he nas itinclu des ſanctifying gr lor 

inſtance now given, the Phyſick I hope Wa abfree 781 
to the priſonets, as the ranſome that was paid for 
notwithſtanding chis was without them, and the ocker 
be taken into them. And in like manner ĩs the gi 
the Spirit into ur, as putely frau the + 1 
God (though mericed by Chriſt) as the givi 
for us, & accepting of us for his ſake. ore 
10 hint, leaſt any when they heat or read — fa 
by Free grace, ſhould dream of a pave hy ns 
a meer pardon, without being ſariRified by the 
That the making men holy in their hearty and li 
was 2 principall end of Chriſty Death; which 
no happineſſe is robe attained; 43, 1 ſay, f truth ſo evi 
_ in L. very — of the Goſpel, that it muy ſeem 
needleſſe to produce particular proofs; yet amongſt the 
reſt read theſe few, Eph. 2. 10. We are his 
created in Chrift Teſs — vod works, & c. Eph. 3. 255 
26, 27.Chri — ch and gave 110 fur iß 
that he might ſanctiſie and cleanſe it, — and that it migbt 
be holy and without blemiſh, 1 Job. 3. 8. The Son of God 
nds manifeſted tat he might dettroy the works of the Devil. 
1 Pet. 3. 24. Who bare dur fins---that we being dead to film” « 
ſhewld live unto righreouſneſſe. Tit. 3. i 12 
cord ing to his merti he ſaved as, by the waſhi 


tion and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt ; Ar e ſhed on uh 
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abundantly thringh Jeſiu Chrift our Seaview Read alſo 4 
Mat. 1. 322. Lak. 1. 75. Rem. 6. 1 1. Galat. 1. 4. Tit. 2. 


12, 13, 14. Heb,9. 14. Now though I 3 
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Spirit, to 
74 « And, N Grace 
which is givenfotch by ibe Sacramene j 
even to refteſff ind nouriſh che ſouls of Believers, td 
np pry gs choſe graces that are Wrought in 
* and co bring them fotward to fatther degrees of 
| nn And chis much the very #ſements chem , 
res do teꝛchusifet as Bread is che ſupport and Ray of 
life, and Wine char which makes glad the heart of man, 
boch are necdfullfoc the matoraiving af life and 
encreafing pur ſtrength, ſo ate the Body and Blodd of 
= neceflary aud. uſeſull to our ſauls : for he 
elf hath 
NMoad is 


told us, that his fleſb i: meat indeed, and bii 

ad is drink indeed, and 'that be who cats bis fleſh and 
ane, bis Mod dnullerh in bim, and hath eternal life, winh 
mich more to the ſache ,purpoſe, Job; 5. | The proper 


ng whereof a8 Will appear by the Context, and 
ze-occalion of chat Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe; is, That they 
tho believe in him, havitzg che ſame expectations of 
Kicyall life from him, that they have of tempotall life 
rom their food, and accordingly receive, digeſt and 
improve bis docttine, hoping fog remiſſion of fins 
through his Blood, giying entertainment to his Spirit, 
and are filled and fed with thoſe grices which he gives 
out: that all ſuch ſhall live for ever. Aud then in aſe- © 
[condaryſcnſe, theſe words may be applied to the Sa- 
cramant; ſo farre as this faich in Chrift, whereby grace 
is expected and derived from him, is here particularly 
acted: for thus he who in the S1cramenc-ears the fleſn 
and drinks the blood of Chriſt hath eternall life; that 
is, he ho comes with that fitneſſe of ſoul as to be made 


. Parrake: of che bleſſings and mercies hereby R 
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& | 14 earneſtly deſires, W te ſulla he! 
receive ſuitible ſupptics ef grace. To the ſame-pur 
poſe ſeems rhe Apoftle to ſpeak, 7 Cor, 10. 16, 5 
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cup of bleſſing which we bleſſe, is it n tb 
l ? and ibe e wot ohd 
communion of the body of ¶ vit # For v bei ' 


# bers are one body. As if he ſhould have ſaid, T' 
a | bavea communion with Chriſt himſelf, we 
f | relation eo, and incereſt in him; and the 

* come by him ate communicaced to us who- er 
f {| lieveinhim ; his Spirit is diffaſed and ſhed 
„ | on us, and thereby we, who makeup one 
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dy, whereof he is the Head, being united 
into him, as members doe live by him, being 
upheld by that life and vigour whi l 
tinues to us. TAS Rec: bk 
Since then here is ſpiricuall food, ' ſanRifying grace 
held forth and communicated to ſouls riphely diſpoſed; 


this farther informs us hat kind of pet 


Commu 
nicants ought to be. The diſpoſitions of ſoul parcicas 
latly ſuited to this benefitare, 1. (As frag diber ofer 
grace to be given in, and 2, A reſolution to improve this 
grace received. Hither Chriſtians are to come, carnefily 

| longing to have communion wich Chriſt himfelf, who is 
\ } nor ontly the Maſter of the Feaſt, but the very food 
1] whereupon the Bellever lives; and this communion we 
have by his liberall communications of the graces of his 
Spirit to neceffitous ſouls. This defire of grace is ther 
which is hgnified by choſe expreſſions of hungęrinę and 
thiriting, which we ſo often meet with in Scriptures 
anſwerable cowhich the ſpiricuall things deſired are re- 
preſented by things to be eaten and drank, as by Bread, 
Mear, Milk, Water and Wine. And they ate bers 
ſhadowed forth under the elements of Bread and 


Wine, and muf be bungeed afcer een, 


* 


+ Ordim which 0 24 ty, ht ne 4 „ 71 
come, 255 375 Mot Already {ns ſuch beginnings , FE 
gare, t Way cauſe them to long for more; who have not 
{uch a ſpitituall life wrought, in them, as may pur thenj.”” 
upon cate to have this life ſupported and incteiſt. None 
can feel hunger but they that lire; none can deſire af 
ter greater meaſures of grace, who, have not in ſo 
dort known and taſted the im entneſſe and excelleng 
thereof, Bur no bumble, ſouls need there{ge he 90 
aged, as if they were not worthy. to featt, at this 
15 e, wbete nne are welcome but fuch ay. axe trug 
ace, v4 them, ſince they may be-confidenc of. 
ir acceptange, if thay can really find. in.cheanſelves 
an appetite to the proviſions made ſot them, an hearty -* 
d ſincete deſie that their ſpituꝝ ell wasts may bs 
upplied, thei? weakneffe firengtbneds and. all their di: 
ts healed; : and hat tue Chtiſtian, whoſe grace 
5 never {6 low; but finds in himſelf a love co, ind 4 
Ionging after more? But chisundeed condemns. thoſe | 
who feel no need of any nouriſhment for their, ſouls, - 
and chetefore either wholly: neglect Sacraments,-and 
other means whereby it.is tobe had, or elſe come with: 
out any Stomach at al, and content themſelves wich , 
the hell and outſide of the duty, which will-never. feed + 
them. Theſe full fouls char loathe the honey comb 
are like to be ſent empty away, whilſt.che hungry onely | 
Mall be filled with good things. Now to ſuch ſickly; 
liſtleſs ſouls, that even mauſeate the moſt wholfome © 
food, I would ſay ſomething; briefly in order to cheir 4 
Cure, to bring them ſo farce 1 into frame that they may 
come with quickened appetites, and enlarged. TIE 5 
to the Lords Table, as perceiving thexe are ſuch good 
things hete to be had, which they doe. wol of all Rand 
in peed of. F, 


. I. In order hereto, labour ta get ſonbile, wha: "needy | 
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ſeck out for a ſupply. Conſier, I mean, chi e aw: 
geſtitute you are by nature, and to this very day, of that 
which is the true riches,- the beauty and dignity of the 
foul, in that you are ſo unlike to God, ſo full of cbrru- 
prion and wickedneſle, ſo empty of that Spitituall wiſ- 
dome, that holinefle, humility, heavenly-mindedneſſe, 
and the like excellencies, which alone can render yo 
amiable in che ſight of your Maker. You cannot ima- 
gine, if you have well ſtudied your own hearts, th 
you brought into the world wich you, all that grace 
which is of abſotate neceſſity, to perfect and acc 
pliſh your natures z and it is too (ad a ſign you are fill 
withour it, whilft you have no more mind to thoſe 
means which God hath ordained for the conveyance 
and incteaſe of it. How happy a thing now was it, "is 
you were but chroughly convinced of your own wants ! 
when you doe but perceive you needfoqd, or reyment, 
or phyſick, how induſtrious and impatient are. you till 
you hive one Way or other, got hat you would have? 
And thus ardencly defirous would you be after the gra- 
ces of Gods Spirit, if you did rightly apprehend, that 
theſe ate the food, and. cloathing, and ex- of the 
ſoul. But alas, how doe people generally labour un- 
der the. ſottiſnneſſe, and ſelf-conceirednefſe , which 
was charged upon the Laodicean Church, that thought 
ber ſelf rich, increaſt with goods,;nteding nothing, and knew - 
not that ſhe was wretched and miſerable, poor. and blind and 
naked, Revel. 3. 17. Tis one of the greateſt difficulties 
in the world to bring men to judge of their poverty ot 
tiches by che remper and frame of their ſouls 3 to con- 
vinee them that they are poor and needy whilſtchey are; 
oraceleſſe, though they ſhould overflow in wealch and 
abundance of all externall chings, 
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2, Wherefore in che next Place, lec me adviſe you, 
to 
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td bon | « ſecret m Þ bi h raines: | 
giving that aus mard coreforts may ſrroe neil enough to make” 
and: fer all your neceſſities ; that the husłs ot world 
enjoyments may ſerve; inſtead of. the bread that is 
the Faihets houſę. Oh take heed of inordinate thirſting 
aftet theſe puddles, or of wallowing in them. Doe nog” 
ſo eagerly purſue ſuch unſatisfatory crifles as carnall” 
profits and pleaſures, which divert you from the pups” 
ſuit of choſe things that moſt concern you; but examine 
well what there is in them to doe good to an immort all 
foul, which you cannot but account your beſt part. Be- 
wate then of being ſo devoted tothe pleaſing of your 
fleſh, that you ſhould be thereby ſtupeſied to a regards 
leſneſſe of your foul. The luſcious fare which the world 
effords, cloys the mind of man, and ſpoils his appetite 
and puts him out of reliſh with his own moſt proper 
food. This is the undoing of the moſt, they are ſo full 
of rhe creature, if not in their hands, yet ĩn their heart 
that they have no mind nor room, to entertain any 
thing of God there. Every man breathing finds t ĩmſeſt 
a needy creature, that cannot live upon himſelf, but 
muſt have ſomething from without brought in to give. 
him ſatisfa ion: but then the miſery is, they think their 
wants are all of that nature, that things here below maß 
ſupply them. The poor thinł, there is nothing they need 
ſo much as better food and raiment, more plenty and 
eaſe and eſteem in the world; and they who aboundin” 
theſe things, becauſe they ſee others excell them, thin 
they want ſuch and ſuch greater Eſtates and Dignities es 
wake them bappy. Though they find after all their at- 
tainments, that till! they are reſtleſſe, diſcontented, 
and wanting ſomething elſe, they ſcarce know whay 
which might convince them, that jt is onely from: 
they can receive ſatisfaction. by having their narures 
perfected with thoſe graces which may fit them for that 
commuuion 
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moſt dotes upon, you are as verily wet ru. 


ved, as he char thinks to eaſe 2 violent 

ny with putting on a fich Suit of Clothes; ; Of to fo by 
Af | wanc of ehlivening blood and ſpirits by 3 — 
at face. Your veceſſities and diſeaſes ate IS and. 


ward; your very ſouls are out of order, and Ih 
the world will doe you any good but what gets withig 
you, and changes your apprehenſions, defires and. affe- 
ctions, and makes you quite other perſons than now 
you are» Wherefore I would beg you Popes . 
deep into your. minds, That ſince qou are bee me pow 49d 

naked through the loſe, of Gads image, wbich was t riches 
aud beagty of the reaſonable creature, it's never like to be 
el mich non, till you be 4 in reſtared to his image which 
% 5s by bein lronght to. the Tree lle, $0408 
4 Rt 1 [ubmiſſion, And g xl pl ch 15 whe Il, 3 2 5 
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Supplied, The Law was given by Moſes, but by him come} 
* "prace and truth, 1 Joh. 1. 17. He is he Mediarour) 
-rhrough whom, and for whoſe ſake we receive from) 
God whatever our ſouls ſtand in need of. He. by hi 
death hatb purchaſt all things neceſſary for our ſalvagis 
on; be isaſcenged on high, and hath received gifts fof | 
his people. As King and Head of his Church, be com 
municates to his members thoſe graces, that by lis death; 
and interceſfion he hath obtained fof them, and the 
are repleniſhc w.ch the fulneſſe of him who fillech all 1g 
all. And then you are to take notice, that Chriſt hath ＋ 
pointed duties to be performed by us, and ſer up Or I 
hances, which we are diligently to attend upon, and by 
his Spirit accompanying chem, he conveys grace torks 
hearts of choſe that are conſcionable in the uſe of theſe 
means. Such are bearkning to, and meditating upeg 
the word, Job. 17. 17. Santtifie them by thy truth, thy 
word is truth, 1 Pet. 2. 2. As new born babes defire the 
fincere milk of the word that you may $ ow thereby, And 
prayer to the Father in his name, Job. 14.13. Lyke 11. 
13. Hon much mire will your heavenly Father give the 
Spirit to theſe that ack him. Jam. 1, 5. If any man lack, 
viſdime let him ach of God, who gives to all men liberally: 
and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him. Such alſo is 
the Sacrament of Baptiſme, being duly improved, Gal. 
J. 27. For as many of vun, os have been Baptized into 
* Chriſt have put on Chriſt, Rom. 6. 3, 4. 1 Pet. 3. 21. 
And laflly this receiving of the Lords Supper, which 
is our feeding upon Chrift who is che Paſchal Lamb ſa-* 
Ertficed for us, and herein to believers in a ſpitituall 
ſenſe, is afforded a communion of the body and blood 
of Chrift, as we may find in the Apoſtles words before. 

mentioned. And when you have but arrived to a ſencꝶ 
of your- own indiyence and Chriſts fulneſſe ſuicable - 
ihereto, there Will neceſſarily ariſe in you, deſites after 
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miſtake firſt lie in idleneffe, 1 84 
He that dreams of ſuch z perfeRtion, as 
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„e, do ria one — 5 5 $25.0 ering 1 . 
nne life br ü e, oe 
— Ic: E laſt of thoſe benefics*which'T. ob 
1 * rxined for us by thesde ach of Christ, an rabe 
remembred ar the Sacrament; is πνπ¼,˖ b. 
lt is by his reſurredtim from the dra and cn 
by his death, that Baelieverr have à HN bope s 
J ritance incorrupt ible, undefiled, that fadeth nat away, reſer< 
ved in the beavens for them 1 Pet. 3.4. It was big Mang 
that redeemed them to be Kings and Priifii\to God, Rey. . 
g, 10, He gave his fleſh for the life of ibe world, Job. 6.5 l. 
By Jefus:Chrift God calls us to etertil glory, 1 Pei. 
5. 10. He opened the entrance into PAradiſe Which 
fo hati ſhut up. Ic vas his will not del y chat they who 
believe in him ſhould be kept from the pl ice | 
tun was, but that they ſhould alſo be W Him x 
1s, 7061-7; a, This he pray d 1 ö 
ind ir: gone before to ptepate 4 place fortheny and: 
leept᷑ them here ro prepare them for that place, and 
being · ready they (hall enter into the Kingdom. Be? 
receives their Spiritx when they die, and will raiſe up 
their hodies at the tft day. Nom their ſiſt is hid vitb 
Chriſt-3u God, and wherhe appears, then ſball they aH 
pear with-bim in glory, Colt, 3. 3, 4. Be we ſure the, 
this Druth of Chriſt cannot be remembred is it qught, 2 
if the gtoty purchaſt thereby be forgotten. Nom ca WC 
teme tber dying Chriſt, but withall we muſt call to 
mind) that be vanquiſhe this death, is riſen agaf au 
afcended into glory, whicher in due time be will exalt 
his people. Moreover that Covenant which 1s fealed to 
dy this Sacrament, promiſeth an everluſting Kingdeme 
to Believers : and can any man forget ſuch a benefit, 
DF 2 
ö 4 A 8 
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* r ; 
l ere is the meat which endures to everlaſting life; a 
who can forget his Journeys end whilſt he is taking 
{ood to. ſtrengthen bim for his travell ? To conclude 
bere's a communion of Saints, which does in ſome 
meaſure ſhadow out and ſignifie that perfect community” 
on Which they ſhall have one with ano: ber, when allt 
Eica ſhall be gathered from the four corners of the” 
earth, and with Al rabam, Iſaac; and Jacob ſhall fig 
down, and for ever remain in the Kingdome of God, 
Now hence it appears, that the worthy Receiver muſt 
be ane x ho hath taken the heaven y glory fur his partion ; wha: 
Hach got a treaſure above, and there placed his he att 
and his hopas: for none but ſach s one can wich any liſe 
and raiſednefle remember this glory which is to be re- 
vealed, He chat is wont to ſolace himſe lf, wich the con- 
templation thereof, will rejoyce in every thing that hath: 
a relation to it, much more jo-che remembrance of that 
price that was paid for it. But how can the earthworm; 
whoſe ſoul lies groveling upon the duſt, bring himſelf to 
any affection ate thoughts of hidden treaſures, which 
cannot be got into his bags nor coffers, which he cannot 
ſo much as get 2 ſight of. Nor can che ſwiniſh volu- 
ptuous ſinners, that feed upon none but the muddy de- 
lights of ſenſe,” take any comfort in the forethoughts of 


pure and ſpitituall pleaſures, ſuch: as are prepared for 


exalred puriſied ſouls. Any, whoever -they: be, that 
place their chief conrencmenc, on earth, are not like; 
with any pleaſure, to think of thar time, when they muſt 


leave this eatth, and enter upon another ſtate, where 


are no ſuch fenſuall enjoyments as here they bleſt 
themſelves in. -Ignoranc, natrom ſouls have no heart to 
think of what ſhall be thouſands and millions of years 


to come, Theſe poor ſordid ſpitits ate ſo glewed tothe 
" <A PE ay n 5 


lite 
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and forecaſt of glory; | 
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| Aue Id, that or as 
ter Crowns and Sceptets, hi — ht 
bs faichfull followers, ———— 
E to ſecure — up — r hes 
t have taken ĩt for grant at | 
thicher at laſſ, or counted it an indifferent *thidg | 
cher they doe ot not, will befarrefrom thoſe 2572 
prehenſions of the greatneſſe of that {ove Which 
chaſt it, and of the excelleney of the bliſſe it ſelf, 
ite neceſlary ſot him h can ci ly . — 
Now co briogthoſe vo are yet * 
an apptehenfi on of the gtory:to come by 
they may chuſe ĩt as theit portion, and ſo be joy 
ken up in the expeRacion? chereof: dying + 
would deſire rhee, whoever thou arr; 
much common reaſon 2s to diftin oviſh between 
and evil, to confider velbatneders thou haſt not x — 
28 well as a bod), and whether this for! muſt not remain: 
in being and-zlive, when thy body is rottinz in _ 
earch, and whether then it doth not ag much, ye 
nicely much more, concern thee'ro ſeek"our loan 
what, that may at that time make thy ſoul happy, than 
for what may now pleaſe thy ſenſes.” Yer; e thou 
muſt live — for ever, _ whether it is not 
more worthy thy care, to provide for m everlaſting” 
well-being, chan for che comforts of « früil ſhore life,” 
If thou att thus farre convinced, then make animparti-' 
a)l ſearch, whecher there he my thing berebefow; chat 'r 
be co make ches petfectiy happy. Thy touſe#and' | 
Ilaads, hy pleaſures and — will e 7 
give in all that felicity which thou deſireſt or need- 
ell? Are they of the ſame niture with thy fou ? or 
will they laſt as long as it will laſt 7 muſt bot all thy 
merry days at length come to an end? Aud wilt thun 
be ever the better for all thou haſt enjoy d When once- 
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1 over? will the re zembr ce giv e a ets A in 
Sion? In that night wherein thy nuf mil be required [pt 
of thee, has advantage Wilt thou have from: the goods co 
thou had laid up for many years? yea ot from choſy | | 
goods hadſt lid d upon the years: before ? When 
Search and all ics works {ball be burnt up: where will 
all chy poyſleſſions and treaſutes be 2: If. thou haſt no⸗ 
ching to live on, but what will be turned into flameti 
what wit chou then ſi upon > At that day when there} - 
ſhall be no martying ox gi ving in marriage; no wives ot | 
children, no relations or friends, whoſe ſociety will 
afordany ſuch comfort as here it did; hen the inte- 
reſt of Princes and great ones, whoſe favour was here || © 
950 and thy pride, ſnall all be vaniſht, what will I 
by confidence in men avail theeꝰ Examine theſe o fi 
any other gut ward prop hereon thou leaneſt, and ſee { 
whether it he not a broken reed: And if ſo, except thou 8 
reſolw diagainſt chy om happineſſe, methials chow: | P 
hould't n onely male choice of chat which witl-rie || © 
ver, give thes cauſe to tepent what thou didſt, 25 11 l 
things will» but the eternali glory hieb God hath pro- 
raiſed tochoſe that love him. But be that can vnce up 
— > 6 et ſays: Fhis beaven is mine; I ſhall ſee thel 
face of Cg with joy, and live in bis love for ener, may now! 
lexda fereae Aand-chearful}ife in the midſt of all oc- 
clirrences; apd need: not be daunted at Death it ſelf; 
but tather-rejoyced, 23 16 takes him to the poſſeſſion of 
bis creatures watts him to his on home. Wherefore; 
15 chou loyg thy life, be-perſwadedco aim ar this higheſt 
glory; let nothing ſhore of ic content thee, think nol 
condition hard to get it; reſt not till hou haſt made ĩt 
as (ure as thou canſt that its thine; and then having 
thus fixt thy end, thou maiſd travell an with atacrity” 
Aae, and take abundance of comfort in the fore 
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thank god 2plaider who never felt bi mann I 
eq Ce e have any giazefbll:fenſoyafit Tone chap? | 


+ dM ont f he fire, who | 
perceived. 


erceived bimſelf in 40) ſuch danger 7 Can be be 
thankfull:for' eaſe and reſt, who never felt his ſtrom | * 
Iufts, nor che curſe of the Ea end wrath of God, as 
load or burden upon im? Nor can he be thankful 
for the grace that is given by Chriſt, who bad farre ras 
ther keep his fins, thin be renewed and ſanRified. Lise 
cle chanks will be return for the light who is but diſtur 
bed and troubled with it, and ſo fat ſhamed by it, that 
he cannot purſue his wicked deſigns with that freedom 
and eagemeſſe as be could before” whilft he wis morg 
in the dark, here he had ill rather remtin. How ca 
be chank God for grace who rejects 2nd-deſpiſerh it 
For being taken out ef the ſnares of the Devil, who 
wilfully faſtens himſelf ite them? Will he praiſe God 
for liberty und adilicy h ſerve him, ho Laith of 
ſervice, ab 4 marin ir is ir and rhitiks It would be 
better for him if he might Ie as he liſt n dd nevet be 
put upon ſo: much troubie d godliineſſe brings = 
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with it ? Not can be b&thankfult for the glory to be? 
had by Chriſt, who hath not A ſeund 1 the 
cęrtainty and excellency of it; and ho hath not firmly? 
reſalved to take ir for his portion. He thix knows no- 
thing better chan bodily enjoyments and would think 
himſelf undone was he ſttipt of rheſe, is like to be very 
cold in giving thanks for ſplritual l hleſſings. In 4 . th 
RS is ſenlible of no great benefit he{halt-bave by! 
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Chriſt either here ot hereifter, cantet he expected tc 
bave any great meaſure of thaukfulteſſe for this ine 
which he ſo little undetſtands. Au this is the caſe H 
all unhumbled, unſanRiified ones, to whom the C 1 
is bid, their minds being darkned by the God of th 
world. And if theſe poot ſenſleſſe eteheiites' mould“ 
with a fem feigned words pretend to give God th 

for Jeſus Chtiſt, yet would ie abe but ch. facrifice of® 
fools, a meer lip ſervice ind chorefere n Way 0 1 | 
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great works for them, ' and.Ointhetm, and laid up ſuch 
great proviſions for the time to come · They that were 
Joſt but are found, they that were dead bur ire alive, 
in theſe will their heavenly Father take pleaſare, und 
theſe will rejoyce in his love, and return praiſe to him 
who ſent his Son, to ſeek ave thac was loſt, 
To bring men into ſuch i Race and frame, that they 
may be te ed and enabled, from an inward ſenſe of 
his gocdneſſe, to render ſuch thanks to the Father of 
mercies, as may be well-pleaſing to him; I ſheuld de 
ly onely need to repeat what was before laid down to 
bring them to accept of Chriſt, which when ou they 
are brought to; and arrived to any hopes of their acces 
prance with. God through him, chen both in hearr and 
voice, wich their lips and lives will they dote and praiſe 
him, who called — of darkneſſe into bit mar vellun: 
light, Wherefore ſtudy well your many and great ne- 
ceſſities which Chriſt alone ean ſupply; Confider to 
What miſeries by fin you Rand expoſed, from which he 
alone can keep you, Remember whac he did and ſuffe- 
red, how low he condeſcended for che ſake of man; aud 
remember your own utter unworthineſle, that ever the 
leaſt love or regard ſhould have been manifeſted ro 
you ; and yet conſider what great things are done for 
E into how good u ſtate matters are brought, what as 
andant bleſlings ate freely beſtowed on the humble 
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Chriſt gives to bis ſervahts Nink föto thy 68k; Abd thek 
chou wilt finti it even — ˖8 ale gwifze > 80 
guchor andi purchaſer of ſuch gifts; nor ift thou be us 
ble to reftaia from expreſſions! of thy gratitude” ant 
love and therefore thaiſt wWotttil y cot tg the 810 
ment chers, co cxefciſe” ade om thoſe l l 11 
ctiont. g 
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10 vr. 1 mul produte an holy love to Sainte, 


* thebrightly remetben the Dea of Chriſt, 10 
and we conſiders the infinite love herein ſhews 

to mankind / canfiot but b thereby wrought to an hearty 
* to all bis fellow Chyſſttanr,” And that's the laſt quali- 
fication I ſhall mention, neceſſary for all Cõmmunſt 
cants, and which flows ftom their remembrance d 
Cbriſt, to wie, that they be in charity with all men, and 
bare an efÞteballiendeared True To al Prove Citi in, bot 
thoſe that communicate with them and ortets. To this 
gre at duyof brothetly love v have the moſt oY 
engavemt netint ever cold be ĩmagined, by the exam 
ple of our bleſſed Lord laying down hislife for us; aud 
bis behaviour at death, even ptxying for his perſec 
tors, dortyſuficiencly cell ds how we ought to behave 
our ſelves towards cut bitrereft adverſaries, We ſe 
then hat a ſpitit we [hall heve wrooghrin us by a ig 
n of our dying Saviour, not onely cow 


1 


dur 


RY 


our friends 


that ought to be amengt allcrue © iiſtians;' n find 
this is che new Command, hat he bath ãnculent | 
us, and obliged us to by the great 


ralell'd love, that we alſo ſhould love due dgerher, 
Fob, 15. 12 13. 1 Fah. 3. 16. And this he hach made 
the very badge of his true diſciples,” wherebz they 
ſhoutd 4 known from che reſt of the world, "Þ 3. 
34,35. And one particular end of our meeting tog 
ther at the Lords Table, is to reftifie and ſtrengthen our 
mutuall love. This we ſhew by our eating and drinking 
together, which is the cuſtome of friends: and this 1s 
one reaſon why this Sacrament ig called the Communion, 
is chat Chriſtians have here the moſt endearing fellow 
I ſhip wich each other. For berebi ĩs not onely repreſent - 
ed their union with Chrift their Head, and their ſpiritu- 
{} allcommunionwith — but that nearneſſe of telatie 
I they bave amongſt themſelves, being u 
2 one Body, whereof,Chrift is or Forms. Cor. 
10. 17. Fir ne being many are one bread and ons boys fur 
we are all partakers of 0 2 __ — iar 
ſo related to and joyned with the other, 780 
the making up of one body, as the ſeverall dba. 4 
paced together make one: bread ; and by their joyne - 7 
participation of this one bread, they declare es 
to be bur one body, the Children of one Father, living 
in one Family, and feeding at the ſame Table, upon the 
very ſame food, even upon Chriſt himſelf, hi ig 
bread that came down from hamm; and upon bein 
united to Chriſt as Head is founded this their ſo neat 
and intimate relation to each other, to be FAlom- 
members of the ſame body; as they that have the ſame 
Soycraign ate fellow SubjeRs, they that have the ſame 
Parents are brerbren/: And by their ſeeding on this Sa- 0 
crameacall food, and Chriſt himſelf ther ein from oy A 
tbe | 


* 


2 


ere body being ſeiy joyned coperber maker jncreaſt, n 

the edifying of is [elf in love, Epb. 4. 15, 15, having bers 
8 cammunion wich him which fills and acts chem with 
the ſame Spirit; hereby, I ſay, they receive 2 farthet” 
bond and diſpeſition to the greatett unity of hearts an 
affeRions, So that we are eſpecially engaged before” 
our attendance.upon this Ordinance, 10 90 our 04) Ain 
be reconciled to our brother; The leaven of malice, among 
all other wickedneſſe. is to be purged our when we keep t 
Feaſt, 1 Cor; 5. 7, 8. And indeed we ſhalt find chi 
the generall ſenſe of people, that they oughr to be if 
charity wich their neighbours before they come to the 
Sacrament, whilft they diſcover too little ſenſe of the 
neceſſny of other graces that are equally needfull ; vc 
whilſt they remain deſtitute of this very charity it ſelf 
which they acknowledge to be ſo neceſſaty: for alas 
they are not ſoexfily brought to the practice of theit 
duty as coacknowledve and commiend ir, For the plain 
truth ĩs, none can riſe up, to this excellent tempet oi 
ſpicic, herein one half of our Religion conſiſts, but he 
who is engrafted into Chrift, and transformed into his 
Jikenefle by che ſpiric of love; which may direct choſe: 
who ate yet void hereof what Courſe to take for the at- 
cainmenc; of the ſame; namely co get united to Chtiſt 
by a living faith and fervent love, whereby they ſhall 

find kin led in their breaſts a new affeRion to all that 
dee wich them love the Lord Jeſus, For certainly it ii 
not enough for us, that e have no malice in our hearti 
Againſt any, nor wiſh them any hurt; this is a pot 
deſcription of Chrittian charity, and may bOtound ĩ * 
7 urk or Jes: but there ought to be in us, beſide a general” 
love to all mankind, which makes us deſirous of cheip 
good, a peculiar tender love to all Chtiſts faithfull ſers 
yants, which cauſeth us to take delight in them, as ſuefi 


in hom we behold, che image of God ſhining * 7 


* 


= 
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fires for their good both of ſoul and hody, and mae us 
willing ro contribute our affiſtance chereto, accordihe t 
dur ability and their neceſhcies, inward or buriratd, ang 
ic inclines us to re joyce in their good in ſome meaſure 
as if it was our own; ind hereby our hearts are ſo Hit 
to them, thit we hold gteateſt familiaricy with them, 
and cake pleaſure in their ſociety and conference, a 
more eſpecially in joy ning wich them in the worſhi 
and ſervice of God. This is a molt ſweet affe ion, and 
the exerciſe of it is excee ding pleaſant to a gracious 
ſoul : which, was it more common in the world, would 
reform it from a wildernefle into a kind of Piradife, 
and the perfection of ĩt, will be one great part of our fu⸗ 
ture happineſſe. But this true Chriſtian loye can 
dwell in none but ſuch in whom God dwells, who ig 
love. Onely they who ate recovered out of the ſelfilh. 
carnall Rate, and are brought home ro God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, are the men char are capable of this fincere love 
to their brethtep, for which many clear reaſons might 


be given, wasit needfull and pertinent. But this id 
* 


ſuffice for all, that this affection is grounded upon and 
follows our ſpirituall relation, and therefore a min muſt 
fitſt be in Chriſt himſelf, before he can love another 


purely as his brother in Chriſt, as a ſelloꝶ - member af 3 


the ſame body. He that hach not ſubmĩtted himſelf to hĩs 
Prince, cannot love another upon account of his bei 
a fellow ſubje ct with him to the ſame Soveraign? 
hence it is we find this given in as a chara et ot our 
Regeneration, 1 Joh. 3.14. Hereby we kum we are paſt 
from de ib to life becauſe we love the brethren. Moſt cer- 
rain it 1s, that they who find not in themſelves a love ro 
any people in the world upon account of their being 
made like ro God in Holineſſe, are deſtitute of true love 
co God himſelf, Wherefofe I would adviſe you to try 
M you , 


$4 n r 
1. . * 
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their holy converſations, and 


4 8 by 10er Tinto aur om a 
2 E ad. amongſt thoſe = hold your c ref 
: ftiends, and examine e what it is thar draws out your lay 
towards chem. Are they therefore dear to you:becauf 
they appear to you to be lovers of God, and ſuch 4 
have à great zeal fot his glory, becauſe chey are of x 
ous exemplary lives, and therefore (ſo farre as you ca 
diſcetn) of gracions ſpitits? Doe you love them 
thoſe that are bought wich che ſame blood, and ſancti . 
fied by che ſame Spitit with your ſelves? As ſuch, wh 
4 ate helpfull to your ſouls, or receive help from you, 2 | 
, walk in the ſame holy way and with whom you hope ti 
live for everin the ſame glory? Or is not all your affe, 
Ron founded upon carnall reaſons, and b:(towed 
I upon your kindred, or ſuch that have done you coury 
t ſies in worldly matters; but as for the reſt, you ſes 
no.reaſon, why you ſhould love one more than anothe 
Na farther, doe you not find your he arts ſecretly ii | 
againftſuch holy perſons, as I before mentioned, ſo thay! 
you-had rather be in any company than theirs, and 
could even with the world rid of them, becauſe thei 
blameleſſe lives doe condemn and. ſhame yours, a 
ſometimes their loving admonitions check and diſtuth 
you, 28 Lot was 2trcuble to the Scdemires ? Are you nog 
ſo farre from a reverent eſteem of godlineſſe, chat you 
can rather ſcoff at ic, though pe haps under oiher names 
and are. prone to think it nothing elſe but fancy and 
folly to be ſo ſhy of fin, and 10 extream catefull * 
pleaſe God? If it be chus, for certain you are no bettet 
than haters of God bim elk, as be is holy and julk 
though it may be you think not ſo much by your, ſelves 
Hz that loves the Patt 87 will love the child alſo, fa 
fatre as. he's like him; he that loves the perſon will lo 
his picture. H e that fuck not his Lrother whons he hath; 
ſeen, hop can be love, G1d whom be hath net ſeen ; 4 Joh! 
78 4. 20. 
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and you will find your ſelveg carried.out 2 
ſteem of any ſuados, and 
people. Let Chtiſt be once rhenelpefel; of 6 
{and r0,your ſouls altagether loyely ang deſi 
chen you will count thoſe in hoq; he hath; paw 3 9uE 
bimſelf, and ſhed abroad: his own Spicit, cobe the onely 
excellent ones upan garth, in whom you will cake greg 
delight. Vou will then ſo fall in love wich his imege 
wherever you diſcern it, that in compariſon, there 
you will even diſdain all choſe warldly excellencizsy 
which doe ſo dazle the eyes of ſhort: lighted, mean: ſpi- 
riced ones. That humihcy, -purityg r of the di- 
vine Majeſſy, gent leneſſe, goodneſſe, and all other 
fruics of the Spirit, which diſplay thæcſel ves in the be- 
haviour of the truly ſanRified, will wake them 
more honourable in your eyes, and render tham 
more dear to you than thoſeꝭ ho have nothing to com- 
mend them to your eſteem, but that they have greats E- 
ſtates, wear brave clothes, and have high titles conferced * 
upon them: Though you mult not be wanting in thoſe te- a 
ſpects chat are due to outward greatneſſe, yet if you by © © 
Chriſtians of a right ſtamp, you will be ſuch ay D © 
mentions when he deſcribes a Citizen of Z ien, Pl i} 
15. 4. One in nhoſe ets 4 vile perſon is contemned, but be * 3 
honoareth them that fear the Lord. Vea farcher, you will *: 
fee more reaſon for your love to thoſe that are holy, than 
to your brethren or neateſt kindred in che fleſu ox char 
to thoſe that are onelj of the ſame opinions and pri 
ciples that you your ſelves are of, which doe lamen 
bly confins and regulace the affeRions of the n 
But the right Chriſtian temper is farre more Segen 
and large: for being derived from the bowelgof Clift, 
It been the ſame diſpoſition in che ſouls wherein ig 
M 2 dwells 
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" , dwells; according to their capacity; that is in Ch 
bimfelf, And therefore they hate none, they ety 
ndne 2 as for the wicked miſerable ones, they pity, id 
even mourn over them, as we find Chriſt did, and wit 
PR and mee kneſſe are ready to give them all th 

lp they can, to bring them our of their uncomfottabl 
dangerous eſtates; but all whom they have reaſon t 
believe Chriſt loves, that walk as he hath enjoynedal 
his fnendsco doe, theſe they dearly love; And ſuch 
errours or infirmicies, which will not cauſe Chriſt 
wittidraw his favour from them, will not take off t 
affections: for they dare nor pretend to greater ſtrict 
neſſe than their Lord, leaſt what they might call pu 
zeal for him, ſhould be found pure ſelfiſhnefſe. An 
therefore they dare not make their own private appre 
henſions, which they find not in the Creed nor in the 
Goſpel, the ſtandard and meaſure of ſuch as muſt paſſe be 
for godly, and be thought worthy their regard an 
eſteem, which is che conſtant note of one addicted ti 
a party : bur, I ſay, they would have their friendſhip 
as large astheir Lord and Maſters, fince tis for his ſake 
that they have any friends at all. Such is the affectioſ 
which Gods Spirit works in his people, and with which 
they are poſſeſt ſo farre as they are fram'd and moulded 
by bis Spirit. 1 
But moreover the charity requifite in Communicanti 
coaſiſts not onely in a cordiall loye to the godly, whom 
they are roreckon upon as deareſt friends, bur alſo it 
forgiveneſle of injuries to all that are their enemies, ant 
have done or endeavoured to doe them wrong: hic 
remper is of flat neceſſity to all that would come wo 
thily to this Ordinance, Hither men come expecting 
a pardon; and can he look for 2 pardon of his many ane 
hainous ſins from the great God of heaven and eitth / 
Who will not forgive ſome ſmall offence that he 
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for the greateſt injury chat can de done us by another id 
exceeding ſmall, and not worthy our notice ſo frre 
28 we our (elves onely are concerned therein. b 
men will never believe this, but it's 2 cercain truth, 
and ſo plain, that many ſobet heathens doe wich grett 
earneſtneſſe inculcare it Alas, what can they doe but a 
little binder. out thriving in che world, or deny us that 
reſpe& we would have by their careleſle carriage, or 
J ſpeak meanly or falſly of us to leſſen our credit ? Such 
like trifles as cheſe are the worſt chat we ſhall ordine« 
J rily meet with, from our bictereR / enemies: Aud are 
cheſe ſuch unſufferable injuries, that by all mean 
¶ muſt ſeek to be revenged ? Surely ſuch a wicked ſpitie 
cannot enter into the breaſt of a Chriſtian, that remems' 
bers What he hach done againft God, and yet Wust 
3 from him, and what he hack eee 
ved. 1 Tx e 
And indeed thete is nothing mote likely to brivg u 
to rhe performance of this duty to our bfother; than the 
Y ſerious confideration of the infinite mercy Sod hath? 
Y ſhown to us in ſending his Son, and freely rendering”. 
| 1 through him, This we ſiad preſt upon ud, 
Epb. 4. 32. And be ye kind ene to another; tender- head, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chriſt s ſalę bath for" 
given you. Col. 3.13. Forbearing one another, and firgi« 
ving one another, if any man have 4 quarrell again any, 


even 4; Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo doe ye, And to engage 


4 


have received from his fellc 


Ius che more, our forgiving of others is made a conditian 
Jof being * our ſelves, Mat. 6. 14, 15. For if 36". 
© forgive men their trefpaſſes, your heavenly Father vill +; 7 

I fir give yon; but if you forgive not men their treſpaſſet, neitber 
vill your Father forgive your treſpaſſes. How hard-bearred 

¶ muſt that Sorvant be, who, when his Lord harh forgi - 
ven him ten chouſand relents, takes his brother by che 
M 3 chrott, 
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3 BAG. and caſtshim into priſon fer̃ in hundred pence 
3 How quſt is it that all the former debt ſhould be charge 
4 by hit Lord upon ſuch a ſervant ? as you may An 
in the parable-4r large, AMatib. 1 8. from 23. ta 1 
end, hate, aſter Chriſt had cold, bom terribly that nas 
thankfull cruell ſervant was dealt with, he adtdes vu 
liſt, Ssltkeni/c ſHallmy Heaven 1 Father doc alſo uma N I 
iat from your hr:7ty-forgivt nit every one bis brother their 
ng} es. To love God aboye all;.and our neighbouray 
as: lelves, 313 the ewe great Commandments; When 
on depend the Law and the Prophets, and which can 
FPabend all our dus y and to bothof theſe We bave the 
Reatalt belp, anditongett ob igauon by the Dead 
Ghiift that ever could be ct ght on. Shall, we 'het 
lovebhim that hathichus loved us? And ſhall- we rng 
ſpampity and camꝑaſſon roothers who aue receive 
anch ous ſelves? Yea; whoſhalt he {hut nut fes 
mercy if we be unmercifull? No ſpirit in the worldl 
ſpconfeary to NL bas tharafimalice'and revenye, 
and, agi ning alga: ennjity.; and ꝗipight again 
gerſan whate ve As thou would ſt eſcape the focioij 
and gottion pf, ehr hafeafteg, bertere bow thou n 
entertainaſt th, ih; gar e then which nothing 8 
more frequently forbidden in. the Goſpel, and naching 
more flatly enjoy ord chan tbe contpery remper, G 
5 2 Me the fruit, the HH Lmꝭfk, which wn 
theſe, adm tor yrs von, &c. atred; uaniance, emu 
ting. erife, ſeditions, Hrrgiem; enttyin gt, m 
Wk 12 eG ttt of 166 & per mit ui mie, jon, er d 
exingagertiencf{o goodnd{[e fecit meckneſje, bet aud 
N Bu 90a alſo pur ff all theſen anger, wrathy:matine 
blaſphemy, cc. . L, 13. Put on thertf (as the elebi * 
Gd boly and bg}cptd ) bowels f mercy, Hindneſſe, bumbles 
neſſe of wind, muß af ci 01gr ſaftrirg. When tie p 
Faul rete to the Cant co rctiſie the di _— 
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co turn from all their evit ways, doe humbly FPS (OE 
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they were guilty of, iti reference to the Lor 
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the ficltrhing he fallt upon is the Div cht Weise 
amongſt them, 1 (Cb. 11. 18. That composed "if 

des 


foul;-thar humility; ſelf-abaſement; and humble 
pendance upon free-mefcy, which are ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſiry for him that would profit bythis Ordintuce; do 
all call for a quiet, chatitable frame of ſpitit coward 
our brethren, when we berake our ſelves thereto, 

And thus (by Gods affiſtznce) have I in ſome mea- 
ſure ſhewn, from the nature and deſign of this Ordi- 
nance,(which is to keep up the Remembrance of Chriſt) 
how thoſe perſons muſt be qualified who can duly ar- 
tend thereupon, To repeat their deſcription, once 2-2 
vain : They who are farniſht with che 8 e of 
the neceſſary fundatientall truths of Chriſtiin Religi» 
on, and doe beſieve them to be indeed truths, being fo 
verily perſwided that Chriſt is the Saviour of the wa 
that they heartily conſent to take him for their Sir; 
ind cherefore being hiimbled for, and teſolved preſefitly 
at leiſt earneſtly defire) the pardon of their 
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out through him that they may lead au holy lite 
doe depend upon him to bring them to evan gte 

in the enjoyment of God, upon whom they have ſer 
their deareſt love, and choſe him is their onely portion 
being fincerely tbankfull for the manifeſtacions of his 
wonderfull love in Chriſt, and by che power of this love 
ate in chirity with all men, forgiving cheir enemics, 
and hiving 2 peculiar affection to the membets ot 
Chriſt: Theſe, and onely theſe are fit to partake of 
the Lords Supper. Wherefore Tenttear thee, whoever 
thou irt, that would'ſt not wilfully delude thy own ſoul, 
andruſh upon this duty to thy _ take thy ſelf co tax, 
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from 
the mercy of God for hits ſake; ind are truly willing to 
have cheic hearts finAifed by che Spitit of God-given” 
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and examine well whether thou art ſuch a one as I ha 

nere deſcribed : yea, if thou haſt any deſire ro eſcapy 
evetlaſting miſery,. and be received into heaven whey 
thou dieſt, examine thy ſelf ; for except thou beeſt 
becomeſ ſuch a one, as ſure as God is true, thou att 
never like to be ſaved, 
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CHAP. XI. 


An invitation to eeme to Chriſt and his Sacrament, 
nith Motives thereto, 
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your hope of happineſſe is plac 


who nas ſtain and banged on i tree, but is riſen: again and. 
aſcended jnto the heavens ;/bereby on that you are 
Chriſtians, let othets be whar they will. Come hicher 
all you that bunger and thirſt after righteouſneſſe, and 
feed upon him who here conveys of himſelf to the em · 
pry longing ſoul, and ſatisfies bis people with good 
things ſuicable to their wants. Come hither poor deje- 
Red drooping ſoul, that doſt unfeignedly love thy 
Lord, but art afraid thou ſhalt never obtain his favour x 
come and ſee hat he hath done to aſſure thee of the 
reality, the free neſſe and fulneſſe of bis love. Come 
and caſt the proviſions he hath made for: thy comfore 
and te joyce in the ſenſe of his bounty. All yeu that ex- 
pect ſhortly to look your Redeemer in the face, come 
hither and behold him, where till then, you may "moſt 
clearly diſcern him. Here ſtamp his im1gequrmly upon 
your minds; that he may live in your breaſts, though for 
2 while he ĩs out of your ſight, char till u ſhall ſee 
him you may never be forgetfull of him. Come birber 
young ones, and berimes liſt your ſelves under Chri& 
your Leader, bere gran” | 5 Creatour — | 
er in the days of your your ! Come hicher ye aged chat 
have ſtood idle in the Market-place, he fern 
hour of che day, now at length hire your ſeſ ves under 
the Lord of the Vineyard to be more induſious in bis 
ſervice for. the hour that is behind. Come hicher ye 
poor and partake of a Feaſt that ſhall coſt you nochi 
Come hither ye rich to a Feaſt more precious and colts 
ly than ever you were at, Which coſt the Maſſer thereof 
his own life to provide it. Come hicher ye Maſters; 
and promiſe to become the ſervancs of Chriſt. Come 
hithet ye Servants, and by taking Chriſt for your Lord 
become his Free · men. Yea, all you that have beentbe 
moſt eſtranged from God, and gteateſt deſpiſers of l 


Chriſt, yet now it length if you will come in, acknow? 


- & Fn 


any longer continuance therein, humbly: implorin 

mercy and acceptance from God through his Son, eve 
you ate invited hit het, toteſtiſie the truth of your recur 
to him; and to receive the pardon. that is ready for you 
Behold, zi ſdome bath builded her houſe, and furniſht ben 
table, and calls to all to cat of her bread and drink, of the 
wine tbat ſhe hach mingled; to all that are fully determi»: 
ned to forſabe thr fooliſh, and go in the nay ef under tand- 
ing. Hearkenyou fooliſſi prodig ale, whoſe ſouls are out 
of caſt vith ill ſolid food, through your feeding upon 
the luſcious delights of fin and the creatute, which yet 
have: onely deluded, never ſatisfied you: Caſt away 
theſe empty hus ks, and comè to à plenteous Feaſt here 
made ready, wherein you will acknowledge there ig 
ſweetneſſe and fulneſſe, if your diſtempets be cuted; 
and your appetite and teliſh changed, So large is the 
cammiſſionwhich Chtiſt hath granted, that in his name 
Idare confidently invite all, whoever they ate, or hat- 
evet they have been, even the molt prof ine and ſeuſu- 
all, drunkards and horemongers, the proud and coves 
tous, if now at laſt you will. be petſwaded to bid an 
everlaſting farewell to all your ways of wickedneſſe, 
and for the time to come to walk in the holy path, ſee 
that vou tte ſiucere and you may come boldly to the 
Sicratent, thete ro manifeſt and confirm theſe purpo- 
ſes. It at length you are! weary of that miſerable 
dtudgery, -wherein the enemꝭ and tormentour of man 
kind, the Devil, hath imploied you, labouriag to keep 
you in bondage to ſin, chan which there is not a more 
loathſome ſtinking dungeon, more incolerable chains 
in all the world; if, I ſays you would fain be delivered 
from this ſlavery, and will tab? on you Chriſts eaſie yoke, + 
that yon may find reſt for your ſouls; come hither and enter 
your 


ledging the folly of your former ways; proteſting long 
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your; ſelues nn his ſervice, 


bim all he-daye of your li 
have been bapcrzed into the name of the Farhet, Som, 


and Holy Ghbſt; and untlerſta ding whartht* 


doe conſent to the obligations thettby laid; upon you, 


come tothe Lords Suppet; add mahifeſteis conſentz. 


and tene chiscovenan tobeche:Lordegouc” 230 = 


- Some contideratiens 1 ſhall lay beforxypwjto quick 


en you to the petfotmance of this weightydury, which 
I propoſe nd ſo much to thoſe who are trendy preph- 
red, that they vod come to this Feaſt : but rather to 
all indifferemthy, that they would prepare themſelves; 
and come S ö BF. 
1. To that end, firſt conſider, this is the* rwpreſſe cm- 
mand of Chriſt, as you may find at his firſt iniftituction'sF 
this Sacrament before mentioned, Lak, $2019! Thir do 
in rememlraucrot We. Ant td whom was this | | | 

given do you think? onely to the Apoſties,ot in cen te 


all Chriſtians > What reafon;can be given Nh it ſhould 
5 T. 


be peculiarto them and nd common to 


were lookt upon and ſpoke to here, ib Diſciples, . 


therefore: all, Chritts Biſciptes are concertied chere H 


And you cannot think this ] an injunctioꝶ that h 
reference co thut. time onely the c 
brance ſpeaks the. contrary: for chis i lies Comet 
that's paſtor abſent ; which: (hews chey wers to do this 
after the Deartrof Chriftſhould be/paſt; and he aſcend2 
ed from them into heaven; in temembtatet or im ath 
his Death. Rut io put the matter palt doubt: We - 
che practice of the Apofiles after; Chriſts Death 4nd 
Aſcerfion, telling us how! they underſtood*this cor 
mand : and I hope we ſhatt find none fo impudent, af 
to ſay they miſurdetſtood ir. Now though it was always 
wont to be accounted profaneneſſe, to violate the com- 
mands of Chriſt, yetthere"ate a ſort of men in the 
att FO; 7 world, 
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3 yorld, that would make. it 2 piece of religion forſooth 
- * rocontenivehis his injunction, and their diſobedience” 
to his Law muſt paſſe for a fign of their perfection. But 
if chey ſtand condemned by all imparciall men, Who 
not onely in name but in deed, would bring more Sa- 
cramencs into the Church than Chtiſt hach done, giving 
the ſame honour to, and pleading for the ſame efficacy 
and neceſſity of their ĩnventions, as of Chrifts own inſti- 
tutions, wherein the Papiſts are groſly guilty : what doe 
they better, who would caſt forth of the Church thoſe” 
Sacraments; which our Lord bath ordained, as if they 
were uſeleſſe unneceſſary things, which is the do- 
Arine of our Quakers. If there was nothing elſe to be 
ſaid in anſwer to the unreaſonable _ prerences of theſe. 
men) is it not enough that ve have a plain command of 
Chritts to oppoſe to their Fancy ? He faith to all his 
followers, Do this, and they ſay, Do it not which 
ſhould we rather hearken to? And hereby judge what 
ſpiric that is, which tiſeth up in ſuch flat contradiction ta 
the voice of Chriſt ? But farther, can they or any man 
elſe ſhe w, chat this command is founded upon ſuch rea- 
ſons, as makes it of leſſe force and obligation to us, than 
to thoſe whom it was firſt given co? Doe not all the 
grounds of this duty which were tben, ſtill remain the 
ſame ? as I (hall ſhewy more afcerward. 'Wherefore let 
chem either ſhew where Chriſt. hath repealed the pre- 
cept whichhe once gave, or let them beware of falling 
inder the woe denounced againſt ſuch, as not onely 
break his commands, but teach others ſo to do. 13 
And little leſſe guilty than theſe are they, whay 
though they will grant Chriſts command in force, yet 
give not obedience to ĩit; and though they will nor 
ſay this Sacrament is unproficable, yer by their negs * 
le& receive no profit ftom it. All you that have been 
long ſince at years of diſcretion, and have had frequent 


opportue * 
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not cared ton wo? po ! 
doe there, what good you 
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That ic was ſpoken to the Apoſtles, I have told you, hi- 

ders not, bur that it belongs as well to you, fince if you 

de ſincere Chriſtians as _ were, you have the ſame - 

c euſe co doe this that they had. When Chriſt bids then} 

deay themſelves, love one another, and pray tothe Fa» 

deer in bis name; doe not theſe precepts reach _ and 
ſpake © 


II, as well as thoſe particular petſons to vhom 

| chem? And tell me if you can, why the caſe is not the 

ſame, as to that command of his, which I have even n 
mentioned, that we ſhould Do this, receive this Sacta 
ment of his Supper, in remembrance of bim. He that hath © © 
commanded you to mortiſie your luſts, to love God - 
bove all, he it is bach enjoyned you to do this; and if youi 
chink be ought to be obeyed in one thing, hy nor in all? 
So then ſince you cannot but grant, that ſuch a 
there is, what can you ſay for your ſelves who have diſo 
beyed ic? Are you not hereby guilty of contemning tb 
Authority of the Law-giver? what ſay you ꝰ Doe 15 2 


think you have herein behaved your ſelves as you ought® , 
Can you imagine, that this your negligence and diſobes 
dience is acceptable to the Lord Jelis ? Or doe you 
not care whether it is or not? I hope it is not all one 
wich you to pleaſe or to provoke him. Does not than 
your 


eflveſle 2; If not, 1 doubr x is ſgaredand enceleſſe 
if it doet, then let me aK you what you .ingend far che 
time to come. Will you. bold on that courſe which you? 
date hot juflifie, which your own Conſcience con 
demns you for? Date you ſtill petſiſt in the breach of g 
known la? Have you any thing to {ay againli the la 
icſelf, or agajnſt.him-<har-nade it;? Is ig or rhe leg 
of Chriſt age Son of God, your Redeemer? And hath nag 
power. to enjoyn jeu What he pleaſethꝰ? Hath not 
he tight to govern you upon account of his Redeemiag 
you ?. And. ate not all things delivered; into his bands 
by the Father 2 Yen, dqes not the Father himſelf fpeak © 
to you in and by bim? Does not he bimſelF tell us, that 
the words which, be ſpoke were the Fathers that ſent 
him > Fobn 14: 10. aud 24. Can you then gainſay 
Chbriſts authority ? If nt, he date you teſiſt ic > Dogs 
you indeed take him for your Lord or not? Anſwer me 
one Way or other. If ygu dos not, then call yout ſelveſ 
no longer Chriſtians: for bis your ſuhjection ĩs efſen+# 
tiall co your Chriſti anity, as I have before ſhewed, If 
you doe, then pray cell me, bow can this conſiſt with 
Wilfull violation of plain precepts ? Doe you take him 
for your Maſter if you will yield him no reverence nor 
fear? Will you not be as ſubject to your Lord as the 
Centuriuns (ervants were to him? to whom if he ſaid 
but, do this, they did it. Let chis be the ttiall whether 
you will or not: Behold Chriſt ſaich to thee in the Go- 
ſpel, and now in his nime, and with power from him,; 
charge thee, Do this, come and partake of his Supa 
per which he hach prepared for his friends and follow - 
ers. Here now is a Doe ibis: wilt thou ohey it or not 
If thou wilt not, conſider well, whethet Chriſt be like 
to reckon thee, amongſt lis f aithfull ſeryants at laſts 7 
and hat chau would*lt thin of 4 ſgrvant Sf hy a 1 
: 10 
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uſual] ſhifts and evaſions are, I; (hallcake nocice anom N 
and give thee an anſwer. Onely at preſent, let me make 
haſt to entreat thee not to miſtake - me and deceive 
thy ſelf, as if I was thus earneſt and importunare with 
thee for nothing elſe, but ro go with — — 
ſomerimes when a Sacrament is adminiſtred, and tt 
take a bit of Bread and a ſup. of Wine with à litele 
ſeeming reverence, without any due conſideration be- 84 
fore ot after to hat purpoſe it is. Canſt thou be ſo 5 


filly as to imagine, thou haſt ſatisſied the will of 
Cbriſt when thou haſt done this? Or canſt thou think 
x cy ſoul ever the better for it ? Wherefore remember 


what it was I firſt erhorted thee to, namelyes examine 
and prepare thy ſelf, and ſo to ear of this Bread and f 
drink of this Cup; to repent of, and ſet thy fel againſt 4 
all fn, and to devote thy ſelf co Chriſt, and thentorake 
& | the Sacramenr as a teſtimony that thou doſt fo, and : 
FR a bond co oblige thee firmer to him. This I have: fre» 
=} quently cold chee ; and that thou maiſt befare:roun- ,. | 
EN derftand my meaning and remember it, tabe it oncs  Þ 
h gin in chis plain compariſon; If a Maſter was about * 
to bargain with one to be his Servant: offeriug ſo much - 
rr." wages and a ſhilling in earneſt, and another that ſtand . 
e | by, baving a mind to drive on the bargain, ſhould per- 
d ſwade the Servant not to Rand off, but to tabe his ear 
r neſt, doe you not know what he meant by this? Do 
vou think he wiſhe che man onely to take the ſhilling, ©} 
„ and go his way without any more adoe ? ſurely no, but 
to agree with him to become his Servant, to do the 
= work he ſhould appoint him, and to (hew his conſent 
do this, ſhould take che ſhilling that was to be given i 
& || carneli, Thus, Reader, being earneſtly defirous to 

3} drive on a match betwixt Chriſt and thy ſoul, would *7 
fun beg thee to tale the Sacrament, as an evidence of .. +? 
at. thy Tr 


W 
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4 —— he en is Faichfull ſervaht ; but upon 
otherterms Ile aſſure thee, Wherefore if thou be t 
ſolved againſt the diligent ſervice of God, and yer vet 
tureſt upon this Ordinance, let the blame be upon 
own head. Doe not think to excuſe thy ſelf by ſaying 
thou read ft'a book that told thee ic was Chriſts cor 
mand to all, that they ſhould receive che Sacrament 
and that therefore thou didit as thou waſt inſtructed: c 
again and again have I made known to thee, char nong 
ought to do thus but true Chriſtiaus, ſuch as believe 
in, love and obey the Lord Jeſus ; and this is that t 
which thou arr implicitly urged by that very cnn 
which he hath given for thy frequenting his Suppere 
And this I would preſſe upon all that perform this duty 
rudely and negligently, as well as on thoſe that altoge* 
ther omit it. Let not ſuch cateleſſe ones imagine, ug 
have hitherto rendred due obedience to this command; 
For conſider, when a duty is enjoyned, all that ĩs net 
ceſſaty in order thereto is thereby enjoyned, and the 
right manner of performing tt alſo, Thus when we art 
commanded to pray to God, by that very command we 
are engaged to get the knowledge of God, and to be- 
tieve that he can hear and help us; and alſo to be reve® 
rent and ſerious in our prayers: for without theſe and 
the like qualifications we may ſay over a many words, 
but we cannot properly be ſaid to pray. Thus when 
Chriſt commands us to eat Bread and drink Wine id! 
remembrance of him, he hereby commands us to get 
our bearts into ſuch a frame, that we may be fit ad 
able to remember him with choſe affe ions, and in chat 
manner that ic beſeems ranſomed men to remembe 
their R-deemer: And therefore we muſt know him, awe: 
be ſenfible of our own ſlavery, and be willing tobe Re 
deemed by him, and be thankfull for his love, with the 
other quali ficatioas which I have before ſnevn to 
neceſſar 
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ceſſaryto, and included in our Remembrance of him. 
If you make & Feaſt on purpoſe to encetrair) a friend, 
you thereby ſuppoſe not onely that he ſhould come to 
your Table, but that he ſhould come wich à Romach to 
eit of your proviſions. And when Chriſt invites men to 
his Table, where he hath provided ſpitituall food un- 
det the outward elements, doe you not think be re- 
quires all that come, that they (ſhould have an appetite 
to, and deſite after what he hath provided for chem ? 
Thus then have I hid open to you the flat command 
of Chriſt, whereby you are required to put your ſelves 
in a right poſture, and come to this Feaſt which he hath 
ordained in his Church, as a memortall of the Redem- 
ption he wrought for it. Whether you will obey it ot 
not I cannot tell, I leave that to your choice ; if yu 
have any reaſon that ſeems ſtronger, than the will of 
Chriſt, doe as you {hall think fit; onely remember, tie 
command I have been urging upon yon, was given you 
by chat Jeſus who will be your Judge, and whoſe ſen= 
cence will paſſe acccording to that word whereof this 
command is 2 part, and if you think you have got auß 
' ſuch excuſe, as will bring you off clear at chit day, 
though you be found guilty of contemning his Law, I 
have no more toſay, but it your own perillbe it: Here 
I have given you faichfull warning. 

Here I may farther adde, that you have not onely 
Chriſts command, but the example of bis eApiftles, Di- 
ſciples, and the Primitive Cbriſtians to engage you to this 
duty, wherein they were all conſcientious and fre- 
quent, Act. 2. 42. They chat were converted by the 
preaching of the Apoſtles continued ſtedfaſtly in their do- 
ftrine and fellowſhip,and in breaking of bread and in prayers, 
And chis you may find was the pigRice of the Church 
of Corinth (and by conſequence of all ocher Churches 
then planted) in chat che _ tectiſies che 2 

ef 


" 
i 
] 
1 
; 
e 
: 


„nn 


they were guilty of therein, as you may find at large 
x Cr. 11. 17. to the end. And are not we to walk ag; 
we have theſe for an example, and co be followers, of 
them as they are of Chr Moreover chey chat arg} 
$kill'd in Church Hiftory cell us, chat ĩt is moſt cerraing 
it was the cuſtome of the primitive Chriſtians, uſually 
to celebrate this Sacrament every Lords Day at leaſh. 
And by the way take notice, though we have no parti 
cular precept in Scripture hom frequently we ought ra; 
doe ic, yet from thence we are taught, that it ought to 
be done more than once, and the practice of thoſe wha 
beſt knew the mind of Chriſt may inform us, that ig 
ought to be done often; though the particular times ate 
left to the prudence of Church-governours. 


2, In the next place I would wiſh you well to con- 
fider, whether you have not good reaſon to conclude, 
that you ſhall receive much ad vantage from the performance, 
of that duty, which is recommended to you by the — 
command of Chriſt, and the example of his firit followers, 


Was there nothing elſe to be ſhewed but a com- 
mand from him, whom you acknowledge your Sove- 
raign, one would think it enough to ſilence all objecti- 
ons, and bring you to obedience, But doe you n 
moreover believe, that Chriſt deſigned the good of hig 
ſervants by the inſtitution of this Sacrament in his 
Church? Are any of his commands grievoug or unpro - 
ficable ? Is tot che whole deſign of Chriſtian Religion 
evidently for our intereſt, if we believe we have im- 
morcall ſouls ? And can you imagine this one duty ta 
be an exception from all the reſt? as having nothing 
in it Which may make it worthy our performance. H 
not be backt his commands with promiſes, that w 
might have all kind of encouragement to his ſerviee 
Hath not he told us, that to choſe bo keep his ( ummand- 
ments be will maniſeſt hiuſelf? Doe you think chen, 8 
* ; 
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aber Chriſt, Girl] fer up this Sacrament, he-bereby in- 
cended any advantage rorhoſg who ſhould celebrate it 
If not, he appointed chem a meer pięce of drudgery, in 
ſome reſpe& worſe than the Jewiſh Ceremomies (far 
they had their uſe to the ſpiricuall) and even as bad as 
tho'e bu denſome ridiculous Ceremonics, which make 
up ſo great à part of the Popiſh Religion; bur if you 
dare not affi m this, then I would know, whether the 
fame advantages. doe not ſtill continue co, this Ordi- 
nance, which' were firſt incended to he communicated 


by it to che worthy Receiver? Again, did the ApoBlles 


and their companions get any good by it think you? ĩt 
nor, it's ſtrapge they ſhould be ſo exact and frequent in 
it; it they did, fain would [ know, why che ſame good 
is not i]l to be got by ſerious diligent Chriſtians, Cer» 
tainly Gods treaſures of grace ate not ſpent, his foun · 
tain is not drawn dry, no nor ever will be, He chat 
will be che everlifting portion of his people when this 
world is ended, hath enough ſure in himſelf for the ſup· 
ply of all cheir neceſſicies, whilſt they are travelling 

through che world. When millions of Saints have re- 
ceived that grace which leads them to glory, there is 

not a jor the leſſe for thoſe that come after. And ad hig 

graces are not exhauſted, ſo neither is che way of giving 
them forth changed; in che ſame manner that his Spirit 
accompanied the word and Sacraments, at any time 
ſince the Goſpel was publiſht, in the ſame manner ic. 
accompanies chem Rill, for ought that any man living 
can ſhew to the contrary. Chriſt is rhe: ſame yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever, He who will be with his Mini- 
Rers till the end of the world, will be wich bis Ordi- 
nances till then, & with his people in che conſcientious 
uſe of them. Why ſhould the firſt Chriſtians be tied to 


cht which we in aſter- ages may neglect? Is not our, 


ce dhe ſane wich theirs 7 Are not our neceſſities. 22 
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great? Abd 1 * our profitings alſo, if che fault be 
not out own? To proſecute this 2 little farther, as Þ 
promiſed. Is not the Death of Chriſt as great a mercy} 
to us in theſe latter days of his Church, as it was to them 
in the firſt? Have not we the ſame patdon offered to! 
us, the ſame promiſes given, the ſame heaven prepared, 
and the ſame ſanctifying Spirit to bring us thereto Y 
Hive we not then the ſame cauſeto be frequently mind 
full of, and thankfull for theſe mercies, and the Death 
that putthaſt them, in all ways preſcribed to that puts 
poſe ? Are not we till of the ſame nature that men} 
wete then? Such whoſe affections ate much raiſed and 
quickened by ſenſible things, by che help whereof we 
can Wirh greater clearneſſe and power conceive of 
things ſpifituall;and can more affectionately remembet 
what's paſt, when we ſee it repreſented and acted afre( 
before our eyes. Is it not therefore our wiſdome and du» 
ty to accept of ſuch aſſiſtances as our Lord himſelf, in 
his care of us, hath afforded > whereof che Sacrament 
of his Supper is a principall one, every way fitted fot 
that end. Were they more dull than we, that they 
ſhould need ſuch quickning means which we judge our 
ſelves paſt the uſe of? Had not we as much need 48 
they to be frequently renewing our more ſolemn te- 
pentancefor ſin, and covenantings with God, that ſo the 
confideration of thoſe renewed engagements we lie un 
dery may the more overpower us to faithfulneſſe and 
perſeverance 1a his ſervice ? Are not our wants of grace 
as great" as theits? And therefore ought we not to wait 
in all choſe ways whereby theſe wants may be ſupplied? 
ich ate che ſam2 now as formerly. Is it not as rich 
mercy now as ever, to have all the bleſſings and pri 
ledg2s of the Covenant of grace, whether remporally 
{p11us}1; or eternall, vot onely repreſented, but rnade 
ov. r, and affuced to us, in ſuch a familiar manner? 
not 


not the exerciſe and irengchning of mutuall brocherly 
love, by the maintaining of the moſt endeanng Chriſtian 
communion, ſtill à mot pleaſanc and 2 
now eſpecially, hen all men have leatut to ct dur, hom 
cold charity is grown ! Thus you ſee there ate very 
many, and thoſe no ſmall advantages that acerue to ſuch 
as carefully manage this weight ychity, and all of them 
continue fill the ſame that they were in the tithe of the, 
Apoſtles, And ler there be any other ground of their 
practice aſſigned, or any other benefits which they bere- 
by enjoyed, and I queſtion not to prove, that we have 
the ſame, or che like grounds, and are capable of the 
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to come in a due manner to the Lords Table is both 
your duty and your intereſt; there is a command given 
by your Lord, obliging you to what is good fot yoùt 
ſelves, (and indeed ſo doe all other his:commands if 
well weighed.) And what more can be ſaid ro work 


to give obedience > Wherefore if you be Chriſtians, 
yet) if you be Men; if you have any ſenſe of Gods au- 
thority, or of your own neceſſities, make all poſſible haſt 
out of thar dangerous woefull eſtate, which mikes you 
unfic for, and unwilltng to this ſo profitable a duty; and 
your ſouls being made ready, let them bring yout bo- 
dies hicher. Having bzen larger in theſe, I ſhall be 
brief in thoſe that follow. 

3 ls it not much to be feared, that »hiift yu ſleigh 
the Sacrament, you ſleight thoſe bleſſings whichereby are 
repreſented, and ſſured to Believers ? You.your ſelves 
would judge ſo by others in caſes like this. If che King 
ſhould proclaim, that he will give Eſtates in ſome of his 
Plartations to all chat will come to the Court, and take 
Patents from him, and ſubſcribe their n:mes to 2 
Bond, which onely ties then to acknowledge they had 
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ſame benefits with them. Thus have I ſhe n yc u, that 


upon men, thac have any Conſcience, or an; ſelf love, 
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theic Eſtates from bis bounty, and to ſĩue there accops. 
to his Laws : is it not 2 ſign, that they who: will not de 
thus much, doe very little care for che Eſtates that am 
offered them? And doe not they manifeſt as little tes 
eard of heaven it ſelf, and all the promifcs of the G 
ſpel, who are loath to be at ſo much pains, as to go ts 
the Sictament, there to have all chaſe confirmed th 
them? being unwilling to bind themſelves Fereby ro. 
thankfulneſle and obedience to that God, who mae 
them ſuch-large and bounteous offers. He that refuſi 
a cheap and eaſie medicine, which being duly taket 
may recover him from his fickneſſe, may well be ſaid to 
underyaſne his health. Thus is it too apparent, that 
thou little regardeſt the health of thy ſoul, whilſt then 
fleighteſt thoſe means, which, through the bleſſing & 
the great Phyfician upon thy carefull uſe of them, mig 
tend ſo much to thy healing and ſtreugthning. It's 
ſbilling be offered me in earneſt of a thouſand pound 
to be given upon ſome cettain conditions, if I refuſe 
rake it, it is not ſo much the Earneſt as the greater 
ſumme that I thereby reject. Thus Heaven is aſſured t 
thee upon condition of thy faich and obedience, and ij 
thou likeſt it upon theſe terms, the Sacramenc ſhall be 
given thee in earneſt, but if thou wilt not take the Bar- 
neſt, thou pucr'ſt away from thee everlaſting life, If 
condemned man tear in pieces the Kings pardon, which 
is brought to him, his fault is not ſo much the cearing of 
2 piece of paper as his contempt of the Pardon. Thug 
ſhall ir be laid thy charge, not meerly thy deſpifing a bit 
of Bread and ſup of Wine, but thy ſleighting all choſe 
rich and unvaluable bleſſings which hereby were offes 
red & aſſured to Believers. If indeed thou prizeſt cheſt, 
ſnew it by thy ſerting a due eſteem upon that which. 
hath ſo neara relation to them; bur if thou value them 
not, think not much if thou go withont them for * : 
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for whom canſt thou blame if rhou miſſe of choſe chings 
which thou p 7 2 ? bs e's irfran 
It not this neplett 4 ſad ſign, that : | 0 
ay as rhok bagbieh, nor to hiſs end; +hou ſbouldeſt ? For 
if thou didſt rightly improve any, why ſnould' thou 
not be glad of all ? Art thou not ready to try all courſes, 
& uſe all mearis for the continuance and encreaſe of chy 
outward welfare? and yet thou chinkeſt every thing too 
much that's enjoyned thee for thy ſpitituall advantage 
and therefore comeſt nat to this Ordinance, as think 
ing thou maiſt doe well enough without ir. They that 
ate in health uſe not to ſay, if they have one ſort of food 
what ſhould they doe with another; or if e 
meal in a day, why need they eat another ; and yet this 
is thy language in reference to thy ſoul, So long as 
thou haſt been biptized, and comeſt to Church, and 
faiſt thy prayers (add it's well if thou doe thus much) 
why may not this ſerve thy tutn without coming to the 
Sictiment ? Why cell mee, pray thee, what's thy de- 
fien in theſe duties? Is it to get good to thy ſoul? 
That thou miſt grow in grace, and get fitter for glory ? 
It ir he, why then is not every dury acceptable to thee 
vbich would help on this deſign ? But ĩs it not rather to 
be feared, that theſe are done out of cuſtome, without 
expecting, aud therefore without finding any great ad - 
vantage from chem ? And becauſe che neglect of that 
duty I am utging thee to, is too too common, and ſo no 
greit matter of diſgrace, therefore thou makeſt ſo light 
of it. And withall, perhaps there is ſomewhar more 
puns requiſite co prepare thee for ic, and cherefore out 
of meer {loth and lazineſſe thou holdeſt off. Oh that 
thou waſt but ſet in as good earneſt, to intich thy ſoul 
with grace, as che mol of men, and ic's like thou thy 
felf att, to grow rich in che world! How many ways 
will chey wind and turn to get 2 little gain? If one 
N 4 courſe 
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courſe will not ſetve hey rake another ; and if chat 
fail, chey'l try a third; what they mile in one barges 
chey'! ſeek to make amends for inthe next. Thus Would 
it be with chee, waſt thou a diligent Chriſtian : thou 
would'ſt turn every Rone, ſeek every corner for the 
pearl of price. Didſt thou once by experience -know” 
the worth and excellency of true Grace, and the ſatis-· 
fying ſweetneſle of converſing with God, thou would' & 
be very diligent in the uſe of all thoſe means whereby 
theſe advantages are to be attained”: what thou had(t 
git at ene duty, would prompt thee to another, in hopes 
to fird the like; or if thou hadſt miſt of thy hopes in 
ode, it would put thee upon another, there to get ſatis- 
faction. If thou found'ſt thy ſelf at a diſtance from ye 
or under fears of his diſpleaſure, thou would'ſi never 
ac reſt with (hy ſelf till thou hadſt found him whom th 
ſoul loved, and hadſt got a renewed ſenſe of his love to 
tay ſoul: in all thoſe ways wherein he gives a comforta· 
ble meeting to his people would'fi chou give conſt 
xendance , ever earneſtly waiting for the gracioug 
and comfortable manifeſtations of himſelf in 2. 
ſoul. But ſince thou canſt ſo contentedly miſſe one Pris! 
viledge, and that of ſo great importance, it's a ſhrewd: 
ſign that theu improveſt not any as thou oughteſt; and 
what a wretched ſtitven caſe then muſt chy ſoul needs 
be 1 in? | 
5, Conſider what 4 ſhame it is, that thou ſbould' N be 
thus regardl:ſſe of the proviſions made for thy ſoul, whilſt thus 
art ſo greedy and fornard after any thing,that makes for the 
gra iin of thy fieſh, Generally 1 in the world men re- 
fuſe no pains ro ſupply their bodily neceſſities, and yet 
when here is food provided to their hands, they have ng 
mind to ic, becauſe this is onely ſuited to their ſquls, 
H, eagerly can tbey hunt after that which they are” 
never like to cbtain, or which, if they doe, will neve . 
ſarisfie 
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ſatisſie and fill n hh uy away from them 
the ſavoury meat which» God hath brought to them: 

waich would be ſavoury. if their taſte was not ſpoidd. 
Whilſt Manna is loathed that falls before the tent - door, 
bow doe they long after the Garlick and Onions, and 
Fleſbpcts of A gypt, May | not juftly ſay that the Tal le 
of Devils is more frequented than the Table of the Lord? 
What though men now adays doe not offer ſacrifices to 
Devils as thoſe Idolaters did, of whom the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, yet doe they not ſacrfice to their own luſts? 
And is not this as acceptable ſervice to the Deuil, and 
25 provoking to God? And doc they not maintain a 
fellowſhip with Devils, whilſt their nature is ſo confor- 
mable and their lives fo ſubject to them? Such are all 
ſwiniſu Epicures, who ſerye their on belly rather 
than the Lord Jeſus. Oh what multitudes have we got 
of ſuch voluptuous ones, who had rather bring ſickneſſe 
upon their bedies, and damnation;upon theit ſouls, by 
pleafing their greedy unſatiable thtoĩt, than come to 
refreſh and ſtrengthen themſelves wich ſuch food, as, 
through the Spirit of life accompanying it, will preſerve 
both ſoul and body to everlaſting life. Viſdome in vain 
ſends forth ber Embaſſadours, to ſand in the'bigheſt 
places of the City, to call paſſengers to the binquer 
ſhe hath made, whilſt yet the deſtroyer; of ſouls is heark- 
ned to, calling them off from the right Way, telling 
them, that Stoln waters are ſweet, 4nd Lroad taten in ſerret 
is pleaſant : and with theſe unlawfull pleaſures de ſoo- 
lth ſinners glut themſelves, not rem embting, that be 
doth but feed them for the ſlaughter, and that bis gueſts 
are in the depthᷣ of bell, Pro, 9. Oh how will this aggra- 
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vate the condemnation of the profane in our days, that 
" whilſt they could not be kept out of the Alehouſe and 


Tavern, bur lay there day an night, drirking away 
their wit, their money, and of. entimes their life it ſelf, 
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yet no entreaties could bring chem duly to prepite 
themſelves, and come to eat and drink at the Lords own 
Table. Hadſt thou bur ſuch a favour offered thee as H 
nan, to be entertained at a banquet with the King aud 
Queen, ho forwardly would'ſt thou accept it, a 

with what a pride wouldꝰ'ſt thou boaſt of it, is he Foy 
Bur yer when the King of glory invites thee to be hit 
gueſt, thou think ſt not his invications worth hearknitg 
to, ſo mean are thy thoughts of his company and fare, 
Yea, doſt thou not ſee how importunace Begoars arg 
for an alms? They come to thy door, and ſtand beg 
ging for bread, and will hardly be driven empty away: 
and yet when thou art thus begg d to accept of beat 
that comes from heaven, thou wilt not receive it. Here 
men muſt be compell'd, that is, importunately woo? 
to come in, and yet they will not be prevailed wich? 
if they doe come, it is oftentimes in ſuch a catele 
manner, that gives as much diſpleaſure to him who ſemi 
for them, and brings as much miſchief upon chemſelvdl 
28 if they had ſtaid away. But of this I ſpake in che be 
inning, Wherefore I ſhall onely adde, that it is to tie i 
matter of aſtoniſhment, that choſe who know their bo# 


dies will ſhortly be in the grave, and who (ay ney * 
ore 
nefſe 


rily believe their ſouls mult live for ever, thar th 
ry men ſhould with ſo much care and unweariedneffe 
feed and maintain their bodies, whilſt willingly,and out 
of meer ſloth, they ſuffer cheſe immortall ſouls to ſtarve 
and perith etetnally. * 
6. Conſider, this is a juncture of time nherin eſpeci. 
ally thou art engaged, to doe all that in thee lies, toward the 
ſpeedy ſecuring if thy everlaſting happineſſe ; and therefore 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, to conſecrate thy ſelf to 
God at the Sacrament, there renouncing all che ways 
of wickedneſſe whereby thou haſt provoked him, thit 
ſo thy peace may be made with him. For conſider = | 
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he hach lately appeared in judge ment againſt us, and 


{bean chat he hach a ſore __—_ with us: and 


ſhall not we; the ſurviving inhikitants of the Land, 
learn righteouſneſſe hereby? Shall not we be ſo wiſe, 
2s to meet him in the way, before his anger be kindled 
2gainlt us in particular ? It is to be feared, the negle& 
of this very duty, and the gtoſſe miſcarriages in che 
manner of performing ir, have done much toward the 
haſtening oi choſe judgements we have lain under. And 


ſhall not this teach thee hat to doe for the future? 


Wilr thou go on to provoke the Lord to je alouſie? ſo 
thit his anger ſhould not be turned away, but his hand 
ſtretched out ſtill. And if thou att one, who halt lately 
been preſerved from che very grives mouth whereinto 
thou waRt ready to fall, being in concinuall expectation 
of death, through the F iſitation, or any other Diſtem- 
per, I duld with chee to look back, and confider whar 
were the thouguts of thy heart at that timo, thou, T 
me afl, who hadſt lived a looſe and careleſſe life? Did 
not thy Conſcience fly: in thy face for all thy wicked 
neſſe ? And didſi chou nat teſolve, that if God ſhould 
ſpate thee, thou would ſt become a new man, and lead 
another kind of life than thou hadR- done? Did ĩt nde 
rerrifie thee to remember how thou hadſt neglected 
praying, hearing, and receiving Sacraments ? And didſt 
thou not, make promiſes within thy ſelf, that, if God 
would try thee once again, it ſhould be no more thus? 
But that thou would'ſt be as diligent and conſtant 
therein for the time to come, as thou hadſt been lack 
and negligent before. Well now, God hath tried chee 
according to thy deſite: thou who might'ſt have been 
ſent to the place where Repenrance will do no good, 
arc yet kept upon earth, to ſee what will be the fruit of 
thy aſflictions, where yet thou art within the reach of 
mercy, if thou throw not thy ſelf out of it. What 5 

all 


| (189) © 'V 
' ſhall: become of all thy good purpoſes and promiſes 
Arethey gone as ſoon as thy ſickneſſe and pain are gon? 
Are they all forgotten already ? Let be thou ſure G 
will remember them: and fain would I perſwadeth&& 
to remember them too; and now in particular, having 
prepared thy ſoul, to addreſſe thy ſelf to the Lords Tas 
ble, and there rene all thoſe vows and reſolutions 
which thou madeſt in the time of ſickneſſe and danger 
and humbly implore mercy and pardon for thy formet 
cateleſneſſe, and all thy cranſgreſGons, and help from 
God to walk more cloſely with him for the future, Let 
me now in ſeaſon be chy Remembrancer from the Lord, 
and bring to mind what engagements thou haſt made 
to him, and ſee thou be faichtull ro them: But if the) 
be ſleighted, and all that I have ſaid to thee {leighred, 
becauſe now thou art luſty and well, and ſeeſt no death 
near thee, and haſt ſomething elſe to do, than to trouble 
thy ſelf wich being ſo religious, as dying men uſe to be: 
yet let it fink into thy thoughts, that there is juſtſuch 
another time coming upon thee; very ſhortly thou wilt 
be ſick again, and caſt upon thy death-bed; and doſt thou 
not think the very ſame thoughts will then come into 
thy mind again? When thou ſhalt conſider thy ſelf juſt 
lanching forth into eternity, & ſhalt look back upon all 
thy ungodly deeds, and thy undervaluing the means of 
grace, by an improvement of which thou mighteſt have 
been made ready for ſuch an hour as chis, wilt thou not 
thenbegin avain to fall to wiſhing that it had been o- 
the-wiſe, and to purpofing thou wilt be better hereaf- 
ter. if once again thou maiſt be recovered, Bur when 
ty Conſcience, vit a redouble fury, ſhall riſe up and 
bi cee remember, how thou didſt long ago, in the 
ſame condition, ſeem as penitent as this comes to; but 
yer all c1me to nothing, and that therefore thou haſt” 
no reaſon to expect a Farther triall; and ſhall moreo- 
ver 
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ver tell thee, that it is molt likely all this is out᷑ of mec? 
Maviſh fear; and not out of any true love to God a 
Holineſſe; how wilt thou be able to hold up under ſuch 
a dreadfull charge as this from thy own awikened 
Conſcience ? It is my great deſire to prevent 
ing then ovetuhelmed with ſuch ſad thoughts as theſe 5 
and if thou art but as willing, they may be effectually 
prevented, even by ſpeedily ſetting upon ſuch a courſe, 
23 Will be the rejoycing of thy ſoul at that day, when 
nothing elſe will rejoyce chee, but the reftigzony of 
Gods Spritit witneſſing with thy Conſcience, that by the 
Grace bf God thou haſt had thy converſation in ſimpli- 
city and godly fincericy : For without this it would be 
but a poor refuge for thee, to call for a Sacramenc on 
thy dearh-bed, who dieft ſleight it in thy health. | 
7: Conſider, #betber by this thy contempt of the Ordinan- 
ces of Chriſt, thou maiſt not proveke bim juſtly to withdraw 
them from ns, and to beſtow them upon a people that will 
more prize, and frequent, and better imptove them, 
than we have done. If Children be ſo indifferent to 
their food, that they play with it, or throw it away, it's 
fir ic ſhould be taken from chem. When people are wan- 
ton and curious, that they know not how to be pleaſed, 
but upon the ſeaſt diſlike reject their ſpititualſ food, 
it's a fign they want that beſt of ſawces,a good Romach, 
wbich ĩt's juſt they flrould be brought to by being kept 
ſhore. Or if they be ſo lazy, that they think it more a- 
doe than needs, to be diligent in thoſe exerciſes of 
religion, which our Lord hath appointed, and take the 
greateſt» priviledges for burders, is .ir not juſt they 
ſhould be eaſed of chem > for who will continue kind» 
neſſet to thoſe, who take them for injuries? Yes, can 
they expect any other, thaverelong to be removed in- 
to à world, where they {hall pever more be troubled 
with ſuch heavy impoſitions ? You that are now ready 
to 


to fag, Re 2 fire 5 WY wich AB Soom, 
Sacraments, and think all your time loſt that's ſpent ii 


judge reafonably, muit it not needs be an high diſplea- 
ſure to God,toſce his-Creatures conte mu the moſſ pre- 
cious mercies, as if they were nothing worth ? How 
would you cake it, if, whep out of courteſie you had 
invited a poor man to your Table, and had made ready 
the beſt that could be bad for him, he ſhould find fault 
With your me it, and ask you why you troubled him to 
come from home to ſuch a poor Dinneras this ? would 
you think he deſerved to have the wotſt bit there? if” 
your Landlord, or any rich neighbour ſhould bid you to 
a Feaſt, would you ſend word by his Servant, thar he; 
nothing worth coming fot, but that you could provide 
for your ſelf better at home? Or if you ſhould ſend 
uch word, do you think you ſhould be invited twice? 
Aud yer chus f awcy and unthankfull, have you been to- 
ward the great God, while you have kept away from his 


Table; notwithſtanding which he hach again and 187 | 


ſent forth his Servants to invite you thither in that Ways 
and to theſe ends which be hath revealed, But, ob Sit, 
do-no more ſo fooliſhly, ſoimpudently, I beſeech you, 
leaſt at length you ſhould move God, to withdraw from 
you the mercies you trample on; and you, when it is 


too late, ſhould be put to ſeek wich ears thoſe bleſ=; 7 


ſings which once you cited not for, and * 
nevet have. 
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them, and are vext to think, that you muſt have ſo 4 
ny intetruptions from your fins or worldly bufineſſe, 
be content a while, and you ſhali have no cauſe long 0 
complain of theſe things you now judge ſo grievoug,, 
There's none of this adoe in the Hell your ungodlineſſe 
leads to; but whether there be not ſadder doings theres? 
your experience e te long is like to give you full convi- 
Aion, if nothing ſooner. will convince -you, Do bur 


2 


4 this, you can never ſure have the face to ſay, chat uy 
oe 


98 
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without Remembring him at the Sacrament?Could you 
poſſibly do thus if you bore him upon your minds, and 
werter ſenſibly affected with the frequent thoughts of all 
his love towards you? Would you not then take all op- 
portunities to * this your thanklull ſenſe of his 
kindne ſſe. The Children of Iſrael, we read, were en- 
joyned to * the Feaſt of the Paſleover, as a memort- 
all of their deliverance out of <£gypr, and if, when 
they were come into Canaan, they ſhould after a few 
years have left ir off, might not God juſtly, have taxe 
them with forgetting theit deliverance ic ſelf? And is 
not the caſe much what the ſame here? So we find, 
Exod. 1 2. 26, 27. that when their Children ſhould ſee 
them keep this Feaſt, and ask what the meaning 
they were to anſwer, I is the ſacrifice of the Lords Paſie= 
over, who paſſed over the houſes of the Children of Iſrael in 
Egypt, in that night when he ſmote the «Egyptians, and 
delivered our bouſts. If now theſe Children, when they 
were of capacity, ſhould refuſe to this Feaſt, as 
they were commanded, is it not a fign, that either they 
believed nor whac their parents told them, or elſe 
thought there was nothing in it worth the remem- 
brance ? Thus if any of you ſhould demand whar's the 


meaning of our aſſembling together at certain times, to 


eit and drink Bread and Wine in ſo ſerious a manner, 
it may be anſwered you, This is the Sacrament of the 
Lord: Supper, which he appointed in the night whetein be 


was betrayed, for 4 memoriall of that Death whereby be de- 


ſtrozed the kingdome of Satan, and delivered. bis people,” IE 
you now take this to be true, and think ic deſerves ſo 
ſolemn a Remembrance, come 4s you have been direct- 
ed, and joyn with the reſt in this work ; if yon refuſe 


8. 1s it nt a very great fa, ibis you forget Chriſt h- 
ſelf, whilſt you can thus quiecly paſſe from year to year 


KS 


doe in your hearts Remember Chriſt.” If one that ha- 
beſtowed ſome great matters upon the Town he lived 
in, ſhould order at his death, that the inhabitants of 
that Town ſhould, upon a certain day in the year, mee 
toget het at a Feaſt, to keep up the memory of his bouns 
ty, if they neglected this, might it not well be ſaid the 
forgot their Benefactour ? And does not your negled 
of this Sacramencall Feaſt, as plainly ſhew a forgetful 
reſle of your grear BenefaRtcur who ordained it > OF 
wonderfull ! that ever men who have heard, who Jeſu 
Chriſt is, and what he hath done, ſhonld be thus un- 
mindtull of him. Ah Sirs, read the hiſtory of his Life 
think ſourdly of his Death, and conſider then, whether? 
he thut deſerve to be forgotten by yon. Had he had no 
mote thought of us, where had we now been, and what” 
had become of us for ever ? Harh he done ſo much fot 
you, even without your ſeeking, and when he requires” 
ſo little of you, is he denied > If bur a dying friend 
ſhouid rake his Ring off his Finger, and put it on yours, 
and bid you look on that Ring, and remember him 
ſhould you not eaſily do it? But much more, if thii 
friend hid upon any account given up himſelf to di 
for ycur preſervation, and ſhould onely engage you b 
rem:mb:ing bim, to beware of that fault whereby your 
Efe was endangered and his was loſt;would not che me- 
moty of ſuch a friend be ever freſb, and precious with 
you, if you had any humanity, any ſenſe of friendſhip 
and kindneſle ? And would not your bowels be even 
turned within you, whenever you beheld his Ring 
But alas, how farre comes this ſhort of the kindnef 
which Chriſt hath ſhewn to poor ſinners, in many cits 
cuTances, as night eaſily be (hewn ? And yet how id 
all diſregirded with the moſt ? How few obey this, that 
was one of his laſt injunctions to his followers. before 
he offered up himſelf on theit behalf, that they ſhould 


forth as an arronement for them, and ſer them ſebu 
geinſt the fins that occahoned/all this. Can men b 
guilty of worſe” ingratitud e. 
9. Ie chen Chriſi be ſa farre from your thoughts, tha 
you take no pleaſurt in the Remembrance of him _ 
tbinl you be foreband, hom gon will be able to look him in the 
fact, ben you ſball be cited to appear before bim whetber-| un 
vill or not, Bz aſſured; , er ther, art, to hom the 
memory of Ghriſt ĩs ha iy de lighef all, to thee his pre. 
ſence will be moſt terriblu. If thou haſt been well ple: 
ſed to have him as abſent from thy heart, as his bodily 
preſence is fram the world, thou wilt never know how 
to abide the tertout ot his appearance, and yet abide it 
thou muſt, It will chen be with chee juſt 25 it was wit 
that wicked Servant whom we read of, Lab. ta. . 
46. ho inſte ad of looking to his Maſters Family i 
bis abſence; to give them their portion of meat in due 
ſeaſony as he was commanded, ver. 48. chin wichim 
himſelf, chat his Lord delays his coming, and thetefott 
begins to eat and drink and be drunken and hat fol- 
blow ue the Lord of that Servant mill come in ,gd 
it bar he looketh not for him; and in an hour that he ir not 4. 
— pare, and ill cut him in ſunder, and appoint iim bis ports" 
bY on vit h hypocrites and wnbilievers. Even, thus: maiſt chow 
p jaſtly expect it will de wich chee, who neglecteſt to take 
that portion of meat for chy ſoul which Chriſt ; 
ZN vided for tbee. and hadit rather pamper-chy fleſh ud 
ſĩadulge it in gluttony and drunkenneſle. That very Jas + 2 
r= Y ſus, whom chou takeſt no pleaſure to Remember; ] 
is, could'ft be very well content never td come neren 
I 
d 
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him, never to bebold him, ot to have any thing more to 


do wich him. even he (hall at length ſutprize th. ; 
the ſuddenneſſe of his dreadfull appexrance, / 
| O | 


Foy © 


thou ſhate ſee m. Though — < 
thy 1 yet thou ſhalt not he able ro nb 
ſence, till he bimielf {hall have urrecly baniſhcrheelfre 
him. uh tr thou be unmindfull of himz yer fi e 
not thy ſelf with a conceit chat hell forget chis thy 
worthy behaviour: no, but he I N VF On as 
pence it on thy own head in that day of his 
A: his pzople may emlybuildopont ic, that he! . 
berger their labour of tous, ſo miy his xnemies beſure, th 
be will not forget cheir lazineſſu and want of low 
Will ic not be ſad for thee at that day, to call upon 
to. ks and mountains to hide chee from his face, and 
in vain. And yet is it not juſt it ſhould be thus "_ 
chee, who art now call'd into Chriſts gracious: 
into the neateſt communion with him: and thou rune 
away, and wilfully hideſt thy ſelf, and wilt not be p. 
ſwaded to come in. Alas! Man, then expect oth 
uſage from Chiiſt than here thou foundeſt in the day | 
his patience, wilſt he waiced to be gracious. ble 
not come then to offer pardons to the guilty, and to 
ſecch their acceptance of them, and of the'Sacrameny 
to ſeal them: no; but he will then onely re | 
choſe: who have already got cheirpardon, and oondet 
thoſe who have not: 'wherefore if: thou chin ft ir of a any 
conſequence, tolookChriftin-rheface wich comfort t 
che tatt day; now'ger'anzcquainrance wich lim; 
cha wedding gatment of Repentance, Faith 
and come hither to be his gueſt; with an humble by 
nefſe come and feaſt wich him, yes feed upon him 2 
let him be made familiar to thy ſoulʒ xhat his ce ning. 
may fill chee with joy and not with horrour: © . ya 
10. Laftly, If after admonitions and inviratiot 
thou |-veſt in the negle& of this duty, - d:/#. thou wot git 
uf tos much ground 0 fear, that thou art no true Chriſtian 
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neg] will — — ve | Chia dur 

J tocall forbearano may rather make chee 2 to 
be none at all. Fot hat haſt thou to plead. on thy onn 
behalf 7 The greateſt argument of cb Chriſtianity uw 


yaUr ; thy being baprized : but this was done in thy infancy, 
nd who. knows, chercher thou ſtand'ſt to ig or nat, if 


I hou wilt not publickly own that thou deft fo? If ic 
Was che wag nay that when a Father is liſt- 
ed into an Army, he id ſer.down the names of his 
Song alſo, there to Rand till they came co fixreen years 
of age, at which time they were to goin and wrice theic. 
own names, ot elſe to be caſhiered; if, they, when they 
ate come to theſe; YEATS, ſhould refuſe tagive in their 
names, doe they not bereby ſhew that they haxe no 
mind to be Soldiers à And is ĩc nota queſti | 
chou owneſt Chriſt, Jeſus for thy Captain if thou wilt 
det make thy appearance with the reſty/ at times y- 
—— fot the acknowledgement of thy relation to 
bim? If he King ſhould — all chat ner. of 


ige in a Town, to come tothe Market-place, and theres. © 


ale the Oath of Allegiance, if they would be held for 
good Subjects, how would they be lookt upon, who 
ſhould ſtay away and reſuſe to do it? Nom have I no 
before ſneyn, hom exprefſſe che command of Chriſt is to 
all his Diſciples, chat, beſide all other duties, bang 
rightly prepared, thay thould celebrace this nes 
in remembrance/of/him, as an evidence and 

their relation to, gg communion With him? — 
cen we bold them fot true Diſciples that reje 
ſleight it? But here give me! leave, acco 


| to 
4 promiſe, to meet with to or three Objections againſt | 


the performance of this duty, before I come to give Dir © 


rections for it. 
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Sicraments are not to be accounted vain, becauſe 
Externalli. - + 


NY 
l. 9%; PFchips then ſome in the firſt place may ay 
u bat need have we of ſuch outward ſh: dows and 
ceremonies, ſo long 4s we have the (ub#ance,Chriſt himſelf, 
and doe truly believe in bim? What good can ze get by ſuch 
exierna'l ſervices as theſe ? Theſe are low beggarly rhin 
not ſuited to theſe more ſpirituall times of the Goſpel. 2 
Though I have before ſaid enough to this, yet bes 
cauſe there are thoſe who confidently talk at this tate 
and are very buſie in perverting common people, I ſhall 
ſay ſomething farcher by way of anſwer to it. 
- Anſ, 1. And fiiſt I would demand of you, who is fits: 
reſt to be Judge in this caſe, what you ought to do, a 
hat not? Are you Servants, ot are you your own Ms 
ſters, ? Came the word of Ged forth from you? Was Chi 
ſian Religion ſomething of your deviſing, that yall 
may frame ic, ard appoinc the duties of it as you ſh 
ſee belt? O came this word to youonely ? Did he whores 
vealed ir to the world priviledge You, to pick ind ch 
ſome duties & omit others, as you ſaw good ? If you ſay 
yes pray produce your licenſe and let us ſee it; for ug 
find no ſuch thing recorded in that Word which we 4 
acknowledge to come from God. And if you have gat 
any private orders contrary theretg, give us ſufficient 
evidence to prove them of divine authority, andithe 
we ſhall be ſile nt. But till then ic- muſt needs be a& 
counted ftr«nge impudence, for filly worms to quariſ 
wich.che \infticucions of infinite wiſdome. For iF God 
authority may be regarded,rather than the fond ophi jon 
ob proud and giddy men, we need not be to ſeck hit to 
* 
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thac which was ſet up by Chriſt and his 
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do ĩn this matter, Chriſt having ſopliinly nded 
us, co do this in remembrance of him, as I have before 
ſhewed. „ 
2. And ſince there is ſuch a command, I wonder hom 
it can be accounted an unprofitable thing to obey it #Is 
there no profic in pleaſing .God ? And can we pleaſe 
him any other way, than by obeying his commands ? 
Let the matter of the command be what it Will, if we 
know it be given us hy God, thet's warranc enough for 
our practice, & ground for our expectation of benefit by 
it, though we could not much ſee the reaſon of the thing 
in icſelf abſtracted from the command, (though hete the 
caſe is otherwiſe, as I bave alſo before manifeſted. ) 
3. If any ſhould ſay we now lie under no obligation 
to this duty, let them ſheyy where Chriſt's command to 
his Diſciples is repealed, or where there ische leaſt in- 
timation given, that there was a time to come when it 
ſhould be out of date, and ceaſe to oblige our Conſei- 
ences. Nay, ate we not taught there Was no ſuch time 
to come? For do we not find the reaſon and end of 
this Ordinance aſſigned to be ſuch, as will make it ne- 
ceſſary to the laſt day? And this to prevent all exce- 
ption plainly expreſt; Hereby you ſben forth Chriſts death 


till become, 1 Cor. 1 f. 26. 


4. Do not they bo tell us the Sacraments are but 
ſhadows, and therefore now to ceaſe, hereby ay 2 


new diſpenſation of the Goſpel, purer and higher, than 
les, after 
the ceaſing of the Leviticall worſhip? For long after 
this we find Bapriſme and the Lords Supper in uſe. 
Waerefore if they are now to be laid afide, is ir not bes 
cauſe chat was but an infant-ſtace of the Church, vhere- 
in ſuch ceremonies were requiſite, which are now need- 
leſle,ir being grown to greater maturicy, and che mem- 
bers engaged to be mote ſpiricuall, and taken off fraqy a 
* O 3 thoſe _ 
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thoſe carnall ſervices,” wherein! ſuch meawperſowey 
the Apoſtles and their followers were converſant ? B¼ 
do not they notoriouſly violate truth, as well as mode 
ſty, Who tell us this? Do we either in the Old Teſta⸗ 
ment or New, meet with any Prophefies, that intimal: 
to us a new diſpenſation, or different way ef prderi | 

q 


the Chriſtian Church, after Chriſt had fully eftabli 
it > We find ſuch frequently as to the Jewiſh Ceret 
nes, but no where, that I knore, relacing ts any Laws 
Orders that Chriſt hach appointed. And none, I Hep 
will ſay” dur Sacraments were like them, of a cypicalt 
nature, and ſo ro ceaſe by the coming ia, and accou 
pliſnment of ſomewhat which they ſiguified. Fhoug 
the fitſt Diſpenſation under Aoſes vis imperfect, yet 
where are we allowed to find fault wich the ſecond in 
troduced by Chriſt? Is not this Goſpel : ſtate the Ki 
dome thzt cannot be moved, in oppoſition oh 
Jewiſh Rice of chings, which was ſhaken and removed 
as we may ptobably interpret, Heb. 12. 26527. Where 
fore they who would make us believe, that in theſe 
tet days the Church is to be reformed, not onely from 
the corfuptions men brought in, but from the Ordinat 
ces which Chriſt ſet up, what do they but trouble us, by 
endeavouring to pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt? 
prozching too neat to thoſe, whom the Apoſtfte ſo vehes 
mently pronouuceth accurted. Ga. 1. 9. Thoſe indeet 
would have brought in cuſtomes which Chriſt had abro® 
gired, and theſe would abrogate ſuch as he hath os 
dained ; and when we remember who ordained the- 
it may ſufficiently awe us from ſleighting them, tho 
they may ſeem but leſſer matters, and, as it were, up 
pendages to Religion, And it ſhould make alt ſob 
Cbtiſtians the more afraid, of hearknigg after any new 
and more ſpirituall Diſpenſations of che Goſpel, when! 
we remember the unſpe akable miſchief, Which ch 
I "  "#* © ground 


eraindleſſe preteiite hath-dione ;-\and my do cih 
Church. Under tiiis not ĩon the Familiff; vent theirhars 
rid fancies; and even Mahner himfelf mide uſe bf rhix 
pretence, hen be firſt ſer up in the world: And ſo 
man that hath a mind to advance ſume ne M way, bie 
he can find no ground for in/the Goſpel, may | 
that it is ſomerhing higher and more excellent than 
Chtiſt t fic at ſitſt to teveal; but now in theſs laſt 
days he bach ſent bim as his Meſſenger to publiſh. it 0 
the world. And as well may we hearken to any ſuck 
Impoſtour, as to thoſe cho tell us, that though, it's tyue, 
Chriſtians at rhe firſt were Baptized, and received che 
Lord's Supper, yet now we have nothing to doe with 
theſe things, being arrived to a more perfect Race than 


they were acquainted with. Ne 

5. How unreaſonable is ic, that they ſhould 
thoſe things which ſo well agree together, and mutu- 
ally promote eactrother ? whilſt they ſay they believe 


in Chriſt, and cherefom regard not this piece of out- 
ward'ſervice. But I wonder here they find, thit faith 
in Chrith may excuſe a mem from teceiving the Sacra - 
meat : ſhould chunk ĩt rather engaged him toit. Farte 
be it from mie to prefle this duty, as thit which will give 
menthe leaſt diſpenſation to neglect any other; nay; 
I hope3I have ſufficiently ſhewed all along, that I preſſe 
it as à ſtrong obligation, motive, and help to hol ineſſe; 
both of heart and life. Hicher ſhould men come purs 
poſely to exerciſe and ſtrengthen their graces; aud 
thetefore it's' 2 moſt ſooliſh thing to ſay they have gor 
grure in their heatts; and will theteupon ſay aways Tf 
youbelteve in Chriſt;come bicher and profeſſe that you 
doſorfor fo he hath bidden you to do: and be not ſori-, 
diculous as to ſay; becauſe you havefaich therefore you 
mitt notin this manner-profeſſe1c. If à King ſhould 
command- all his Subjects that would go to ſuch a 
ao O 4 Warce, 
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Warre, to come and ſet down their Names, and aſu 

wards come and anſwer to them at a Muſtering, would 
it not be a wiſe piece of buſineſſe, for any of them to ſay 
he would fight in the Warre, and therefore he -weuld 
not have his Name ſet down, vor appear with the refbag 
the times of Muſtering ? And is: ĩt mot much hat 
lame, fot any to pretend they I keep covenant iu 
Cotiſt, and cherefore will not make or rene it int J 
ſolemn manner be hath commanded? What? wilt tho 
ſay thou loveſt Chriſt, and art fincerely thankfull f 
bis love, and therefore wile not joyn with thy fello 
Ch iſtians, in the remembrance of his mercy and e 
pteſfion of thy gratirude ? Does this ſound like res 
ſon'? And yet no better is to be found in thy obje 
Rion, Might not the Apoſil:s farre better have ſaid, 
they needed not the help of this Sactament, to put them 
io mind of Chriſt, who was ever freſh in their thoughti 
But on the conrary, becauſe he was ſo much in rhelt 
thoughts, therefore-were they ſo frequent in this duty 
And was thy ſpiric like theirs, thy practice would not 
be ſo con:rary., And let me tell thee farther, it's * 
to be feared, thou haſt little ot no grace at all, 
ſleighteſt any way that Chriſt hath ordained, for the ins 
creaſe of grace. A wiſe man uſeth not to ſay, I enjoy my 
hezl:h well, and cherefore I care not for my food, ſineꝶ 
this is the means for continuance: of his health. But it 
ſeeme thou denieſt, that thou canſt get any good by 
this Ordinance, wherefore 9g. 

6. In the next place let me ask thee, Do'ſt thay 
imagine chy ſelf arrived to the utmoſt pitch of perfed 4 
on ſo thit thou lookeſt upon all means and Ordinances 
as things helow thee ? If ſo, I cannat now ft and to them 
there. the pride and ignorance of this conceit, hic 
both ſo great, that it danger thou wilt not he conyin- 
ced of either. But waſt thou indeed ſo excellent a ered 
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ſhould' ſt not imagine, — above the exerciſe 

of grace, ot returning thanks for hat then 3 
ved) and even theſe reaſons way bring thee to the 

I am now. pleading for. Or if this be none of thy coi 

ceit, do ſi thou imagine that the ſoul can get tio good 
by excernal] means, which work upon the ſenſes ? It 
this be thy opinion, thou ſeemeſt not to conſidet, the na- 
ture and frame of man in this preſenc ſtate, wherein 
dodily things do ſo mightily affect him, and he is 
beholden to his ſenſes for all, or almoft all the knoyy- 
ledge which he hath, By chis reaſon men could 
noching by — bearing, which is contrary to all 
experience. y this reaſon in the time of the Law 
do good was to be got by thoſe Ceremonies, that opt 
fied Cbriſt to come, which is a very bold „und 
molt unreaſonable; and I hope the clearer repreſencs- 
tions of bim, and his benefits in our Sacraments, bave 
much che advantage of thoſe darker ſhadows. * 
7. Is it not very great impudence and ingratitude, 
when Chriſt hath choſen to deal with us in ſuch a ſenſi- 
ble manner, as he ſaw moſi ſuitable to out natures, for 
us thereupon to call his wiſdome and goodnefle in que 
ſion, hen he calls us to offer our bodies, as well as 
ſouls to him, and to glorifie him-both with ſoul 8 body, 
ſhall we ſay be cares not for bodily ſervice, and there- 
upon neglect all choſe ſervices, wherein the body is 
employed? And when he out of indulgence to cur 
weakneſſe, hath provided externall-helps meet for us, 
ſhall we think our ſelves too high for them? Is not this 


moſt vile pride and ingraticude ? And confider, whae- 


ever we dare to ſpeak in diſpiragement of Chriſts Or- 
dinances, a« if they were empty ufeleſſe things, will be 
found to reflect foully upon the honour of Chriſt bim- 
ſelf the Law-giver, 
8. Where 


= a wegen fade — 
Chrilts time, complsining of their — bs 


denſome,unproficadle things? Afterwards indeed whi 
they were maintained in oppoſition to Chriſt, wh⁰ 
they led to, and ended in; they are call & beggatiy k 
ments, and carnall Ordinancss ; but we het not of this: 
language before. Though then —— 26 7 
po 1 very little regard to them, compared 10 thif 
ſuhſtantial duties of the moral Laws yet when 
id we of any of the godly is choſe dalet that desde 
r diſuſed them? And what is our bondage forer thaw 
theirs ? Hath Chriſt put a yoke. upon his Diſciples hes 
vier than that he took off 3- and hat do they bettet 
than ſay thus, who throw off bis gracious inſtitutiom, * 
a burdan too heavy for them to bear? | 
9. Methinks this is ſo like the language of Infidel 
that all who have any minde to be thought Chriſtiaus 
ſhould abhor ics What wonder would it be for in Ini 
del to laugh at Baptiſme, or the Lords Suppet, if he 
ſhould ſee chem adminiſtred, and ask what good Was co, 
be got from waſhing with water, or receiving # little 
Bread and Wine? But for one who pretends to ow: 
the authority of Chriſt, to ſpeak after the ſame manter 
ſeems ſomething ſtrange. If God give a command ti 
walh in Jordan for the cure of a Leproſie, it be- cem 
none but an Heathen Naaman, to ask whether Aba 
and Pharphar Rivers of Dam ſcus are not as good as the 
Waters of Hrael. And he diſcovers little more — | 
on, who ſhall ſawcily demand, why Bread and mn * 
his own. Table will not do his ſoul as much good 282 
the Sacrament. 14% 
10, I would fain know of theſe Men, whether ( ariſt 
had power to zppoint an Ordinance of this linde, td 
the uſeof-which, Chtiſtians in all ſucceading Gene } 
tions ſhould be oblig'd? if they gran he bad, as I fü 
| pale. 
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bot dehie it den ter then ny whet'he © 
ould ba ve Iild or done mote to tay chi obligation 


on them, the h hath done 1 rhe preſemt ea 1 

giin they finde fault with the nuture of this Orchinanes, 

28 if it was not ſuited to de pertuil, becuuſe of its un- 
profitable neu, let them tell wen it begun tb be fo 
Was it ffbch che firſt inſtitutton ? or aſter᷑ 8 certain 
time ? If from the beginning, whar was it urdained for? 
why would Chriſt fer up is Otdinance that was good 
for nothing ? Aud why were the Diſciples ſo frequent 
in it? If afterwards, let them name the time, and 
give the reuſon of its degeneracy. But fitth&, wis 
Chriſt able to fake this Sicriment profitable to thoſe, 
who ſhould conſcienciouſſie ittend upom it? The 
ſay be was nor, muſt not tt it ff to be thought Lu 
dels: bur if ic tbe! Wa then ler them aſe 
ſome rei ſon why he would aor, of rarher let therithe 
wherein he hach been winitids to ir to make it ſ pt 
able: If theſe fault · findets i gie have been at the firſt 
appoinrment hereof, What 1 Made of one would they 
have had it, chat it might have been môre uſe full than 
now they judge it is? Is it not the death of Chriſt here 
fer out before dur eies ? ind my not thi iti ſome ſort 
affect us, ſuppoſioug we ko the deſigu of It, as well 
u diſcourſes that terch our eite d may nor this awake 
us ro Hvelie thoughts of Cbriſt, of the tesſon und ends 
of his deith, and quicken us to the exeteĩſe of repens = 
cance and f2irh, and ſtir ut up ro defire after fim, and tj 1 
thankfulnefle for his love? and when dur fouls, are 
wroughbt into fo gogd a frame, may we not feaſotjabl) 
expect larger communications of grace from that overs. 
flowing Fountain of goodneſſe, who requires not hig 
more chan a tight diſpoſition in us, that we may made "I 
pattakers of his bounty. Not to mention How fit a way - 
this is, for-the conferrivg a righr to, and giving aſſu: 


poſe they dare 


2 
3, 
* "i 
* 


Er rr rere 


trance 


- & 


L = os ** 
> O08 7 


3 p * a 


rance of relative and ſuture priviledges. 


64,5. 5 4.8 
11. Befides the Example of choſe in the firſt ages ct 
the Church, me thinks che daily experience of the ger 
neraliry of ſober Chriſtians, may abundancly copfure 
this conceit, that there is no good to be got by frequent 
ing the Lords Table; were theſe demanded one by ou 
whether they had not found the contrary, I believe the 
molt of them would profeſſe they had; though through 
their own fault they would acknowledge, they had not 
hereby proficed ſo much as they might. - How many 
poor ſouls have come hicher heavy and dull, and have 
gone away enlivened ? How many have come de jected 
and ſad, and have gone away refteſht, and chear'd, and 
have long after enjoyed the benefic of chis dury ? Bur if 
they who make this objeRion, never found any ſuch 
thing, it would ſpeak more modeſty and juſtice too, ta 
lay the blame on themſelves, rather chan on che means 
which Chriſt hath afforded them. ; 
12. Laſtly, I would defire all chat are impartial to 
conſidet, how plainly God bath witneſt againſt this ſort 
of Men, who are the chief Patrons of chat opinion 1 
ſe, in ſuffering them to be ſo infatuated and beſot- 
din their own minds; that, whilſt they have impu- 
dent ly dat d to reje& the Ordinances of Chriſt as need+ 
lefle things, they chemſelves have doted upon the moſt 
ridiculous in conſiderable trifles, 28 if they were matter: 
of ſome huge conſequence. Have not thoſe very men, 
who cry down the Lords Supper and Baptiſme, of ode 
ſort ot other, deſide many other duties, as formal things 
yet with a great deal of eatneſtneſſe call'd upon us t 
ſay, tn rather than you, to a ſingle perſon, not to cuil 
Men aſter, nor to put off our Hats one to another 
with 2 multitude the like fopperies ? Theſe it ſeems” 
are ſubſtantial things which they have deviſed, t 
Chriſts own appointments are empty and corel A 
| 4 
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are without one) to ler the World know — 

from God, that none who are conſiderative might be 
endangered by their deluſions ? And ler this ſuffice fot 
anſwer to the firſt ObjeRion, :whercon I have been the 
larger, in that it is of ſuch ill conſequenoe, and hath 
too farre ſpread it ſelf among giddy unſtable people. 
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CHAP, XIII. 


Ateinſt too ſeldome communicating in the Sacramene. 


2. Obj, IN the next place ſome may ſay, e bave al- 
ready received the Sacrament, and ſabave ſatis- 
fied the — of Chrift, and therefore may — 


from it for the futurt. 
I ſhould ſcarce have dreame of ſuch an-Odjeftion, 
had I not heard ir us d; but to diſpatch it inewo words. 
I. I have before acknowledg'd that Chriſt hach not 
told us how frequently, or how oft in our lives we muſt 
perform this duty, bur yet we may learn from the words 
of the Apoſtle; 1 Cor. 11. 26. That it is co be done 
more than once: for ſaith he, eAs often ate cat, Cn. 
i.e. every time that you eat · And then I have ſhew d 
you what was the ptactiſe of the firſt Chriſtians, which 
may well hold che place of arule in this caſe, Where- 
fore you ought to obey the InjunRion of your Paſtoug, 
ſo oft as he (hall in prudence, think meet to call yon to 
the Lords Table, ſince you have ſo much reaſon for obe: 
dience, and none to alledge for your refuſal. 
2. And in che next place, pray tell me, bad you any 
reaſon for this duty when you firſt perfotm d ic? you'l 
—- ſay no, Iſuppoſe, and if you had any, then I ashy 
the ſame-reaſon does ror Rill continue? If it 77 
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255 theteto ? Have you nor 125 ſame — 


which may here be ſupplied, as well as you had chen? g 
Is not the death of Chriſt as well worcby your remem⸗ 
brance nom as formerly ? and if you heretofote receiv» 
ed any advantage by what you did, me thinks you 
ſhould be che more inclin'd to hold on therein. Buß 
here perhaps ſome may reply, putti og the objeRion in 1 
nother ſhape, chat they have often attended on this 
Ocdinance, and yet have faund 10 advantage by ity 
and therefore being our of heart and hope, are readie to 
chrom it quite off. To ham I anſwer, j; 
1. If it be thus indeed, you have great reaſon to ac- 
knowledge the fault. ĩs your own, Ficker jou have * 
been ſo diligent in your preparations as you ogfght ; 
elle you. have been careleſſe afterward, thinking you 
had done when the work was over, 4s if no more was! 
required to makeaSacramene ſtrengthning to your ſouls, 
than to make food nouriſhing to your bodies; barely ta 
receive it, and there's an ed; when as there is a ſeri- 
ous conſidetation of what you have done, and a con- 
Ranc warchfulne(s.afterwards,neceſlary to make ir bes} 
neficical to you, as I may have occaſion to ſhew anon. 
And eſpecially ſee that you give not, a kinde of allo 
ance to ſome ple aſant fin or oꝛher, which you are hard- 
lie willing ta be quite delivered from; ſuch a ſecret 
pattial cberiſhing of any luſt hate vet, will be ſure 0 
keep you low and barren, and render ill means unpre 
ficable. And thus is it alſolike to be with you; if you 
are ſveallowed up in wordly buſineſſes, ot do too ſwe 
lie reliſh any ſenfible enjoyment, py | f 
2. You who complain you can get nothing by: 84 
craments, will ſay the ſame, I ſuppoſe, by other meat l 
and duties; and will you therefore caſt off theſe ch] 
will you lay aſide heating and praying upon this pl 
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3. But farther, I would haue you beware: 

kiog your ſelves, imagining that you proſit uo 
you do. And therefore conſider what your | 
ons have been, and what you have found. Perhaps you 
have expected great joys; and us it were, ſeuſible afſuv | 
rances of Gods love, andxo be afteryard freed from all 
troubles and doubtings d or you have expected a perfeft 

freedome ftom ſome troubleſome temptations wheres? 

wich you uſæ to be haunted, and from the very ſirſt mos 

tions of ſin in your ſelves, and becauſe you havefoury 

none of chia in choſe meaſures you looke for, therefore 
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t you conciudt you have mer with nothing ꝰ But this is 

no right arguing : for theſe ate priviledges that you may 
go wirhoarcall your days, and yer thrive under the 
means too; and therefore by them you cannot judge ot 
„pour proſiting: But if you can find the ſtrength of "fits | 
broken, and yqur heart more ſet againſt it, and you #fe «| 
. more thoroughly perſwaded: to comply with che whole 
will of God; being firmly reſolved to eloſe to him 
co the laſt, diſcovering more and mote the emptineſſe 

of all creatures, and his alſufficiency, being more pre- 
vilently and ſteadily bent to chuſe him as your onely 
portion, if it be ſo, you may be ſure you grow in grace, 
end ate bettered by the means you enjey, and may 

be therefore encouraged to continue in the uſe} of 

5 them. 9 wa | | 


4. Bur haſtty, however ir be with you, yet be 5 2 
pitient and conſtant in doing your work, and then lea s? 

the even ro God. Wherein upon examination e 
finc you have been wanting to your ſelves; be m 5 
earefull for the future, in the due preparing and man- 


ging of your own hearts, and ſo wait upon God in his ass 
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wich is moſt needfull for you, and which God hach pve 
2 miſed to give, chiefly after grace, and ſecondarily afie 
comfort, reniembring all you have is to come fromthe” 
free mercy of a wiſe God, ro whom you mult refetreig 
 Whar meaſures of cheſe you ſhall receive, and how ſoo 
ic ſhall be. Oely, I ſay, let it be your buſineſſe quierly 
to Wait bis leiſure, in the uſe of choſe means be har ; 
—— you, for which I might give many reaſons 
ut I ſhall wave all, onely demanding of you, whert 


thoſe ſpirituall bleſſings you ſo earneſtly long after are 
worth the waiting for ? If you ſay, no, you deſerve ti 
go for ever without them: but ir you grant they are, then 
ay tell me, whether is it more likely to attain them 
by waiting in that way wherein they are to be found 
or by turning out of it? This, J hope, is no difficy 
caſe to reſolve. If your friend be gone a journey, 
you have a mind to meet him upon his return, are y 
not mote likely to meet with him, by holding on ſtill ig 
that road which he'll be (ure to come, than hy going 
back again, or turning to ſome by path, meerly to gra- 
tiſie your lazineſſe ot impatience ? Wherefore, hei 
your hopes are at che loweſt ebbe, it is moſt unreaſonas 
ble and tooliſh,ro cry wich that wicked King, i bold 
we wait on the Lord any longer; there is no hope, mberefori 
Jet us le ve our duties, and caſt aſide all. Be ſure there ij 
no hope in ſuch a courſe as this, but rather à cettaintj 
of periſhing, whereas if there be ſafety in any way, iris 
in an obedienc patient depeadance upon God, yea, in 
this way there is certain ſafety; embrace it therefore a 
r wiſeſt, your onely courſe. Do but ſee that ya 
waic-for the Lord, and efſure your ſelves you ſhall a 
be aſhamed, your eyes ſhall not always fail. mn 
che Pſalmiſts frame, Pſal. 130, 5, 6, To wait: for WW 
Lord mire than they that watch for the morning, and: { 


leng:h (hail the Lord munifeſt himſelf to che joy e * 
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The Objettion of «nfirneſſe anſverel. As wipuſed ty tht 
1 doubting and the coreliſe. | 


3 . Ome again there are, and choſe not a fewy' 
that will be ready to ſay, They find ibm. 
ſerves unfit for the Sacrament, and therefore dare not came; 
leaſt it prove to their burt; rather tban to their advantage. 
Several{ ſorts of perſons; may upon different grounds: 
raiſe this objection. Fitſt, the ſincere and humble Chri- 
ſtian, mhoſe ſoul is in the dark, and through ignorance 
of himſelf; or not conſide ting the tenout of the Cove= 
nant, aud through the prevalency of temptation or me- 
lancholy, he may without reaſon condemn himſelf, uas 
if his eſtate wis worſe than it is. To theſe I have ſomes» 
thing to ſay. | n 
1. Why is ic, you judge your ſelves-unfir for this 
Ordinance. ls it becauſe you are not ſo qualified as L 
have before ſhe vn all Communicauts ought to ba? 1 
im confident, upon a true enquityʒ you will find the 
comrary : Wherefore be not haſty and raſh in pa ſing 
a cenſure upon your ſelves, as if you were reſglvedto 
comply with, the deſign of Satan to keep you in ortet: 
but examine. things ſoberly, and without paſſion, up 
then give juagement upon your ſtate according to ttus 
evidence. If you be found faichfull Diſciples, and un- 7 
feigned lovers of Chriſt, you will grant your ſelves mer? N 
to come to thit Feaſt which is made for ſuch. Tell ue 
then in one word; Ate you not from your very ſoulsg. 6 
willing thit Chriſt ſhould be your Sviour, and rake his- 
o vn courſe wich you; to bring = to God en 1 
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. more upon than this, even 22 — 
Jeſus Chrift ? would you not account the aſſurance; 
this a richer mercy," than to be made owners of ul 
whole world > Yea, would you” not give # thouſat 
ſuch worlds as this, if you bad chem, for the love" 
God in Chtiſt? Is nor, this it which lies heavieſt up 
your ſpirits, and makes you walk ſo ſadly, even the fei 
leaſt youare without true grace, and ſhould go with 
God and Chriſt for ever? And yet can the Devil ſo bi 
fool you, as to perſwade you all this while that you low 
not God? Have you got any thing here below mote c 
to you than his favourꝰ Do you rake delight in any cout 
that you know ĩs diſpleaſing to him? Do you not le 
to be made more conformable to him? To know and 
love and enjoy him more, and do him better ſervice 
the world > Would it not be the great joy of your ſoul 
always to walk cloſely with him, and retain. are 
ſenſe of his preſence and all his excellencies upon you 
minds? To converſe with him more feelingly and pow 
eſfuily, and in all your approaches to him, to be fil 
with a ſuirable reverence, humilicy, ſeriouſneſſe, a 
all holy affections? Would any ching pleaſe you mo 
than topleaſe your God ꝰ Are you not then beſt at ei 
hen you find your hearts moſt enlarged, and carrie 
out after him? Had you not rather be following aftet 
God in the ways of holineſſe, and the duties of Relig? 
on thanto enjoy all che pleaſures and metriments 
ſenſuall ones 2 Is there any duty from which yo wal 
be diſpenſed wich? Any command that you would ha 
aboliſht?' Had nor you infinirelyiracher your heart 
brought up to che fulleſt compliance with it? Have 
any luft-which you would fain be allowed to keep ; 
it a trouble to you, that you muſt patt with your fiat. 

elſe be damned for them? Ot tather, is it not your 
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ein 5, "Avid i you had that time 
would you — life of the g 
fore ſuch a life of fanning; And is not your « ſoul'alt 
burdened wich choſe remnants of corruption which you 
yet feel inryour ſelves > Do you npr-Ririve a them, 

and earnciilie defire to be rid of them? 1d you 

not iccount it a bleſſed priviledge, to be mote free 8 
ignorance, pride, earthlineſſe, diſtruſt, ſelf· will, dull 
neſſe and diſttactions ĩn holy ducies ? Would not a de- 
llxecance from theſe be more welcome chan to be freed 
from any out ward afflictions you may lie under? All 
you that ate ſincere (aud to ſuch only I am now ſpeaks 
10g): cannot but acknowledge chat the frame of 

ſoul is ſuch, as I have been enquiring after, Lond 


harſhlie ſoever, you may conclude of your ſelves not- 
michſtanding, And if ſuch.as you, that love God und 
bolineſſe, hate fin, and are humbled for it, have not 
; | right co the promiſes of mercy through Chriſty I wonder 
who have? Why cherefore will you nor come to receive 
the ſe al to thoſe promiſes which do ſo evident ie belong 
to you or none ? But after all perhaps you crie you 
cannot believe, and therefore date not come __ 
dis is a Sacrament provided for believers i | 
| This objection, I ſuppoſe; ariſeth lie Dom 
your miſtake of the nature of ſaving faith · Wherefore 
'F cell me, I pray, what do you mean when you ſay, you - © 
cannot believe, Do you not reallie believe, that che 
wicneſſe which the Scripture gives of Cbriſt. is true 
Whatever temptations you may have to infideſitæ; 
is nor this the prevalent perſmaſion of your mi — 
„that eſus Chriſt is the true Meſſiabby whom the fallen 
World is to be recovered out of irs ruines > Do'you” 
nor believe him furniſhe wich 1 power n 
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to accompliſn this deſign. Do you not 1 
death was ſufficient for the tanſome of the 
all other truths concerning him that you finde eile 
in the Goſpel ? And then are you not reſolved that thi 
Jeſus ſhall be your Saviour, and none but he? De 
you nat from your hearts acknowledge your ſelves mi 
(erable, loſt creatures, altogethet unable to reſtore 
ſelves, or to do any thing that may ſarisfie Gods julie? 
ar in it ſelf deſerve recompence or acceptance? St 
that you are convinc'd, if ever you are ſav'd it muſt bi 
through Chriſt; And are you not earneſtlie deſitous off 
this above all things, that God for his Son's ſake would! 
pardon and ſave you? Yea, more than that, are you 
not fincerelie willing that Chriſt ſhould rule in your 
hearts, and guide you by his ſpirit, and frame you a0 
cotding to his will Do you nor accompt his comma 
holy, juſt and good And do you nor deſite ſtreng 
from him yout head co obe y them, and to conquer al. 
temptations from wichin and without that would dr 
you aſide & Do you not believe the: promiſes which 
he hath made, and the threatnings whith he bath des. 
nounc'd, to be certainly true And do you not deſire 
more, that you may have a ſhare in theſe-promiſes, tha 
enjoy any created good? And do you not fear his reals 
ned wrach, more than any outward ſufferings Is i 
thus with you, as I am confident it is, and yet will you 
cry out, that you cannot believe? What can you ck 
lieve >- Why, alas l you cannot believe you ſhall ever; 
be ſav'd by Jeſus Chriſt, Is that ic then which y 
belief onlie Ricks at ? Bur ſuppoſe it does, you arena 
therefore preſently Unbelicvers in Scripture- tile ot 
God's account. For this is:not that which is ſo mu 
preft upon you: obſerve well che language of the G 
ſpel: ich un thus, Believe in Chriſt and thou ſhalt 
{aved; not Believe that th » ſbalt be ſaved by Cbriſt. T 
| 6 0* 
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of thy own particular bappineſſe, as may very m 


enjs | 


10 bo iccoptitcbor Chiiſ; thit thou i ' 


ved by him, Aud yet wethinkz, If thou 


well, thou maiſt be fais d to ſuch wel no 5 


conquer theſe donbrings and feirs, which thou com- 


plalueſt of under rbe name of undelief. For let me 


ix the ſeriohſlie, why is ĩt thou c inſt pot be hk 
ſhalc*be ſaved by C7 It is bet, 1 Ke, beczüfe 
thou doubteſt of the ſufficiencie' af his lik Gies, bl bf 
of the truth of his promiſes, or the graciouſpeſſe bf Hs 
nacure. ' For att thou not fullie pet faded that NY 
ſave all thoſe who trulie believe in him? I'm 

doubt but thou art: wherefore hence it is plain, 15 
thy fears of periſuing atiſe from an opinion, that 

art not i true Believer. But this from hy own ack 
tedamencs; I hade made evident that thou ire, 

thow believeſt Mat Chriſt is the' only Saviour e of Man: 
kind, and art as willing he dheuld take awty Uhr Pe. 
from tho, as prevent wtath from falling falling — 
So chat it is rather fer want of 1 let Ks 

thy. felt, than fr wine of Faith" id che promiſes,” i 
thou cant fo hardly believe thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
Wherefore once agiin I agk thee, art thou not willing, 
that Chriſt ſhould deliver thee, both ftom the dominion 
and condemnation af ſin? If rhou' are, and wilt ſhew 
u, dy uſing the neat he hath afforded for chis end, then 
be aſſured, thou arr a rrue believer, and as ſuch ſhalr be 
ovn'd and crown'd by the Lord that bought thee. 
therefore with great alacritie come along with thy fe 
lows, to the thankful remembrance of char ecernal re- 


demption obtain d for you, by the blood which ratified Y 


che everlaſting covenant berwixt God and hilt peaple,” © 


2. What ever your weakneſles, 6otruptions, remip- © | 
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Know. got but this may be the means, which. G50 
bleſs for che remgvali of chem. Aud take hi 


certain truth, whilt you have no fin, but whar nal 
burden of, your ſoul, and which you labour and lang 
be freed from, you bave no ſin chat makes you;w 
for the Sacrament :, hay more, this yout fenſe- of 
makes, you rightly fitted for it. Ang chen there is li 
ground of douht, 34/40 the fears apdfaduefle yon c 
labqur:under, ox any cempracipns ich yybich you n 


your ſelves upon any of theſe accqunesunmeet for your 
bu. Table: For you mult rememberhe never. 

chis the qualification of his gueſis,tharthey ſhould com 
Wanting nothing, but he calls hithet the neceſſitous 
ſupplie cheit wants. Vou come not hither only to 
thankfull for what you have received, but to receive firs 
cher hat yout (oulsRand inineed of. Tou would thit 
he argyed. at 4 very filly rate that ſhould tell you, you 
muſt not go to: feaſt till your hunger was ſatisſied, not 
come to the Fit till you ate warm: and yet no bettel 
is the lophiſtiy of Sꝛtan whereby he would perſꝶ ad 
you, that whilſt you ſeel ſo many imperfections cles 
to you, and lię under ſuth. great doubtingt, you mul 
ſtay any from che Sacrament 3 ben 2 this is on 
means appointed by God for your relief: bere's boch 
phyſ ck and food adminiſtred te the ſick and fainting 
And God mayt ke this ſeaſon of revealing himſelf to 
You, and ſatisſyingehoſe doubts which you could no os” 
ther way get rid of. Thus hatb it been wich mau 
ſoul, why may 1c not be ſo with you alſo p - | 
3. Pray tell me, norwichRanding all theſe faults 
which you finde with your ſelves, yet do you not hald 
on in the performance of other duties? To inſtance in 
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acceptable to God, your receiving, will be acceprabie 
alſo, Without a.dependance upon Chriſt the Medliar 
N reſolution to conform (oe ſelves co i 

will of your vety prayers will be loubſome; bu 

if theſe things porn u, all your feryices will be wel · 
pleaſing to him. Wherefore beware' of pretending ſo 
much gevetence for this Otdinance, and ſu much necef+ 
ſity of . preparation, that leaſt ybu ſhould not dæain 
your ſelves as you ought, you wilt wholly neglect in 
for ſure you cannot chink this according to your Maſters 
will, that you ſhould can away from your work for 
fear of ,mifcarrying in it. Nor pretend that this is of 
2 natute ſo much different from all other dutieb, that 
hilſt you; may de them you may not be admitted t 
this, fincey if you be ſincere and hearty in on, u 

as another, endeavouring to improve them to the end 
fat ich they were appointed, even to ger neeret to 
God thereby, be ſure you (hall be 4ccepred in all. 
Moreover bethink your ſelves what. you would have 
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dope: hid yoitliv'd in che fir ages of che Churchywhen = 


tbe Ohriſſians were wont for. the moſt part, at ex 
time of theit aſſemnbling, to have i Sacrament. W oul 
you chen have ordinarily with- drawn from them? Or 
would you not rather, have contemted your ſelves with 


that meaſure of preparation, that you had then been cg 
pable of making. Though, think not that I am this white - - 5 


encouraging you to lazineſſe, or to ruſh heedleſly and 
inconſiderately herenpon: no, be as diligent as ever 
you are able, to prepare your ſelves for ſo near an ap- 
proach to the great God; but yet be not ſo over · ſcrupu- 


lous as to keep back from the Ordinance, or make 


your coming leſſe profitable, through exceſſive fears, 
P 4- | 


8 
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| the; ſoul to God, Without a e 
the beſt qualiſic ation for 7 ind every other bauer 
mance. p 4 

4. Laſtly,one would think you of all perſons; 
net be guilty of refuſing your preſence hete, WH 
there is a commemoration. made of the love of yailip- 
ceareſt Lord. | ſpeak to jou that tte ſerious Chtiſtiaa 
well may others ſlight this duty, if you that lie undet᷑ iy 
great engagements to it, will be kept back by any Or 
dinaty pretences. Tou are ſuch that ate fomewh 1 
acquain: ed with the greatneſſe of that mercy,manifeſty: 
ed in the Redemption of che World, and will you 
— decained from ſhewing forth that Yeath, which pro 

ured it 2: You are perſons tender of your Maſter's hes 
— and ſenſible of your on duty: ſhew then tht 
you are ſo, by obeying his command, and preſerving the 
eſteem due co his ſacred Ordinances, by your conn 
reverent attending upon them. 
* Others there ate, that may complain of their * 
neſſe, who finde themſelves ar a loſſe in their pr 
rations for this duty, which yet they are very will 
to ſer about, and are deſirous of inſtructions for t 
right performance of it. For theſe eſpecially I have 
reſerved ſome Directions to which I ſhall come pte · 
ſenclie. | 

But chere are à third ſort, thoſe the worſt, and I fear. 
the moſt, who will confeſs they ate unfic for the Sacra - 
ment, and therefore will by no means be drawn toit 
but will tell you, though they are not fic now, yet heres* 
afcer they hope chey ſhall be; whilſtin the mean time 
there are no fgns of any preparation they make: or 
come to them one Moneth, or Year after another, fill: 
they ate in the ſame poflure, and uſe che ſame excuſes. | 
Now the very plain caſe of theſe perſons, I take cot 
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this; So md ze they have, that they 
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vinc'c no'murſoughr ho tg 1 
not firmly reſolved to forſatte his fins, and to become x 1 
new man; if before he have been a careleſſe lib et ud N 
yer their Conſciences tell them, that ſuch add ſuch Gigs. 
they are guiltie of; which they cannot endure to chinł 
parting wich, and ſuch and ſuch duties they believe, they 
ought to ſet upon, Which yet they have no mind to; and 
therefore ſo much modeſty they have, that they will not 
come to bind themſelves, to that which they ate not te⸗ 
ſolved to do and this while they fancy to themſeltes, 
that theĩtolſe is ſomething bettet, than if they ſhould go 
and make pr̃omiſes of amendment, and ſo6n after break 
them; and ate apt to conceit, that they ma as yet ſafe- 
ly cake ſome that mote liberty, than will be la full 
them, when"once- they have talen the Sacramett, 
whereby they imagine: they ſhould be Rrangely han 
pered, and tied to ſtrictneſſe which they have 
king to: But yet hereafter, when chey Hive tiff 
-F liccle more of the plea ſutes of the world, they intend 
dbetake themſelves to ſuch a coutſe, and then they be 
| confiancar Sactaments, and as devout 20 ma; be, this 
| hey promiſe to tbemſelves. I dare appeaf to the Cons 
ſciences of many, whether ſuch as theſe have not been 
- their thoughts. Reader, have they not been thy own 2 
And commonlie it is either tipling or wanronneſſe, or 
love to an idle and jolly life, and 2 liſtleſneſſe to all 
pains and dil igence in ſpitituall affairs, and à miſappre- *- 
benfion of ſerious holineſſe, as if ic was 2 moſt trouble- 
ſome rigid rhing, that are che ofCinarie cauſes of theſe, Je” 
| and moſt mens continuance at a diſtance from 'gadli $ 
neſſe, and make them ſo backwardtodevore themſefves © 
entirely to God, Now theſe I confefle-are not ro bes 
called immediately to the Sacrament, but ſeriouſly o 
be dealt wich in order to theit recoverie,from thoſe ſens 


ſual! 


cual inclinations, and wrerchedduluonsy whichnc 
2 unfic for, andaverſe;from it, touch purpak 
ſerve the former exhottations to Repentince and Faigh 
whereon I Raid ſo long. Onely I (hall here diſcay 
r two dangerous miſtakes, here with chey ſeeg 
milling to impoſe upon themſelves, and which chiefly 
binder che performance of their dur. 69) 
Ide firſt is, A conceic that, they may take. ſome king 
of liberty, for a looſe converſacion, before: they hayy 
bound themſelves to the contrary by the Sacrameny 
Which chereupon they are much more backward to. 
" Now fitſt I hall gcant, that hereby a farther obligay 
tion is laid upon them, to the greateſt waichfulneſle 4e 
gainſt (in, and to a faichfull. diſcharge of their duty 
God, in the whole of theic lives: and che wilfull viola 
tion of ſolemn engagements renders fin, mugh, 
hainous: Wherefore it hach been my cite all along: 
make you underſtand, that it ĩs not ſo much the berg 
er t I would perſwade jou to, as to get yell 
ouls imo a firneſle for the work, and to do ĩt in a gi 
manner. And once again let me warn you; as yen l 
your ſouls, not to come bither in love with your, ſims of: 
wichout reſolutions to turn from every evil way. Be it 
knownto you, God will be ſancliſied in thoſe that dram ned 
him, and will ſeverely puniſh irrevetence and profany 
rudeneſſe, in thoſe that pretend to his ſolemn worſhip 
and ſervice, as you may ſee in that terrible inſtance o 
N adab and eAbihs, Levit. 10. 1, 2, 3. And for-utwatgs 
thy Receiving of the Lords Supper, the Apoſtle tells thi 
Corinthians, For this very cauſe many were weak, and ſickly + 
amongſt them, and many faln aſleep, and becauſe they: - 
would not judge themſelves, therefore God judge 
them, 1 Cor. 11, 30, 31. He's an holy God, and cog $4 
mands all thoſe to be holy, that hope for accept anee in 
their approaches to him. And he's a God that ſeachel { 
ch? 
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4] the heart; ſo chat there's 0 hope of deceiving-hiitn. * 
N Wherefore ſtand off, all yon that haye In 00 per- N 
fiſt one moneth or week longer, in your tebelſſens - 
oxinſt the Soveraign Majeſty. Dare not to offer ſo greac 
an affront to him, as co thruſt in amongſt his ſube 
whilſt thou arc a reſolved traitout, as if thou would"! 
make a criall, wherber he could diſcern thee in thit 
croud. He's a jealous God, and will abt endurt to be ſo 
tempted; Aud ſooner or later be ſute, thy fin ſhall find 
thee out. If then thau diſlikeſt the holy Las and 
verument of Chriſt, take not an oath in « mockery chat 
thou wilt beifubje&co him, which beforehand thou in- 
tendeſt not tu keep. Here's no jeſting ordallying ; be- 
ire how thou playeſt wich edge-coolr. Thoſe” are ſe«- 
rious ching, wharefore eithet be ſerious and fintere 1 
thy medling wich them, or keep at a'diftance. Avoid, 
I ſay, all you re defiledfinners; that are in ſoue 
with your filth and willi hot be wathed and: cleanſed 
whillt this ia your. poſture, ydu are no way fit to fit. ata 
Table of the King of Gloty, there to Feaſt wich his h. 
loved friends, wbom he hath purified: and ide meec 
for his fellawfhipand favour; '' Bur perhaps you't pre- 
| ſencly reply, you like all this ell enough, this is thi © 
'{ you would have, and you agree with me to ſtay away, 
2s perceiving your. own unſitneſſe. And ate you"in- 
deed reſolved raftay away; and to continue in thisun-" |» 
prepared poſture, as thinking you have heteby fome © 
more diſpenſation for a carelefle ungodly life than - 
thers have? Alas ! poor wretches, how willing you are 
to be cheated into miſery? And how defirous do'yoti 
ſeem of a freedome to do your ſelves the greateſt miſs 
chief > Bur a little ro undeceive you. Let me affare 
all yon that live upon this earth and are endued with +7 
reaſon, whether you will- bind your ſelves to , —_ 
this Sacrament or nor; there lie ſo many other indiſ = 42 
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| „ bu dy is 805 De you 10 
not the Jeatt liberty more than othets to rebell 204i | 
him : and that will ſufficiently appears if you do bi 
conſider theſe two things. 

1. The relation wherein you natural ly 2 nceſe 

Hand to God. * 

2. Tuar mure expreſſ and profeſt obligation to him, f 

For the firſt, Conſider, Ate you not fis creatures i 

be your Maker? Andi he not the upholder of 9 * 
ing, the lengthner of your lives, and the giver of all y I 
wercies? Is he not cherefor- your owner and Gove 
nour ? Do you not owe your ſelves, and all you ha 

bim? And: is it not your duty to ſerve and obey hilt 
-wherher you have ptomiſed ydu will do ſo or not ? 
yon rhiric he hath no title to you, till in ſome folet 
manner You have profeſt ſubjection to him? Do 
thiał the ſetvice you owe to God, 18 ſo purely a fre 
will offering, that if you will render it yBu may, 40 
NM nat, you ate in no fault? By this reaſon God ini 
be much bebolden to you for it. What, do not fu 
Laws bind, till you have given your conſent > Muſt fi 
ak you leave to govetn you ? Do you think it is 

you in this caſe, as wich a Servant, that owes this man 
thac no duty, till he hath hired himſelf into his ſervice} 
Sure you cannot be ſo ſtupid, Bur rather, will you nd 
yield, that from your very birth you are at "leaſt as m 


obliged to obedience to your Maker, as any Childts 
tis Parent? And pray tell me, what would you ni 


enar Child, who, when bis Father bad him do 
thing, ſhould ſtubbornly refuſe, and tell him he ne\ 
promiſed him any ſuch obedience ? Would you chink 
ris a ſarisfaQtory anſwer > Do you nor eafilic pe 
celve, that Children ate bound to obey their Patems 


even by virtue of that relation they Rand in tot . 


though they never enter into any formall cngagemel 
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bound ro obey God, Facher.of Spirits; efore ever 
you profeſſe youlelves ro.beohis people : Andi all your 
profeſſions, though they are as ſo many farther 


you to obedience, yet they give not God any nem nghr 


to you which before he had not, onel ie hereby you ac» _ 


knowledge his right, and promiſe to render him hat is 
lia due. Hence then you may ſee what av abſurd con- 
ceit itis, that you may any whit more freelie fan againſt 
God befote you have taken the Sacramenc, than after. 
Can you be ſo ſottiſnh, as to imagine, chat ſuch excuſes 
as theſe will ſerve your turn at that 4275 when you 
mult be called to rendet a reaſon of your doing ꝰ vVhen 
che Goſpel firſt came to the Heathent, I hope, you'll 
orant they were bound to receive it, and yet they had 


never before given their conſent to be rul d by Chriſt, b 


not had made any Covenant wich him. But why ane 
I ſolong on a caſe ſo plain ? ni 4 
And then rake notice farther; that by virtue of this 
ſubjection which you owe to God as his creatures, you 
are bound to expteſſe your reſolutions to ſerve him, by 
what ſigns, and in what manner he ſhall appoigg you : 
now he hath commanded ycu, to expreſle theſe reſoluri- 
ons by receiving the Lords Supper, as I have before pro» 
ved: And will you diſob:y-this particular command, 
and then think, this will excuſe you from obedience to 
the teſt? To mak: the ciſe plain by a like inftancer © 
Suppoſe when the King had commanded all bit Sub- 
jects to repair to ſeverall places in the Kingdome, there 
to take the Oath of Allegiance, many among 
ſhould abſent rhemſelves, and refuſe to take it, and + +) 
terwards (ſhould conſpire togethet, and riſe up in am 
againſt him, do you think it would excuſe chem, e 
plead that they never (wore Allegiance to himꝰ W]. - 2 
fili ig was their fault that they did not, fince they e e 
5 commanded 
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gagedropence and faichfulveſeby living in * 
dome, and receiving piocettion from their I 

Even thus will your neglect of Sacraments be cl 

on you a8 a fault, for which you had no reaſon, bury ub 
be fatre from being admitted as an excuſe of any thai 
fins; againſt which yon werte ſufficientlie tied, by 
living meerly upon God, and receiving: all von 
from him. 1 

But then in the ſecond * conſider, yowere alre dy 

obliged by your own promiſes and-profeſſions, to nalk; int 
fear-of the L:1d; and therefore have nor the leaft grou ö x 
to al:ow your ſelves in fin, from your not having rec I ö 
ved the Lords Supper as an engagement againſt it. Fo 
bechink yowa licrlezdo-you nor profeſs your ſelves to 
Chriſtians? And what's che meaning of chat, but t 

you | worſhip God by Jeſus: Chriſt, and acknowtedgy 
him to be your Maker and Ruler, and Chriſt to be yot 
Saviour? And accordinglie, are you not devoted or 
God by: Bapriſme, whereby you ſtand bound to res [ 
nounce the Devill, the World and the Fleſh, and: 

be Chrifts faithfull ſervant to your lives end ꝰ Ic 
ſeſſe, you were thus conſecrated to God by your Pas 
rents in you infancy, when, according to the Law 
God and Nature, they had full power thus co diſpoſe 
of you: but now you are come to years of diſcretiong 
do you conſent to what they have done or not? In pie 
Engliſh, Doe you renounce your Bapriſme, wherby yo 
Rand obliged to be che Servants of God and his 
Chrift Jeſus? You that I am now ſpeaking to, will, . 
know; deny chis with great earneſtneſſe, and cry, G 
forbids that you ſhould be ſuch apoſtate retches, from 
Chrifttans to turn Heathens and Infidels. Well chen 
if you acknowledge your ſelves under the bond fy 
Baptiſme, aſſure your ſelves, you are hereby as t 

| tied 
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ved from c : 1 wangen, or d voy” > & 
can be by the Sgcrement of the Fords Supper,” Whae 
in thoſe ſins from which your'Bapriſme-doth hind "4 
and ſo tenounce it in your:pratiſe, whilft you owni | 
pcofeſſion 7 Or will you hereafter be ſo filly ag to abs 
ſtain from the communion, for fear of engiging * 
felves to an holie life; to which you Rand engag d al- 
_ by your own conſent. If you continue in this 
mind, it's to plain & ſign that in your herrts you dif« 
own your Bapriſme it ſelf: and what 2 caſe ate you in 
chen? For let me ask you, if you had been born of - 
Heathen Parents, and were but juſt now come to tb 
underſtanding of the Chriſtian Religion, and wete c- 
quainted what kind of Perſons they muſt be that ] 
it, would you be baptiz d into this Faith, and hereby _ © 
profeſſe your reſolutions to lead ſuch an holy life, as Ul ꝛę᷑ HM 
Chriſtians are commanded ? If you ſay you would sos 
hence then it follows that you diflike your Bapriſm&z , 
ſince if ir was to be done agzin you would none of it. 
And if indeed you wiſh-yourſelves, in the caſe of un- 
baptized Heathens now, you are reallie worſe'tham. 
they, and ſhall be in a worſe condition ſhortlie, Bux © 
if you ſay,you would readilie be baprized if it reat yes , 
co do, then fain would I-know,why you are ſo backward e 
to receive the Lords Supper, wherein you do bur tener 
che Covenant that is made at Bapriſme, acknowledging * - 
your ſelves to be true Chriſtians, and promifing that 
you will remain ſo : what poſſible reaſon can you der 
viſe for this unwillingnefs ? r 
Withall take notice, all you that are baptited int 
the name ind Church of Chrift, aud do ſtand to your 
Bꝛptiſme, you have hereby bound your ſelves to be his 
fuchfull ſervants, to obey his commands, and to bebt 
Four ſelves in his Church, as he dire&s you: m__ * 
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hath commanded all Chrifiagsy that kno of Cqpacicie of 
prepare themſelves, and ſo to receive the Secramety 
of his Supper: Do you not cleatlie perceive chen, hon 
your Baptiſme bindes you to this dutie, you being now 
come to the uſe of (your ret ſonꝰ Ho is it then d 
you date neglect ic, whil& you ate ſo ſtraitlie en 
gag d to it: 4 ol | -_ 
And further, beſide your own. Baptiſme, you-Fatk 
thac have Children, every time you bring them to * 
baptized, do ptoſeſſe, before God and the | 
tion, char you renounce the Devil, the World, and the 
ſinfull luſts of rhe fleſh, that you be lie ve the Articles 
the Chriftian faich, and will keep Gods holy will and 
commandments, & walk in the ſame all the days of you] 
8 


Hfe. And ate you ſincete in all this? If you are, why 
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”* ſhould you ſtay away from the Sacrament; where you 
are required to profeſie and, promiſe no more ? Hows 
ever, | hope, hence you may be convinc'c, that befots* 
you parcake of the Lo:ds Supper, you are ſo far bound 
to an holic life, that you have no allowance for the 
kaſt fin any more, than you have afcerward, which u 
taat | am proving. a 

And this is farther evident by all othet duties of re. 
ligion, which you perform to God, every one uf which 
ties you to the malt exact obedience to him. I ſuppoſe yr 
you are not ſo Atheiſtical, bur thit ſomerimes you pray® 
to God, and when you pray, do you not beg of him par- 
don of fin and grace to do him faichful ſervice? When 
you ſay the Lords Prayer, do you not therein heſetch 
God to forgive you your treſpaſles, and not to lead yaw 
iato temptation, but deliver yon from evil ? And whats 
dare you ask of him forꝑiveneſſe of fin, whilſt you 
are reſolved to continue in ic fill ; J preſume you hap 
to obtain what you ask, and can you ſo much a8 flatter! 
your. ſelves with any hope that God will pardon 7 
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fins whilt ye will not forſake them > Hath not his? 
word plainly old you the concrary ? And when you. * © 
pray to be kept tom ſin and the power of Satan, is ic 
not to be ſuppos d that you deſire theſe things? and 
doch not the expreſſion of your deſites engage you to 
do hat you can to obtain what you pray fot? and are E 2 
you not therefore bound to cake heed of ſin, to watch 
igainſt and reſiſt temptations ? except you take God 

for an Idol, and make your prayers in a mockerie, 28 if 
your ſervanc ſnould come and entreat you to help him 
do his work, and then run away, and never (er his hand 
ro'r; or as if your Childe ſhould pray you to keep him 
from falling into the water, and ſhould throw himſelf ;. 
into it as foon as he had done; dare yau ventuge thus to | 
play and dally with the All- mightie. And Keen von 
defire him to ſave your ſouls, and keep you from Hell, 
it ſpeaks you reſolv'd not wilfully to deſtroy and damm 
your ſelves, or elſe you are horrid mockers of God. 

Methinks you ſhould never have the impudence to 

come neer him, or ſpeak a word to him, whilſt you are 

fully bent co go on in thoſe waies that ate ſo contrary 

and provoking to him. The like I might ſay of hear- 

ing the word, you are thereby engaged to give obedience. ' 

to it: for you cannot think ſure you ſerve God ſuffict- 

ently by hearing your duty, whilſt you ſet not about it. 

And for you to come to hear what God ſhall ſay by his 
Miniſter, with a ſecrer purpoſe to hold on in ſuch and 

ſuch courſes, whatever ſhall be cold you to the contrary, 

is little lefle dangerous and damnable, than to come to 

the Sacramnent with ſuch wicked purpoſes, Let: this 
then ſuffice to remove your firſt miſtake; that you maß 
take liberty in ſome ſinful waies you have a minde co, _ © 
before you have taken the Sacrament, * 3 

; The ſecond groſs miſtake which I finde in your obj. 
Rion, is, that you think, though ar pteſent jou hae ns 
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great minde to be ſo ſerious, as to ſet upon preparation 
for the Sacrament, yet that hereafrer you ſhall, when 
you have had your ſwinge 2 while longer, and have tas 
ken a litile more pleaſure, being as yet perhaps but iy 
the prime of your youth, and thereupon you hope that 
God will bear with you yet a while, ſince you have ſuch 
good purpoſes to become his ſervants for the time xg 
come. | 13 
Should TI go about fully ro ſhew you the vanity'ef 
this conceit, and your folly in delaying to return to God 
I might fill many (heecs : wherefore that I may not b 
tedious, I hall do little more than repreſent to you, the 
very true language and import, of this pretence of 
yours, N. ſo you may be aſhamed of ever uſing ir 
more, orharbouring it any longer. When you talk a 
ſtaying yet a while, before you caſt off your old compi 
nions and coutrſes, and bind your ſelves ro 2 godly 
life at the Sacrament, what do you in effect but fay 
Thar when you have contemn'd Gods mercy, an 
griev'd his ſpirit a little longer, and done ſomewhat 
more to diſhonour his name, then you will berake your 
ſelves to him, and become his people; when you have 
done Satan yet a little more ſervice, then you'l ſhake. 
him off, and cake Chriſt for your Maſter; when you 
have a while longer trod under foot his precious blood; 
then it ſhall- waſh you from all your fins; when you 
have run deeper on the ſcore, and added ſomerhing 
more both to thenumber and hainouſneſs of your cranks 
greſſions, then you'l come for a pardon ; When you 
have done ſomewhat more to make God your enemity, 
then you'l ſcek reconciliation z when you have 
your luſts rake deeper rooting, then you'l pluck th 
up; when you have made them a little ſtronget, the 
you'l ſubdue them; when che ſore is feſtered then you 
apply the Plaiſter ; when the gangtene is almoſt gat is 
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your vit als, then you'l ſeek a femedy; thus fooliſhly, - 
thus preſumptuduſlie and baſelie do they 1 5 
thin k it is too ſoon yet to come home to God, and be 
religious in good earneſt, I know you would be a- 
ſham'd to ſpeak thus, and will ſcarce be perſwaded 
there lodges ſo much wickedneſle in your hearcs, but 
for certain there does, whil'ſt you rerain ſecret purpo- 
ſes, to go on in any way of known fin, Ah poor fin- 
ner ! that thou didit but a little know what thou doeſt, 
whilt thou ſtandſt thus unteſolv d whither thou ſhould- 
eſt yet bid fare well to thy luſts, and come over heartiĩ· 
lie co God by Jeſus Chriſt, Oh diſingenuous creature! 
doſt thou think chou haſt not provokt and diſhonour'd 
thy Maker enough yet? Haſt thou not yet ſufficienilie 
abuſed thy Redeemers grace and patience ? Halt thou 
not yet thrown away time enough? and finn'd away 
mercies and offers enough? Is lin ſo ſweet and proft- 
table a thing that ir ſhould be ſo hard to determine 
whether ic was beſt be forſaken or not? Is God ſo hard 
a Maſter, and his ſervice ſuch a burdenſome thing that 
ſinners muſt be wooed to him wich ſo much earneſtneſs, 
and all prove too little with the moſt ? Is ic ſo ſafe and 
deſirable a Rate to remain ſtill in the gall of bicterneſs 
ind under the wrath of God > Can you keep off this 
wrath which you are plucking upon you? Have you _ |. 
both repentance and time at your own beck ? And are 
you ſure of acceptance, how long ſo ever you flay be- 2 
fore you ſeek it ? will holineſſe be good for you here» 
after, and is it not now ? Or are you afraid of being 
happie too foon ? wherefore weigh things well, Sire, 
and then reſolve whether there be any wiſdome, in de- 
laying that work which may be put off coo long, but 
cannot be too quickly done: that work to which in all 
If} fezſon and conſcience you ſtand engag d every bout, 
even to be divorc t from fin and Satan, and firmly be- 
N , | ; Q 2 vorhed 
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Göbel to the Lord Kaus R beck 6 
ſue for thy conſent? Why ſhould not he have thy youth 
as well as any other? Doth Satan deſerve it bett i 
than he Did not he die for thee in the prime of 
years, and why ſhould'ft not thou live to him hf 
thou art young ? When wilt thou have put away thay 


wre:ched diſobedient anſwer, that it's yet too ſoon to e , [ 


rertain bim? Hach he ſtood knocking for entrance til 
Ins locks are wet with the dew of che night, andi 
ſtill 700 ſoon to open to him and let bim in? Oh vl 
ware, leaſt thy continued ftubbornneſſe ſhould eve 
wear out his patience ; leaft thy perverſe carri 
ſhould provoke him for ever to leave thee ; and leaftif 
Aill chou chink'R it not time yet to break off thy fins,anf 
ſec upon a godly life, he ſhould think it time to cut che 
off, and ſentence chee to everlaſting death. In the 
mean time know, that all thy good deſions, what thoy 
wilc do, and be hereafrer; will not be the leaſt excuſe 
of thy preſent wickedneſſe, nor make thy caſe any bets: 
ter with God; nay rather they make it worſe, ſince ij 
app:ars chou att convinced in chy Conſcience, that 
thou oughreſt to live after another faſhion chan t 
do'ſt, and yer wilfully neglecteſtthy acknowledged dys 
ty. [ hope then I have ſaid enough, to ſhew that then 
haſt no refuge, no excuſe that will hold, whilſt thou abs 
ſenteſt thy ſelf from the Sacrament, out of a lorhneſle 
as yet to reform thy life, and do the duties to which this 
would bind thee. Wherefore to conclude. If it be ii 
purpoſe to continue in any ſinfull courſe, come _ 
Lords Table if thou dareſt : for farce be ir from 
ſpeak one word to encourage thee co forſwear thy ſe 
But yet on the other hand, Go on in thy ſins, and 
aw?2y if thou dateſt: for chou art in danger every n 
ment of dropping into Hell, whilſt thou a 
ſuch a _ Thou ſeeſt then to what a flrait fin bring 
CL 
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Cf chee, ſo that turn thee wich way thou wilt, whil@ thou 


ſword ſtands full in thy way, threatning deſtruction; 
whether thou comeſt or comeſt not, ti lſt thou conti- 
nueſt a reſolved ſinner, thy caſe is ſad and deplorable. 


for thy ſafety, even with all (peed to caſt away thy fins, 
and change thy heart and life: and then come as 
ſoon as thou wilt to the Lords Table, there to pro- 
feſſe this bleſſed change, and co confirm thy - ſelf 
therein. And for thy encouragement rake notice of 
ewo things. 

1. Ii is na an abſolute finleſſe perfection that here thou 
bindeſt thy ſelf to; even this thou ſhould'it thitſt and 
aſpire after, but yer thou art not to be diſcouraged, if 
thou never attain it; till thou art taken into the num- 
ber of the Spirits of juſt men made perfett. Miſtake me 
not, as if I was indulging thee an allowance in any the 
leaſt fin, no, this is it J warn thee of, aud againſt this 
thou muſt covenant in the Sacrament, to wit, againſt a 
willing, loving entertainment of any fin whacever. And 
thou ſhalt be accounted true to this Covenant, if thou 
hace and ftrive againſt all, and att humbled under the 
ſenſe of thy remaining imperfeRions, being farre more 
defirous to be rid of them, than co retain them, and if 
upon knowledge of any ſlip or ſtumble thou riſeſt again 
by crue repentance, and tecourſe to the blood of 
Chriſt for mercy, and to his Spirit for freſh ſtrength, 
being reſolved to take more heed to thy ways for the 
time to come. It is here as if thou ſhould*R promiſe thy 
Payſician, thou would'ſt be carefull of thy he2lth ; this 
doth not imply, that thou wilt never be ſick more, but 
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bring diſeaſes upon thy ſelf, but wilt uſe the means that 
are appointed to preſerve thy health; and whatever 
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willingly catrieſt it about thee, an Angel with a flaming 


But yet one way remains, and but one that I Know 
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yet it implies chus much, that thou wilt not w lfully' 
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ſickueſſe cleaves to thee will be thy trouble', ani 
thou wilt defire and endeavour to be freed from it, 
Even thus art thou bound to regard the health of - 
ſoul, and to look upon fin as a ſpiricuall ſickneſſe, aw 
therefore never to fall in love with it, but todo thy be 
toward ĩts uttet removall : Even thoſe infirmities, 
Which the beſt are liable, ite not to be_cheriſhr"alll 
pleaded for, no more than thou would'ft plead for i; 
keeping of 4 little head-ach, or any bodily pain. That 
ſhould'k not by thy good will be guilty ſo much as of 
vain thought, an idle word, or the leaſt motion to any 
fin ; but yet ic is not required of thee, to promiſe ab 
lucely never more to be guilty of any of theſe ; not ij 
thou to judge thy (elf unfit for the Sacrament, becau 
thou find'ft ſuch imperfeRions cleave to thee, ſo lo 
as from thy heart thou abhorreſt them, and dot ord 
'narily overcome all remptations to more groſſe anl 
wilfull fins. Whilſt thou art in the fleſh, thy ſtate islilk 
tobe ſo farre imperfect, that it will be thy daily du 
to grow in grace, and to pray for the forgiveneſſe of i 
trſpaſſes; to improve Chriſt both as a treaſurie of grit 
whence thou att to be ſupplied, and as an Advocant 
with the Father, through whom thou maiſt be pardoned 
This I mention, that thou maiſt not ſay, I diſcourt 
thee from the Sacrament, by making it an engagemei 
to greater ſtrictneſſe, than it's poſſible for man in th i 
life to come up to, ſince) I do aſſure thee thou mai 
ſafely come hither, if thou art but ſincerely reſolved 
to dot what in thee lies to pleaſe God, and not to ry 
wil fully into thoſe actions, which thou know'Rt are cons 
traty to his will. And this alſo may take away rhit 
fond opinion of ſome ignorant people, that it's beſt nes 
ver to receive the Sacrament, till they come to their debe 
bed, as thinking that every fin afterward will dams: 
them; but remember what I have told you, that we de 
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not promiſe never to ſin nore, but not to allow our © 
J ſelvesin ſin; and co this fincece endeavour to keep all 
Gods commands, we are before as ſtrictly tied by our 
Baptiſme, and cherefore by your reaſon this ſhould be 
deferred till we come to die, as ſome of the ancients 
did, partly through this miſtake ; and thinking this 
waſht away all the ſins before committed. And if you 
ſhould be of this opinion alſo, that the Sacramenc 
dives you a pardon of all your former ſins, and therefore 
it's good co put ir off co your dearh-bed, confider well, 
that it's by virtue of Gods promiſes chat you have any 
ground to expect pardon of fin ; and by rhoſe promiſes, 
to which the Sacraments are ſeals, this pardon is aſſu- 
ted co all pcnirenc believing ones; ſo that Baptiſme and 
che Lords Supper do ſeal your pardon, even of ſins chat 
may hereafrer be committed, if you truly repent of 
them, and betake your ſelves to Gods mercy in Chriſt 
for forgiveneſſe: But if you think, when you have liv'd 
an ungodly life, to make up all by caking the Sacra - 
ment when you are ſick, know, to your timely convicti- 
on, this will not do the work, as you ſhall know to your 
terrour, if you depend upon t: for remember hüt I 
told you, that if you do not truly repent of fin, ĩt ĩs not 
the Sacrament that will give you à pardon, and this true 
repentance, fey upon 2 death · bed have, that put it off 
till then. Moreover, you that are for deferring this du- 
ty till you come to die, I might ask you how you know. 
whether you ſhall not die ſuddenly, or have the uſe of 
your reaſon taken away by your diſtemper, or be viſi- 
ted with che Plague, that no Miniſter dare come near 
you ? and farther, you ſeem not to conſider, that this 
Ordinance is exceeding helpfull to us, for the over» 
coming of luſts, and leading our tives as we ought, and 
chis brings me to the ſecond thing which I would have 
you take notice of. en 


Q 4 2. Namely, . 


—_— 


„ "en IX 


2. Namely, That if thou att but once come up toi 
re ſolution, to do thy beſt agiinſt ſin, and to pleaſe God, 
andꝰaddreſſeſt thy ſelf to the Lords Suppet, with an eit 
neſt defire of grace to be here given thee from Chriſt, 
£enab'e hee to perform thy promiſes, chou maiſt 
confidently expect, ſtrength and aſfiſtance from him, and 
even now to partake thereof. Lictle do'ſt thou think 
what a migbtie blow thou mighteſt give to thy ſtrong 
luſts, and to the kingdome of Satan within thee, 
ſuch a firm reſolution as this, made with an humble de- 
pꝛndance upon Gods grace, bound upon, and confirms 
ed by taking the Sacrament. On ! if thou waft bit 
brought into ſo ingenuous and good a frame, as to be 
ttuly grieved, that Sin and Satan ſhould have ſo much 
inrereft in thee, and didſt heartily defire, that God 
would caſt them forth, and take poſſeſſion of thee far 
himſelf, in how-good a Way waſt thou then to adelive- 
rance ? If God ſaw thee labouring under the burden qq 
thy luſts, cugging with thy backward heart, to bring it 
to him, thou canſt not imagine hat help he would ſoon 
afford thee, Whereforefic not down in a faint dejecti⸗ 
on; ſay not, there is no hope of ever getting up ſuch fr 
laſts, nhich are ſo deep rooted in my nature, and ſo — 
by long caſtome, it i to no purpoſe to attempt it. Why mas 
muſt} not this work be done, or thou periſh for ever? 
And the longer its:delaid che harder it's like to be. Thy 
caſe is ſad indeed, but not deſperate yet; Let neither 
thy 8 deſpondency make it deſperate. 


The things that are imp. ble with men, are poſſible with Gid, 
Wherefore: ronze thy ſelf, and gather up all thy 
ſtrength : for be ſure, ſitting ſtill will bring thy death 
Limit not Gods power, but ask thy own heart, whether 
thou art willing to be cured : for no diſeaſes ate tos 
hard for the Phyſician, that will take thee in band. If 
thou wilt but attend upon him, and humbly beg and ac 
1 3 „ ö l cept 
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imaginations, and every thought that rebells agai 


him, and ſubdue all things to himſelf. He: hath beat 


and cleanſed as vile ſinners as thou, and conqueted ag g 


ſtubborn hearts as thine. He can ſo change thy nature, 
and the very tempet and bent of thy ſoul, that thou 


ſbalt abhorte thoſe fins, which now thou chink'R thou 


canſt not live without, ſo that thou wilt chuſe rather to 
be corn limb from limb, ot to take Toads and Serpents 
into thy boſome, than to meddle, with what was once ſo 
pleaſant; and wilt wonder that ever thou ſnould'ſt be 
ſuch à beaſt, ſuch a Devil, as to take delight in that 
which was ſo hurtfull to thy ſelf, and ſo diſpleafingro 
God. Oh let not then the ſeeming ſweetneſs of any ſuſt 
bewitch thee any longer, or betray thee into 2 ſlothfull 
negle& of thy duty: If fin would have made thee hap- 
Py, thou hadſt found ic long ſince, and yet what haſt 
thou evet got from it, that comforts thee to lock back 
upon it? Or that would do thee any good if thou waſt 
to die at this hour? And put it on thy account, no- 


thing better wilt thou get at the laſt, But little do'ft 


thou think what thou loſeſt one year after another, 
whilſt thou remaineſt eſtranged from God, and chink it 
an holy life ſuch a cedious difficult thing. Be perſms: 
ded then # length to make a triall, and ſee whit can 
be done in the caſe. Bind thy ſelf by the moſt folemn 


vom to forſake thy wicked waies, and to become Gods 


faichfull ſetvant, and come to the Sacrament with t 

deſign; and if thou be ſincere, thou maiſt be confident 
of receiving help from God, to keep this Covenant, 
which by bis Word and Spitit, thou art drawn to make 
with him. So much for the third objeRion, | 
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| CHAP. xv. 
Obj. inc are not in perfect charity, but at variance with : ' 
our neighbours, Anſwered. | 


9 
4. O0Cj. T HE fourth and laſt that I ſhall take notice 
: of, is very common in che mouths of mas 
ny, to wit, That they are at variance with their neighbourty 
and therefore cannot with a good Conſcience come to the 
Communiong nhither none are to come, but they that are in 
gerfect charity with all men; and commonlie they alledge, 
that chey have Law-ſuics, or ſome kind of quarrellingg 
one wich another, | 
Anſ. In anſwer hereto, let me ask you, who put this 
objection, whoſe fault is it, that you are not at peace 
wich your neighbours? I queſtion not but you'll prey 
ſently tell me, that the fault is theirs. But then ranhes 
have you no enmitie in your minds againſt them? But 
are you willing to be reconciled to them, and to: do 
what on your part may conduce thereto ? And though 
they be croſſe and perverſe, yet do you from your heart, 
forgive them ? ſo that you would not take revenge on 
them, if it were in your power, but would do them good, 
if they ſhould need your help ? It's very like you'll be 
ready to reply, that you are thus well-affe&ed roward 
them, and that the malice is onely on their part: and 
for che preſent I ſhall ſuppoſe you ſpeak true; where - 
upon | demand, whether you can be ſo weak, as to 
think that another mans ſin, ſnall be laid to your charge? 4 
Af your netghbour be malicious, is that any fault of | 
Yours ? Or doth his malice make you any more unfit 
for the Sacrament, than his drunkenneſſe or covetouſ- 
neſſe > What a ſad caſe might the beſt Chriſtian be.in, 
if it was in the power of every wicked man, that __ 4 
im 
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Sacrament ? a5 by your arguing it would be. $i 
any malicious Man ſhould without reaſon pick a quarrel 
wich me, and after I had uſed all rreans to — him, 
ſhould utterly refuſe to be at peace, whar's to be done 
in this caſe? Muſt I ſay away from the Sacramenc 
till I can perſwade him to be friends with me? perhaps 


that may never be, and muſt I be bound to a thing im- 


poſſible > or be ſo great a loſer through another Miss 
wickedneſſe, which I cannot help Is it not enough for 
me to be reconcil'd to him in my own minde, and free- 
ly to forgive him what injuries be hath done me ?! how 
elſe would thoſe bleſſed Saints in the Primitive times 
have done, whilſt they were maligned and perſecuted 
by almoſt all Men? we never finde that they made this 
any pretence to keep away from the Lords Table; ac 
which they did fo frequently attend. They thought 
themſelves guilrlefle (as well they might) whil@ they 
praied for their Perſecutors, bleſt them chat curſt them, 
not avenging themſel ves, hut giving place unto wrath, 
and not giving to any Man juſt caufe of offence. Aud 
do you but labout thus to behave your ſelves, and then 
never. trouble your mindes with other Mens enmitie 
againſt you. Y ea, do but thus, aid you will fully u 
ſwer the command God hath given us, ło live in r 
and quietneſſe. Rum. 12. 18, If it be poſſible, as maß 


a in you lien live peaceably with all men. Which _ % nn 


plainly. inſinuate that ic is not alwaies poſſible to baye 


the good will of all Men, but yet we muſt labour fer 


this, and do nothing that may hinder it, and therefor, 
above all muſt not bear, or diſcover ill will ro them, 
But here perhaps ſome will reply that they are fort 


to vindicate their wrongs, and to go to Law with choſe” "7 
that would abuſe them, or that ſue them without cauſe 2 


and therefore can they with a ſafe conſcience: m_— 
the 
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the Sacrament before the contentions ended ? hy 
this you muſt even ask your own hearts for ab anſwer, 
For (as I (aid before) if you this while have no malici- 
ous defign againſt them, bur ſeek only ro defend @ 
right your ſelves in a juſt and lawfull manner, there 
nothing that need trouble you in this caſe. For in 10 
thing ic (elf, its not a ſin to go to Law, if the cauſe and 
defign be good, no more than it was for the Jews to aps 
N peat to cheir Judges, to determine matters bet wixt may 
2 and man. And therefore when che Apoſtle condemng 
: the Chriſtians, for going to Law one wich another, before. 
the Heathen Judges, which made it urterly à fault, be 
yet adviſeth them to ſer ſome in the Church to judge 
betwixt the brethren, in controverſies that might hap» 
pen touching their worldly concernment. 1 (br. 6. 4, J. 
And' theſe ſuits may poſſibly be lawfull on both ſides, 
as when ſuch a difficult caſe ſhall happen that cannot 
otherwiſe be decided, and then both parties might main» 
tain charity to each other, if they were but ſuch as they 
aught. But if withont cauſe you are vext by men of 
contention, beware of acting out of wrath, ſpleen or 
revenge; yea, or of doing any thing out of meer ſelf- } 
iſhneſs: for even in your temporal Concerny, about 
your eſtate, credit, c. Gods intereft ſhould be more 
aimed at than your own; and you ſhould nar ſo. much 
epdeavour to ſecure or recover theſe, fot your own ſake, 
zs that you may hereby be more capable of honouring 
God: and if you ſaw that, through ſome circumſianets, 
it might tend more to Gods honour, to neglect a viudi- 
cation of your right than to proſecute it, in ſuch a caſe 
it would be your duty to fit ſtill. (CT hey that have de- 
vored che mſe lves, and all they have to God, will under- 
ſland this and none elſe.) Hence you linde the Apofile 4 
expoſtulating wich che Chriſtians, why they would not 
take wrong, and even ſuffer themſelves to be ge 5 
rather 


. 
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diſgrace Religion. L erſ. 7. Of that forequoted Chap- 
— But yet I ſay, when it is your duty to maintain 
your right, againſt thoſe that would abuſe you, you may 
do this, and yet have no ſpight againſt their perſons, 
nor any defire of their hurt, if your own heatts b 
tight; and may really forgive chem, whilt you endea- 
vour to avoid the injury which they would offer you. 
And let this ſuffice on ſuppoſition, that you are thus 
well · affected towards thoſe, that make themſelves your 
adverſaries ; which if you indeed be, I hope I need uſe 
no more words to perſwade you, that other Mens mali- 
cious behaviour toward you, need be no hindrance to 
your coming to the Sacrament. ; 
But on the other fide, give me leave to deal plaĩul 
with you, all you that ink upon this reaſon for neg- 
lecting your guty, becauſe there's difference letwiæt you 
and your neighbours, 1 Rtrongty ſuſpect that you your 
ſelves, ate very much in fault: and indeed you confeſſe 
as much by your practice, whillt in your words you dif» 
own it; for why is it you make this a ground of ab- 
Raining from the Sacrament; but that your conſcien- 


ces tell you, you bear ſo much ill will to youp neigh- 


bours, that its a dangerous thing for you to receive lp?” 
Oh look back upon your waies, and ſee whether inſtead 


of bearing wrongs, you have not wrong d and defraud- | 
ed others: Have you not oppteſt, or needleſſy v 


them, through eager deſignes of raifing your ſelves by 


their ruines, not caring whom you have injured and 


trampled upon, ſo you might but get your own ende? ; 


Or if you will not own this, yet look faithfully into the * 
temper of your ſouls, Do you not ſtand vilely affected. 
towards ſome; that have done yon injuries, and wͥuͥm 


you take for your enemies? Are: yt not backward 
to any thorox reconciliation wich them? Do you t 
0 ; ſt * 5 
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you'l ſeek after any peace wich chem ? yont great ſpi- 


tits ſcorn to be firſt in this work; nay its well if you ate 
not teſol vd againſt it, let them do hat they will ? Oh 


proud wretches | Is this like Gods dealing with the 


World ? when we had given him the offence, yet who 


was it began firſt to treat of a peace? Hath the great 
God given you this example, and yer are you :50 good, 
ſorſooth, to ſeek to your fellow-creatures to be at peace 


with you? If this be your goodneſſe, may not the Devil 


himſelf paſſe for good? for he bath pride enough, and 


what's yours better? But further, do you nor cheriſh. | 
2 ſecret ſpleen again chem, which fills you with im- 


placable defires of being reveng'd on them, and makes 


yon griev'd ro ſee them do well inthe World? where». 
as you could heartily wiſh their rwne, and would de- 


light to be in a capacity of doing them a miſchief ;, and 
long to bring them under you, that you might inſult o- 


ver chem, and make them repent that ever they diſ- 


pleas d ſuch as you, Oh divelliſh and monſtrous ſpi- 
ric | chat ever jc ſhould dwell in the breaſts of any that 
call ch:mſelves Chriſtians! Chriſtians are they call'd ? 
they deſerye not the name of Men. Certainly, there 
are many as good Chriſtians as theſe, hang d at Tyburn 
for cutting Mens throars. Fot did not the fear of Man 


reftrain them, you ſhould quickly ſee their envenom'd | 


rancour break out into as bad effects. Bur ſuppoſe 
your malice be not boild up to ſuch an height, yet if 


you harbour ſo much as makes you unfit for the Sicra- 


ment (as according to your own acknowledoment you 


Rand upon your terme expe cliaxthey ſhould Lot 
firſt and humble themſelves, and ſtoop. to you, before 


da, whilſt ic keeps you from it) it's a plain ſign your 


fouls are yer under miſerable diſtempers, far from be- 
ing truly ſanctiſid; you live ill under the power of 


ſeif· love, unmortified pride or covetouſneſſe ich ate : 


che 
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the ſecret cauſe of this your diſcord wich othette. Add 
alas ! though theſe preſent differences were ended, 
you would be farre from 2 firnefle for the Sactamenc, 
whilſt you abide in the condition you are yet in, not ha- 
ving your peace made wich God, but being in.comitic 
againſt him, through a ſubjection to your reighing luſts, 
And therefore yon might more trulie ſay, you ate not 
fic for this dutie, becauſe you ate proud, and coverouss 
and envious, than becauſe you are at variance with any 
one; onely you hope for ſome kind of excuſe, by lay- 
ing the fault on others, but that I have taken off before. 
And furthermore, is it not a plain diſcoverie, how little 
love you have to Chriſt and your own ſouls, that you 
can willingly beſo long abſent from this Ordinance, 
upon ſuch a filly pretence as this, that your neighbours 
and you are not agreed. It's 4 fign of an ill Romach, 
when people are glad of an excuſe to ſave them from 
eating. What, could not you, if you had been ſo mind- 
ed, have got an agreement before now? Or at leaſt, - 
could nor you have done ſo much towards it, as mighe 
have ſatisfied your Conſciences, that you were not in 
fault? Was there but any worldly advantage to be got 
by doing thus much, you would ſoon ſet about it, Ile 
warrant you. But being, I doubt, very indifferent to 
Sacraments, or to any thing that concerns your ſouls, ©: 
a very little reaſan ſerves to keep you ftom them, fines © 
you find no want of them, nor can imagine how nnen. 
ſhould be much betteredby them. And whilſt you are Y: 
in this wrerched frame, be ſure you ſhall never wans 
one thing or other to hinder you, To bring you to be.: 
ter apprehenfions of things, let bat I have ſaid before © © 
ſuffice: for I now haſten to à conclufton ; onely let m 
wiſh you to beware of chearing your ſelves wich hey” 1 
m ſtake, which I endeavoured to remove under the laſt | 
Objection, to wit, That whilftyou come not tothe Sa» = 
crcament 
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Frainent, yon may ſafely perſiſt in ſuch and ſuch adi 
ons, or in ſuch a remper of mind, which ought to by 
changed before yon go thither: for thus you ſeem te 
think, whilſt you ſtay away, becauſe there are falling 
our berwixt you and others; being, it ſeems reſolved to 
continue in your enmitie, and think your ſelves ſecutt 


enough, if you come not hicher in this evil mind. N 
theſe be your thoughts, pray anſwer me theſe ro. 
things. g 
1. How can you deſire of God the forgiveneſſe of your ſin" 
whil#t you refuſe to forgive others? Have you the impu-⸗ 
dence to doe it ? Or the ignorance and preſumption? 
to think ſuch defires would be granted? See where the 
contrarie is expreſly told you, in that forementioned 
place, Mat. 6.15. Nay, tell me plainlie, How dare 
you ſo much as ſay the Lords Prayer, wherein you beg 
of God to forgive your treſpaſles, as you forgive thoſe® 
that treſpaſſe againſt you > What, do you pray that he 
would remember your intquities, and charge them up- 
on you, and take vengeance of you? For thus it ſeem 
you deal with thoſe that offend you. Ot do you think 
ro make your caſe ſomewhat the better, by never ding 
this Prayet, or by leavingout this Petition? Can you ima 
gine this will binder God from dealing wich you accor- 
ding to the tenout thereof? Methinks you ſhould not 
be ſo weak : No, be you ſure God will make good bis 
word, that if you forgive not, you ſhall not be forgiven, 
whether you give your conſent or not. If you ſay v 
do forgive your enemtes, then I ask you again, why 1 
upon account of any differences you ſhould negle& the 
Sacrament ? But if you dare not forgive them, you ſes 
it's as dangerous to ſay your Prayers, whilſt you are ln” 
this mind, as ro come tothe Communion, # 
2. But again, If through theſe differences with your 5 
neighbours you are unfic for the Sacrament, pray be? 


- 
"1 


ar 
L4 * 
% S's 
FS 
TW ..” 


chink you well, whether pon rhe ſame accomit you are nos 
a; unfit for death > Aud dare you continue in ſuch-a de- 
ſpetate condition as this > Do you not believe, char che 


charity which is required to make you. fit, for che 
Communion of imperfe& Saints here on earth, is ag 
neceſſary for your admiſſion into the | communion 
of Saints in glory ? Are you not fir to go to the 
Lords Table p and are you then fic to appear before 


his Tribunall?ꝰ Take this for an undoubted truth, that 


if you ſo farte allow your (elf in malice or any other fin, 


that you are (according to the Goſpel rule) pd 4 


ofthe Sacrament, if you die in this condition, you wil 
be thought unworthy of everlaſting life. Methinks then 
you ſhould never dare to live in ſuch an eſtate, wherein 
you dare not die. Y ou take it to be a dangerousthi 
to die out of charity with any, and is it ſafe think you, 
to live our of chatity, or in any other ſin, for thoſe that 
are liable to death every moment > Wherefore, to con- 
dude, my advice to you ĩs, that you would without any 


longer delay go to your brother, and if you have vtong d 
bim, acknowledge it, and make all due repatarion, and . ' 


do what in you lies to be reconciled co him: hut if he 
prove obſtinate, ot have wrong'd you, ſee chat you 
heardly forgive, and clear your breaſt of all ſpighez 
or defire of revenge ; fo being carefull'in-alt other 
reſpe&s duly co prepare your ſelves, come to che 
Lords Table, there to receive 4 confirmation of 
peace betwixt God and your own ſouls. And chus I 
have dove with the ſeverall objections that are made 
avainſt chis duty. a 
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CHAP. XVI. 


1 
* 


Direftions far 4 due Preparation, and right Receiving, A 


1* the laſt place, according to my promiſe, I come t 
give ſome Direction to thoſe cho are willing to ad 
dreſſe themſelves to this work ; to ĩnſtruct them for 
their immediate preparation to, their behaviour in and 
after the ſame. And though I have already at lag 
ſhewn what the deſign of this Ordinance is, that ſo we 
might che better know how te behave our ſelves tbetes 
and have thence diſcovered what kind of perſons Com- 
municants ought to be, yet I ſhall in a few words pres 
miſe a repetition of the ſame, chat you may the betiet 
apprehend and remember ir. * 
K now then, chat it pleaſed our bleſſed Lord Jefug, 
in the evening of that night wherein he was becrayedy 
to appoint this Sacrament of his Supper, parcly for the 
proſent comfort of his Apoſiles (wo began to be calf 
down upon the knowledge of his ſufferings, and remor, 
vall from among| chem) bur principally for the | 
of chem, and all other Chriſti ans, in the times that welt 
to follow, even till he ſhould come to Judgement, 
which time it never ought to be laid down in the 
Church. The great end of it was (as I have ſaid) 16 
preſerve freſh in the minds of all Chriſtians, the memos 
rie of their Lord and Maſter, and eſpecially of that us 
valuable merey ſhewn in big dying for chem, bis Deal: 
being very clearly held forth by the breaking of wt} 
Bread, and pouring out of the Wine. But we muſt n ot 
thinł, that ic was for an idle une ffectuall Remembrance 
of him, that he commanded this duty, but for ſuch 
Remembrance, as might tend co the great advantage « 
out ſouls ; even that by Remembring our Redemption 


we mighe, be broughn to have; low mean choughes of 
ſclves, Who wegs loſt and undane, bur ce d b 


Free grace; chat we might keep up . 
excooting gran Fi of ſin, which t as liable 
thoſe muſeries, whence y bis Deach can deli; 
us, and ſo might be Risr'd up co a greacer ſorrow. 
hatted of, and reſolutions 1 fin, the 
bis Deach; and that dy che ———— of his love 
we migbe be cho lironglier engagedco. bim, and thaw in 
i viſible and exprefic manger, might ſolemaize out 
Covenant wich him, and frequently renews our promi- 
ſas of faichfulneſſe. Moreover, here Chriſt bath made 
a familiar tepteſentation of the bleſſings he hath ob- 
_ for. Believers, that bereby we might be quick- 
ned to earnelt defices after them, and ſo being at pre- 
ſenc fitted: for the communications of grace to our ſouls, 
might receive the ſame ; and might here alſo receive a 
confirmation of our faich, that we ſhall in due time en- 
joy thoſe priviledges that are inviſible, and yet to come. 
And farther; he hath ordained, that bis Death ſhould in 
this lively manner, at ſet times he repreſented to us, 
that having it freſh in our thoughts, we may be the 
more powerfully moved as ſuch ſgaſons TE to ce- 


lebrace and adore chat iidome aud goady 
hath ſo wonderfully appeared. in the-caticrivance, 
accompliſhment of our Redemption; ind that —— 
Chriſtians meeting together for. this work, may.be the 
more endeared to one ancther, and quickned, to long 
after 2 perfec commun on in che prailes: and ldve of 
God and their Redeemer, in chat ſutute loty whereof. 
they have here a ſhadow and forecaſts 

Now as the ends for which this: Qrdinance was 15. 
pointed inform us, hat kind of perſons they chat fre- 


quent it ought to be, as to their hablieual} qualifications, 
dodo * ilſo teach us, what ought to be the — 
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of our ſoul in our approches'ro It; ſince bere we ate td 


t yet for Your plainer di 


exerciſe and pur forch thoſe 3 are before te- 


quiced tobe wrought in us: 


rection, I ſhall tell you more particularly how yo 
ought then to behave your ſelves; and laſtly ſhall new. 
how you may improve it afterwatds to your greareſf} 


advantage. N 
But by che way take notice, that I ſuppoſe you, t 


Whom I now ſpeak, to be ſuch as are heattily willing to 


come to the Sacrament, in that manner, and to thoſ 
ends which Chriſt hath commanded : e 
ſuppoſe you to be already ſo farre convinc't of the evi 
of fin, that you are reſolved to forſake it; and ſo farr 
convinc't of the greatneſſe of choſe benefits that come 
by 2 Saviour, and of your need of him, that you a 


firmly purpoſed to accept' of him, as he offers himſelf 
to you that you may be his, and he may be yours fe 

ever. And upon this account, I ſhall ſay little to put 
you upon, or help you in that ſelf- examination, where. 
by yon may come to the knowledge of your own 
eſtates, whether you have a true work of grace an 
in your hearts or not, fince I have befote ſaid fo mut 

to this purpoſe ; but ſhall now rather direct you, how < 
to exerciſe and expreſſe your Repentance, Faich an 
other graces, Onely as you go along, if you find yo 
ſelves willing to perform the duties I (hall ee 
you have teaſon to believe that your condition 

good, dut if you refuſe theſe you have roo mu 

ground to ſuſpect, that all is nor well wich yo 
And though it be uſuall to diſtinguiſh 'berwixe dite“ 
tions for an immediate preparation to the Sacrt“ 
ment; and thoſe that ate for a right demeanour in the 
20d o Receiving, yet Þ ſhall chuſe rather to ſpeak ff 
both under the ſame Head, ſince ir hath been my bug 
neſſe all along, to bring ſouls to a ficneſſe for this we 


| 


* 


ind ſince in dur performance of the duty, out hearts 
ought to be kept in the ſame diſpoſition and frame that 
they were brought into, by our preparations for it. 
1. Firſt then, I would adviſe you who intend to 
come to the Lords Table, to ſer apart ſome convenience 
ume, for the preparing of your ſouls for this weighry 
work. It is a moſt ſerious buſineſſe, and ought tobe ſe- 
riouſly taken in hadd, Let nothing here be done cur- 
ſorily ox raſhly. Nat that I would have you: daunted, . 
is if it was a work of that nature, that you muſt either 1 
come trembling, or elſe ſtay away for fear: no, bur 
onely ſee yon be very ſerious ; for ſo you 'ougheto be 
Whenever you have any thidg to do . God, even 
when you ſo much as mention his hime; or open a Bible, 

or come to hear his W ord; & therefore being now in a 
more eſpeciall manner to draw near to him, in a duty 
wherein a miſcarriage is more dangerous, it's very re · 
quiſite that you make more ſolemn preparation for ir, 
ſince upon this, the right performance of it, doth very 
much depend. And therefore ĩt ĩs, that I would have you 
ſer ſome time apart for that purpoſe,which will be moſt 
Grivenient in the week, or on the day before you Re- 
ceive though I would have you be employed in this 
work mate than once or twice. But if you are Servants, 
and ſo are ſtraitned of time, or through poverty are 
conſtrained to daily labour, you mult watch for the fit- 
te} opportunities you can get. And it is no doubt, bur 
you will find time enough, if you will but be watchfull 
toredeem time from idleneſle, and vain ways of ſpen- 
ding it. However, it's bettet to ſpare ſome time from 
your working, or ſleeping, yea, ot eating, than to neg- 
le& choſe works, for which you had your life ir ſelf: for 
it's of fatre more conſequence, I hope, ro ſave your 
ſouls for ever, than to keep your bodies alive a little 
while, though you may very well do both, if you be 
Killing, R 3 2. Hae 
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2. Having ſer apart ſome time, fee hat jou be mays 
onely got alone, and your hands taken off your buſis' 
neſſe, but let your hearts be withdrawn from off al” 
worldly things, and ſer, as in the preſence of God, u 0 
an employ ment of no ſmall conſequence ; and hunt 
beg of God, chat he would vouchſafe you his preſence” 
and aſſiſtance in theſe your preparations,-and in the” 
work you are preparing for; that he would ſer a 
keep your minds ina frame ſuicable the reto; and gran. 
ciouſly own, accept and bleſſe you, who in obedience 
to him have ſet upon chis dury. And beg bf him, tbef 
he would help you in the ſearching of your heart, a 
reviewing. of your life, that you may nor onely baye | 
2 fight of fin, but a right ſenſe of its vileneſſe, that you 
may not onely think of it, bur grieve for it ; and that 
all your meditations may be attended with ſuitable afs 
fections, and that in all, you may be ſincere and up® 
right, that ſo upon, good grounds, you may take com 
fort in the review of what you ſhall have done, and by 
this preſent: opportunity may be adyanc't one ſtep 
forward toward your eternall reſt. 

3. And 'when you have done thus, Let your firſt 
work be, to enter into ſuch a ſerious ronſederation of _ 
own eſ{ ate, lot h by nature and prattice, as way be maſt effe* 
Full to bring you to a ſound repentance, - The reaſon why 
I adviſe you to this firſt as, becauſe you b _— about 
to celebrate the remembrance of the greateſt mercy chat" 
ever was manifeſted ro man-kind, whercin eſpecially” 
love & thanktulneſs are to be exerciſed, ĩt is not = 
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you ſhould feelingly acknowledge it as ſo great a met 


cy,if you be not very ſenſible of = own miſery, & 


thar abſolute need you Rand in of it. Should you offer 
money to one, who thinks he has no great want of it, 6 
m'ght take it perhaps, but not with that thankfulneſs that 
another would, who is ready to ſtarve for lick of * 1 
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with whac readineſſe will he lay bold on an hand chat's 

held out to ſave him? Thus, the deeper ſenſe you have 
of your own vileneſſe, the mote will you admire Gods 
goodneſſe, in having any regard tofuch a worthlefſe 


wretch as you» The greater ceive yout fins co 
be, che 4 need you will le G fare metcie, 
che more you will prize, ind che claſet you will cteave 
to Chriſt, and the more readifie will you cont hither 
to receive che ſeal of your pirdon | lower 


humilations are, the ory ordinarily will you rife iti 
ptaiſe and joy, Wherefore it will be very needfull, e- 


ſpecially if this be the firft rice of chy teceiving, or 
though it ſhould not, yet I fay, it will be needfulf aud 
toſitable for thee to rake zn impartiall view of thy 
elf, hat 2 vile unworthy finner thou art, chat ſo thou 
maiſt chink meanly of thy ſelf as thou oughteſt to think 
and maiſt be fincerely humbled in the remembrance of 
all thy miſcartizges. And for chy help herein I (half 
run over a few particulars. WW 
Confider what a finfull nature chou brought it into 
the World with chee, being conceived 72 and hay, 
in iviquity, and being bereby 2 Chili wrath, 1 mg 
how ignorant thou art of , how much at enmitie 
wich him naturallie; how exceeding prone to all fin 
and how averſe from goodneſſe, as by experience thou 
hiſt ſadly found, and didſt ſoon begin to finde, fo that 
thou maift well acknowledge, that in thy fleſb dwells no 
good thing. And then remember with brokenneſfe of 
hearc, how exrly chou didſt ſer upon 2 trade of aQual 
ſinaing, wherein thou haſt been ſo conſtant all thy days. 
And call co minde the ſeveral ages of chy life which 
thou haſt paſt through, and the particular fins of choſe 
times: the ſenſualicy and pride, and all the follies of 
thy youth ; thy miſpence of precious time in idlen 
mipen R 4 


and fooliſh ſports and paſtimes. Reflect alſo upon tl 
fins of thy riper years, if thou art yet come to them 
ſuch commonly as company · keeping, drunkenneſſe and 
wintonneſſe; or on the other hand, covetouneſſe, owe 
eager following of the World, to the negle& of Gods 
ſervice, injuring and oyer-reaching: your neighbours 
unchatitableneſs to the poor. Call co mind alſo the p 
ces and relations you have lived in, and che (ins ya 
were therein guilty of, as whilft you were at home wit 
your Patents, at School, or in ſervice, ot any other way 
diſpos'd of: think whether you were not guilty of te 
ing lies, of diſobedience, flothfulneſſe and unfaichs 
fulneſſe, which are the uſual fins of thoſe times. You 
will finde it very proficable and affecting, to be as pat 
ticular and punctual as you can in this review, as to 
think at ſuch a place, in ſuch company, I was guilty; 
ſuch and ſuch ſins. And then fetch in matter for youp 
humiliation, by conſidering the ſeveral aggravations of 
your fins, as your being devoted to God by Baptiſme, 
and yer revolting from him, when you came to the 
of your reaſon ; receiving all you had from him, 
yet rebelling egainſt him, abuſing your mercies to 0 


diſhonour of the giver. Moreover our fins are much 
the more hainous, who have had good education, 
been brought up tobear and read the word of God, and 
have been plainly told what is your duty, ind yet ha 
neglected it; who have had many a time convictiom 
of the ſinfulneſſe and danger of your courſes, and yet 
have gone on in them, and have had ſome {one 


a reformation, and yet haye ſoon loſt them; or it n 
be under ſome pangs of conſcience, or in a fit of fickei 
neſſe, you have made promiſes of amendment, and yer 
all came co noching, but after that you went on ig 
cateleſſe courſe of life, You whom I now ſuppoſe o 
be choromly converted to God, ler it grieve your 


chus to remember che fans of your upregenerare flare} — 
dat you ſhauld live ſo long 'dfrom God, Aud en 
tett ain ſuch unworthy thoughts of him, and do ſo much 
to provoke him, hom you have ſince found ſo good 
and gracious. How can you with dry eies think of that 
time, when you were like others, fooliſh, diſobedient, de- 
ceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures ? Me thinks ycu 
ſhould be fil'd with a kinde of horrour when yeu do ts; 
reflect upon that diſmall Rare ? when you think how: 
neer you were to the burning Lake, ind yer how ſecure; 
and when you conſider whac a meer fink of loathſome 
ſins your hearts once were. . Oh: firs!/ wis not that # 
ſad time, when you could take delight in nothing bur in 


doing your ſelyes.miſchief ꝰ ben nothing taſted: freer 
but draughts of poiſon ? When the very bent of your 
ſpuls vas contrasy to God and godl ineſſe ? ſo chat har 
ever had a tendencie hereto, M nauſested hy you Þ 
Prayer wis a burden, heating © burden, holy confer- 
ence ſtrange ang r oubleſome, and a gadly like m C 
counted the greateſt toil and anne 
GG you could go whole daies ad weeks. withoutany- 
thought of God 4nd neyer ſeelanꝭ hurt ip it. Arran 
you without ſhame remember, hom you baue many 
time hearkned to Satan's temptationa, hilſt che good 
ſpirit of God hath been reſiſted and griev'd?- How did 
your loving Sayiqut follow you from timł to time, and 
by. his ſpiric and Miniſters beſeech you that you would 
be reconcil'd to God p and yet you did Rubbernly and 
unkindly put him off, when he had laid open to you bat 
he had done for you, and what advantages he came to 
bring you, yet yau {lighted his offers, as if they were 
inconſiderable things. Are you not amazed at your 
own daring impudence and preſumption, to make the 
great God wait on you ſo long in van? He who in 2 
moment could have Rope chat breath which he gave you 
Fw G 
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and chrown you into the Hell you deſerved, that yet you! 
durſt diſobey his commands, yea, even teject the ſuic h 
made to you, to ſave your own ſouls. But to proceedy 
you gte alſo co call to minde your miſcarriages, ſinoꝶ 
God by the power of his grace brought you home td 
himſelf, and ſhe d you ſo much of the evil of fin, that 


ly youre 
Think then bow unſuicably — have walk to the pro- 
feſſion you have made, ind the means you have enjoy d 
how unthankfull you have been for mercies, how un- 
fruitfull and unſerviceable ſince you beczmeꝭ the fer- 
vants of God, though heretofore you had done fo thueh 
againſt him; think bow little you have done i Pa- 


4 Ph. 
rents, Maſters, and Neighbours to advance his glorie,“ 
and conſider and bewail all other failings, in the dutier 
of your Relations. Oh think hat folly it was in you® 
ſo much as to venture upon the leaſt ſin, who have been 
convinced that its your own greateſt hurt; or to fare” 
aſide from the holy path, to walk in which you have 
found to be infinitelie moſt for your own eaſe and ad 
vantage, Let it grieve you to finde ſuch remnants'of © 
ſin yet in your ſelves, any inclination to evil and back? 
wardneſſe to good. With ſorrow look back upon a 
your ſlips and haltings, and partial backſlidings, the 
you have made no more progteſſe in holineſſe, not g, - 
more good by the priv ledges vouchſaſt you, BE HU 
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led in the 3 it duſfneſſe, by 
2 in religious duties, being either prone to 
le& them, or ſlubber them ovet en and 
manner, or elſe to reft in them. Call co mage a 
your unfaichfulnefle to che many promiſes, you have 
made of better obedjence, in your Prayers, or at the 
Lords Table; and eſpecially keg your carriage fince 
the laſt Sacrament, you who have formerly received ir, 
And having by ſuch ike conſiderations as theſe affeſted 
your hearts wich a ſenſe of your iniquiries, humbiy be 
take-your ſelves to God, and lay open all before him 
by a free and full confeſſon'ac what w.retch- 
ed jinous ſinners you are, and how unpotchy of the 
left falrour,” and beg of im to wok aud increaſe in 
Je chan ene end unaiy ſorrow for u, which they ft 
you fot ' And ceaſe not by your good will! fr 
this confeſſion, tit ye fade your fat, cen che lted 
mickin'you;' in che apptebenſſon of your 6wn vfeneſſe, 
dur however ceaſe Rory fl you inde in your bes ft a 
lonthing of every fitgaindof your ſelver'by reaſon 
And it you have at an inward ſenſe of your ſores 
pollucions, you will not want ſuch wotds to 
as will de acceptable to God; only ſee that you be 5 
cere, and let your heart make your confeſſions tather 
than your tongue. Labour to be is ſenfible of your 
caſe, as you would be if now you ſtood before x | 
whom you had offended, from whom except you bows 
beg a pardon, you muſt preſently be put to death, of 
which pardon there was good hope, if he did but 
ceive you to be really ſorry for yout᷑ fault. Oh bo w 
affectionate and earneſt would you be in 08 caſe ? 
and would have words at will to e your ſelf, 
How paſſionately would you acknowledge and bewail 
the offence you had commitred ? and with whar vehe- 
mence profeſſe againſt ever being guilty of the like? 
And 
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2 L ber Ban would you l. merci 
F 15 8 you ſaw no other way but preſenc death, if 4 | 
Jinporcunicie did not prevaile? Thus bebave your ſel 
towards God, and believe that he ſtands over: 
nom in your Cloſer, and hearkens to your Prayers, 
obſerves whether you be heartie in them or not. 
2 all chis while, it is an inyardediflike and ab 
rence of ſin, wherein the truth of your Repencam 
conſiſis, more than in hate confeſſing it, and (peakug 
againſt ic wich the greateſt fervour: theſe are requi * 
too, but beware of taking up with theſe; Beware 
ſay, as eyer you hope for mercie, of retaining any ſe} 
cret Hiking co fin, ot the leaſt thoughts of continuing in. 
jc till, whilR with a greac deal of ſtir you revile it 
ſuch an abominable thing. But rather, if you finde ig 
Four ſouls a kindę of hankering aſter ſome old luſt, not 
yet thotowlie mortified, berake-your ſelyes: ro-chols 
conſiderations which may bring you out of love within 
as bow little its like to do for you, what an bappineſſe.it 
dot now, and will hereafter deprive you of, bat 
miſeric it leads to, with other the like former lie [aid 
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down ; and quit not cheſe thoughts, till you finde you 
2 


ſehyes turned avainftic, For once again let me a 
you, then, and never till then, is your Repentanee 
night, wben you ate not only brought to grieve for ling 
but to hate it; when your he arts are not only broke u ia 
the retnembrance of it, but are broken off from, aud 
thorowlie bent againſt it. TH; 24 f val 
Though this exerciſe of Repencance ſeems moſt pron 
perly preparative to the work you are going about, et 
in ſuch a penitent humble frame would Lyhave:you bgy 
even when you ate at the Lords Table, If you eat the 
bread and mingle the Wine with tears, it will, be 
pever the worſe for your ſouls. And muſt ic not needs 
affect chee to behold Chriſts body broken, and — 


4 dicod poared ont here in 4 figure, and chen te th 
Sy withchy ſelf, {This was ſin, my ſiu ; even my pride a 
WI earchlineſſe, and all the wickedneſſe of my heart and 
fe, was part of chat load, which he bare on his O.] 
bodie on the Croſs, when he cried out, my God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me > Might not the Lord 
call to me, and even ſhew me the Print of my ma 
grie vous fins, in bis hands and feet, and the deep ſtabs 
they gave him? and yet upgratefull wretch that I am; 
bow little have I valued this his love? how little hath 
my heutt been affected here with ? where had been, ind 
wat had become of me, if he had not thus underts- 
ken for me? Oh hat had my fins brought upon me. if 
de had not interpos'd and kept it off? how mad and 
ſenſleſſe have I been, in venturing upon ſin, harbouring 
and delighting in fin ? Sin, which is ſo hainous a thing, 
that without ſhedding of blood it will never be remĩt- 
ted; and for which no blood, but that of Chriſts could 
obtain a remiſſion. How more eſpecially hainous then 
is my guilt in undervaluing this blood ſo much and ſo 
long, as I have done? Ho baſe was'my heart to give 
entertainment to fin after I bad heard what ic had done 
againſt Chriſt ? and to deny entertainment to him af - 
ter J had heard how much he had done for me? Was 
his kindnefle ſuch as to bleed for my ſins, and ſhalt 
not | weep for them, eſpecially for the unkindneſſe I 
have ſhewn to him :] As God never ſhew'derearer: 
love to Man, than in delivering up his Son for our of-! 
fences, ſo he never ſhew'd greater hatred of ſin than 
by this action; and therefore conformably as we oughr 
hereby to be brought to the greateſt love of God, ſo 
to the deepeſt hatred of fin and humiliation for it? But 
I have formerly more fully ſhewn how the cogſidet © 
tion of Chriſts death, may bring us to true Repent nee, a 
21d" what I chere ſpoke chiefly af change of ffatee 
1 may . 
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andy be applied to the partical ar exeteiſe of Repei 
tance, Wherefore I ſhall inſiſt no more on this. - One 
let me meet with an Obje&ion, that may perhaps be in 
the minds of ſome, namely, Th 2 fer ſin at this 
time, / carce ſetms conſiſtent with, that hope of mercy, that jj 
and thankfulndſſe, which are chiefly required in the Conmuge 
nicant. Know therefore, that I preſſe na ſorrow, hut 
what is a preparation to joy, ind doth even animate and 
exalt ic, whilſt the humble Chriſtian teflects upon big 
own nothingneſle and unworthinefle, and thence is 
carried forth ro the greater admiration of that merey 
that bath ſo favourably regarded him. Aud take notice 
farther, that I would have the ſenſe of Divine bounty, 
chiefly to raiſe and keep up this humiliation, whilſt we” 
think with our ſelves, Ob what wretched creatures are wey 
thus to offend ſo loving a Father, who noewuthſt anding all our” 
provecations, is yer compaſſionate towards us, and uper au 
return to him is ſo readily reconciled, To retain this ap- 
prehenſion of love in the midſt of our monrningsy 
will make chem moſt ingenuous, and even pleaſant 
to our ſouls ; and though ic will make us ſincere 
and deep in our repentance, yer it will ſo modes 
rate our ſpirits, that we ſhall not ſorrow 4s theſe with 
aur hope ; and I could wiſh chat Chriſtians in all; 
their ſorrowings would obſerve this rule. But then, 
chat ſuch an ingenuous ſhame and ſorrow as this, is con- 
ſiſtent with the greateſt confidence of mercy, thete i 
not the leaſt doubt, for which (to omit all further proof 
ola matter ſo plain) ſee that very appoſite Text, Exeks 
16. 62, 63. And I will qtabliſ my Covenant with thee," 
and thas ſhalt know that I am the Lord, Tbat thou maiſ en 
member aud be confounded, and never open thy month any; 
more becauſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified toward ib 
for all that thou hoſt done, ſaith the Lord God. I ir to be 
conſidered moreover, that the promiſes of joy are ba 
| cipany 
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cipally made do chi frame. The ſpirit of the humble 

and conttite, God hath promiſed.to revive ; They chat 
mourn ſhall be comfotted. And they who come to the 
Table of the Lord weeping, are moſt likely to return 


from thence rejoycing. ; 

4. And when yon are Wrought to this humiliation 
for, and hatted of fin, you will e aſily be to the 
next part of your work, which is, ſtedfaſtiy te reſelvr hy be 

ace of Gad, never more to give willing entertainment to 
ant, but to be entirely devated ta God by Fefws Clriſt, to 
love, pleaſe, and ſerve him all your days. I have told you 
how at che Lords Supper you renew your Covenant, to 
perform thoſe duties which you were engaged to, by be- 
ing Baptized into the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. Renouncing carnall ſelf, you profeſſe to 
place your happineſſe in the love of God, and no far- 
ther to regard or pleaſe your ſelves, than 1s conſiſtent 
wich his pleaſure ; Renouncing the world, your own a 
bilicie s righteouſnefle and worchineſſe, and all ways co 
to happineſſe, which are (er up agunſt Chriſt, you pro- 
feſſe tot ake him alone for your Redeemer, and to re- 
ſign up your ſelves to him, that he may bring you to the 
fruition of God; and therefore Renouncing the Devill, 
who would draw you from Gad and Chrift, ca gratiſie 
your luſts with earchly things, yau profeſſe your reſo- 
lutions to be led by che Holy Spirit of God, in thoſe 
ways that lead to his everlaſting kingdome. You who 
are truly willing to all chis, (for to fuch I ſpeak) I 
would have you in the moſt ſerious manner, tu ptofeſſe 
tte ſame before God, and eſpecially in the prayers 
cht you make, in preparation far the Sactament. Bind 
your ſelves over to him by che firifteſt vow, that he 
{ball de your God, and you will ber his people. Pro» 
foſſe to him, that be ſhalt be the portion of your ſouls, - 
that you will hade none in heaven but him. * | 
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fire nothing on earth in compariſon of him, char if | 
wilt but vouchſafe you his ſaving love in Jeſus Chliſ > 
you ſhall be indifferent to all chings here below, as” 
knowing that in his favour alone you are abunc ay „ 
provided for. Acknowledge his right to govern you and 
diſpoſe of yon, being your Maker and Preſerver, inſi- 
nitoly wiſe and good ; and engage to take him for yu] ] 
Soveraign and Lord, co render a ſincere, unlimited o 
bedience to his commands, and quietly to ſubmit to his 
diſpenſations. Profeſſe to him, that you relinquiſh all 
right to your ſelves, and give up all into his hands, to 
do wich you what he pleaſeth; conſecrating all to high 
glory, Whatever he doth or ſhall afford you, being te- 
ſobved, through his aſſiſtance, ſo to improve and employ . 
it. Promiſe co him, that neither your own will, nor the 
will of any morcall man, thall be obey'd in contradi- 
Aion to his, And bethink your ſelyes of thoſe ſius, 
whereof : you. have been more eſpecially guilty, in 
thought, word, or deed; and of the duties you have - 
omitted: and engage your ſelves particularly againſt” 
choſe fans, and co the performance of choſe duties. And 
then Remember under what notion you enter into Co- 
venant with God, and what kind of creatures you ate, 
even poor loſt ſinners, loaded with much guilt, which! 
you could never, by any ſatisfaction of your own ma- 
King, take off from your ſelves ; and alſo exceeding 
weak, ſo that you cannot by your own ſtrength give": 
that obedience ro God which he requires, nor vanquim 
the difficulcies which you will meet with; wherefore it 
is of abſolute neceſſity that you accept of Jeſus Chriſ 
a$ your Deliverer and your Strength: for he onely who h 
the Son, bath the Father alſo. Profeſſe then before God) fi 
your unfeigned willingneſſe to cloſe wich the Lord Je? 
ſus, to all choſe ends for which he offers himſelf to tis 
world. Acknowledge to him, that you neicher expe? 
- Io" mercy 25 


for ics own worth, bur chat you bumbly depend upon 
Chriſt the Mediat our for all that you ſtand in need of: 


Ałkaoæledge bis right to rule over and in you, as ha- 


ving bought you out of ſlavery with, his own moſt pre · 
cious blood, to whoſe mild and gracious government 
you will therefore ſubmic your ſel ves, Proſeſſe your wil 
lingneſſe and earneſt defire, to have your hearts pur- 
ged and ſanctiſied by his Holy Spirit, and your lives 


thereby directed according to the preceprs of the G- 


ſpel. Thus profeſſe your acceptance of Chriſt, and 
ſubmiſſion to the Spirir, that you may be brought into 
the favour of God, and be enabled to pleaſe and gloxi - 
he him by your holy converſation : for all tends to this, 
even to make you holy in heatt and life. Therefore are 
we m4rried to Chriſt, that we may bring forth fruit unto Gad, 
Rm. 7. 4. And the fruits of righteouſneſſe are by Jeſus. 
Chriſt unto the glory and praiſe of God, Phil. 1. T . In bim 
we are created unto god works, This is the effect of his death 
and teſuttection, that we might be dead to ſin, but alive 
unto God, Kom. 6. throughout. They are Chriſts Diſei- 


ales chat bring forth much ftuit to the glory of God the 


Ficher, Joh. 15. 8. And therefare is the Spicic of life, gi» 
ven us chtough Jeſus Chriſt, that we may be made free 
from the power of fin and death, that the carnall:mind, 
might be taken away, and we made ſubje& to God, and 
ile to pleaſe him; yea, that we might riſe up to an 
higher kind of life, more ſpirituall and he n 


Was ordinarily attainable under the Law, Nom. S. the. 


former part of that Chapter, This 0 el the 
ſumme of all, to devote your ſelves to God by Feſus C 

to live in bis love and fear, and in ſtrift obedience t bis, 
laws, till. you ſpall be taken to glory; you that are firmly, 
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wercy for any mri'6f your” o ner ſet upon duty ii 
your own might, not lock for accep;ance of any ſervice - 


purpoſed to do this, and have made promiſes therept 
5 betwint 
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betwixt God and your own ſouls, Do you eat the 
Bread and drink the Wine in the Sacrament, as a con» 
firmat ion of theſe promiſes, Let this be remembred 
beſeech you, wharever you forget, That hereby you dy 
mot ſtraitly engage your ſelves to live a Righteous, Saber 
and Godly life, from this very day, and to 3 end of your 
days. This ſome give as the reaſon, why che Name 
Sacrament is put upon Baptiſme and the Lords Supp 
becauſe they are of 2 like nature with that Oath, hi 
Souldiers were wont to take, to be obedient co their Ges 
neral), and rather to die than to forſake their Coloury 
, which military Oath was called a Sacrament ; and chuy 
both by Baptiſme and the Lords Supper are we conſe» 
crated to the ſervice of God, A very Heathen ancients: 
ly. when he gave an account of the practice of the 
Chriſtians, ſaid of them, that they did ſometimes in 
their aſſemblies, by eating and drinking together, en- 
gage one another to abſtain from, theft, murder, adul- 
tety, and all kind of wickednefle ; ſo right a notion he 
had of the deſign of this duty. Imagine then you heard 
Chriſt ſaying, All that will hearken to me, and become 
ſuch as I would have them, both in their hearts and liver, 
let them come and take this Sacrament, as a witneſſe of their 
reſolations to cleave to me, And let the voice of your ſouls 
in anſwer be, Lord, I am willing to hearken tothee, to takt 
thee for my Redeemer and Lord, and it is my anfeigned dts 
fire ta be holy as thou would'ſt have me, and it is my reſolui- 
on from this time fornard, by the help of thy S pirit, to yield 
ſincere obedience to all thy commands, and net allow "my ſelf 
in any known ſin whilſt life ſhall laſt, and in witneſſe here 
I take this holy Sacrament nhich thou hoſt call d m 
And thus thou do'ſ plight thy troth to Jeſus Chriſt, by 
partaking of theſe conſecrated Elements, as friends are; 
wont to break 2 piece of filver berwixt them, to bind 
each otier the fajter to the promiſes they make; or a4 
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the Min and Woman expreſſe their conſent to a Mar- 
riage, by cheir uſe of the Ring. And hereby thou do ſt 
in effect proſeſſe, that thou expecteſt ſal vation by 
Chriſt upon no other tetms, than as thou ſhalt be found 
faithfull in making and keeping this Covenant with 
him. Thou maiſt eafily perceive this is no crifling mat - 
tet, and therefore good reaſon there is, I ſhould adviſe 
thee to be ſerious and deliberate in ir, leaſt by thy hy- 
pocriſie thou ſnould'ſt even bind over thy ſelf to dam - 
nation: for if thy heart. will not conſent to ſuch a Co- 
venant as I have deſctibed, think not I go about to pers 
ſwade chee to diſſemble with God, Bur yet remember, 
there is nothing in all this, char may afford any ground 
of hefication or doubting, whether thou ſhouldꝰſt do ic 
ot not, unleſſe thou art in a doubt, whether thou hadſt 
beſt be ſav'd or damn'd ; for except thy heart be 
brought to ſuch a ſubjeRion to, and cloſure with Chriſt, 
ics impoſſible thou ſhould'ſt ever be ſav d by him. This 
Wedding-garment of Faith and Obedience, which I 
would have thee put on) is as neceſlary for thy being 
received into Heaven, as for thy being a welcome gueſt 
at this Table. And by the way, conſider how you have 
endangered your ſouls, you who have from time to 
time received Sacraments, and never. thought of any 
ſuch engagement as this, which yet the very action it 
ſelf lays upon you, nor ever took care to be Faithfull 
thereto. In what a daring manner have you laid your 
ſelves open to vengeance? And how great is that pa- 
af} tience, which hath hicherto born with you ? even whilſt 
you bave been wilfully guilty of moſt horrid perjury, I 
u, } mention not this to drive you to deſpair,no, there is yet 
hope of mercy concerning this thing, if vom ic length 
you are but ſenſible of your mi ſcarti age, and will cate- 
fully reform ir for the future. 
Whoever you are, that do now from your very 
S 2 heatts 
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| hearts render up your ſelves 820 by your Redeemer, 
doubt not of a gracious acceptance: you that with ſuch® 
deſigns do aſſemble to this Supper, (and none elſe ate 
fir ro come there) of yon will Chriſt ſay, when he look 
upon you, as once of his Diſciples who ſar about him, 
Behold my mother and my brethren, Mark 3. 34. for 26 
he there addes, ver. 35. whoſoever ſhall do the will of God 
the ſame is bis Brother, Siſter and Mother. Yea, to you 
will che Lord Almighty ſay, I will be a Father unto you; 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and danghters,-2 Cor. 6. 18. and 
and ſafely may you regard your ſelves in this comforta- | 
ble nearneſſe of relation to him, which brings me to the 
next. + 
5. You that are thus truly humbled for fin, and 
turned from it to God by Jeſus Chriſt, upon good 
grounds may, and ought to believe, that God will malt: 
good all the promiſes of his Covenant, which he hath wade id 
ſuch as you are, Whereupon you may with an holy” 
boldnefle beg the ſame at his hands, and accordingly” 
do it. Humbly beſeech him to deal with you according 
to thoſe gracious promiſes, wherein he hath cauſed you* 
to truſt. And for the ſtrengthning of your faith, conſi⸗ 
der ſome of the chief of them, and plead chem with 
God in prayer, and beg the bleſſings contained therein. 
Pray earnefily, that the Blood of Chriſt may cleanſe you. 
ſrom all unrighteouſneſſe, that your iniquities may le remem- 
bred no more; but that you may have peace with him, being 
freely juſtified by bis grace. Beſeech him to give you his: 
Holy Spirit, to carry en the work of faith with poger, to en- 
able you againſt cemprations of all ſorts, to fill your” 
with peace and joy, to lead you in the way wherein be” 
would have you to walk, and to perform that good thing be || 
hath begun in you to the day of Jeſus. Pray that you — 
de found in Chriſt, at that greit approaching day, and” 
may ſtand before him with boldneſſe, and be diſchar- 
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ged from all accuſations, and ſer wich the ſheep on his 
night hand, and with that little Flock be received into 
che Kingdome, which he bath promiſed to all that love 
bim. And ſince you are as yet in the body which ſtands 
in need of outward comfotts and ſupplies, and ate in 2 
World where you have relations, friends and affairs 
wherein you are concern d, you have promiſes touching 
theſe alſo; and may therefore confidently beg your 
heavenly Father, who knows what you need, to take 
I care of you and yours, and furnich you with whar he 
] ſees convenient for you; to direct you in all difficulties, 

and by his providence ſo to order all your affairs as may 
tend moſt to his glory and your good. Auł theſe duße 
J of God, and whar ever you perceive neceſſary, and dou 
not but they ſhall be given into you more abundant ly 
+Y than you can ask or think, and look upon them as con- 
| firmed to yon by the Sacrament, But remember al- 
v iies, that it is for Chriſts ſake that cheſe mercies are 
confet d upon you, ſo that you are to acknowledge your 
| ſelves unworthy of the leaſt of them, and confeſſe if _ 
; | you had your own deſert, you ſhould be Ripe of all 
1 | comforts, and be laid under the greateſt miſeries, Pro- 
feſle therefore that all you hope for is on the accounc 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who hath purchaſt all things needfull 
for che happineſſe of his people, afcer a forfeiture was 
| made of all by the fall of «Adams through him are 
+ {| theſe good things promiſed, and theſe promiſes fulfilled, 
In the new Covenant founded in his blood, they all ac- 
company his Perſon; and are aſcercained to thoſe that 
+} cordially receive him, as the Wife by taking a Noble- 
man to her Husband, is made partaker of his eſtate and 
bonours. So chat having Chriſt to be yours, all that is 
in Heaven or Earth to do you gdod is yours alſo, by ver- 
uu of that Covenant which (hall never fail: faichfull 
u be chat hath promiſed, 4nd will do it. a 
N S 3 Wbere- 


rler ee 
wm 7 d „ 
LY - . 1 * 


; (262) _ 
' Wherefore this Sacramenc, which you are about to 
receive, being a ſeal of that Covenant, you are to take! 
it as an aſſurance and pledge that all the bleſſings of it, 
ſuch things as I dire&ed you to pray for, ſhall be be- 
ſtowed upon you, in that time and order which God ſeet 
beſt. Here then yau ſee is work for faith, if you would 
recelve the comfort which this Ordinance holds forth, 
And more particularly I ſhall tell you in tWo words, 
what ic is for principally, and in hat manner you at 
here to exerciſe faich. 4 
t. Look upon the Sacrament as ſealing to you, 4 full and 
fres pardon of all the ins you ſtand guilty of, whether by nas 
ture or practice, ſo that none of them ſhall be laid to 
your charge, ſo as to condemn you at judgment. And 
for your clearer proceeding herein, you ate to apprehend 
the Sacrament as joyn'd to the promiſe of pardon in the 
Goſpel, and ſo to look upon it as a Seal annext to 
Writing, that promiſeth mercie to Rebels that ſubmit 
themſelves : And if a King ſhould ſend his Office 
with many ſuch Writinge, to a Companie of Men that 
were riſen up in Arms againſt him, and the Officer 
fhould cell them, Sire, here's 4 praciotes meſſage ſent you 
from the King; here are Papers under his omn hand, wheres 
in he aſſures a Pardon to ſuch of you that will now come ing 
and here's alſo his own Seal put to them for your greatet 
aſſurance, all which for yaur ſecurity, i le put into you 
hand preſently, if you ſubmit your (elves; They "I 
upon this come in, and take theſe Papers, have a pardoi 
thereþy given them, which they may boldly produc 
if afterward they ſhould be accuſed. -. Even thus apt 
you to conceive God's Embaſſadour, ſaying to you 
Al pon tbat are willing to receive Jeſus Chriſt to rule oum 
v and [ave you, be hath promiſed in his Goſpel to forgist 
all your ſins, and ( beſide that of. Baptiſme ) bath ordaines 
rhe Sacrament if bis Supper, as a Seal of this , | 
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miſe, bis Inſtrument of pardon ; 
poinzwent to give ont the ſame. You now who find your 
ſelves willing thus to receive Chriſt, are to take this Sa- 
crament as an aſſurance that this promiſe ſhall be made 
good to you; and ſo look upon it, and wich this quiet 
"2 your conſcience when it is unjuſtly clamorous, and ſi- 
ience Satan when he haunts you with temptationg to 
"ff deſpair : Then ſay within thy ſelf, [ Here's the word 
Jof God aſſuring forgiveneſſe to all that take Chriſt for 
their Lord and Saviour, which by his grace I finde my 
ſelf inclined and enabled to do, and he hath bound 
this word with his oath, and co both he hath added his 
Sacraments as Seals, and ſhall this chree-fold eord be 
broken? what ſhould give me ſatisfaction, if this do 
not ? therefore, be gore Saran, ſhall I not rather be- 
lieve thou art a liar, who telleſt me, repent and believe, 
and do all that I can, my fins are ſo great they can ne- 
ver be forgiven; than once ſuſpect that the moſt true 
God, will ever revoke that which he hath ſaid and ſworn 
and ſealed to?] And at the great Judgment Day of 
Chriſt will own his Hand and Seal ; and then ſolemnly 
acquic thee, whom be now pardons by his Goſpel. 
Safely then maiſt thou triumph with che Apoſtle, #bo 
ſhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Elett ? It's G 
that juſtiſieth: ibo is be that condemneth ? It. Cl rift that 
died, &c. And this Chriſt with his whole purchaſe is 
made over to thee, oh believing ſoul, Even by this 
Sacrament is his blood as effectually made chine, to 
waſh off all the guilt that cleaves to thee, as if thou 
badſt been barh'd in his warm blood to that purpoſe, yea 
much more eff : 
2. The oth Direction I would give you, 18, That 
Jon take the Sacrament 4s an earneſt of the everlaſting glo- 
73, which ſhall ſhottly without queſtion be vouchſaft to 
you, who remain ſtedfaſt in your Covenant wich God. 
oy S 4 Here 
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i Here in like manner you are to look upon the Goſpel, 
F- 26 a Deed of Gift, whereby, through Chtiſt, an Inberitante 
in the Heavens is ſetled upon you, to which Deed alſo 
the Sacrament doth Seal. Even as an Houſe is made 
over by the delivery of a Key, and Land by a Turf, ſo 
there is 2 kinde of conveyance of Heaven it ſelf made 
co you, by rhe delivery of the Sacramental Bread and! 
Wine into your hands. And when you receive them, 
imagine you heard God ſaying to you, Here, poor ſcu, 
| tabe this in earneſt of that eternal lite, x hich I have en 
4 for, and will beſtow upon thee. And if the heavenly Kings 
dome be thus aſſured to you, cn condition of your con- 
tiruance in the love of God, you need not queſtion; 
but all things needfull for your paſſagethither, ate here- 
in comprehended. If you ſhall have glory given you 
then be ſure you ſhall have that grace which may fit 
you for, and bring you to ir, whereof I ſhall ſpeak pars: 
ticulatly under the next head. And if you ate thus 
richly provided for, 2s to your ſouls, do you think your) 
bodies ſhall be neglected? No, never feat it; whatever: 
ſhall be found really good for you, ſhall be vouchſaft. 
* What ſhall you have Chriſt and bis ſpirir, grace and 
glory? And do you queſtion whether you ſhall have 
food andraiment? Will che Father make his Son Heir 
of all ben he comes to age, and will he not afford him 
2 maintenance till chen? only refer all your concern 
ments to God, to deal with you as he ſhall think fit, 
and queſtion not but hee I diſpoſe of all ro your content- 
ment, if you be reaſonable. The whole World is in 
the bands of your Father, and ic is not for want of pos: 
wer cr love, if you have not the gre are in it; but 
it is from his wiſdome and mercy, which Will rather give 
you the be#t, He that ſpared not his onn Son, bat delivered: 
him up fer you, and hath given him to you, how ſhall: 
le nu with bim freely give you «ll things ? Rom. 8. 32. 1 
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Would yon have 2 larger ward ? Is there 2 | 
want, not contained in this? The like you may-ſee, 
1 Cor, 3. 21 22. Things preſent and things to cume, all 
are yours Jee being Arie And as godlineſſe thus hath 
the promiſes of this lite, and that which ĩs to come, ſo 
both ſorcs of promiſes ate here confirmed to you by the 
Sʒctament. which is a ſeal of that full Covenant where- 
in bleſſings both of the right hand, and of the left are 
given 40 Believers. | 1215 Y 
You may ſee (ben, I hope, by this time, that this is 


no common Bread and Wine which is appointed for ſo 


great purpoſes. If a ta ig was given into your hands, 
whereby ſome gte at eſtate was conveyed to you, y 
would value ic fuxe above a common (tick, Wherefore 
if you would got be lamentably wanting to your ſelves, 
and Enemies to your own comforts, I beſeech you, all 
you that love the Lord Jeſus, know your own ptiviledg- 
es, and fix theſe things firmly on your mindes ; and let 


not the greatneſſe of them binder your belief, fincethey . , 


ite as ſure as greit; but ſee that you apprehend a re- 
ality in all that is done at this holy Table. See Chriſt 
himſelf in the Miniſter, ſee alſo the benefits that come 
by Chrift in che Bread and Wine, and Redfalily be- 
lieve chat cheſe are given you by Chriſt, as verily as 
the Elements ate given you by che Miniſter, For per- 
din and right to eternal life are things to be believed not 


felt, ſo that it is by believing that you muſt perceive te 


comfort ef them, Wherefore, beg of God to clear 
up theſe things to your apprebenſions, to remove doubt- 
ings, to ſtrengthen your faith, and to joyn the inward 
ſeal of his ſpiric, to che outward adminiſtration of big 
Ordinance, And do you take the boldnefle, though 
wich the greateſt humility, to proſeſſe to God, chat you 
take this Sacrament as an earneF of all thoſe mercies 
which you hope for from his bounty, as hereby ou thy | 
Wer 
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liver up your ſelves, and all you have and are, to his. 


will aud pleaſure. And as an earneſt engigeth both 
the Servanc and Maſter; to do according to their agree» 


ment, ſo is God graciouſly pleaſed hereby to engage 


himſclf to bis Creatures; ſo that not only from his 


bounty, but from bis juſtice and faichfulnefle , may 
ou expect wharever he hath promiſed to do for you, © 
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here being thus a ſacred Coyenant tranſacted betwixt 


God and your ſouls, ſee only that you be not creache- / 


U 


rous, and Heaven and Earth ſhall ſooner fail, than Sd 


s 


will depart from one tittle, of all that he bach ſaid. With 


confidence may you look upon God as your Father, 
Chriſt as your Head and Husband, the Holy Spirit as 


your Comforter and Guide, the Angels as your friends 


ready at Chriſts command to do you ſervice, the Saints 


in both Worlds as your Brethren ; and the full 8 | 
e 


ment of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in t 
joyfull communion of Saints and Angels, your aſſured 
everlaſting portion. | "2-4 

- 6. Since you in your ſelves are poor impotent cred» 
tures, Who withont Chriſt can do nothing, but muſt be be- 
bolden to that grace, which drew you to this Covenant 
to hold you in ic, and to help you to perform your part; 
and ſince there is of this grace, even now to be given, 
but to the prepared ſoul, Let it be your care to get very 


ſenſible of your ſpiritual wants, and to come hither earneſt- 


* by, deſiring and expecting a ſupply; Confider well with 
your ſelves, hat graces you finde weakeſt and moſt 
wanting, what duries you are prone moſt to fail in and 


bumbly beg ſuitable help and aſſiſtance. Examine © 


whar temptztious you are moſt expoſed to, and oftneſt 


overcome by, what cotruprions you finde yet ſtrongeſft 
in you, and eſpecially what thoſe fins are to Which you 


* 


World 


are inclined moſt by nature, and cuſtome, or ate mot 
in danger of by your employments or converſe in tb 


W * * 
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World, and repreſine . 48 in your yet before 
or | * Mayer befor 
God , and beg of him more power and 4325 2g iuft 
them, and now by this Ordinauee to convey it to you : 
Look round about and confider well the work you baye 
to do, the difficulties you are to grapple with, the ſe 
yeral relations wherein you ſtai and the duties they 
bring along with them, and noWlue out for ditection 
and aſſiſtance in all. And for your Entouragenierm,te- 
member what I cold you, char God hath engaged him- 
ſelf to all you his Covenant-people, to afford you 
whatever may conduce to your happineſs, now ſince you 
ſand in preſent need of the ſupplies of his grace, you 
may confidently expect the ſame. He that will bring you 
to the end, will give you the mcans.As if a King ſhou 
call ſome of his poor ſubjects, to give them great poſ- 
ſeſſions in another Country which he had conquered 
and ſhould alſo furniſh them with Rore of money an 
proviſions for the way, even thus bounteouſly wil God 
deal wich you, oh Believers, Hee'l pur ſtrengih into 
your feet, and revive your fainting ſpirits, that you 


may hold on in your way; you that wait pon the Lord, 


though you have no power of might in your ſelves, yec 
Hall renew your frength, and run, and not be weary, and 
walk, and not faint, till you come to your journies end. 

By faich in Chriſt we are engrafted into him, 2g 1 
branch into the Vine, and are related as a Membet to 
the Head, ſo that he is become the root of our life, and 
from him ſhall ſap and nouriſnment becommunicaced 
to our needy ſouls, He is the diſpenſer and fountain 
of Grace, and his Ordinances are as Conduir-pipes, 
and conveyances of the ſame, And of this nature is 
the Lords Supper. Here Believers are made to drin 
into the Spirit, 1 Cor. 12.13, Which words have 4 
plain reference to this Sactament, Baptiſme being men- 
tioned at the beginning of the yerſe, Come hithet 
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then, ob yee thitſlis ſouls, and be refreſhe with th 


Waters of life that (ſhall Row in upon you in abundance; 


Open your mouths wide, and they ſhall be filled. Be 
not ſtraitned in your ſelves: for the bowels of Chriſt 
are not ſtraitned towards you. Bring hither capacious 
u ſhall carry away accordingly. 


enlarged hearts, a 
The anointing of ti ¶Myirit, which is ſhed abroad upon 
you, is like the Widdows Oyl. 2 Kin. 4.5. It will 


not ſtay running whilk there is toom to receive it. O 
why is it then that e ire ſo empty? The fault is not in 


Chrift, we muſt needs acknowledge : But let us exa - 


mine whether we have not ſtuft our hearts with other 
things, that leave little or no room for gtace to be pou- 
red in there. Are we not fill'd with the love of earchly_ 


things? Is not our light moſt of all in profits and 
Pleaſures? And our deſires eagerly carried our aftet 


them? Do not Creature-comforts ſo poſſeſs and fill 
us, that they even thruſt forth the Holy Spirit from his 


habitation ? Do we not grieve him by our carnal joys 


and cauſe him to with-draw from us? Oh! for ſhame” 


let it be no longer thus wich us. Alas ! how little can 


theſe narrow hearts of ours contain of the fullneſs of 
God, though they were widened to their utmoſt preſent | 


capacity? And ſhall we pinch and ſiraicen them yer 
more, by entertaining every crifle there? This is that 


room which the King of Heaven would have entite to 


himſelf, and ſhall every common gueſt, every Beggat 


lodged there? Is ic fic that Money-changers and 


erchants ſhould fill rhe houſe of God? That it ſhould» 


be a thorow-fare for every Veſſel, every common and 

unclean thing? Oh let your hearts then be conſecrated” _ 
as Temples for the Holy-Ghoſt , not Dens of ſuch, * 
Thieves as rob God of his due, and draw away thoſe: | 
deſires and affections which he claims as his own. A 
now let the gates of theſe Temples fe open, 2 f 
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King of Glory miy come in. Now id an N 
ner let your hearrs be emptied of all traſh, · — d 4 
be ſill'd with the good things which are here diſtributed. 
If you were ſer to an heap of Gold, and bidden to carry 
away as much as you could graſp, you would 50 
dirt, nor ſtones in your hand, that would male thi 
hold ſo much the lefie. Looſen your ſelves then from 
inordinate love ot thought of any created good, your 
Houſes or Lands, your ple aſures or employmencs; with- 
draw your minds as much as poſſible from all temporall 
concernments, wich which whilſt you are taken up, the 
edge of your deſite after heavenly things is extrean 
abated. And if you come not birher wich great ex - 
tions, You are like tobe litile the better. If you have 
no higher deſigus, but wich à little ſeeming Devorion 
to eat Bread and diink Wine, then Bread and Wine 
are the beſt things that you are like to meet with: Fot 
is it probable you ſhould find that which you never loc 
afcer ? But if thou comeſt hicher with an holy greedi- 
neſſe after greater meaſures of grace, thirſting for the 
living God, as the Harr pants after the warer-brooks, and 
is the parched gronnd gapes for the refreſhing ſhowere, 
then fear it not, thy deſires ſhall be gratiſied. Thou 
cinſt not pleaſe God better, than by looking for the 
great eſt and beſt things from him,which bring moſt gl 
to himſelf, and do maſt good to thy ſoul. Beg ett 
then, that by the? poer of his Spirit accompan yigg 
Ordinance, thou muſt partake yer mote of 2 new ah 
divine nature; that thou maiſt 


diffuſed through thy whole man — — 88 bor 


ſome communications of that light and life, wich ChtiR 


came into the world: chat his 
that they might have ĩt more abundari 


might bave,' and 
tly;nowf praythar, 


his Death and ReſurreRion may hive their power and 
efficacy upon thee, that virtue may iſſue forth from him 
| for 
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for dealing. Reg, der 4 this food vey luſts may 
poiſoned and deſtroy d, and every grace ſtrengtb 
and — And be particular in thy Jefires. [h | 
that ſomething may be done this day againſt my pride 
and paſſion, my worldlineſſe and ſenſuality, my di- 
ſtruſtfull fears and diſcontents, Oh that I may be dev 
livered from that liſtleſneſſe, dulneſſe and diſtractiont 
here wich I am haunted in holy duties. Ob that I may 
find my heart hereby drawn nearer to God, ind carried 
aut With more unweariednefle and cheerfulneſſe in his 
ſervice; that I may be better enabled for a conſcientis 
ous diſcharge of my duty, in every place and rel ation 
that I do ſtand in, and in the whole courſe of my life, 
Bleſſed God, thou who knoweſt the fate of my ſoul, 
give in to me, I beſeech thee, what thou ſeeſt I need 
moſt; I have an hard beart, Lord ſoften it; a dead 
beart, Lord enliven it; I am much in the dark, Lord life 
thou up the light of chy countenance upon me. Mike 
me more bumble, holy and heavenly ; Oh take this ſea» 
ſon for coming in upon my ſoul, and beſtowing more 6f 
thy ſelf upon me, chat I may become more like to thee 
Theſe, oh God, are the mercies thou haſt promiſed to 
thy people, and. bidden them co ask; theſe thou art 
wont. to convey by thine ordinances ; for theſe things 
therefore do I wit -ypon thee this day, with no lowes 
ny: do I come to thy Table; wich ſuch precious 

gris the Lord Jeſus wont to fealt bis gueſts, and af 
fog: infinite ful neſſe it is, that I hope to participate 
through him it is I hope to be ſtrengthned with might in 
my inner man, cven to be made ſtroug by the Grace: 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Oh, will che Head let a mem 
ber periſh ? Shall a branch wicher for want of ſuccour 
— juyce > Bleſſed Saviour, thou who waſt ſo willing 
to hed thy blood for us, art thou not as willing to be- 
flow the fruits of it upon us? Art thou not ſtill a 0 
ci 


LC 


cifull and tender as ever thou waſtd, Thou who-didF 
once ſo readiby heal diſeaſes, and cure all that came to 
_ thee, haſt thou not as much mercy to ſouls as to bodies? 
Lord, I believe thou art as able and ready to help as 
ever? If thou wilt thos canſt make md clean, and it is m 
bope that thou wilt: Outward means without then 
cannot do it, yer here thou haſt bid us attend, and thus 
do, waiting for the deſcent of thy Holy Spitit. Oh 
grant the requeſts of thy poor creature ; S8 to e 
it unto thee even 4s thou wilt: yea, even is thou wilt nb 
Lord; let it be unto me, who att ever readily and 
ſtrongly inclined to do thy people good, | Thus ſtirrs 
up your ſelves, and actuate Faith in ſuch holy brea+ 
things as theſe, and be aſſured, ſuch additions of Grace 
as you are fitted fot, and God in his infinite wiſdome 
ſees meet at pte ſent to deal out, (hall be conferr'd upon 
you; and being refreſht and ſtrengthged with this han 
quet, you may cheerfully walk an yourway to glo y. 
7. From all that hath been ſaid of the great of 
the mercies here commemorated; beſtow'd and 
to, it will appeat moſt reaſonable and juſt, that 8 
bearts of all Gods Haufe ſervants ſhauld her: be raiſed to 
the greateſt height of divine love, thankfulneſ[e, and jay. 
I put theſe together, becauſe, though An the notion they 
are different, yet in the workings of che ſoul they uſu- 
ally go together. That Came: goodnefſe which works 
love and thankfulneſle, cauſerh joy too, as it's begun 
to be enjoy d, or ſtrongly hop'd for. And this is 
frame moſt proper to a Commuticant, all his prepars- 
tions being much in order coir: "Therefore ſhould he 
get ſenſible of his miſery, and humbled for bis ſin, chat 
he may have the:more affectionate thankfull ſenſe of 
the mercy that pitied and pardoned him. Wherefore 
labour much with your ſelves, even beforehand} to riſe 
up to this ingenuous and pleaſant temper, which wil 
prove 
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prove {6 acceptable both ro God and your ſelves, 
Dwell intently upon that amazing mercy, which God 
hath revealed co mankind in Jeſus Chriſt, which thing 
the 4ngels themſelves deſire to look into: Ponder well the » 
ſeverall beightning circumſtances thereof; the mean- 
neſſe, ſinfulneſſe and miſery of man, the Majeſty of 
God; the dignity of Chriſt, the greatneſſe of his conde- 
ſcenſion and ſufferings, the ſulneſſe and freeneſſe of his 
purchaſe and offers, Study all his dealings with your 
ſelves in patticulat, whereby he hach accompliſhr in 
you the deſigns of his love; and continue theſe muſings,” 
till you feel a fire'of love and joy kindled within you. 
Let not Saran ſo farre have his will of you, as to caſt 
you into theſe dejections, and groundleſle perplexicies; 
which will rob God of his praiſe, and you of your com- 
fort · Let him not be able to perfwade you that God it 
eruell and unmetcifull, and hardly reconciled to teturn- 
ing ſinners: Have you not the ſtrongeſt, and moſt un - 
anſwerable demonſtration at hand, to confute him? 
would you de ſite, ot can you have a greater evidence of 
the graciouſneſs of his nature, thanthit very mercy which 
you are going toremember?even hi sgiving his only Son 
to die for us, whilſt we were yet angodly and enemies. And 
did he of his own free grace, wichout our asking, and 
agzinſt our deſerving, fovide 2 Saviour for us, and is be 
yet unwilling to ſave us ꝰdid he find out a means for our 
reconciliation to himſelf, and is he now backward to be 
feconciled ? Does he importune us to take that, which 
he is unwilling to give us? Be not, I beſeech you, af 
ſuch an eaſie belief of the Devil's groſſe fallacies, and 
ſo hardly drawn to believe what God hach not onelx 
ſaid, but done, ſo much to make it paſt all doubting. 
See the Apoſtle atguing much after the ſame manner 
Row, 5. 6, 7, 85 9, 10. On let yout hearts then be fill d 
with admiration of chat love, Which God hach herein 
expteſt 
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expreft to men, che wondrous gfearnieiſe 


gitions of Chriſſians eccho back their Glory be to God in 


in God bad left us in the hands * to whom 3 
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ſach; thit it almoſt ſurpaſferh our Faith, and doth fi 
ſurpaſſe our full comprehenſion. That there ſhould be 
2 Way for the recovery of ſelf-· deſttoying ſinners, con- 
trived by him whom they had offended; and brought a+ 
bout by the de ith of his own Son, that they might be 
raiſed to the higheſt happineſle, even in eternity of the N 
moſt raviſhing joys, in neareſt communion With the 
Divine Majeſty, and all this to be had for a cotdiall 2 
chankfull acceptance This is the Lords doing, and all- 
may it be marvellous in our eyes ; Great things bath the 
Lord done for us, whereof let our fouls be gad. If an hoſt 
of Angels came from hexven to proclaim theſe good 
tidings of great joy to all people, (Hall nor the Congre- 


the higheſt, "who hath ſent on earth peace, and ſhewn ſuch 
goed ill to nen? Oh give thanks unto the Lord, for be is 
od, and his mertj endureth for ever, Les the Redeemed. 
of the Lerd ſay ſo, whom he hath redeemed from the 
hand of the enemy). Oh do vi praiſe the Lord for his 
good neſſe, and for his wonderfull works to the children o 
men; who hath ſbenn mercy to ſuch as ſate in darkneſſe, and 
in the ſhadow of death, and hath broken the gates of braſſe,and 
cut the barres of iron in ſander ; and hath ſent his word and 
healed you, and delivered you from deſtruftion. Oh do you 
ſacrifice the ſacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works 
with rejoycing. Plal. 107. Call upon your ſouls wich 
the Plalmiſt in another place, Bleſſe the Lord, oh my ſonl,, * 
and all that is within me bleſſe his holy name; Bleſſa the 
Lord, oh my ſoul, and forget not all bis benefits, wbofogiverh | 
thine iniquities, and healeth all thy diſeaſes; who redeems thy 
life from deſtraction, and who crowns thee with loving kind- 
heſſe and tender mercies, Plal: 403. at the beginning. Oh 
think what a deplorable condition we had been in, if 
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" enſlaved our ſelves, and had never lookt after us mores © 
Oh what a dungeon bad this world then been ! where © 
we ſhould have lived in darknefle and fetters, in hor- 
rours and totments, and all ac hut an inlet and paſſage 
to miſeries infinitely worſe, and altogether unavoidable. 
But oh bleſſed, and for ever praiſed be his Name, Who 
hath viſited the earch with his goodneſſe, and cauſed 
the rejoycing light to ſhine in dark and diſconſolate 
places; and hath proclaimed liberty to the captive, and 
wn 2 ſtrong hold, to which he hath called the Priſon» 
ers f hape to turn themſel ves, having laid help on one 
that is mighty, ſending forth the priſoners ont of the pit by; 
tre blood of the Covenant, Zach. 9. 1 1. This is that blood 
which by the Wine in che Sacrament is repreſented to 
you, yea, which is thereby put into your hands, and gi- 
ven you to drink in remembrance of that which was: 
once ſhed ſor you, And ſhall not the hearts - blood of 
your deareſt Lord warm and reyive your ſouls, enflame 
and advance your love? Will you not now begin that 
nez ſong of the heavenly Chore, «ſcribing bleſſing, bo- 
nour, glory and power to him that fits upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever, who by bis blood redeemed ney 
and makes us kings and prieſts unts God, Rev, 5. This is 
chat blood to which you owe all that you have or hope 
for z This quencht choſe flames, which elſe had fed up- 
on you for ever; This ſatisfied that juſtice, which elſe 
had laid hold on you for your diſobedience ; This pur: 
chaſt an inhericance, which ſilver and gold could no 
buy; This purgeth the conſcience from dead works, and 
makes the ſoul fruitfull unto God; This pacifies ths 
Conſcience, and appeaſech the diſturbances chat ſen(s 
of guilt is apt to raiſe ; By this blocd of the Lamb, it it 
that the Saints in all their conflicts do overcome. 1 
can you withhold che moſt affeRionate hearty chankfuly 
neſſe for ibis precicus all-healing blood ? n f | 
| oull 
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| ſhould even he pained in our ſelves, au fot knoy 
how to give vent enough to our-affeRiony, . eſpecially 
when our bleeding Lord is ſer befare us. Oh let him 
wholly polſeſleyour thoughts, and do you view / chat 
N tranſcendent love which he manifetted in bis whole 
> { courſe, but chiefly in the cloſe of it, char all may beget 
in you ſome anſwerable returns of love. Read, as you 
1 have leiſure, choſe heavenly diſcourſes which were his 


Farewell Sermons to his Diſciples, and his laſt prager 
for them, which you may find in the 14,15, 16,17. 
Chapters of Jobn, and ſee there how love breaches in 
9. everyline. Follow him to the Garden, and there bear= 
ren co his groans, and behold his bloody ſwear, which * 
01 Y proclaims him to be jich of love, of a love that would not 
t- be quencht by thoſe crimſon ſtreams. No, ſüll he goes on, 
id go thou after him with che Women that followed 
of. him. co his Croſſe; and weep not, if thou canſt farbear, 
ne whilſt chere thou ſeeſt him die for loue; even for love 
at of thee, poor ſoul, who do ſt ſincetely love him. Are 
0 Y chou not aſtonĩſht at the thoughts of ic > What could 
the Lord Jeſus ſee in ſuch miſerable worms as we, that 
ſhould incline him to undergo all chis on our behalf? 
Nay, there's the wonder, be {aw nothing, and cherefore 
be undetwent its Nothing did I ſay ?-yes, he ſaw- our 
guilt and defilement; for which he might have juſily 
loathed us: But he ſeeing all this our mifery, was ra- 
ther moved to a compaſſion for us; Such a compaſſion 
as never dwelt in a mortall's breaſt, that he (ſhould pity 
thoſe who pictied not themſelves, and die to recover 
thoſe who had even murdred themſelves, yea, that be 
could die to make chem happy, whoſe — were the 
vl cauſe of his Death, and even merit metey for ſuch as 
had no mercy on bim, and give life to them who took 
Ni, away, All chiswas voluntarily done by the Son of 
od, who became Man, on purpoſe chat he might — 
| 3 
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and do all this for the ſons of men. Let Plays and Fidi- 
ons be hilt off che. Stage, lex Romantick follies be ſhi- 
med into obſcuricy : for here is that which alone de- 
ſerves the name of Love ; here's ſuch Truth, as com- 
mands our belief; ſuch worth #nd weight, as calls for 
our regard ; and ſuch ſtupendious greatneſſe, 2s may 
raiſe our wonder. Here behold the power of love in 
the faite diſplay of ir, chat ever was mide to te 
world, ſince its foundations were firſt laid, beyond 
which imagination it ſelf cannot aſcend, nay, which 
falls vaſtly ( ſhort of it; how vaſtly ſhore then doth ex- 
teſſion fall? but yet oh that we could feel as much ig 
that little which we ſpeak ! Was it ever before known, 
that the Shepherd ſhould- lay down bis life-for bis 
ſheep? not for innocent ſheep, but to reduce wilfull 
ſtraglets to his Fold; that he who was Lord of ally 
ſhould die for his Subjects? not for obedient Subject 
but for Rebels appointed to the ſlauęhrer. Thus contis 
nue thy medications till they have ſo good an effect up⸗ 
on thee, that if Chriſt ſhould appear to thee at this in- 
ſtant, as thov art got alone, and ſhould call thee by 
Name, as once he did Pier, and ask thee, Soul, Loves 
thou me? chou mighteſt be able truly to return his an 
ſwer Lord, thos :noweft that I love ther. And then to 
aſſect chec yet more. conſider of Gods ſaving love in 
Chrift particutarly revealed to thy ſoul, char he wa 
pleaſed to ſay torhee, when thou w. i in hy bloed, Live; 
Calling thee out of darkneſſe into his ren 


tying hold on thee by” his Spirit, and recovering t 
co himſelf, when thou waſt running farfe away fret 
him; and many a time preventing and reſtoripg thee 
bis grace, when ct etwiſe thou hadſt utterly ruin'd lt 
ſelf. - Oh praiſe him that he left thee nor in Satan 
kingdome, under the power of thy luſts, but with! 
ſtrong hand and oucltrecched arm brought thee on | 
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that houſe of bondage; and\magnifit his name when 
thou beholdeſt that blood wherein thy ſins were drowu 
ed, as the Egyptian in the Bed-Sex. O bleſſe his 
name that he did not ſuffet thee to remain dead in tre- 
paſſes and fing," yea, that he did not ſtriłke thee dead in 
them, and ſentence thee to] the: ſecond death, after 
which there is life no mote. This is a fit ſeaſon for 
recolledipg all the ſpecial mercies of chy life, ich 
God hath ſhevn either to ſoul ot body, to thy ſelf or 
thine, all which thou arc to lock upon as vouchſaſt 
through Chriſt © which makes the mercy infinitelie 
oreatefs It £4: 0 6 ; 
” And when you have thus: endeavoured te get your 
hearts brim-full with love and joy, dome and let them 
riſe higher, and boil over at the Table of the Lord. 
Let no ſadneſſe appear in your 4aoks.nor 4 cormenting 
thought, by yout gocd will, ſeiae upon your heatts this 
day, Come loathing ſin as much 28 you are able, but 
come oving Chriſt as much 3: Hive as lom thoughts ot 
thy ſelf as thoumilt, and be ase as thou canftin 
remembrance of all thy vilene ſſe, hut yet let thy Saul: 
mgpifie the Lord, and ib Spitit re jones in Gad thy Sauiare 
Tuy gracious Lord will not uphtaid thee with! ay for- 
mer unkindneſſe and neglect of his love, which thou 
art heartily aſham?d of and ſotry for, Wherefore though 
thou maiſt come /bluſhing and weeping, yet come not 6 
into his preſence. daunted and deſpairing. He died 
on purpoſe to eaſe your ſouls of all thoſe feats, which 
make you your; life time ſubject unto bondage.” Will not 
yon receige comfort, for whom he hath ſhed his blood, 
that it might be your Cordiall > Let him ſee you then 
improve ir this day to chat puppoſe: for your health: 
and pleaſure, if it be ſolid, 18-his delight. And if 
he would have your joy at any time in this World full, 
no ic is; If you mult ever "ny rejeyce, this I am ſure 
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is H lit feaſon. This is our moſt ſolemn Thanks giting 
Fra. Oh wonderfull! That the comme morationt 
che Moſter s death ſhould be the Servants Feaſt, It is 
his pleaſute to have it ſa," and let us thankfully comply 
therewith. Inſtead of bis Vinegar and Gall, he gives 
us Bread and Wine, and better things than they. Here 
he hath made, according to his promiſe, Iſa. 25. 6. 
A Feaſt of fat things, a Feaſt of Wines on the Lees, of fu 
things full of marrow, Wines on the Lees well refined, 
And you may be ſure the Matter of this Feaſt, who en- 
rertains his gueſts with an affection as great as rheir 
fare is coſtly, would not have them fic there {ad and 
dejected, as if they liked nor their proviſions or thought 
rhemſelves not welcome. Would it pleaſe you to ſte 
your friends in ſuch a poſture at your Table? Oh que- 
ſtion not your welcome, all yee lovers of Chriſt, but 
when you are rhere aſſembled, imagine that you heard 
lim ſaying to you, Eat ob friends, drink,'yea drink alun- 
dantly, oh beloved. Here he hath brought you into his 
Banquerring-Honſe, and his Banner'dver you ſhall be 
love. Here will he comfort you with Heavenly Mama, 
and ſtay wich Flaggons all you that are fick of love, 
You Children of Abraham, that come from the ſlaugh- 
ter of your luſts, | here doth your Lord meer you as bit 
type ( Melchizedeck ) mer your Father, Gen, 14+ 18. 
Setting before you the Bread and Wine for your re- 
freſhmenr. And bere will he bleſſe yu; He ſhall cauſe 
you to ſit under his ſhadow, and His fruit ſhall be ſweer 
ro your taſt. Here may you expect the moſſ comfor- 
table commi ni >n with Chriſt, that is tö be had in this 
lower World. Here then believing in, aud loving him whom 
yin have not ſeen, but hom you may here Tee fepe- 
_—_ do you rejsyte with joy unſpeatgable, and full: 
glory. ; 2 y 
8. That your hearts may be more heavenly in this 
4 | m7 4 wor N 
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. 
work, and ſo mote apt to be fill d with joy, and to break 
out in praiſe, let me earnefily deſire you here to have an 
eye to 4 glorified, 4s well à 4 crucified Chriſt, to remem- 
ber not only his humiliation, but his exaltation. It 
was the minde of Chriſt, that his Reſutrectien, tather 
chan his birth or death, ' ſhould conſecrare a weekly | 
thankſgiving, to be obſerved by che Churh in all ages, 
which ſhould be call'd the Lords own day, and be ſpear 
in his praiſe and ſervice. This being the accompliſh- 
ment of bis labours, his finall victory over death, and | 
the gtave, and all Enemies that did aſſault his owh per- 
ſon, rhe memorial whereof muſt cherefore needs be 
moſt rejoycing to his ſervants: And as his Reſurrecti - 
on cannot be remembred without his birth and death, 
which muſt of neceſſity precede it) no mote can bis 
death be here rightly remembred,without we alſo bear 
in mind his ReſurreRion and Aſcenſion to Glory. Can 
we remember what he was, and not think what he is? 
Sid meetings had we made indeed .ifour Lord had been 
held under che power of death, if ſuch a thing may be 
imagined, All the World then might well be in che 
diſconſolate poſture of the two Diſciples,thar were tra- 
valling to Emu, crying our Hg truſted this had been, 
He who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael. Luk. 24.21. Then 
would our faith be vain, we ſhould be yet in our fins. But 
we may now comfort our ſelves, and uſe the Apoſtles 
gradation, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge f Gods 
Elect? It's Chri$t that died, yea rather that's riſen again, 
and is even at the right hand of God. And now with joy 
ler this Reſurtection and Glory be remembred as being 
the fore - runner of yours. When in your thoughts you 
have deſcended as low as his Grave, and thete ſtand 
weeping to think how your fing have ſlain him, ima- 
gine you-heard ſome Angel beſpeaking you, in almoſt 
the ſame language that he did the Women at his Se- 
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pulchre, Aar, 16. 6, 7. Fear mot yer, 1 nom that 
you ſeel Jeſus who was crucified ; He is nit here for he is 
riſen a: he ſaid, and is gone before you, not into Galilee, but 
iato Heaven, there ſhall you ſee him. When therefore 
you ſhall in this Ordinance ſee Chriſt crucihed: before 
you, think with: your ſelves, Th 4 the Lamb that was 
dead, but is alive, and lives for ever. By the celebtating 
of this Sacrament, you are to he forth the Lords death. 
till he eome. Remember then he is to come, for this: ſe- 
cond coming would Chriſt have you keep much in your 
£1oughts as well as his hiſt. He left not this pledge of 
his love with his Church, as a dying Man leaves ſome 
gift with his friends to put them in minde of him whom 
they ſhall never (ee more; but as one ho goes a long; 
journey, leaves his P.Cture wich, his Wife, that ſne may 
be mindfull of him in his abſence and be quickned te 
long after his return. And good tea on have you to be 
mindfull of the Glory of out Lord, fince you your 
ſelves will be ſharers herein, and ſo at once you te- 
member both. Here I told you, you take an earneſt of 
the everlaſting tr2aſures; and the conſidetatipn there- 
of is exceeding neceſſaty, to raiſe your. value of that 
which will othcrwiſe appear but worthlefle and mean. 
And conceive of your ſelves as in a journey to that 
Kingdome, having here taken in by the way to refreſh 
your ſelves, as travellers are von to tu n in and bait. 
And like the Prophet, 1 King. 19. 8. In the Strength of 
this meal you are to go on toward the Mount of God, 
Theſe are proviſions ſent by your Foſeph, to ſerve you by 
the way, till you come home to himſelf. Vet a few 
more Sacraments, and you ſhall be paſt the need of all, 
Here are ſome fragrancies and drops of ſweetneſſe for” 
the refreſhment of Pilgrims, ill the day breaks, and the | 
ſhadons flee away, when we ſhall get ap after our. Lord 10 
the Mountains of Myrrhe, and the Hill of Franckincenſe, - 
Here 


AY 
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Here a Table ĩs ſpread for us in the Wildernefſe, und 
ſome cluſters of Grapes preſt into out Cup, till we 
ſuall coma to Canaam and enjoy the vintage. Behold 
in this tr anſac ion at the Lords Table an emblem and- 
ſhadow of the future glory, and let your thoughts take 
advantage from what's here preſented to aſcend to the 
joyfull contempl ation chereof, yer within a while, and 
you Who are here his welcome gueſts, ſhall fir down, 
wich your after at his Table in bus Kingdame ; and there: 
ſhall taſte of the fruit of the Vine nen xith bim; and ſhall 
eat of a Manna that is yet hidden to you; and ſhall ex- 
change yout preſent, company for the ſociety of innu- 
merable Angels and perfect Saints. And let this ſome- 
thing quiet yout mindes, though fiot take off the quiek- 
neſſe of your deſites, all you holy ſouls, who are ated 
by ſo noble and Grong a paſſion,. that you are-lmfſttient 
of that diftance at which you yet finde your ſelves from 
him whom, you love, und are even weary of the World, 
where you cannqt fully enjoy him, much more of your 
own hearts that are ſo eſtranged from him; comfort 
your ſelves; for within 4 very ſhort while, your cies 
(hall behold him, and you ſhall be fully ſatisfied in, 
your maoſt intimate acceſſe to and abode with him. Lou 
may look back with joy on the Redemption Chtiſt hath 
wrought for you, and may look before you, and lift up 
y ur heads with joy, as knowing the day of full and fiaall 
Kedemption draws nigh. Only ſee that you now thirſt ar- 
dently after that ſpiritual communion with him which 
is here attainable, in being poſſeſt by him, and cloſely 
uni:ed to him, that being joyn'd to the Lord, you may hes 
come one ſpirit, This is the bleſſed, and only poſſible 
tranſubſtantistion, to be trauifirmed into the lileneſſe of 
Chriſt, which is of infinitely more advantage to the 
believing ſoul, than if, according to that monſtrous Po- 
piſh fiction; he ſhould chew the very groſs fleſb, and 
{wallow 


Dx» 


(282 


ſwallow the raw blood of Chriſt ! For by this means his 
body would only be changed into outs, but by the change 


I ſpeak of, our Spirits become like co his, And if now 
you hold but this fellowſhip with Chriſt in che ſpitit, 
thorcly you ſhall have a ve preſence even to the ſatis- 


faction of ſenſe it ſelf + Then ſhall you ſee him as he is 


for you ſhall be made like to him in that day of his ap- 
pearance. Then indeed ſhall Sacraments vaniſh as 
| Uſeleſs (ſhadows, you having got the ſubſtance Chriſt 
bimſelf. You need then no more behold him in a 
Glaſs, bur ſhall ſee him face to face, and be perfectly 
changed into his Image. Oh the difference that will 
be betwixt char dex; take and this dark, alas through 
our on fault, too dark remembrance. Oh that's the 
comfort ! we ſhall then have laid by all that Rupidicy 
and difineſſe which here attends us whatever we are a- 
bout. Thar full view of our bleſſed Lord will for ever 
cure us of all coldneſſe and unbelief, and raviſh us into 
one eternall, affeRionare admiration of divine love, 
If chat joy which aroſe from faith and love, whilR he 
was not (cen, was #nſpeakable and full of glory, how in- 
conceivable, how tranſcendently glorious muſt that 
which ſhall ariſe from his immediate fight: If ic be 
ſuch a precious priviledge to have @ right to Heaven 
here ſolemnly given us, hit will it be co enter upon 
actual poſſeſſion? Oh then, Chriſtians, whilſt you are 
remembrins Chriſt at his Table, let it rejoyce your 
hearts co conſider, that he is remembring you at his fa» 
thers right hand, and thither will ſhorcly exalt yon. 
All you whom the King of Glory now eſpouſeth to 
bimſelf as ir were by Proxie, as Princes take Wives by 


their Embaſſadours, remember that the day is bafteningy 


when your matriage ſhall be more publickly and cr1- 
umphanily ſolemnized ; when all you bleſſed ones ſhall 
be call'd to che great Marriage-Supper of the Lamb. 
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at ſhall comes will c and 
will not tarry : And do you no get yout ſouls mount- 
ed as high as you can climbe, by all the means that are 
afforded you, and and ever wiſhly looking, and dili- 
gently preparing for his appecarance'; and never flick 
your watch, nor let your expectations cool, till eirber - 
you ſee him comming in the clouds, or ſhall be taken 
up beyond chem. * 1 
Mich ſome ſuch Medications as rheſe, which T have 
ſugge led to you under each Head, let your t 
be taken up whilft you are emploted in his duty, as 
you ſhall find your felves moſt inclined und 2 GOds 
Spiric ſhall direct you: for you need not conſine your 
felf as tothe method and form, burrather let your af- 
fections haye rheir free courſe. ' Onely ſee that yu 
watch narrowly over your hearts through the whole 
work, that deadneſſe and diſtractions may not poſſeſſe 
you. Keep up a ſtrong ſenſe of Gods preſence with 
you, and often lift up your hearts to him for life and 
quickning. And let all the powers of your ſouls be 
ſummoned up, and engaged in this action, with all poſ- 
fible vigour and cloſęneſſe. Let your minds be 
cleer from ſadning and from impercinent thoughts, that 
you may attend upon the Lerd without diſtractitn, and be 
more capable of thoſe ſweet foretaſts of his goodneſſe, 
which may be as a certain pledge of your” everlaſting 
enjoyment of all that he hath in ſtore for his people. 
9. Laſtly, let me in 2 word or two direct you to be 
careful in the exerciſe of brotherly love, I need not ſtand, 
I hope, to repe at the advice I gave you, to get all brea- 
ches made vp beteixt your ſelves and brethten; to do 
All chat in you lies to obtain peace; and if that cannot 
be had, yet to forgive all injuries that have been done 
you, and to cleanſe your minds from rancour and ma- 
tice, and afl defire of revenge ; to this let the love of 
Chriſt conſtrain you, And 


nd #7 (284) / OS 
And moreover, let your hearts be let out, with x 
fincere and ſtrong affection, toward all your Fellow- 
members of thit body, whereof Chriſt is the Head. A 
pleaſanr fight it will be to your Maſter ho js in heaven, 
to look down upon Yau his Diſciples, and ſee you here 
feaſting together in mutuall love and delight, in the re- 
membrance of all that love which he hath ſhe n to you, 
and in the joyfull expectation of what farther he hath 
promiſed. ' And whilſt your love is ſtirted up to hriſt 
himſelf, it cannot chuſe but be ĩmparted to his friends 
that are in ſight;ſuch who ſincerely love him, d on whom 
be hath ſer Ws heart, and hath ſhed on them his Spirit, 
whereby they are made like to him, and therefore muſt 
needs be lovely in your eyes to whom Chriſt is precious; 
as being alſo by this ſame Spirit made like to your ſelves; 
and when,in ycur joyning with them in this ſacred aRi- 
on, you remember that cheſe (hall be your everlaſligg 
companions in the jay of your Lord, and ſhall chere 
joyn with you in ſounding forth his praiſes, this will 
farther engage you to them, as being heirs rogether of 
the grace of God, and will work in you the beginnings 
of that love which will hereafter be perfect and petpe: 
tuall. Whilſt your love is built upon ſuch right nd Ga, 
tholick principles as theſe,being placed upon a Chriſti- 
an as a Chriſtian, you hold a Communion in the Spi: 
ric wich all true Chriſtians throughout the world; though 
your affections will be moſt ſenſibly enlarged to thoſe 
that you know, and with whom you hold a locall com- 
munton in the worſhip of God. And yout joint aſſem- 
bling at this Table is a badge of your mutuall love, and 
an engagement to the firm continuance of ic. Here ate 
you made to drink, into one Spirit, by which you were 
Baptized into one body, according to that Text I named, 
I Cor. 12, 13. This Sacrament is, if I may ſo call ir, aa 
Holy Philtre, hereby Believers are united in more fer- 
enn 
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vent love to thelt common Head, and to one 4 Or 
The Blood of Chrift is the onely cement and ſoder of 
ſouls. And this is that Chriſtian love which they are 
taught of God, to which they ate inclined by their new 
nature, and which will eahly be brought into exerciſe, 
where the grace is firſt wrought in the hearr ; wherefore 
it's needleſſe to ſtay longer hereon, having alfo ſpoke 
ſomewhat largely coir before, Onely one thing let 
me ſuggeſt before I conclude this, namely, thac you 
rake care to give a ptacticall demonſtration of this Tove, 
by contribating, according to your abilities, to the reſſities 
of the poor members of Chriſt, This is a ſacnfice where« 
with God is well pleaſed ; # work never out of ſeaſon, 
but now moſt ſeaſonable ; being an evidence not one 
of your compaſſion to the poor, but of the edfa 
of your belief in Chriſt and his promiſes, and of your 
thankfulneſſe for his bounty; therefore: you find both 
theſe mentioned together, Heb. 13. 15,16, As we n 
offer thanks, ſo we muſt not ſorget to do good and communis - 
cate, To quicken you to this charity, both now and any 
other time, when fit objects are preſented ; Let me one- 
ly defire you to imagine to your ſelves, that che Lord 
Jeſus, who was willing to part with his blood for you, 
and thinks not an infinite glory too great to give you 
upon molt eaſie terms, that even he comes to you in one 
of his neceſſitous members, to ſee what you can find in 
your hearts to beſtow upon him; If you that have Eſtates 
think he deſerves nothing, let him have nothing; if he 
deſerve but a little, give him bur little; If your luſts 
have more right to your riches than he, then let your 
luſts have them rather than he; Let Chriſt in his mem- 
bers ſtatve, whilſt pride and luxury are maintained, if 
you think this be juſt. If you can improve your Eſtates 
better ſome other way, cake what you think the moſt 
gꝛinfull courſes For remember, Chriſt himſelf needs 
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kindneſſe of your hearts. His is the earch and the ful - 
neſſe thereof, and even his poor ſervants can he ſuffici- 
encly provide for without you. Wherefore if yon give 
notwillingly and cheerfully, you may keep your money 
to your ſelf;for any good that an extotted charity is like 
to do you. But remember alſo, you will be ſure to loſe 
and leave all that, Which God hath not, one way or 
other; but by giving ic to him You ſend it before you, 
and when all chings here below fail, you ſhall enjoy ir 
with iMinice advantage in the everlaſting habirations. 


And let chis ſuffice by way of DireRion for your prepa- 


ration to, and carriage in Receiving. A fem wards for 
Joie behaviour afcerwards, and I ſhall come to a con- 
cluſion. 


— 


CH AP. XVII. 
Directions for duty after the Sacrament. 


1. Hen you come bome, get alone, and bleſſe 
' God for the liberty and oppoctunity of 2 
Sacrament, which he hach afforded you, and for all the 
priviledges that are thereby conferr'd upon you. And 
let your ſouls chew the Cud, and retain the ſavout of 
choſe pleaſant things you have been entertained with; 
keep them ſtill lifred up, and excecdingly gladded, in 
che ſence of that love which you have this day been ce- 


lebrating and taſting, in the belief of that pardon 


which you have received, in the hopes of that grace and 


glory which have been aſſured to you, Medications of + 
heaven and the exerciſe of Thankfulneſſe, are now ve- 
ry proper works, Conſider alſo what you bave done, 


what an obligation you have, laid upon your ſelf, how 


x bot any ching you have or can do, onel be'llrry-the 
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are no longer your own having "—_ 
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the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to enable you to ſted 
faſtnefle and perſeverance in chis holy Covenant whilſt 
life ſhall laſt; and beſeech him, that the Ordinance 
you have been made partaker of, may become effoctu- 
all to your ſouls to all thoſe ends that it was deſignec 
for, and which are attainable by it. Think ir not enough 40 
read over theſe things, I entreat thee, but do accordingly, 
and now betakg thy ſeif to Conſideration and Prayer ta thoſe 
ends I have expreſt. Review moreover, what your miſ- 
carriages have been, and humbly beg of God to forgive 
eithet want of due preparation, or coldneſſe and dilira- 
Rions ; chat your hearts have not been affected ſuirably 
co the importance and excellency of the duty, and the: 
Majeſty of him wich whom you have herein had co do. 
And be heartily thankfull for any meaſure of life and 
affection, any raiſedneſſe and comfort that God hath 
been pleaſed to vouchſafe you. And here by the ways 
ler me caution all humble Chriſtians, to beware of a 
miſtake to which they ate too prone ; to wit, To judge 
of their profiting in this or other duties, by cheir preſent 
feeling, and ſo to think they get no good, except theit 
ſouls are as it were lift up and trauiſht wich ſenſible 
joys; and theſe onely they take fot evidences of Gods 
acceptance, and the having of communion wich him. 
But by this means you will often plunge your ſelves in- 
to needleſſe ſorrows, and load your ſelves with unjuſt 
cenſures ; and which is worſe, you will hereby become 
lefle thankiull to God, as thinking you have received 
little advantage, becauſe you found nor thoſe delight 
you expected ; and will be in danger of becoming wea- 
ry of the work, and ready to thtow ic off, as thinking ĩc 
unptofitable. Whetefore to avoid theſe ill conſequen- 
ces, ard che miſtake that begets them conſider * 
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That.it is the upriphtneſe and finterity of your hearts in the” © 
performance of your duty, which may adminiſter miſt ground 
of comfort to you when you reflect apon it: for be aſſured, if 
you have chis ornament, you were really acceptable to 
kim chat lockt down upon you, though this acceptance 
might not be reftified with the giving in of any extraor- 
dinary joy. Let it not then trouble you, as if God was 
not well pleaſed wich you, becauſe your affe tions were 
not raiſed up to an higher pitch, ſince he doth nor look 
ſo much at fits of paſſion, as at the ſteady bent, and te- 
nour of the ſoul, Nor think becauſe you miſt of great 
jdys, that you had no favour from, nor communton With 
God: for conſider again, That the trueſt communion with 
God, is to enjoy the c.nmmunications of his grate to your ſouls; 
whereby you are made conformable ty him : and you may 
enjoy theſe ſaving influences of the Spirit, when you 
cannot feel his more abundant conſolations. Moreo- 
ver, the fruit of this Ordinance is not ſo much to be di- 
ſcerned at preſent, as in your after -· convetſation. For 
the great benefit you are to expect, being to receive 
farther meaſnres of Grace from the Holy Spirit accom- 
panying theſe means, it cannot be well known what 
Grace you have received, till you come to the ex- 
erciſe of it; when temptations ſhill aſſault you, And, 
to allude to the Apoſtles words in another caſe, Though 
this Ordinance may not at preſent be joyout, yet it may af- 
ter ward yield the peaceable fruits of righteuuſneſſt to thoſe 
chat are converſant therein. And laſtly, If you are but 
ſincere, as I ſaid, in your covenanting with God, it is 
your duty to believe, that you have this day teceived 
from him, a ſeal co the promile of pardon and eternall 
life, and in this belief may you cake much rational] and 
ſolid comfort, which otherwiſe you are not like to find: 
And this is the ordinary way whereby the Spirit con- 
veys comfort to the Soul; firſt working in you a _ 
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that the promiſes of God are in themſelves maſt true: & 6 


then enabling you to apply theſe promiſes to yourſelyesy 
as being ſuch to whom they belong. Thus che Apofile 
tells us, their rejoycing was from the teſtimony their 
Conſcience gave of cheir ſimplicity & gadly fincericy, 
2 Cor, 1. 12. Wherefore you are not ſo much to ep 
any extraordinary immediate aſſurance from the 
that you are the Lords; But (ee to get good grounds 
your faich, and ſo to have your hearts fill'd with pere und 
0 in lelieving. Vet do not miſinterpret what I have ſuid 
thence to indulge your ſelves in any ſloth ot dulneſs, or 
to content your ſelves with the bare doing of che work, 
wichout heeding the frame of your heart therein; no, but 
take as much pains as you can, to raiſe them to the grea» 
teſt ſephbleneſle & affection; and if you do ſo, you may 
reaſonably expect to find much (weerneſs and ſatisfacti- 
on inthe work it ſelf : but my meaning in this caution ĩs, 
that you ſhould not look ſo much at the feeling of extra - 
ordinary comforts, as at the integrity of your hearts ii 
vowing your ſelves to God, and the continuing ſted- 
faſtneſſe of your reſolutions to be true to theſe vows. | 
2. And that's the next thing I would exhort you to 
even to diſcrder this inward truth and ſincerity, by your fu- 
ture holy and exact walking ; This is that which muſt 
crown all the reſt- I may ſay to you as Hoſes to the Iſ- 
ratlit's, Deut. 26. 16,17. You have this day avouched the 
Lord to be your God, to walk in bis ways, and keep bis ſta» 
tures ; And the Lord hath avouched you to he bis peculiar 
people 3 And you have promiſed rotake Chriſt for your 
Husband and Lord, to live in love and obedience to 
him, as you hope to be ſaved by him. One thing now 
remains, that you go and do likeniſe. - Say with the Plal- 
tnilt, I have ſworn, and mill perform it, that 1 will keep thy 
rightrons judgements; Plal. II &. No you IN 
| en 
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enlightning you to the knowledge of your own ſouls, and 
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been remembring him that ſuffered inthe fleſh, arm your © 


ſelves with this mind, no longer to live the reſt of your time in 
phe fleſh to the Iufts of men, but to the will of God, 1 Pet. 4. 
I, 2, 3. Let it not happen to yeu according to the Pro- 


verb; The 275 is turned to his onn vomit again, and the Som 


that mas waſht to her allowing in the mire, If God have 
ſpoke peace to your ſouls, turn not you again to folly, 


Call co mind particularly what fins you confeſt and pro- 


miſed to forſake, and do accordingly, You that have 
been guilty of drunkenneſſe or gluttony, fornication 
and wanconneſſe, pride or covetouſneſſe, de ſo no more 
you that have been wont to ſpend your time in idleneſie 
and vanity, in ſinfull company or exceſſive recteations, 
ſpend it ſo no more; you that have been wont to give 
way to your exorbitant paſſions, and ſuffered them to 
break forth in unſeemly actions and language, do ſo no 
longer. You that are Maſters or Servants, Parents or 
Children, Huzbands or Wives, conſidet well what 
Particular duties your relations call for, and be faithful 
In the performance of them. You that are Subjects, obey 
them chat are ſer over you in the Lord. Towards your 
neighbours, and all wich whom you converſe, bejuſt and 
honeſt, loving and courteous, avoiding all backbiting, 
lying and ſlindeting, all fooliſh and filthy peaking. Be 
compaſſionate and charicable to all that need your help 
in one ſort or another. Be conſcientious for the future in 


che mor eimmediate ſervice of God: Be frequent & ſeri-„ 


ous in his worſhip, bothin publick ind private, alone and 


with your families. Beware of ſwearing and cutſing, ot of 
taking the holy Name of God or Chriſt in vain; make 
not mention of him in your common diſcourſe without 
due reverence, & that you are not like ro have, if at eve- 
ry turn you are crying, oh God and oh Lord, as is the cu 


Rome of careleſs people. Profane no more Lords - Days, 
28 you may have formerly done, but improve them to 
| * your | 
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your ſouls good. Whatever talefir you have, of 
wit, wealch, time or honour, employ it to his honour, 
wao entrutte4 you therewuh ; In all things Rudy to 
pleaſe God; and ſo commit your ſelf and all concern- 
ments to his will, and quiecly ſubmit co all his dealings 
wich you without murmuring or repining, Toa ſincete 
endeavour after all chis ,you have bound your ſelves by 
the Szcrameat, where you have taken God to be your 
God, and have profeſt your ſelves his people. Where- 
tore, I beſeech you, beware of that dangerous, and yet 
too common miltake, To think this weighty action termi- 
nuts in it ſelf, and that all's dont when the work's over, I 
have endeavoured all along to prevent this falſe con- 
ceit, and I care not how oft ] inculcate it: for if this be 
not removed, all my labour will be loſt, and ſo will 
yours too, yea, and worſe than loſt: your receiving of 
Sacraments will then prove bur an idle ubprofitable ce» 
remony, and will help forward your damnation rather 
than your ſalvation, whilſt you heed not the deſign of 
it, nor improve it to its due end. Whar would you 
think of that woman, that when ſhe bad promiſed a many 
to be his wife, and was ſolemnly married to him in tha 
face of the Congregation, ſhould think there was now 
I noching more required of her, but that ſhe might go whi- 
| ther (he lift, and live wich whom the pleaſed? Even nl 
| juſt ſuch is your foily and grofle abſurdity, who when { 
you have been in the moſt ſolemn mannet engaging 
your ſelves to God, and have takzu the Sacrament upon 
it, that you will live in obedience to him, then thin 
that you may go away and live as you lift. Beware how 
you make ſuch miſtakes as theſe: for believe it, God's in 
earneſt, whether you are or not: If you would not have. 
him take you at your word, you had better never have 
made ſuch fair promiſes; Since then the great defign of 
this duty, is, to be an engagement to, zd an help for ho- 
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lineſſe of life, I ſhall finiſh this Treatiſe with a Directi- 
on or two for the promoting & carrying on of he ſame. 

1. And to that end firſt let me adviſe you, to be fre- 
quent in conſidering the engagement you have herel laid up- 
an hour ſelves, and let that hold and quicken you to 
faichfulneſſe. This is the principall thing which we are 
to do in order to the due improvement of Sacraments to 
our advantage, even to remember often, what a ſtrict 
Covenant we thereby entred into, that by the remem- 
brance thereof we may be the more ad and reſttainꝰd 
from doing any thing againſt it. Thus ought you to 
make uſe of your Baprtiſme, which is, I doubt, too ſel- 
dome minded; often you ſhould think, how abſolutely 
you are bound to take him for your God, to whom you 
were ſo early devoted; Remember the end of it, and 
now ſee to auſcer and attain i, which you may find 
fully expreſt, Rom. 6. 3, 4. Therefore are we buried with 
Chrift by Baptiſme into his Deu, that like as Chriſt mas 
raiſed up from the Dead by (or for) the glory of the Father, 
even ſo we allo ſbould walk in newneſſe of life, Whenever 
you ſee a Child Bapriz.d, let it bring to your mind, that 
you were once ſo dedicsted to God, and admitted into 
bis Church, 2nd then think ho you ought to walk, who 
have ſuch 2 bond upon you, And thus improve the 
Lords Supper, where you have perſonally owned and 
renewed your Covenant with God. Eſpecially make 
this uſe of ic when you meet with temptations to any fin 
whatever, or when you begin to grow careleſſe and re- 
mifle in your. carriage, If old companions ſhould ſer 
upon you and entice you, or if your own heart ſhculd 
inclin you to any former ſinſull courſes, then ſay with 
your ſelves, | How can I do this and go back from che 
Vow chat ] have made No, I muft not, I will not; 
the oath of God is upon me, and ſhall I be forſwort 
wit1 che living and true Gd? How ſeverely will 
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avenge himſelf on all ſuch diſſemblersꝰ wicked Herod 
ſeemed ſo fearfull of perjury, that he permitted the 
murdering of a Prophet to avoid ir,and ſhall I be guilty 
of it, racher than deftroy my luſts, God's and my own 
Of oreatelt enemies? Moſt juſtly may I argue, that for 
re my Oath's ſake, and for thoſe that ſate with me, I will not 
OF dochus: For not one of my Fellow- communicancs but 
& might wicneſſe to God againſt me, that they ſaw me 
make a Covenant wich him, And God himſelf who 
dF flood over me will be wirneſſe, as well as Judge. How 
to chen ſhould I appear before him with this heinous guilt 
upon me / Wherefore, Depart {rom me pee evil doers ; 
ly for I will keep the Commandments of my God, If you'l come 
uy a long wich me, and walk in the holy path, come and 
d welcome but never hope to dt me back again with 
4 you, into thoſe waies that have colt me ſo dear, and 
b which I have proteſted againſt, I am now no company 
for you: For I have taken the Sacrament, Depart Sa- 
tan, and tempt me not from my Allegiance to my Lord 
er and Maſter, I will not forſake him; I have obliged my 
at ſelf afreſh to be a Chriſtian, a ſworn en: my to thy King» 
0 dome, and a faichfull Souldier under Chriſt's Banner, 
0 therefore depart from me: For ] have taken the Sacra» 
Ef ent. ] And think moreover with thy ſelf [| Hath God 
1d been ſo gracious to me, as to youchſafe me a pardon for 
© all former tranſgreſſions, and to ſeal it to me at his Ta- 
ble, and (hall I go, and wilfully run upon the ſcore a- 
gin? Should I thus tutn his grace into wantonneſſe and 
abuſe his patience, how juſtly might I fear that his au- 
ger Will be kindled againft me, ind that he will no more 
have mercy upon me? He, I am ſure, will be true to 
his promiſes, and ſhall I be falſe to minegand ſo fall un- 
der his threatniags? ] And after this manner quicken 
your ſelves to duty, when ever you are apt to grow liſt- 
leſle to any part of God's ys ; and alſo quiet * 
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ſpirits, when they are ready to riſe up in tumult, and diſ- 
content nnder any croſs that befalls you. Then think, 
T have reſign d up my ſelf to God as to à loving Father, let 
lim do with me whet he pleaſe; therefore le fur my heart, 
and rebell not ag init, ner murmur at hs riphtecus ill. 
If you can but thus finde your ſelves more ſtrongly bent 
a24inlt fin, and better able to put off temprations to it, 
this 1s the ſureſt evidence you can have of profiting by 
the Sacrament. 

And beware of 1magining, that any ſpace of time can 
Wear out che force of that obligation, which is here laid 
upon you; Which, as unreaſonable 3s it is, one would 
think was the opinion of maltitudes: for they'l be very 
demure and ſolemn a little before they go to the Com- 
munion, and a day or two after, but within a very little 
while, all ſeems forgotten, and they are juſt ſuch as they 
were before. Bur for cerra'n, God forgets nor their 
promiſes, though they do, nor will he forget their breach 
of them, as they will one day finde to their coit, if they 
take not another courſe. The bonds you ate entted inco, 
to render hom ige and obedience to God will never be 
cancel de For this is a debt you will owe as long as you 
live, though you are al wales paying ir. Biptiſm will be 
as irong an engagement upon you to godlineſſe when 
you are {ix:y, as when ycu are but ſixteen. And the 
ſame ſtrictnefſe the Lords Supper binds you to for 2 
day, to the ſame doth it bind you all your days. Think 
now what an horrible thing it would be to run into 
drunkenneſs, whoredome, or quarrelling the ſame day 
you have received it, and know your {in is little leſſe 
bainous, though it be 2 Month or two, ot twenty after. 
it: for this breaks your oath as well as that. If the 
Wife be guilty of Adultery ewenty years after her mat- 
riag2, her crime is as great, us if it had been within & 
week after: for (he had oblig'd her ſelf to conjugall 
fidelity, 
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fidelity, as long 4s ſhe. and her husband ſhould live; 
And thus your Covenant with God is not for a Month, 
ot Year only, but for your whole lives. If you ſhould 
never but once have opporrunity to receive the Sicra- 
ment, this would ever after remain forcible engage- 
ment upon you : but yer God in his wiſdome and good 
providence hath ordered, that this duty ſhould be fre- 
quently repeated, tht it might the more work upon, and 
affect out mindes, who are prone to be ſo forgetfull 
and dull. Remember then, the matter is now out of 
your hands ; you have given away your ſelves to God, 
and cannot revoke this giſt, ſince indeed you gave him 
nothing, but what was his own before. After theſe vows 
there 1s no inquiry to be made, whether they ſhould be 
kept or not. Let, this much 1'le ſay to you, if you 
can finde a greater portion and ſurer friend than God, 2 
better Maſter chan Chriſty better work than h's ſervice, / 
better wages than life eternal, you may take you! 
choice: for I would wiſh you to nothing for your hur 
or loſſe, nor doth God you may be ſure, that — 
Beeing, who wants nothing out of bimſelf, nor envies 
his Creatures any thing that's truly good for them: but 
till you can thus bettet diſpoſe of your ſelves, keep 
your firſt love, and if you will keep it till then, I ſhall 
never queſtion your perſeverance to the laſt. 

And as you are thus to improve this Ordinance to 
quicken you to, and help you in your duty, ſo may you 
make advantage of it for your comfort, by remembring 
how God ſtands engaged to you by that Covenant to 
which he hath here fer his ſeal, and which he will be ſure 
to perform to you that depart not from him. With this 
conſideration repell all cemptation3 to exceſſive doubt- 
ings and deſpair, When the remembrance of former 
fins is ready to overwhelm you, have recourſe to your 
ſealed pardon, and confidently take the comfort it a- 
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fords you. When you finde the remnanrs of corrupti- 
on yet ſo ſtrong within you, that you are afraid you 
ſhall never hold our, remember the Holy GboRt is in 
Covenant with you to aſſiſt you in your combat, and 
will bring you off Corquerour, if you throw not away 
your Weapons? And let this encourage you the more 
to beg his aſſiſtance; yea in all your addrefſes to God 
let ic ſtrengthen your faith to apprehend him as in cove- 
nant with you. And if you are ſutprized by any fin, yet 
whil'ſt it's matter of grief and (hame to you, and you 
are reſolv'd to be more watchfull for the time to come, 
let ic not caſt you into ſuch a ſorrow, as tends only to 
diſquiet and conſume your ſpirits ; bur remember God 
bath aſſured you through Chriſt the forgiveneſs of ſuch 
weakneſſes, and they (hail not put you out of Covenant 
with him; but know, if you are thereupon awhit the 
more encouraged to ary fin, it is a very great ſign that 
this promiſe of pardon at preſent belongs not to you. 
In a word) whatever difficulties you ate plunged into 
relating to ſoul or body, let this ſtill uphold you, to con- 
fider, that God hath engag'd bimſelf to be with you in 
all eſtates and conditions, and to order all things, ſo 
that the iſſue of them ſhall be for your advantage. And 
thus by a frequent conſideration of your own engage- 
ments at the Lords Table, and of the priviledges there- 
by confer'd upon you, you will finde your ſelves not on- 
- Iy comforted and cheared, but very much advantaged 
for the walking on more ſteadily in the ways of holineſs, 

2. And to the ſame end, my next counſel is, 7 har the 
Lord Feſus, whom you have here leen remembring, may ever 
tive freſh in your theughts, Let not your remembrance of 
bim be confin'd to Sacriment- ſeaſons, but let him evet 
dwellin your he irts by faith and love. Set his example 
before you, and labour to walk as he walkr, who coun⸗ 
ted it his meat and drink, to be doing his Fathers will. 
| | Behave 
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Behaye your ſe1f-as you belieyc he would have done, was he in your 
caſe. Conſider how meck and lowly he was; bo little he regarde 
yea how much he contemned the riches, honours and applauſe 
the World, and learn y ou te vale them at the ſame tate. Confidet 
how patient he was in ſufferings 3 how coufteous and gentle to ally 
to the yileſt ſi ners and his birtcereſt enemies, doing hurt to 

but lceking che good of all: Copie out this leſſon allo, Willingly 
deny your elves, tak: up yuur croſs and follow him. Grudge not 10 
be conformed to hum, rhough in luffering it ſelf, and complain not 
till you are in a wot ſe coſe than he was, who had not where to 

his head. It's like you think, if Chriſt was on Earth, you'd follow 
him, though but in the company ot poor Women and Fiſher - men: 
and though the moſt of the World ſhould laugh at you for ſo doi 
why, know hec'l rake it as well at your hands, if you will but tr 

in his foor-ſteps, and adhere faithfully to his intereſt, though ix 
ſhould coſt you the loſſe of all you had, and of lite ir ſelf. And let 
the death of Chriſt be much in your thoughts; let the love of God 
which was herein ſneun, be your daily, delighttull ſiudy, and ever 


leave a ſweer tincture upon your ſpirirs, that by the power of Jove - 4 


you may be moved and catried on in the whole of your duty; 
this ſhame and drive you from fin, let this make you labor ioys 
unwearied in his ſervice. When you are ſet upon by a temptati 
ſtay lo long as to ſet a bleeding Saviour before you; and think 
you have much ſuch a caſe no before you as rhe Jews once 
wit, whether Chriſt or Barabbas ſhould be prefer d; whether $ 
luſt ſhould be ſubdued, or your Lord crucified afreſh 3 If you ape 
prove of the Jews choice in this caſe, you had beſt imitate ghet 
If that which would murder your ſoul deſerve to be ſparedjrather 
than he whodyed to ſave it, then go on, give Chriſta ſtab and fin 
boldly. Conſider further how Chriſt by his death hath acquired a 
title to you, ſo that you muſt glorifie him both with body and ſoul as 
being not jour on, hut bought with a price: Bought you are, not our 
of the hands of the Father, that you ſhould now have liberty ro fin 
againſt him, but out of the hands of Satan, that being free from 
ſin, you may become ſubject to God, and the ſervants of righteouſ- 
neſſe. How wilfully blinde are they who take the more li beey in 
ſn, from the conſideration of that — which was undergone to 
redeem us from a vain converſation? 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. Where's 
that Man's reaſon and ingenuity, who when. he was fallen into his 
Maſters diſpleaſure, and brought into favour again by the great 
induſſry of the Son, ſhould think he might now ſafely diſobey his 
Maſter > Though the Son pittied the ſervant fo much, that he was 
loth to ſee him pexiſba jet he loves his Father fo well, that hee'l 
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never purchas d an allowance for his diſobedience ; and indeed the 
ſervants diſobedience is his deſtruction. Chriſt died once to ſave the 

itent, bur heel never die more to ſave thoſe that remain will- 
ully diſobedient. Conſider alſo, Chriſt by his death hath purchaſt 
abundant grace for the ſupply of all your wants, and now being 
at the Fathers right hand, hath full power to give our of this ſtore, 
wheretore make uſe of him to obtain the ſame. Even as the Eg ypti- 
ans received food from Pharaoh by the hands of Zoſeph, ſo muit you 
receive all you have from the Father by his Son ſeſus. Let then 
the very life you live in the fleſh be by faith in the Son of God. By 
earneſt deſires vented in fervent prayers, be ever deriving virtue and 
vigour from him your head. Be as deſirons and craving as you are 
neceſſitous, as hungry as you are empty, that the good God, acco:d- 
ing to the riches of his grace, may turniſh you with all plenty of 
ſpirirval bleſſings, til you (hall come up to the meaſure of the ſtature 
of Chrifts owe fulneſſe, Eph, 4. 13+ 
z. If you would thus grow in grace, Be diligent in the uſe of all 
the means of grace which Chriſt hath afforded, and let them be uſed 
and improved as means, You muſt, I hare told you, be much in 
carneſt Prayer to God in the name of Chriſty for what ever you are 
wanting in. Let not one day paſs without the practice of this duty 
you that have Families call chem together, and pray with them 
morning and evening. If you neglect this, how little do you differ 
from thoſe Heathens who call not upon God, and upon whom he 
will pour our his wrath. Be diligent in attending to the publick 
preaching of the Word, and prepare your ſelves before - hand with 
2 reſolution to obey what ſhall be made kno n to you to be the wil 
of God, and beg his bleſſing on what you hear. Conſider when you 
come home, wherein you are particularly concern'd,in what you have 
heard, and — tans. 5 ven it: Setting againſt that ſin, or upon 
that duty, that you are thereby convinc'r of, When you can get time, 
ſpend it in reading Gods Word, and good Books, which may ex- 
plain and enforce thar Word, Ef pecially you that have not much 
time on the week-days, ſpend the remainder of the Loids day, after 
ublick worſhip, in ſome ſuch good employment, and waſte it not 
in ĩdleneſſe; no nor an hour at any other time. Read alſo to and 
with your Family, and ponder of it afrerwards that it may be more 
profitable ro you. Often diſcourſe one with another about rhe mat- 
ters of your ſouls, ſoberly and ſeriouſly ; chat you may afford each 
other what help you can. It would be exceeding well, if, when you 
fir with your neighbours, you would be thus employed in e 
voury conference to the uſe of edifying, rather than in idle chat 


ting and talking of perſons, and things chat concern you not. But 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially they who are of the ſame Family, and are more neerly 
r:la.cd, have more — and engagement hereto, and ſhaild 
be ad non ſhing one azo' ber daily, and prove hing te love and good 
wo bs. For the Lord's Supper, have already directed you at large 
and | hope you will practiſe anſwerably, and be frequent therein, 
not ordinarily neglcRing any opportunity when you are call'd to 


it. But as | deſire you not ro neglect theſe exerciſes of Religion, ſo 


on the ocher hand as eorneſtly I would wiſh you to beware of reſt- 
ing in them, as thinking all Religion is confin'd to them, and ſe 
becoming leſſe carefull of your carriage, as to juſtice, temperance, 


inward piety, and all vertuous a ctions. Merhinks the wretched ertar 


of thoſe Sc&s that chrow off all external dut ies of worſhip, and crie 
up themſclves as above Ordinances,may teach this wholſome leſſon 
to all piofe ſſing Chriſtians, to beware of reſting in theſe things and 
framing to themſelves a Religion out of them. Theſe I grant are 
parts of obedience to God: for he hath commanded them, and they 
are waics for the exerciſe and encreaſe of our graces, and to be as 
helps to godlineſſe; bur to think that they give any diſcharge from 
the practice of godlineſſe, and make amends for fins we are loarh to 
leave, for which we do as it were compeund with God by theſe f 
mal ties, making ſin our pleaſure, and his ſervice a pennance for 
the ſe are conceits ſo groſs, that merhinks none but a Papiſt or 
willingly ignorant ſhould entertain them. Religion is no road of 
perform inces, bur a ne nature attended with a new life; It ig the 
jubj ction of the ſoul to the will of God expreſſing it ſelf in all 
commanded acts of obedience; an eager and ingenuous purſuance 
aftet the blelled God in all thoſe waies here in he is ro be. 
and whereby he communicates himſelf to the ſoul of Man, fe that 
there is no contradiction bet ixt in ward hol ineſſe and ont Ward du- 
ties but much · hat the ſame relation, chat there is hetwixt life and 
eating, breathing and motion: for in theſe the divine life is expreſt 
exerciſed and nouriſhed, But to think chat Sacramergs, Prayers and 
hearing, cc. may ſerve turn without any inward holineſſe and unis 
verſal ſincere obedience, is as if a Man ſhouid think, that the forced 
motion of a Puppet, ſhould make ir paſs for a Rving creature; that 
great promiſes may paſs for performances, and that knowing hat 
we muſt do, and talking of it, may ſerve inſtead of doing v hat we 
are taught. Let them lay this ſeriouſly to heart, who, when theit 
practices are ungodly and looſe, think to ſalve all by keeping their 
Church, and ſaying their Prayers; and all ſuch who make more 
adoe about the cxternals in devotion, than about the right ordering 
of their hearts and lives, whereas all our devotions ſhould tend to 
better theſe, 
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4- If you would make good the promiſes you have made at 
the Lords Table, to live a ſtrict and godly life, you will find it of 
fingular importance, yea of flat neceſſity, to retain.a great watch- 
Fulneſſe over all your ways. Ever keep up a ſenſe of the danger 
ou are in, by reaſon ,of the frailty of your nature, the deceit- 
fulnefle of your hearts, and the many remprarions you are every 
where expoſed to; And therefore let tis care ſecretly run 
. the whole courſe of your actions, to beware of being ſur- 
prized by fin therein. In all emploiments, companies and atfairs 
Kill keep up this watch. And think beforehand where your danger 
is greateſt, where you arc moſt apt to be overtaken, and there place 
the ſtrongeſt guard. Set a watch over your eyes, ears, appetites, 
rongues, hearts and hands, that you be not by them berraid into 
any miſcarriage. When you find your ſelt endangered by a preſent 
temptation, then have ſome ſolid reaſon ready at hand to repell it, 
with ſtore whereof you ſhould al vaies be furniſht, with reaſons 
drawn from God, Chriſt, Heaven or Hell, or from your Sacramen- 
tall engagemenrs, as I ſhewed before z and be ſure, have a ſtrong 
reſolution to check the firſt riſinꝑs and beginnings of ſin, before ir 
have gone ſo farrey that your judgment is brib'd and blinded by 
your atfections; and have ſpeedy recourſe ro the God of all grace, 
that he would ſend you help from above. Conſideration, Reſolution, 
and Prayer, are three weapons where with the Chriſtian Souldier 
may do wonders againſt the talleſt ſons of Anak, that ſhall aſſault 
him in his way to Canaan, Often take account of your ſelves, and 
review your behaviour in actions that are paſt; and let one days 
experience ſtill reach you how to live the next better. Bur upon the 
ſenſe of any miſcarriaze, let nor your guilt drive you farther from 
God, & put you into unprofitable vexations and horrors, bur preſents 
ly make haſt to the chrone of grace, get your peace made with God 
through Chriſt, and renew your watch with more diligence than 
ever, but alwales with the moſt humble and abſolute dependance 
upon divine aſſiſtance. *Tis too probable, that ſome lazy wrerches 
will here flye out, as Naam in in a rage did againſt the Prophet, 
when he heard he myſt waſh ſeven times in Jordan for the cure of 
his Leprofie, which he thought would have been done with a word 
ſpeakine, ſo perhaps you'l tell me, that you had thought Receiving 
ef the Sacrament wauld ſo have u d your luſts, and cleanſed your 
beate, that you need have bien at litle care about them afterward; 
and will be ready to asþ, what god you get by it, if you muſt tate 
all this pains notwithflanding, You ſlothtull fouls, may you not 28 
well ask what good you get by Chriſts death, and che giving of the 
Spirit ? Since notu ichſtanding both theſe, you muſt take pains, 2 
ells 
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elſe you are never like to be ſayed. For know, God will have you 
employ che faculties he has given you, and the work of Grace is 
to heal your faculties, and enable them for their proper employ- 
ments. He that made you Reaſonable creatures, will make 
holy and happy as ſuch; and the help which he affords, is to bring 
you to diligence, and aſſiſt y ou therein, arid by that means to fave 
you. Thus Sacraments are onely profitable to the diligent and in- 
duſtrious, rheir uſe being to quicken and ſtrengthen, but they are 
no refuges for the ſlothfull, no encouragements to idlenefſe, Never 
think chat God will make ſuch a way to heayen, that you may 
walk in it withour uſing your legs. *Tis you that muſt do the things 
required, though it be by Chrift ſtreugthning you, for whoſe fake 
ſo your frailcies are forgiven. Wherefore let me renew my advice, 
that at all times, and in all things you would be watchfull, and 
maintain an holy jealouſie over thoſe hearts, that have too often 
ſhown x hat they have in them. Take this for the greateſt work 
you have to do in the world to beware of ſin, and to be carefull t 
pleaſe God, as the Souldier's whole work is to ſerye his General li 
and the Servant to obey his Maſter; yea more abſolutely than fo 
ought a creature ro ſtudy his Maker's will; and account this wo 
your own greateſt happineſſe. So avoid fin, and all occaſions agic 
appearances of it, as you would de the Plague in a Viſited Tow; 
and be as carefull to watch all opportunities of doing good botii te 
the ſouls and bodies of others, as men ordinarily are of layingdho 
on theirgain. Often ask your ſelves, wherein God is he b 
you, or others profited, and be aſhamed to live to no better pirpoſc 
than to eat and drink, to ſleep and dreſſe your ſelves for Werk or 
play. And do not object againſt this conſtant wachkolne nt that 
it will take up all your time, and hinder your neceſſary loy- 
ments: far by uſing it awhile it will grow even — hot 
and will no more hinder you in your affairs, than it hinders a tra- 
veller in his journey, to take heed of running into bes and ditches. 
Is it any hard matter to be alwaies carefull, leaſt you ſhould hurt 
your bodies > Wherever you are, and whatever you, are doings 
cannor you keep up this care, and yer follow your buſineſſe well 
enovgh > Why chen can you not take the ſame heed of your ſouls 
with as little rrouble or hindrance ? , - Fog 

5. To help you in this warchfulneſſe, and guide you in an exact 
circumſpect walking, it will be excecding profirable for you, at all 
ti mes to retais upon your winds à very 2 ſeuſe of the preſence of 
the moſt Holy God. Whatever yon are about, remember he obſerves 


you, and ponders all your paths, though you perceive not him, 


Wherefore always order and behave your ſelves as before him. 


Speak 


er as in his hearing; Spend your time, and do all 
actions as in his ſight. You may eaſier run from under th: heavens; 
than our of his eyc. And conſider, he do's nor onely look on you, 
but narrowly regard yo.1 and concerns himſelf with you, being 
highly diſpleaſed when you run into fin, and takes delight in your 
holy converſation. In whatever company you are, be nor drawn 
away by them in a kind of Haſhy humour, as if the generall looſneſs 
and jollity did engage you to conform to them, but remember, God 
is in the midſt of you, who never gives you a diſpenſation ro be 
wicked, and whom it more behoves you to pleaſe, than all the world 
beſide, though avoid all enſnaring company as much as poſſible. 
Let this keep you from fear or ſhame, when you are call d to ſpeak 
againſt Sin, or for God and Holin-ſſe; He's near that will jufif 
you, you may therefore ſet your fact as a flint. When you are alone 
think not you may fin the more ſecurely : for God is with you, an 

es all your mocions as it he had none but yoy to mind, In your 
addreſſes to God, a ſenſe of his nearne]: will much awaken and 
affect you, and is one of the beſt helps againſt wand: ing thoughts 
chat you can have. Beware of ever being ſo farce ſwallowed up 
* with the noiſe and hurry of buſineſſes or pleaſures, as not to attend 
to him that ſtands over you. He chat is preſent every where ſhould 
be remembred ac all mes. Read to his purpo'e, P/al. 139. Such 
a powerfull habituall ſenſe of a preſent God ſhould you work into 
your minds, that you may walk as be fore him, even when you do not 
actually think of him: as a Servant is all day doing that work 
which his Maſter would have him, though he may not halt that time 
be think ng of him: So though it be needfull that you ſhould of 
ten actually think of God, yet above all, ſee that you never ſo forget 
him, as to do that which is diſpleaſing to him; And, to conclude 
this, in any doubtfall action let this be cne rule that you go by, not 
to do that, which whilſt you are about, you dare not boldly think of 
Gods preſence. | 

C. The laſt thing I ſhall ſay to you for the carrying on of an 
holy life, ro which you are bound by the Sactament, is, That you 
be much in ſerious meditation of the laſt things, Death, Judgement, 
and Fteraity. The frequent and lively thoughts of theſe will have 
4 mighty influence upon your whole courſe. To conſider your lat- 
ter end, is both a diſcovery of, and the way to wiſdome. Live eve- 
ry days as he that knows not wherher he hath another day to live. 
Think often, What if I bad hut another mon h or year to ſjend in 
th: world, hom ſtrictiy and bolily ſhould I then live that time? How 
cart ful ſhould I be of my thoughts, words, and aftions ? How thrif⸗ 
ty of my tine ? How ſerious and affectionate in all my approaches 
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to God > How ready and willing to door receive gasd? Why let my 
now live after t bis exact manner, ſince it may be I bave not ſo much 
as a month or year to come; bowever, very much I am ſure I have 
not, and my preparations, be they never ſo ſoon, wil! not be loft. Let 
others funcralls put you in mind of yours: and flatter not your 
lelres with the hopes of long life, becauſe you are young and 
healrhfull ; bur ſee to ger your louls in ſuch a condition, that a long 
life may not be ſo much the matter of your hopes, nor death the 
caule of your fears. And remember, you are always going on to the 
judgement ſear of Chriſt, where yoa.muſt have a triall of ten thou- 
fand times greater concernment, than thoſe that uſe to come before 
Earthly Princes and Judges; when the caſe muſt be decided where 
you muſt live for ever, whether in the higheſt joys, or the ſoreſt 
rorments. Had you not need then now, to be getting a good 
caule : for according tothe life you led here in the fleſh, will that 
ſentence paſſe. The wicked muſt go into eucrlafling puniſhment, and 
the riehteous into life eternal The God who ſees you now, will 
Judge you then by Chriſt the Redeemer. Think what a life you 
ſhall wiſh you had led, when you come to the end of it, and muſt 
be Judged for it, and lead ſuch an one now. When the ſugred baits 
of fin are preſented, and you have much ado to hold off them, then 
think what bitter neſſe it will be in the end; compare the honey wi 
the gall, the preſent delight which is vaniſhit in a moment, with th 
ſting and pain which endures eternally, and then judge and act like' 
reaſonable creatures. But above all, let your thoughts be er 
ſteept and ſwallowed up in the pleaſant contemplations of that 
ry, which ſhall be revealed in, and beſtowed upon all that love 
Lord Jeſus, Whenever you are ready to faint and give out, remem- 
ber the joy that is ſer before you, and let that remembrance 
and revive you. Conſider what that goodneſſe is, which God 
laid up in himſelf for them that fear him, till you find your love 
enflamed towards him; and ler that love put you upon more fre- 
quent thoughts, and earneſt longings after him. Onely ſee to fill 
upall your time wich ſuirable —_— and then let it even pleaſe 
you to ſee your days poſt away fo taſt. Alwaies keep ic on your 
thoughts, thar you are in a journey to a glorious Kingdome, and be 
often ſaying, Now I am one day, or month, or year nearer than 1 
was before. Stretch our thy ſelf with a longing look towards thy 1 
Fathers houſe, Shortly I ſhal! be in the arms of my dear Saviour, aol 
ſhall be joyning with Saints and Angels in the triumphant praiſes of | 
Jebovah and the Lamb. And remember, this happineſſe conſiſts: 
chiefly in being made perfectly holy, and there fore here muſt that 
grace be ſoyn and grow up; chat ſhall chen be ripened inco glory. 
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And the more holy you are, the nearer to 1 will you get 
whilſt you ftay on earch, and the meeter for it will you be, when 
you are taken off from the earth. Ever keep up ſuch a ſenſe of the 
excellcncy of this future bleſſedneſſe, as may blaſt all other things 
in your eſteem, and deaden the temptations that are taken from 
pleaſures, riches and honours. Oh think how perfectly provided for 
muſt he needs be, who (hall have God for his pottion | How mad 
are they that would loſe the leaſt hope of this happineſle for the 
whole world And they that look for ſuch great things, what man- 
ver of perſons ought they to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs 3 
Oh let nothing weary you, or turn you out ef the way. Hold our 
awhile longer, and you (hall be plac'd our of the reach of all tem- 
ptations for ever. Faſten upon nothing on this fide heaven with a- 
ny great delight or long ſtay: But ſtill tell your ſelves it's time 
enough to be happy when God ſhall take you ro himſelf, ſo he will 
bur here vouchſafe you that converſe with him, whereof we in 
this ſtate are capable, Let every thing you meet with be as a ſtep 
toward Mount Sion, and rajle you nearer to heaven, and make you I 
more deſirous of it. And when you have been thus meditating and 
preparing, waiting and deſir ing a while; you ſhall aſſuredly find, 
that your Jabour was not in vain/ Wherefore let ſuch con ſiderati- 
ons as th:ſe make you fedfaſt, unmoveable, atmaies abounding in 
your Lords work, till at length you ſhall be tranſlated into his 


. thus I have diſpatchr thoſe Directions! promiſed, for the 
promoting of holineſſe, which was the laſt thing I had to do, lt 
now remains, that we ſer our ſelves reſolvedly, and ſinterely, to the 
practiſe of whar God hath revealed to be our duty, which if we dog 
we need not doubt of his aſſiſtance and bleſſing 5 bur upon our per- 
ſeverance in well-doing, to which we have obliged our ſelves, may, 
through our Mediatour, confidently expect his gracious acceptance, 
3nd his glorious Crown. | 

Now the Grd of peace, that brought again from the dead aur Lord 
Teſs, that great Shepherd of h's fheep, by the b'ogd of the everlaſting! 
Covenant ;- Mabe you perfect in every good work. to do bis willy 
working in you that which is well. pleaſing in bis fight, through e. 
Fu Chriſt, to whom be glory for ever, and eue. Amen., Heb. x 3 
8 ; 


1 


F.1 N; 1. 


